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LETTERS 

BETWEEN 

FREDERIC  II.  AND  M.  D'ALEMBERT* 


LETTER       t. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 
Si  RE,  Paris,  March  II,  1760. 

1  H  AV  E  too  good  an  opinion  of  my  coun- 
try to  imagine  it  will  attribute  gratitude  to  me 
as  a  crime;  but,  be  the  misfortunes  which  I 
neither  can  forefee  nor  fear  what  they  may,  I 
(hall  cede  to  a  defire  which  I  find  too  ftrong  to 
be  refifted.  I  therefore  rhoft  humbly  and  moft 
refpeclfully  intreat  your  majefty  to  accept  my 
thanks,  for  the  charming  epiftle  with  which  you 
have  honoured  me.  I  am  fo  much  flattered  in 
it,  fire,  and  have  fo  much  reafon  to  be  vain  of 
VOL.  xi*  B  it, 
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it,  that  my  praifes  ought  to  be  fufpected.  My 
vanity  however  apart,  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
poffible  to  exprefs  truths  which  are  important  to 
mankind  with  more  dignity  and  force;  truths 
too  which  unfortunately  are  not  fufficiently 
known,  to  thofe  who  ought  to  be  their  moft 
powerful  defenders. 

Prefent  circumftances,  and  my  refpect  for  the 
time  of  your  majefty,  will  not  permit  me  to  fay 
more.  May  we,  fire,  for  the  peace  of  mankind 
and  the  good  of  philofophy,  which  is  in  fo  much 
need  of  you,  foon  enjoy  this  fo  much-defired 
peace  !  It  will  procure  me  the  only  happinefs  I 
wifh ;  that  of  going  and  laying  my  profound 
veneration,  and  inviolable  attachment,  at  the 
feet  of  your  majefty.  This  profe,  fire,  is  une- 
qual to  the  poetry  of  your  majefty;  but  the 
•femiments  it  expreffes  are,  like  itfelf,  fimple 
and  true. 

I  am  with  the  moft  profound  refpect,  &c. 


LETTER      II.    /. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  December  22,  1760. 

1  H  AV  E,  as  I  Ought,  paid  every  refpect 
to  the  great  and  glorious  occupations  of  your 

majefty, 


CORRESPONDENCE.  3 

majefty,  during  this  campaign;  and  it  was  from 
this  motive  that  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  not 
to  importune  you,  even  with  my  gratitude.  Your 
majefty  has  new  claims  over  me  by  the  beautiful 
porcelain  ink-ftand,  which  you  have  been  fo 
kind  as  to  fend  me.  I  received  it  on  the  i^th 
of  Auguft,  a  day  which  the  Auftrian  generals,  in 
defpite  of  the  benedidion  beftowed  on  their 
fwords,  will  remember  as  long  as  I  mall.  The 
moft  worthy  life  I  could  make  of  fuch  a  prefent 
would  be  to  write  the  hiftory  of  your  majefty ; 
but  this  is  a  work  referved  for  a  pen  more  elo- 
quent than  mine. 

May  J  foon  fee  the  moment  I  fo  much  with 
for,  in  which  I  may  lay  at  your  majefty's  feet 
my  admiration,  my  eternal  gratitude,  and  the 
inviolable  attachment  with  which  I  mall  all  my 
life  remain,  &c* 


LETTER      III. 

From  M.VAlpmbert. 
SIRE,  Pari?,  December  23, 1762. 

IN  conformity  to  the  law  which  I  have 

continually  impofed   upon   myfelf,   1   have  re- 

fptclied  the  neceflary  occupations  of  your  ma- 

B*  'jelly, 
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jefty,  during  the  campaign,  which  were  of 
themfelves  fo  fplendid  that  I  mould  have  been, 
fcrupulous  of  difturbing  them,  however  much 
in  hade  I  might  have  been,  at  all  events,  to 
have  drawn  upon  myfelf  thofe  pleafant  darts, 
with  which  your  majefty  fo  pitylefsly  wounds 
me,  in  the  charming  epiftle  which  you  have 
done  me  the  honour  to  addrefs  to  me.  At 
prefent,  fire,  now  marmal  Daun  has  ended  his 
glorious  enterprifes,  I,  unworthy  as  I  am,  muft 
be  his  fucceflbr;  for  it  is  the  deftiny  of  your 
majefty  to  be  always  at  war;  in  fummer 
with  the  Auftrians,  in  winter  with  mathematics. 
But,  fire,  fince  the  haughty  and  formidable 
houfe  of  Auftria  modeftly  acknowledges  itfelf 
beaten,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  with  humble 
geometry.  It  cannot  do  better  than  imitate 
Meflleurs  Bamberg  and  Wurzburg ;  that  is  to 
fay,  to  pay  and  be  filent. 

I  have  fcarcely  any  longer  a  hope  .of  feeing 
your  majefty ;  I  know  not  when  this  fearful  and 
deftructive  war  will  end.  I  only  know,  and  all 
Europe  knows  the  fame,  that  it  does  not  de- 
pend on  your  majefty  to  permit  fuffering  hu- 
manity to  refpire,  after  fo  many  miferies;  but 
fmce  your  enemies  are  not  yet  weary  of  exter- 
minating fuch  multitudes  of  men  by  fword  and 
hunger,  I  may  at  leaft  be  indulged,  now  that 

the 
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the  houfe  of  Auftria  is  no  longer  our  ally,  in 
giving  a  free  vent  to  my  wifhes;  which  are  that 
your  majefty  may  obtain  all  that  fuccefs  and 
fame  which  your  great  foul,  courage,  talents 
and  labours  fo  well  merit;  and,  more  efpecially, 
may  your  tranquillity  and  that  of  your  people 
foon  be  fecured  by  a  durable  and  glorious 
peace;  even  though,  to  the  great  fcandal  of 
geometry,  the  treaty  mould  be  written  in 
verfe ! 

I  am  with  profound  refpeft,  &c. 


LETTER      IV. 

From  M.  D'Alembert, 

SIRE,  Paris,  March?,  l?«3- 

1  AM  at  length  permitted  to  take  breath 
after  all  the  torments  of  inquietude,  and  to  give 
free  utterance  to  fentiments  which  have  fo  long 
been  imprifoned  in  my  heart.  I  may  be  allowed 
to  congratulate  your  majefty,  on  your  fuccefs 
and  glory,  without  fear  of  offending  any  one, 
and  without  prefent  trouble  or  future  terror. 
Why  could  you  not  read  the  emotions  of  my 
mind  for  thefe  fix  years  paft;  the  joy  which 
B  3  your 
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your  victories  have  given  me,  tljat  of  Roibach 
excepted,  at  which  your  majefty  would  have  for- 
bidden me  to  rejoice;  and  the  ftill  greater  in- 
terefl  I  have  taken  in  your  misfortunes ;  an 
interefl  that  was  the  more  lively  becaufe  I  felt 
thefe  misfortunes  might  fome  time  tall  heavy  on 
my  country,  and  I  pitied  France  without  daring 
fo  to  lay.  J  know  not  whether  we  mail  treat  the 
Auftrians  as  we  have  treated  the  Jefuits.  The 
firft  have  done  us  at  leaft  as  much  ill  as  the  fe- 
cond ;  nor  can  we  fay,  like  the  Chriftians,  that 
the  new  alliance  (covenant)  isfuperior  to  the  old. 

But  my  country  at  length  recovers  breath. 
Your  majefty  is  in  tranquillity  and  in  full  pof- 
feflion  of  fame  ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  wilL  ill 
to  no  one.  May  you,  fire,  long  enjoy  the  peace 
and  renown  you  have  fo  juftly  acquired  !  May 
you  long  mow  yourfelf  the  example  of  Europe; 
a  king  equally  admirable  in  war  and  peace; 
great  in  profperity,  great  in  adverfity,  and  fupe- 
rior  to  praife  and  calumny ! 
-  With  what  eagernefs,  fire,  mould  I  not 
repair  to  exprefs  that  which  my  pen  fo  feebly 
traces,  but  which  my  heart  fo  intimately  feels  ! 
How  great  would  be  my  fatisfa&ion  to  lay  my 
admiration,  gratitude,  profound  refpecl,  and 
inviolable  attachment  at  your  feet !  But  I  am 
very  fenfible  that  the  firft  moments  of  your 

majefty's 
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majefty's  repofe  mufh  be  wholly  dedicated  to 
the  drying  up  thofe  tears  which  you  faw  flow  in 
your  own  defpite;  a  much  more  worthy  work 
than  that  of  difcourfmg  on  philofophy  and 
literature.  I  mail  therefore  wait  your  leifure, 
and  your  commands,  to  come  and  pafs  fome 
time  in  your  court.  There,  and  by  your  con- 
verfation,  (hall  I  acquire  that  information  which 
is  neceflary  to  extend  thofe  branches  of  philofo- 
phy in  which  you  have  the  goodnefs  to  intereft 
yourfelf.  It  is  a  labour  which  requires  encou- 
ragement, and  which  philofophy  can  only  find 
in  you;  for  fhe  is  not  fo  fortunate  as  your  ma- 
jefty,  Ihe  has  not  made  peace  with  all  her  foes. 
Do  not  imagine,  fire,  me  fo  ill  underftands  her 
own  interefts  as  to  wifh  to  be  at  war  with  you ! 
What  would  become  of  her  were  (he  to  lofe 
fuch  a  fupport  ? 

Geometry  will  follow  her  example;  (he  will 
fign  a  peace  like  the  Auftrians,  and  even  with 
more  pleafure  than  they  have  done.  She  will 
be  careful  not  to  attempt  to  deprive  your  ma- 
jefly  of  your  bobby-borje,  nor.vithftanding  the 
kicks  he  has  given  her.  SLie  knows  too  well 
that  nothing  can  be  taken  from  vyou  without 
confequent  repentance,  and  being  forced  to  re- 
ftore  what  had  been  fo  taken.  She  will  .travel 
to  receive  inilruction  from  you,  and  to  convey 
B  4  to 
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to  your  majefty,  without  dreading  the  reproach 
of  flattery,  the  good  wimes,  love,  and  refped 
of  all  thofe  who  cultivate  letters,  and  who  have 
the  felicity  to  behold,  in  the  hero  of  Europe, 
their  chief  and  their  example. 

J  am  with  the  moft  profound  refped,  &c, 


LETTER       V. 

From  M.  D'Alembert, 

SIRE,  Paris,  April  29,  1763. 

I  SHALL  haften  with  eagernefs  to  Wefel, 
on  the  firft  information  which  your  majefty  (hall 
fend  me  of  your  journey ;  and  I  previoufly  con- 
gratulate myfelf  that  I  fhall  be  able,  at  length, 
freely  to  lay  at  your  feet  thofe  fentiments  which 
I  feel,  in  common  with  all  Europe.  I  know 
not  whether  there  are,  as  your  majefty  infinuates, 
kings  at  whom  philofophers  mock.  Philofophy, 
fire,  refpects  where  fhe  ought,  efteems  where 
(he  can,  and  goes  no  further ;  but,  though  (he 
fhould  occafionally  extend  her  freedom,  and 
fometimes  dare  to  laugh,  in  private,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  thofe  mafters  of  the  earth,  the  philofo- 
pher  Moliere  would  inform  your  majefty  that 

kings 
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kings  refemble  each  other  no  more  than  logs ;  * 
and  I  mould  add,  with  more  refpect  and  equal 
truth,  philofophy  would  appear  to  me  very  un- 
fbilofopbtc,  were  me  foolifh  enough  to  ridicule  a 
king  like  you. 

All  the  morality  of  Socrates  has  not  done  a 
hundredth  part  of  the  good  to  mankind  your 
majefty  has  already  accomplimed,  in  fix  weeks 
peace.  France,  aftonimed  at  having  been  your 
foe,  fpeaks  of  your  renown  with  admiration, 
and  of  your  benevolence  with  fenfibility.  Fear 
not,  fire,  notwithftanding  all  your  wit  on  the 
follies  of  the  poets,  that  the  philofophic  poet, 
who  has  lately  concluded  the  treaty  of  Hubertf- 
burg,  will  by  pofterity  be  ranked  with  the  car- 
dinal poet,  who  made  the  treaty  of  Verfailles. 
It  was  natural  enough  that  this  latter  treaty 
mould  make  geometry  a  little  out  of  temper 
with  poetry ;  you,  fire,  are  in  every  refpect  the 
proper  perfon  to  reconcile  them.  Permit  me 
however  to  confefs  that,  if  hereafter  geometry 
mould  allow  poetry  to  borrow  the  aid  of  fable, 
it  will  not  be  when  (he  (hall  have  to  fpeak  of 
you. 

I  am  with  the  moft  profound  refpect,  &c. 

'*  Qu'il  y  a  rois  et  rois,  comrae  fagots  et  fagots. 

LETTER 
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LETTER     VI. 

From  M.  TfAlemlert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  September,  17,  1764. 

1HE  philofophic  work  which  I  have  had 
the  good  fortune  to.  write,  by  command  of  your 
majefty,  has  procured  me  a  letter  on  your  part* 
much  fuperior  to  the  work  itfelf,  abounding  in 
philofophy  which  fills  me  with  admiration,  and 
with  goodnefs  which  penetrates  me  with  grati- 
tude. What  a  letter  !  And  how  worthy  of  the 
hero  and  the  fage  by  whom  it  was  written !  If 
we  except  that  it  is*too  flattering  to  me,  it  would 
merit  to  be  figned  by  as  many  philofophic  names 
as  the  archdukes  of  Auftria  have  chriftian  names. 
But  the  name  of  your  majefty  is  itfelf  equivalent . 
to  all  that  the  Lyceum  and  the  Portico  can  afford, 
and  much  fuperior  to  the  whole  congregation, 
of  the  calendar. 

I  congratulate  myfelf,  fire,  to  find  that  I  think 
like  you,  on  the  vanity  and  futility  of  metaphy- 
fics.  The  true  philofopher,  it  feems  to  me, 

*  This  paflage  and  others  prove  that  there  were '  letters 
written  by  the  king  to  M.  D'Alenibert  which  are  not  here 
inferted.  Thefs  confequently  are  either  loft,  miflaid,  or  fup- 
jreffed.  T. 

ought 
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pught  to  write  on  that  fcience  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe  but  to  undeceive  us  concerning  what  it  has 
taught,  and  efpecially  on  thofe  grand  queftions 
which,  as  your  majefty  very  well  fays,  are  pro- 
bably of  fo  little  importance,  for  the  very  reafon 
ithat  they  give  us  fo  much  ufelefs  inquietude. 

It  is  not  the  fame  with  geometry,  which  is 
much  more  certain,  becaufe  its  object  relates 
more  to  the  fenfes,*  It  is  a  kind  of  rattle,  which 
Nature  has  thrown  out  to  amufe  us  in  darknefs. 
The  queftions  which  your  majefty  has  the  good- 
nefs  to  put  to  me,  on  the  employ ment  of  analyfis 
and  metaphyfics,  in  that  fcience,  require  time 
to  be  anfwered  with  the  precilion  requifite.  I 
have  already  put  a  few  reflections  on  paper, 
which  I  fliall  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  fend  as 
foon  as  poffible,  if  they  do  not  appear  to  me  to 
be  unworthy  of  being  prefented  to  you. 

Pythagoras,. to  whom  you  have  done  me  the 
honour,  fire,  unworthy  as  I  am,  to  compare  me, 
with  whom  I  have  nothing  in  common,  except 
that  I  dare  not  eat  beans,  and  in  reality  for  bet- 
ter reafons  than  his  were;  Pythagoras  I  fay  would 
have  trembled,  were  Numa,  Alexander  and 
Marcus  Aurelius  to  have  been  the  judges  of  his 
writings.  Your  majefty  pretends  my  rhapfodies 
will  outlive  the  immortal  journals  of  your  cam- 

*   L'objet  en  eft  plus  terre  a  lerr'e — More  earthly. 
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paigns.  I  have  read,  I  know  not  where,  that 
Czefar  prophefied  the  fame,  to  a  philofopher  of 
his  time,  of  whom  we  have  no  remains;  whereas 
the  commentaries  of  Csefar,  held  in  refpeft  for 
a  fucceffion  of  eighteen  centuries,  are  ftill  read 
with  admiration. 

I  acknowledge  with  regret,  fire,  it  is  aftonim- 
ing  that  philofophers,  contemned  or  perfecuted 
in  their  own  country,  fhould  not  feek  an  afylum 
at  the  court  of  a  king  formed  for  their  confola- 
tion,  their  protection  and  inftruction  !  Your  ma- 
jefty  afks  the  reafon  of  this.  It  is  becaufe,  m 
the  country  thefe  philofophers  inhabit,  the  cli- 
mate confoles  them  for  the  injuries  done  them 
by  the  Sorbonne,  and  phyfical  good  is  a  remu- 
neration for  moral  evil :  it  is  becaufe  thefe  phi- 
Jofophers  have  ill  health,  and  friends  that  are  • 
dear  to  them :  it  is  becaufe  they  regard  their 
country  as  the  wife  in  the  Mock  Doctor  does  her 
hufband,  who  loves  him  though  he  beat  her, 
and  who  anfxvers  thofe  who  wifh  to  feparate 
them,  fillily  enough — "  It  is  my  pleafure  that 
"  he  mould  beat  me." 

You  carry  your  goodnefs  toward  me,  fire,  to 
the  utmoft  height,  by  your  minute  inquiries 
concerning  my  health.  I  find  I  recover  gradu- 
ally, and  that  I  mall  preferve  it  by  fevere  regi- 
men, the  only  remedy  in  which  I  confide.  All 

tht 
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the  prefcriptions  I  have  hitherto  tried,  though 
reputedjtomachics,  or  ftomachals,  for  their  name 
among  us  is  as  unfettled  as  their  effects,  have 
done  me  more  harm  than  good.  My  ftomach 
is  like  pedants ;  it  revolts  at  every  thing  novel; 
whether  in  phyfic  or  food.  Should  I  however 
be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  obliged  to  take  re- 
medies, I  will  make  trial  of  the  mineral  waters 
which  your  majefty  advifes ;  but  I  will  delay 
having  recourfe  to  medicine  as  long  as  poffible. 
I  think  the  doctor  and  the  metaphyfician  are, 
from  their  incertitude,  twin -brothers,  and  feem 
to  me  to  have  great  obligations  to  the  divine, 
for  not  being  the  mofl  abfurd  of  human  beings. 
Will  your  majefty  permit  me  to  profit  by  th« 
occalion,  and  prefent  my  very  fincere  good 
wifhes,  in  behalf  of  the  approaching  marriage  of 
the  prince  of  Pruflia. 

D'une  tlge  en  heros  feconde, 
Puijfe  naitre,  a  jamais,  des  Jih  £5*  des  neveux, 
£>ui  fajfe  le  lonkeur  du  monde  I  * 

Thefe  defendants,  fire,  will  not  have  far  to 
feek  for  the  examples  they  ought  to  follow. 

If  your  majefty,  who  will  not  have  a  gofpel- 
minifter  for  his  profeflbr  of  belles  lettres,  mould 

*  From  a  ftock  in  heros  fruitful  may  continual  fucceflbrs 
be  derived,  who  fhall  render  mankind  happy  1 

have 
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have  lefs  repugnance  for  a  prieft,  I  have  beer* 
fpoken  to  concerning  a  very  honeft  fellow,  who' 
will  only  fay  mafs  (fuppofing  he  ever  fhould  fay 
it)  for  his  pleafure,  'and  who  will  take  it  exceed- 
ingly well  though  your  majefty  fhould  not  come 
to  hear  him.  Jn  other  refpects,  I  hear  all  poffi- 
ble  good  of  his  capacity,  character,  and  man- 
ners. Should  it  be  agreeable  to  your  majefty, 
I  will  propofe  the  place  to  him,  with  the  con- 
fiderable  advantages  which  are  annexed  to  it, 
and  will  neglect  nothing  to  induce  his  accep- 
tance ;  happy  if  my  fuccefs  mould  correfpond 
to  my  zeal. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      VII. 

From  M.  D'Alembert.  -\ 

SIRE,  Paris,  November,  3d,  1764. 

Being  the  anniverfary  of  the  battle  of  Torgatf, 

1  HAVE  read  the  work  of  which  your 
majefty  did  me  the  honour  to  afk  my  opinion, 
with  all  the  attention  of  which  I  am  capable, 
and  difcovered  in  it  that  juftnefs  of  under  (land- 
ing, and  knowledge,  which  characterife  your 

•  writings, 
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Writings,  and  converfation.  It  neverthelefs  feems 
to  me  that  your  majefty  might  in  fome  degree 
qualify  the  fuperiority  you  have  given  to  Bayle 
and  Gafiendi,  over  Defcartes  and  Leibnitz.     I 
think,  like  yon,  that  fufficient  juftice  is  not  done 
to  Gaflendi,  who  was  a  moft  enlightened  man, 
highly  learned  and  fage :  yet  I  do  not  believe 
that  either  he  or  Bayle  ought  to  be  preferred, 
without  reftriction,  to  Defcartes  and  Leibnitz ; 
for  neither  GafTendi  nor  Bayle  can  be  faid  to 
have  made  any  of  thofe  difcoveries  in  fcience 
which  chara&erife  the  man  of  genius ;  whereas 
Defcartes  invented  the  application  of  Algebra 
to  geometry,  and  Leibnitz  fluxions.     Your  ma- 
jefty no  doubt  means  to  fay  that  thofe  two  great 
men  did  not  reafon  fo  clearly  as  Bayle  and  Gaf- 
fendi,  regarding  them  merely  as  metaphyficians; 
in  which  I  am  entirely  of  your  opinion.     The 
firft  were  creative  minds,  the  two  latter  excel- 
ling ;*  but  it  does  not  feem  eafy  to  me  to  ad- 
juft  the  rank  between  the  two  fpecies  of  mind  ; 
and  I  befide  fear  your  majefly  mould  again  draw 
upon  yourfelf  the  arms  of  France  and  Germany, 
mould  you  feem  too  much  to  lower  the  two  phi- 
lofophic  heroes  of  thofe  nations. 

With  refpect  to  Mallebranche,  I  give  him  up 
to  your  majefty.     I  think  him  very  inferior,  in 

*  Des  efprits  excellent. 

every 
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every  view,  as  a  philofopher,  to  Bayle  and  Gaf-> 
fendi.  He  even  appears  to  me  to  be  lefs  a  great 
philofopher  than  an  excellent  writer  in  philofo- 
phy.  He  has  clearly  difcriminated  the  ufual 
errors  of  the  fenfes,  and  the  imagination;  but 
he  has  fubftituted  other  errors.  I  never  could 
find  in  him  any  thing  more  than  a  good  puller 
down,  but  a  bad  builder. 

I  alfo  give  up  the  lawyers  to  your  majefly, 
the  preachers,  and  all  who  refemble  them.  The 
babbling  of  the  bar  appears  to  me  infupporta- 
ble,  and  the  declamation  of  the  pulpit  highly 
ridiculous. 

Your  majefty  will  foon  be  wearied  with  ano- 
ther kind  of  babbling;  with  the  explanations 
which  you  have  afked  from  me,  and  which  I 
hope  very  foon  to  have  the  honour  to  fend.  I 
have  exerted  my  utmofl  abilities  to  comply  with 
your  wifhes ;  mould  you  not  underftand  me,  it 
will  not  be  your  fault,  but  mine,  or  the  fault  of 
the  fubjecl:. 

This  is  not  the  firft  time  that  the  world  has 
heard  of  the  fatellite  of  Venus,  which  your  ma- 
jefty has  thought  proper  to  mention,  of  which 
the  academy  of  Berlin  certainly  cannot  be  igno- 
rant. As  early  as  the  year  1645,  a  Neapolitan 
mathematician,  named  Fontana,  pretended  to 
have  obferved  this  fatellite  four  times.  Caffini 

affirms 
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affirms  he  alfo  faw  it  in  1672,  and  in  1686. 
Mr.  Short,  one  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London, 
pretends  he  enjoyed  the  fame  pleafure  in  1 740 ; 
and  feveral  French  aftronomers  believed  they 
perceived  it  three  years  ago;  though  others  at 
the  fame  time  affirmed  they  did  not.  Your  ma* 
jefty  therefore  was  unacquainted  with  this  dif- 
covery,  or  this  vifion,  becaufe  you  were  engaged 
with  other  fatellites,  and  with  fome  other  Venus. 

You  wifh  me  too  much  honour,  when  you 
defire  to  call  this  new  planet  after  my  name.  I 
am  not  great  enough  to  be  the  fatellite  of  Venus, 
in  the  heavens ;  nor  healthful  enough  to  be  one 
on  earth ;  and  I  am  too  well  fatisfied  with  [the 
little  fpace  I  hold,  in  this  world,  to  be  ambitious 
of  a  place  in  the  firmament.  Should  fome  fa- 
tellite of  Mars  be  hereafter  difcovered,  I  per- 
fectly know  the  name  I  fhould  give  it;  that 
name  would,  be  the  beft  of  your  majefty's  gene- 
rals. With  refpecl:  to  Mercury,  (hould  he  ever 
obtain  the  honour  of  a  fatellite,  more  than  one 
defaulter,  or  one  courtier,  would  furnifti  us  with 
a  name :  but  this  god  has  too  many  fatellites, 
on  earth,  to  care  about  fatellites  in  the  iky. 

That  abominable  prieft,  of  whom  I  had  heard 
fo  much  good,  is  better  pleafed  to  remain,  in  I 
know  not  what  village,  than  to  go  and  teach 
eloquence  to  heretics.  The  abbe  d'Olivet  has 

VOL,  xi.    *  C  promifed 


I  S  POSTHUMOUS      WORKS. 

promifed  me  to  do  every  thing  which  depended 
on  him  to  fupply  hfs  place  by  another,  and  thus 
to  accomplifli  the  defires  of  your  majefly.  He 
withes  to  find  an  excellent  matter,  worthy  of 
the  important  place  your  majefly  means  to  be- 
ftow.  Were  a  profeiTor  of  inferior  abilities  fuf- 
ficient,  we  mould  not  be  embarrafled  in  our 
choice ;  but  it  is  your  majefty's  will  not  to  be 
deceived,  and  you  certainly  merit  obedience. 

I  take  the  liberty,  fire,  to  add  to  this  letter 
the  writing  you  did  me  the  honour  to  fend  me. 
I  have  made  fome  flight  corrections,  which  I 
alfo  take  the  liberty  to  propofe ;  the  whole  of 
which  confift  of  the  addition  of  half  a  line,  fome 
words  fubftituted  to  others,  and  a  few  erafures ; 
which,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  will  render  the 
work  more  compact,  without  depriving  it  of 
flrength.  In  other  refpects,  I  have  generally 
preferved  the  thoughts  and  exprefilons.  Per- 
haps my  alterations  have  been  made  with  a  too 
facrilegious  hand. 

Your  majefty  compares  me  to  the  kings  of 
Perfia,  who  endeavoured  to  infpire  awe  by  con- 
cealing themfelves  from  the  fight  of  men.  I 
cannot  anfwer  the  obliging  things  you  fay  on 
this  fubject ;  but  I  can  aflure  you,  with  that 
fmcerity  which  you  know  I  poflefs,  that,  did 
princes  refemble  a  king  whom  I  have  had  the 

happinefs 
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liappinefs  to  fee  and  approach,  philofophy  would 
little  underftand  her  own  intereft,  were  me  to 
hide  herfelf. 

I  am  with  all  the  admiration,  gratitude,  pro- 
found refpect,  and  inviolable  attachment,  which 
will  only  end  with  life,  &c. 


LETTER      VIIL 

Prom  M.  WAhmbert. 

• 

SIRE,  Paris,  March  ift,  1765* 

M.  HELVETIUS  intends  immediately 
to  depart,  to  lay  his  admiration  and  profound 
refped  at  your  majefty's  feet.  This  is  a  homage 
which  all  philofophers  owe,  and  which  a  philo- 
fopher  like  him  is  well  worthy  of  rendering  to  a 
monarch  like  you.  I  dare  hope  that  your  ma- 
jefty,  in  a  perfonal  acquaintance  with  him,  will 
increafe  that  advantageous  idea  of  him  which 
you  have  already  conceived  of  his  talents  and 
virtues.  His  reception  will  confole  him  for  the 
perfecutions  which  fanatics  have  excited  againft 
him ;  who,  collectively,  perform  fewer  good 
actions,  in  their  whole  life,  than  he  performs  in 
C  2  a  fingle 
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a  fmgle  day;  and  who  find  it  a  fhorter  and 
eafier  method  to  burn  than  to  anfwer  his  book. 

I  am  not,  fire,  obliged  to  fay  of  M.  Helvetius 
as  Ovid  did  to  his  elegies — <e  Depart  without 
*c  me,  I  do  not  envy  you," — for  I  really  envy 
him  the  honour  he  is  preparing  to  enjoy ;  and 
the  more  for  having  enjoyed  it  myfelf.     But  my 
health,  s  which  has  long  been  feeble  and  is  not 
yet  confirmed,  will  not  permit  me  to  take  fuch 
a  journey,  and  I  complain  of  it  with  more  reafon 
than  Louis  XIV.  in  Boileau's  epiftle  complains 
of  his  grandeur,  which  prevented  him  from  pal- 
fing  the.  Rhine,  in  face  of  his  enemy.     This 
fpecies  of  abftinence  is  the  moft  vexatious  regi- 
men to  which  I  have  ever  been  condemned.     I 
am  in  a  kind  of  purgatory ;   but  purgatory,  fay 
the  doctors  of  the  Sorbonne,  cannot  be  eternal, 
and  mine  muft  have  an  -end. 

I  am  allured  that  your  majefty  is  in  good 
health,  that  you  perform  admirable  things,  and 
that  you  have  received  my  new  work,  with  which 
you  appeared  fatisfied.  This  is  my  fole  confo- 
lation.  After  the  happinefs  of  feeing  your  ma- 
jefty, that  which  I  moft  defire  is  to  be  able  to 
merit  your  fuffrage  and  efteem. 

I  am  only  acquainted  with  one  work  by  M . 
Lambert,  which  is  good,  but  does  not  appear 
to  me  comparable  to  any  of  the  works  of  Euler; 

and, 
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and,  if  the  latter  be  on  his  knees  before"  M.  Lam- 
bert, as  your  majefty  has  done  me  the  honour  to 
inform  me  he  is,  we  mud  fay  of  M.  Euler  as  has 
been  faid  of  La  Fontaine,  that  he  was  filly 
enough  to  believe  JE&p  and  Phsedrus  had  more 
wit  than  himfelf.  Not  that  I  mean  to  derogate 
from  the  merit  of  M.  Lambert,  which  muft  be 
very  fubftantial,  fmce  it  is  fo  adjudged  to  be  by 
the  whole  academy  :  but  there  is  more  than  one 
honourable  niche  in  the  temple  of  the  fciences; 
according  as  there  is,  if  we  believe  the  gofpel, 
feveral  manfions  in  the  hotife  of  the  celeftial 
father.  M.  Lambert  perhaps  is  exceedingly 
worthy  of  filling  one  of  thofe  niches.  I  am  be- 
fide  informed  he  has  written  feveral  excellent 
works,  which  I  have  never  read.  I  ihould  think 
him  tolerably  well  provided  for  when  he  mould 
be,  to  fpeak  mathematically,  in  the  fame  ratio 
to  Euler  as  Defcartes  and  Newton  are  to  Bayle, 
according  to  your  majefty;  or  as  Bayle  is  to  Def- 
cartes and  Newton-,  according  to  a  mathemati- 
cian of  your  acquaintance  ;  or,  again,  to  ufe  a 
comparifon  which  is  not  fubjedt  to  contradiction, 
in  the  fame  proportion  as  Marcus  Aurelius  and 
Guftayus  Adolphus  are  to  a  monarch  whom  I 
dare  not  name. 

I  take  the  liberty  once  more  to  commend  M. 

Thiebault,  the  grammar  profefihr,  to  your  ma-' 

C  3 
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jefty's  goodnefs,  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  re* 
commend  to  you,  and  who  by  this  mould  have 
received  your  commands.  You  will  certainly 
have  every  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  him.  I 
wifli  the  fame  could  be  faid  of  the  work  which 
you  are  foon  to  receive,  and  in  which  I  have 
endeavoured  to  fpeak  the  truth,  which  was  not 
exceedingly  eafy  to  be  fpoken.  It  is  a  philofo- 
phical  hiftory  of  the  difafter  which  the  vener- 
able fociety  of  the  Jefuits  has  lately  fuffered,  in 
France. 

I  fhould  have  written  the  hiftory  of  your  ma- 
jefly  with  much  more  fatisfaftion  and  ardour. 
Your  victories,  your  laws,  and  your  works, 
form  an  object  much  more  worthy  of  pofterity 
than  the  migration  of  a  horde  of  fanatics,  whom 
other  fanatics  have  expelled.  But  this  work, 
lire,  ought  not  to  be  undertaken  by  any  hand 
except  your  own.  It  is  for  the  gods  only  tq 
fpeak  in  proper  language  of  themfelves. 

I  am  with  the  moft  profound  refpect  and 
with  fentiments  dill  more  dear  to,  my  heart,  &c» 


J.ETTE& 
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LETTER      IX. 

From  the  King. 

Potfdam,  March  24,  1765. 

1  AM  three  letters  in  your  debt,  my  dear 
D'Alembert.  The  labours  of  my  vocation,  the 
haemorrhoids,  and  gouty  humours,  have  pre- 
vented me  from  anfwering  you  fooner. 

I  begin  by  thanking  you  for  your  work  on 
the  fublime  fciences,  which  I  think  admirable ; 
for  you  have  deigned  to  defcend  from  the  ethe- 
real regions,  and  lower  yourfelf  to  the  concep- 
tion of  the  ignorant.  I  call  your  manufcript 
my  afles  guide,  and  J  am  a  foot  taller,  now  I 
underftand  fome  part  of  the  myfteries  which 
you  adepts  conceal  from  the  multitude.  I  am 
exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  your  gram- 
marian. I  think  I  difcover  him  tp  b£  a  clever 
fellow,  and  one  who  is  deferving  of  fomething 
better  than  his  prefent  employ;  fomething  which 
may  give  him  an  opportunity  of  difplaying  his 
abilities.  I  fend  you  at  the  fame  time  the 
rules  of  my  academy ;  as  it  is  a  new  plan,  I 
intreat  you  would  give*  me  your  opinion  of  i? 
frankly. 

>Ve  expect  Helvetius  here.  According  to 
C  4  to 
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his  book,  the  firft  day  of  our  acquaintance  will 
be  the  beft.  But  it  is  faid  he  is  infinitely  fu- 
perior  to  his  book ;  which,  though  written  with 
great  geniug,  has  neither  perfuaded  nor  con- 
vinced me. 

I  previouily  thank  you  for  your  hiftory  of  the 
Jefuits.  The  pope  has  ifllied  a  new  bull,  by 
which  he  confirms  their  inflitution,  and  I  imme- 
diately forbade  its  admiffion  into  my  ftates.  Oh ! 
how  would  Calvin  blefs  me  could  he  but  be  in* 
formed  of  this  anecdote  !  But  it  did  not  origi- 
nate in  my  love  for  Calvin  ;  it  was  that  I  might 
not  further  authorife  a  pernicious  fpecies  of  ver» 
min  in  the  country ;  a  race  which  foon  or  late 
muft  undergo  the  fate  they  have  already  under- 
gone, in  France  and  Portugal. 

I  at  prefent  live  in  the  utmoft  tranquillity, 
and  amufe  myfelf  with  correcting  verfes  which 
I  wrote  in  more  troublefome  times :  but  to 
meafure  fyllables  and  gingle  rhimes  is  a  very 
futile  operation,  compared  to  that  of  certain  men 
of  great  genius,  who  meafure  the  vaft  extent  of 
fpace. — What  is  to  be  done  ?  I  muft  fay  to  you 
as,  Fontenelle  has  faid  ;  each  age  has  its  bauble. 
I  am  old  and  infirm,  and  my  poetry  gives  me 
pleafure.  Philofophy  informs -me  there  are  fo 
many  difagreeable  things  in  this  world,  and  fo 
few  the  reverfe,  that  pleafure  ought  to  be  feized 

wherever 
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wherever  it  can  be  found.  The  great  point  is 
to  be  happy,  even  though  it  were  at  a  puppet- 
fhpw ;  but  happinefs  and  indigeftion  feldom 
inhabit  the  fame  houfe. 

I  fmcerely  compaffionate  the  fufferings  anci 
languor  you  endure,  at  a  time  of  life  when  you 
ought  to  enjoy   all  your  ilrength.     I   fufpect 
there  is  fome  obftruction  in  the  vifcera,  and  I 
opine  in  favour  of  mineral  waters,  and  aperitives. 
The  ftomach,   like   philofophers,  is  often  ao 
cufed  of  the  errors  of  others.   You  muft  examine 
your  urine,  and  feel  under  the  ribs,  that  you 
may  be  certain  the  liver  is  not  affected.     Your 
phyficians  ought  to  obferve  whether  the  gall 
and  the  bile  perform  their  duty,  and  promote 
digeftion  :    they  mould  learn  from  fymptorhs, 
whether  the  mefentery  be  found,  or  whether  the 
blood  be  not  too  thick ;  for  thefe  arc  all  necef- 
fary  circumftances,  in  order  to  know  the  proper 
method  of  treatment.     In  any  cafe  fail  not  to 
take  exerciie,  otherwife  your  difeafe  will  but 
increafe.     Recoiled  that  you  are  the  only  per- 
fon  at  this  time  who  fupport  the  glory  of  your 
country;  and,  ungrateful  though  (he  be,  fmce 
you  love  her,  take  care  of  yourfelf  for  her  fake. 
Would  you  believe  that  I  have  received  a 
letter    from   Voltaire  ?    I   anfwered   him    very 
pbligingly.     He  declaims  a^ainft  his  Dicfion- 


46  POSTHUMOUS    WORKS. 

naire  Pbilojopbigue,  which  is  printed  in  Holland. 
But  we  'know  what  we  know.  A  propos;  it  is 
faid  you  have  a  monfter  in  the  Gevaudan.  You 
will  find  it  is  the  marquis,  with  his  roquelaure, 
who  has  been  miftaken  for  a  monfter.  The 
tale  fays  that  he  devours  children,  is  very 
nimble,  and  leaps  from  branch  to  branch. 
This  does  not  refemble  the  marquis.  Had  the 
monfter  flept  it  could  have  been  only  him. 

We  have  a  prince  from  Courland  here,  who 
has  paffed  twenty  years  in  Siberia.  What  he 
relates  does  not  infpire  any  one  with  a  wifh  to 
go  thither,  and  I  do  not  think  you  calculated 
ill,  when  you  refufed  to  approach  its  neighbour- 
hood. I  hope  I  fliall  foon  hear  better  news  of 
your  health  ;  it  is  a  fubjecT:  on  which  no  perfon 
more  interefts  himfelf  than  I  do, 
J  pray  God  to  take,  &c, 


LETTER-*, 

from  the  King. 

Auguft  20,  1765, 

I  WA  S  exceedingly  vexed  to  hear  of  the 
mortification  you  have  lately  met  with,  andtheiiv. 
jyftice  4one  you,  by  depriving  you  of  a  penfion 

•    which 
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which  reverted  to  you  by  right.  I  flatter  my* 
felf  you  will  feel  this  affront  fo  fenfibly  that  you 
will  not  expofe  yourfelf  to  future  infult.  We 
foldiers,  being  ftruck  on  one  cheek,  do  not 
turn  the  other.  What  is  called  honour  in  the 
world  is  no  doubt  a  prejudice ;  but  it  is  an 
eftablifhed  one,  accordingto  which  the  actions  of 
men  are  judged.  I  mould  fay  much  more,  if  I 
thought  I  could  convince ;  but  all  my  reafons 
come  too  late,  for  I  remark  that  you  have  de- 
cidedly chofen  your  party.  Do  not  imagine, 
however,  that  your  reafons  appear  to  me  as 
fatisfactory  as  they  do  to  the  fmall  circle  of 
friends,  by  whom  you  are  furrounded,  at  Paris. 
I  love  to  wrangle  with  mathematicians,  that 
I  may  know  whether,  without  underflanding 
XX  -f  y,  it  is  not  poffible  to  be  in  the  right. 
Thus  then  fliall  I  anfwer  you,  fuppofing  this 

fcene  had  parTed  in  converfation Climates 

have  long  been  confidered  as  nearly  the  fame, 
thofe  under  the  line  and  at  the  poles  excepted. 
The  nations  who  live  in  the  temperate  zone 
only  experience  fome  fmaH  difference,  in  tjie 
warmth  of  the  air.  There  are  indeed  fome 
places  remarkable  for  unhealthy  air,  fuch  as 
Mantua,  Oftend  in  Flanders,  and  the  town  of 
Peft  in  Hungary.  But  the  air  of  Berlin  certain- 
Jy  has  never  been  reputed  unhealthy.  It  is 

even. 
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even  fo  favourable  to  the  French  that  feveral 
French  refugees  have  died  at  the  age  of  ninety, 
and  upward.  Hence,  I  conclude,  the  climate 
may  be  urged  as  a  polite  excufe,  but  not  as  a 
reafon. 

Your  fecond  argument  has  fomething  more 
plaufible  in  it  :  the  order  of  nature  requires  I 
fhould  die  before  you ;  nor  can  I  warrant  the 
contrary.  But  who  can  have  told  you  I  cannot 
fecure  your  fortune  beyond  the  power  and  ca-r 
price  of  pofterity  ?  The  thing  is  very  poffible. 

Such  is  my  refutation.  I  hold  myfelf  to  be 
victorious,  and  erect  a  trophy  to  myfeif,  for 
having  vanquifhed  a  great  mathematician, wholly 
to  his  difgrace,  I  not  having  the  gift  of  perfua- 
fion. 

But  let  us  talk  on  other  fubjedts.  You  aft; 
my  opinion  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Jefuits,  and  I 
own  I  think  there  is  fomething  more  to  be  de- 
fired.  I  expected  to  have  feen  a  hiftory  of  the 
eftablifhment^f  that  order,  and  efpecially  the 
rules  of  their  inftitution ;  to  have  traced  its 
progrefs  in  the  world  ;  the  policy  which  pre- 
vailed in  its  foundation  and  extinction;  the 
moft  celebrated  names  it  has  produced ;  how 
the  doctrine  of  regicide  firft  originated  in  IE; 
the  facred  murders  its  difciples  have  committed ; 
their  quarrels  with  the  Janfenifts;  their  conduct 
6  irj 
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in  Portugal;  and,  in  fine,  whatever  promoted 
their  banimment  out  of  France. 

Your  plan  is  very  different. .  You  are  equally 
inimical  to  Jefuits  and  Janfenifts,   who   have 
exclaimed  and  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  in- 
tereft  the  throne  in  their  quarrel.     The  miniftry 
may  have  taken  offence,  becaufe  you  have  dif- 
covered  their  fecret  views ;    for  the  duke  dc 
Choifeul,  having  been  daring  enough  to  attack 
and  expel  the  Jefuits,  will  not  want  the  courage, 
mould  opportunity  offer,  to  effect  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  other  cuculati*.      But  this  perhaps  he 
would  conceal,  and  not  advertife  the  tonfured 
militia  of  the  extent  of  his  views.     Such  are  my 
thoughts  on  the  fubjecl:. 

I  bathe  four  hours  a  day,  and  therefore  well 
may  reafon  in  the  clouds,  refpe&ing  the  views 
of  your  minifters,  which  I  neither  do  nor  wifh  to 
underftand.  I  am  at  prefent  the  difciple  of 
Thales  and  Buffon,  and  while  in  the  bath  con-, 
fider  water  as  the  principle  of  all  things ;  mould 
water  therefore  occafion  me  to  reafon  ill,  you 
rhuft  accufe  that  element :  that,  of  the  Seine  i^ 
fo  bad  that  you  ought  to  hold  it  in  averfion. 
Many  phyficians  believe  it  to  be  very  unhealthy; 
whereas  our  water  of  Berlin  is  pure,  and  whole- 
fome. 

*  Thofe  who  wear  the  cowl. 

I  (hall 
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I  fhall  add  nothing  further,  except  to 
you  of  my  efteem,   and  to  pray  God  to  take 
you  into  his  holy  keeping* 


LETTER     XL 
From  M.  D'Alemlert* 

SIRE,  Paris,  Oftober  28,  176^ 

W  HILE  your  majefty  is  plunging  into 
the  waters  of  Landeck,  I  have  nearly  vifited 
thofe  of  the  Styx.  An  inflammation  in  my 
bowels  had  occafioned  me  to  fet  one  foot  in  the 
(mall  I  fay  fatal  or  favourable  ?)  boat.  I  ap- 
proached the  end  of  all  my  ills,  without  regret, 
and  had  taken  the  precaution  to  intreat  M. 
Watelet  to  allure  your  majefty  that  I  expired 
full  of  gratitude,  refpect,  and  attachment  to 
your  perfon.  At  length,  the'  ferryman  of  thefe 
difmal  banks,  after  having  hefitated  fome  days, 
declared  he  would  not  carry  me ;  nor  do  I 
know  when  he  will  be  difpofed  to  grant  me  a 
paflage;  though  it  feemsto  me  I  drag  on  life  at 
a  little  diftance  from  the  more,  from  which  he 
drove  me.  My  health  is  more  than  ever  lan- 
guid; I  have  almoft  continual  head- aches,  and 

fleep, 
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fleep,  which  has  forfaken  me,  does  not  return ; 
fo  that  I  am  incapable  of  application, 

To  this  affliction  is  added  the  fear  of  having 
difpleafed  your  majefty,  in  not  accepting  the 
kind  offers  you  have  deigned  to  make  me.     I 
intreat  you  would  remain  perfectly  perfuaded  I 
fpeak  nothing  but  the  truth,  when  I  affure  you 
my  ill  health  and  want  of  ftrength,  increafed 
by  my  lafl  illnefs,  are  the  fole  caufes  which  attach 
me,  not  to  a  country  which  rejects  me,  but  to 
the  climate  in  which  I  was  born.     Let  me  add, 
if  any  thing  can  recompenfe  me  for  my  lofs  in 
remaining  in  France,  and  the  hopes  of  tran- 
quillity I  might  enjoy  with  your  majefty,  it  is 
the  intereft  which  my  friends  and  even  the  pub- 
lic took,  in  my  favour,  when  I  was  wavering 
between  life  and  death.     This  taught  me  that 
the  efteem  of  worthy  men  did  not  depend  on 
the  wretched  penfion  which  I  am  (till  refufed, 
and   concerning  which  I  have  long  ceafcd  to 
trouble  myfelf.    -v  ,••  • 

I  perceive,  from  the  judgment  your  majefty 
has  pafled  on  my  work  on  the  Jefuits,  that  you 
wifhed  me  to  have  been  more  circumftantial ; 
but  it  feemed  to  me  that  the  part  of  the  fubjecl: 
which  relates  to  their  doctrine,  inftitution,  po- 
licy and  writers,  was  fufficiently  known;  and 
that  to  have  developed  the  fecret  fprings,  which 

have 
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have  accelerated  the  deftruction  of  this  daiv 
gerous  fociety,  would  have  been  attended  with 
peril.  1  therefore  thought  it  improper  to  dwell 
on  the  firft,  and  was  obliged  to  pafs  lightly  over 
the  latter,  and  be .  fatisfisd  with  giving  hints  to 
readers,  who,  like  your  majefty,  would  be  able 
to  comprehend  that  more  was  meant  than  met 
the  ear.  I  thought  it  more  ufeful,  particularly 
for  the  good  of  France,  to  do  that  which  no  one 
hitherto  had  dared  to  do;  that  is,  to  depict  botl* 
factions  as  equally  odious,  and  efpecially  the 
Janfenifts,  whom  the  deftruction  of  the  Jefuits 
had  already  rendered  infolent ;  and  who  might 
become  dangerous,  mould  not  reafon  reduce 
them  to  their  proper  rank* 

I  am  informed  your  majefty  is  in  good  health; 
that  the  waters  have  been  perfectly  fuccefsful ; 
and  that,  while  you  imagined  yourfeif  in  com- 
pany only  with  Thales,  Hippocrates,  for  the 
good  of  your  fubjects,  made  one  of  the  party. 
Your  majefty's  convalefcence  confoles  me  for 
my  own  ill  health.  A  hero  and  philofophic 
king  is  much  more  neceffary  to  the  world  than 
I  am.  Oh !  that  rqy  frail  and  feeble  machine 
might  be  permitted  once  more  to  lay  that  af- 
fection at  your  majefty's  feet  which  I  owe  you  $ 
•which  your  virtues,  great  actions,  and  benefits 

have 
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hive  engraved  on  my  heart,   and  which  will 
end  only  with  my  life  ! 

I  am  with  the  moft  profound  refpecl,  &c. 


LETTER    XII. 

B- 

Frtm  tbf  King. 

November  23, 

I  PERCEIVE,  by  your  letter,  your  mind 
is  as  much  difeafed  as  your  body ;  which  doubly 
afflicts  me.  I  mall  neither  attempt  to  cure  the 
one  nor  the  other ;  for  your  Geometricians  have 
conftitutions  peculiar  to  themfelves,  and  a  more 
elevated  manner  of  thinking  than  the  reft  of 
mankind.  Were  I  converting  with  fome  man 
of  literature,  I  mould  tell  him  that  penfions 
were  never,  in  any  country,  a  proof  of  merit ; 
that  Ovid,  banimed  as  he  was,  is  equal  in  fame 
to,  or  rather  furpafles  the  tyrant  by  whom  he 
was  oppreiTed  ;  that,  if  wealth  gave  wit,  no  peo- 
ple would  have  more  than  C.  P.  and  their  fel- 
lows ;  and  thus  that  men  of  literature  would  do 
well  to  believe  that  merit,  wit,  and  the  fame 
which  attends  on  them,  appertain  to  the  man, 
and  not  to  his  titles.  My  man  of  letters  would 
YOL,  xi.  D  b* 
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be  confoled  ;  would  write  and  be  admired,  as 
formerly,  and  would  be  happy. 

This  reafoning,  not  being  fupported  by  xx 
+  y,  cannot  thus  nakedly  be  prefented  to  the 
fublime  fciences;  though  it  is  not  the  lefs 
founded  on  a  juft  eflimate ;  on  a  companion 
between  the  gifts  of  nature  ahd  fortune ;  on  a 
precife  idea  of  what  will  moft  certainly  attract 
the  eileem  of  man,  and  what  moft  merits  that 
eileem ;  and  on  the  retrofpect  which  ought  to 
confole  every  great  man,  for  the  injuftice  he 
fuffers,  by  recollecting  that  other  great  men 
have  fuffered  greater  injuftice.  I  own  that  I 
ought  rather  to  have  cited  Galileo  and  Socrates 
than  Ovid;  but,  as  we  were  fpeaking  of  the 
Jefuits  and  not  of  the  antipodes,  as  your  ftatua- 
ries  are  not  prevented  from  adorning  your  altars 
with  images,  and  as  your  beverage  is  not  hem- 
lock, I  was  better  pleafed  to  adduce  an  author 
who  infpires  man  with  pleafure,  than  thofe  by 
whom,  as  it  is  pretended,  he  has  been .  en- 
lightened. 

Were  I  treating  on  this  fubject  with  a  foldier, 
I  mould  tell  him,  recoiled;  that  Caius  Marius 
was  never  greater,  and  never  difplayed  more 
courage  than  when,  profcribed  and  accofted  on 
the  African  more,  he  anfwered  the  officer  of 
the  pisetor,  who  ordered  him  to  retire — "  Be- 

«  gone. 


CORRESPONDENCE.  35 

u  gone,  and  fay  thou  haft  feen  Caius  Marius 
"  feated  on  the  ruins  of  Carthage  \"  It  is  in 
misfortune  that  fortitude  becomes  neceifary.  I 
would  lecture  my  warrior  on  the  morality  of 
the  Stoics.  But  what  is  morality  ?  Alas !  it  is 
out  of  falhion.  Our  age  is  frantic  after  curve 
lines.  Yet,  in  my  apprehenfion,  all  the  calcula- 
tions which  are  fo  ingenioufly  imagined  are  in- 
ferior to  thofe  principles  which  teach  us  to  go- 
vern the  raging  paffions,  and  by  which  men 
learn  to  enjoy  that  fmall  degree  of  happinefs  of 
which  their  nature  is  capable. 

I  mould  never  have  done,  were  I  to  repeat 
all  that  has  been  faid  on  this  fubject.  I  cannot 
however  perfuade  myfelf  that  you  will  not  de- 
cide according  to  what  has  lately  happened;  or 
that  you  will  not  deprive  your  enemies  of  the 
fatisfaftion  of  fuppofing  they  have  killed  you  by 
their  perfecutions.  I  .mall  be  happy  to  fee  you, 
be  the  occafion  that  procures  me  this  happinefs 
what  it  may ;  and  I  hope  that  Time,  that 
mighty  monarch,  will  draw  his  fpunge  over  the 
J>aft,  and  caufe  you  to  recover  your  health, 
eheerfulnefs,  and  eafe :  in  which  hope  I 
pray,  &c. 


Da  LETTER 
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LETTER     XIII, 

From  M.  D'dlembert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  May  19, 

I  TAKE  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  in- 
form your  majefty  that  M.  de  la  Grange  has  re- 
ceived your  propofal  with  equal  refpect  and  gra- 
titude ;  that  he  thinks  himfelf  but  too  fortunate 
to  have  merited  the  bounty  of  a  king  like  you, 
and  to  be  on  the  point  of  meriting  it  ftill  more 
by  his  labours ;  that  he  has  afked  permimon  of 
the  king  of  Sardinia,  his  fovereign,  to  accept 
your  offers ;  that  the  king  of  Sardinia  has  pro- 
mifed  to  give  him  an  anfwer  immediately,  and 
has  kindly  led  him  to  hope  that  his  requeft  will 
not  be  rejected. 

I  therefore  believe  M.  de  la  Grange  will  not 
be  long  before  he  will  come  to  replace  M. 
Euler;  and  I  dare  allure  your  majefty  that, 
both  with  refpect  to  abilities  and  induftry,  he 
will  be  an  excellent  fubftitute;  and  that,  in 
character  and  conduct,  he  will  never  excite  the 
leaft  divifion,  or  difturbance,  in  the  academy. 
I  take  the  liberty  to  intreat  your  majefty's  parti- 
cular kindnefs,  in  behalf  of  a  man  of  fuch  rare 
merit,  and  who  is  as  eftimable  for  his  fenti- 

ments 
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ments  as  for  the  fuperiority  of  his  genius.  I  think 
rayfelf  exceedingly  fortunate  to  have  fucceeded 
in  this  affair,  and  to  have  procured  fo  excellent 
a  perfon  for  your  majefty 's  academy :  it  is  an 
event  that  gives  a  fatisfadion  to  my  mind 
which  it  is  long  fince  I  before  have  felt,  and  of 
the  effects  of  which  I  am  certain  my  health  will 
be  fenfible.  I  may  at  length  flatter  myfelf  I 
have  accomplished  a  thing  agreeable  to  your 
majefty,  honourable  to  your  kingdom,  and  ad- 
vantageous to  your  academy;  and  that  I  have 
thus  afforded  your  majefty  new  marks  of  the 
fentiments  of  gratitude,  inviolable  attachment, 
and  profound  refpedt,  with  which  during  life  I 
(hall  remain,  &c, 


LETTER      XIV, 
from  M,  VAlfwltrt. 

SIRE,  Pan's,  May  2 6,  1766, 

ALL  the  letters  I  receive  from  M.  de  la 

Grange  affure  me  of  the  firm  refolution  he  has 

taken,  to  profit  by  the  offers  your  majefty  has 

teen  pleafed  to  make  him,  which  are  as  honour- 

P  3  able 
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able  as  they  are  advantageous.  If  he  have  not 
yet  departed  from  Turin,  it  is  neither  his  fault 
nor  mine,  but  that  of  the  minifters  of  the  king 
of  Sardinia ;  who,  not  daring  abfolutely  to  re- 
fufe  their  confent,  have  deferred  it  as  long  as 
poffible;  hoping  that  he  might  change  his 
opinion.  But  he  tells  me  his  opinion  is  not  to 
be  changed.  I  have  no  doubt  that,  mould  your 
majefty  think  proper  to  requeft  the  difmifiion  of 
M.  de  la  Grange,  from  the  king  of  Sardinia,  it 
will  be  immediately  obtained  ;  in  which  cafe,  as 
he  will  as  immediately  fet  out,  it  would  be  well 
if  your  majefty  would  give  orders  relative  to  the 
expence  of  the  journey.  It  is  very  fingular  that 
M.  Euler,  after  the  favours .  which  he  and  his 
family  have  received  of  your  majefty,  during  an 
abode  of  twenty-fix  years,  mould  fo  eafily  obtain 
his  difmiffion  ;  and  that  M.  de  la  Grange,  whofe 
fortune  they  have  not  thought  proper  to  fecure 
in  his  own  country,  is  obliged  to  folicit  as  a  fa- 
vour permifiion  to  go  and  enjoy,  elfewhere,  that 
juftice,  which  a  great  king  renders  his  talents. 

Your  majefty  wimes  to  have  an  aftronomer, 
and  I  believe  M.  de  Caftillon  to  be  a  proper 
perfon ;  efpecially  as  he  can  educate  his  fon  in 
the  fame  ftudies,  and  enable  him  to  be  his  fuc- 
ceffor,  mould  that  be  required.  But  it  will  be 
neceffary  that  your  majefty  fhould  iflue  orders 
'4  to 
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to  repair  the  obfervatory,  of  which  it  was  in 
great  need,  when  I  faw  it,  three  years  ago. 
But  I  perceive,  perhaps  a  little  too  late,  that  I 
here  aft,  or  appear  to  act,  the  part  of  prefident 
of  the  academy,  which  cannot  have  a  more 
worthy  or  more  enlightened  prefident  than  its 
protector,*  and  which,  to  obtain  what  is  juft, 
has  only  to  make  the  propofition  to  this  great 
king. 

The  prince  of  Brunfwic  is  here  efteemed,  be- 
loved, and  fought  after  by  every  body.  He  has 
been  at  the  academies,  and  I  have  had  the  ho- 
nour to  read  a  memoir  in  his  prefence,  at  the 
academy  of  fciences.  He  was  yefterday  at  the 
French  academy,  and  I  believe  was  not  difguft- 
ed  with  the  manner  of  his  reception.  All  are 
fo  eager  to  enjoy  his  company  that  I  have  only 
had  the  pleafure  of  converfing  a  few  moments 
with  him,  to  allure  him  of  my  refpectful  attach- 
ment to  his  auguft  houfe,  and  to  an  uncle  ftill 
more  auguft. 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refpeft,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  have  a  favour  to  requeft  from  your 
majcfty,  which  is  that  you  would  permit  M.  de 
la  Grange  to  pafs  through  Paris,  in  his  road  to 

*  After  the  death  of  Maupertuis,  the  king  appointed  him- 
felf  perpetual  prefident  of  his  academy.  It  is  faid,  he  de- 
termined never  more  to  entruft  that  office  to  another  per 
foa.  T. 

D  4  Berlin. 
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Berlin.  It  is  true,  this  will  increafe  the  length 
of  his  journey ;  but,  not  to  mention  the  pleafure 
I  (hall  have  to  fee  him,  I  can  inform  him  of 
feveral  things,  concerning  the  academy,  which 
it  is  right  he  fhould  know ;  that  he  may  be  of 
the  greater  utility  in  his  future  office,  which  he 
tyill  certainly  fill  with  fuccefs. 


LETTER      XV, 

From  M. 


SIRE,  Paris,  July  II,  1766. 

M..  De  la  Grange  muft  have  written,  fome 
time  fmce,  to  teftify  his  profound  gratitude  to 
your  majefty,  and  his  inclination  to  accept  your 
offers.  I  am  furprifed  that  the  expected  per- 
miffion  of  the  king  of  Sardinia  mould  be  fo  long 
delayed  ;  but  the  court  of  Turin,  as  your  ma- 
jefty better  than  any  perfon  knows,  is  not  hafty  in 
coming  to  a  determination.  I  however  fliall  be 
delighted  to  fee  M.  de  la  Grange  at  Berlin, 
fmce  he  will  be  an  excellent  fubflitute  for  M. 
Euler,  and  much  more  ufeful  to  the  academy 
than  I  could  be.  This  is  no  falfe  modefly,  but 
fhe  fimple  truth.  M.  de  la  Grange  is  young, 

and 
V- 
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and  I  am  almoft  old ;  his  ardour  is  rifmg,  mine 
js  on  the  decline ;  he  is  getting  up,  and  I  am 
going  to  bed. 

Your  majefty  it  is  faid  is  defirous  to  have  an 
aftronorner.  If  you  need  only  one,  and  have 
not  formed  other  views,  relative  to  M.  de  Caf- 
tillon,  from  the  particular  ftudy  which  he  has 
made  of  aftronomy  and  optics,  I  think  him  a  very 
proper  perfon  for  the  place.  If  I  do  not  miftake, 
the  obfervatory  of  the  academy  is  in  need  of  re- 
pairs, and  improvements ;  at  leaft  if  it  be  in  the 
ftate  in  which  I  faw  it  three  years  ago.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  I  wait  the  ultimate  orders  of  your  ma- 
jefty, if  you  Qiould  have  any  to  give.  I  flatter 
niyfelf  you  will  do  juftice  to  my  zeal,  and  the 
delire  I  have  to  be  ufeful  to  the  academy  ;  and 
it  is  for  this  reafon  that  I  propofe  M.  de  Caf- 
tillon. 

The  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwic  is  departed 
with  the  general  efteem,  and  praifes,  of  all  thofe 
who  have  had  the  happinefs  to  be  acquainted 
with  him ;  and  I  imagine  he  is  well  fatisfied 
with  his  reception,  of  which,  paft  all  doubt,  he 
was  highly  worthy.  We  have  the  duke  de 
Deux-Ponts  here,  who  is  by  no  means  fo  popu- 
lar, though  he  had  the  honour  to  command  that 
fine  army  of  the  empire  which  diftinguifhed  it- 
felf  fo  much,  in  the  laft  war,  and  which  con- 
tended with  the  Swedes  for  fame. 

I  know 
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I  know  not  whether  I  have  mentioned  an 
abridgment  of  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  printed 
at  Berne.  The  place  of  printing  it  was  well 
chofen,  and  brings  to  my  mind  the  fong  which 
begin s^-Bernons  Berms^uifqu'il  nous  berne*.  It 
is  an  edifying  work,  and  the  preface  in  particu- 
lar deferves  to  be  read.  It  feems  to  me  to  be 
by  the  hand  of  the  mailer  -f-  ;  and,  be  the  au- 
thor who  he  will,  Reafon  ought  to  return  him 
her  thanks. 

I  am  with  the  mod  profound  refpect,  and 
every  fentiment  of  gratitude  and  inviolable  at- 
tachment, which  J  (hall  eternally  preferve,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  have  juft  received  a  letter  from  M. 
Bitaube,  who  feems  moft  gratefully  affected  by 
your  majefty's  kindnefs,  and  determined  to 
merit  it  more  and  more. 

*  This  is  a  play  on  words,  which  cannot  be  translated. 
Werner  fignifies  to  ridicule,  or  tofs  in  a  blanket ;  Bernis  was 
the  well-known  cardinal  and  minifter  of  whom  the  king  fpeaks, 
in  his  Hittory  of  the  Seven  Years  War.  T. 

•j-  De  main  de  maiire  ;  the  fignaturc,  or  fubftitute  -for  a 
name,  under  which  forae  of  the  king  of  Pruffia's  works  were 
publifhed.  T. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      XVI. 

From  the  King, 

July,  26,  1766. 

E  fieur  de  la  Grange  will  foon  be  at 
Berlin.  He  has  obtained  the  difmiffion  he  foil- 
cited;  and  to  your  cares  and  recommendation 
am  I  indebted  for  having  replaced  a  half-blind 
mathematician,  by  a  mathematician  with  both 
his  eyes,  which  will  efpecially  pleafe  the  anato- 
mical members  of  my  academy.  The  modefty 
with  which  you  compare  yourfelf  to  the  fieur  de 
la  Grange  raifes  inftead  of  detracting  from  your 
merit ;  nor  will  it  deceive  me,  concerning  the 
manner  in  which  I  ought  to  think  of  and  efteem, 
you.  Our  academy  has  a  fufficient  fupply  of 
members  at  prefent.  We  have  the  fieur  Caftil- 
lon  and  his  fon,,  who  obferve  the  heavens.  The 
building  appropriated  to  the  academy  and  the 
obfervatory  are  both  under  repair. 

M.  Euler,  who 'is  in  love  even  to  madnefs 
with  the  great  and  little  bear,  has  travelled 
northward  to  obferve  them  more  at  his  eafe. 
The  fhip  which  bore  him  and  his  xz  and  yy 
has  been  wrecked.  All  is  loft,  which  is  a  pity, 
for  there  were  materials  enough  to  have  formed 

fix 
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fix  volumes,  in  folio,  of  memoirs  in  figures  from, 
beginning  to  end ;  and  Europe,  in  all  proba- 
bility, will  be  deprived  of  the  agreeable  amufe- 
ment  which  fuch  a  courfe  of  reading  would  have 
afforded.  While  Euler  is  proceeding  toward  the 
north,  my  nephew  is  travelling  fouthward.  He 
thinks  the  French  nation  the  moil  civil  and  mod 
gallant  of  any  in  Europe ;  and,  to  fpeak  in  your 
own  ftyle,  fuppofes  your  politenefs  toward  fo- 
reigners increafes  in  the  inverfe  ratio  of  the 
fquare  of  the  ills  that  have  been  done  you. 

Ygu  tell  me  of  a  chronological  abridgment 
of  church  hiftory,  with  which  I  am  unacquaint- 
ed. I  feldom  read  prefaces ;  I  have  heard  how- 
ever that  the  author  of  this  preface  is  equally  in- 
folent  and  impudent,  and  that  he  has  had  the. 
impertinence  to  prove,  by  a  diflertation,  that 
Jean  le  Blanc  meant  no  more  than  Jean  Farine** 
It  is  faid  they  are  dill  in  the  habit  of  burning 
books  in  France.  This  may  be  one  resource  in 
a  hard  winter  :  for  (rjould  wood  fail  books  will 
not,  provided  the  writing  and  not  the  writer  be 
burned.  That  would  be  a  little  too  ferious,  and 
I  mould  begin  to  be  out  of  temper,  if  they  col- 
lected faggots  fcr  certain  philofophers,  in  behalf 
of  whom  1  fhall  always  intereft  myfelf, 
I  pray  God,  &c. 

*  Jean  Farms  fignifies  much  the  fame  as  T&m  Foot.    T. 

LETTER, 


CORRESPONDENCE.  4£ 

LETTER      XVII. 

From  M.  "D'Alemlert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  September  12,  1766. 

JM.  De  la  Grange  arrived  here  on  the  2d 
inftant,  agreeable  to  the  permiffion  your  majefty 
granted  him  to  pafs  through  Paris.  We  have 
daily  met,  and  I  find  him  full  of  gratitude  for 
your  majefty's  bounties,  and  very  defirous  of 
acting  agreeable  to  the  opinion  you  have  formed 
of  him.  Your  academy  will  not  only  acquire  a 
very  great  mathematician,  at  leaft  equal  to  any 
man  at  prefent  in  Europe,  but  a  true  philofo- 
pher  in  every  poffible  fenfe  of  the  word  ;  fupe- 
rior  to  the  prejudices  and  fuperftitions  of  men ; 
without  ambition  or  intrigue;  only  delighting 
in  labour  and  tranquillity,  and  of  the  moft  mild, 
and  fociable  temper. 

He  has  intreated  me  to  requefl  a  favour  of 
your  majefty,  which  certainly  will  be  obtained 
with  facility.  M.  Euler  was  the  Director  of  the 
mathematical  clafs,  and  it  appears  quite  natural 
that  M.  de  la  Grange  mould  fucceed  to  that 
place,  fmce  your  majefty  has  fent  for  him  to  be 
the  fubftitute  of  M.  Euler,  of  which  he  is  very 
capable.  If  however  your  majefty  mould  have 

other 
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other  views,  relative  to  the  place  of  Director, 
M.  de  la  Grange,  well  fatisfied  with  the  fifteen 
hundred  crowns  which  your  majefty  is  pleafed 
to  grant  him,  will  not  infift  on  this  point ;  he 
only  intreats  your  majefty  would  be  kind  enough 
to  name  a  Director  before  his  arrival,  in  order 
that  the  court  of  Turin,  which  would  not  detain 
him,  and  which  yet  is  vexed  at  his  lofs,  mould 
not  imagine  that  M.  de  la  Grange,  at  his  firft 
coming,  mould  meet  an  apparent  kind  of  dif- 
grace.  It  is  neceffary  to  the  advantage  of 
fcience  and  letters,  which  your  majefty  protects, 
not  to  give  thofe  ,by  whom  they  are  neglected 
the  fmalleft  caufe  of  triumph,  who  would  be 
very  happy  did  the  Learned  not  find  in  your  ma- 
jefty that  honour  and  afylum  which  they  merit. 
I  imagine,  fire,  that  M.  de  la  Grange  will  be 
at  Berlin  about  the  i5th  of  October.  His  arri- 
val will  not  be  delayed  by  the  fhort  trip  which 
reafons  of  moft  refpectable  friendfhip  oblige  him 
to  make  to  London  ;  for  M.  de  la  Grange  will 
deduct  the  time,  his  journey  will  take,  from  that 
which  your  majefty  allowed  him  to  remain  with 
me.  Befide  that  the  paffage  from  London  to 
Berlin,  by  fea,  will  be  much  more  Ihort,  lefs- 
embarraffing,  and  lefs  expenfive,  than  that  by 
land  from  Paris ;  becaufc  of  the  difficulty  of  the 
roads,  the  inconvenience  of  carriages,  and  his 

ignorance 
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ignorance  of  the  (German)    language,    which 
would  have  rendered  it  tedious  and  difficult. 

M.  de  la  Grange  has  fpoken  to  me  of  another 
excellent  perfon,  whom  he  imagines  your  ma- 
jefty  might  eafily  acquire,  for  your  military  fer- 
vice,  and  in  addition  to  that  for  your  academy. 
This  perfon  is  the  chevalier  Daviet  de  Fon- 
cenex;  a  man  of  family  and  much  merit,  efpeci- 
ally  as  an  engineer.     M.  de  la  Grange  is  per- 
fuaded  he  would  be.  a.  very  proper  perfon  to 
form  a  fuperior  fchool  of  this  kind.     At  prefent 
he  is  at  fea,  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia, where  he  is   ill  fatisfied  with  his  treat- 
ment.    His   return  will   be  in  the  month   of 
November.     Your  Majefty  may  enquire,  con- 
cerning him,  of  fome  of  the  Piedmonrefe  officers 
who  are  in  your  fervice;  for  M.  de  la  Grange 
would  not  write  directly  on  the  fubject,  for  rea- 
fons  which  your  majefly  will  eafily  comprehend  ; 
though  he  feems  .to  me  convinced  that  your 
majefty  would  make  an  excellent  acquifition  in 
M.  de  Foncenex.     Permit  me  to  congratulate 
myfelf  for  having  at  length  given  your  majefty 
marks  of  my  attachment  and  zeal,  by  procuring 
a  member  for  your  academy,  who  will  be  much 
more  ufeful  than  I  could  be,  and  who  is  formed 
to  do  it  the  higheft  honour,  by  his  labours  and 
abilities.  My  ill  health  has  almoft  extinguifhed 

the 
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the  little  ardour  and  genius  nature  had  given 
me,  and  I  muft  think  of  retirement.  Yet  never1 
will  thofe  fentiments  of  gratitude,  admiration,  in- 
violable attachment,  and  profound  refpedl,  &c* 


LETTER      XVIII. 

From  M.  TfAhmlert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  September  14,  1766. 

IV1.  De  la  Grange  will  have  the  honour 
to  prefent  your  majefty  with  this  letter.  I  have 
every  reafon  to  believe,  from  the  knowledge  I 
have  of  his  fortunate  genius,  his  arduous  in- 
duftry,  and  the  gentlenefs  of  his  character,  that 
your  majefty  will  be  pleafed  I  have  procured 
your  academy  a  man  of  his  merit.  I  do  not 
hefitate  to  affirm  that  his  fame,  which  is  already 
great,  will  continually  increafe;  and  that  the- 
fciences  will  have  an  eternal  obligation  to  you, 
for  the  honourable  and  advantageous  fituation 
in  which  you  are  pleafed  to  place  this  learned 
man ;  whom,  as  a  worthy  and  refpeclable 
philofopher,  I  take  the  liberty  to  coniign  to 
your  majefty's  protection.  My  great  regret  is 
that  I  could  not  accompany  him  ;  but  a  feeble 
2  ftate 
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(late  of  health,  which  requires  the  utmoft  care, 
deprives  me  of  this  happinefs.  Perhaps  it  may 
ftrengthen,  and  I  will  then  immediately  profit 
by  fuch  a  bleffing,  once  more  to  lay  thofe  fenti- 
ments  of  refpedt  and  gratitude,  which  I  mall 
ever  preferve,  at  your  majefty's  feet. 

I  was  a  few  days  fince  informed  of  the  deci- 
fion,  worthy  of  Solomon,  given  by  your  ma- 
jefty ;  which  is  the  punimment  to  which,  as  it 
is  faid,  you  would  have  condemned  the  unfor- 
tunate people  of  Abbeville,  who  have  beea 
lately  murdered  in  France,  for  riot  having 
taken  off  their  hats,  when  a  proceffion  was 
paffing,  and  for  having  fung  a  fong.  Your 
majefly  would  juftly  have  too  ill  an  opinion  of 
the  French  nation,  did  I  not  aflure  you  that 
this  judgment,  as  atrocious  as  it  is  abfurd,  has 
made  every  heart  revolt  in  France,  which  was 
not  deftitute  .of  humanity  and  common  fenfe* 
Philofophy,  fire,  has  great  need  of  that  protec- 
tion, enlightened  as  it  is  powerful,  which  your 
majefty  grants :  the  fury  with  which  it  is  perfe- 
cuted  is  greater  than  ever,  on  the  part  of  the 
priefts  and  parliaments ;  who  amid  the  civil  war 
they  carry  on  occafionally  agree  on  a  few  days 
truce,  that  they  may  combine  to  torment  fages. 

Thefe  parliaments,  very  unworthy  of  the  fa- 
vourable opinion  foreigners  have  conceived  of 

VOL.  xi«         .  E  them, 
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thetti,  arejf  pomble  more  degraded  than  the 
clergy  themfelves,  from  the  intolerant  and  per- 
fecting fpirit  by  which  they  are  governed;  The 
members  of  them  are  neither  magistrates  nor 
even  citizens,  but  poor  bigotted  Janfenifts;  who, 
had  they  the  power,  would  make  us  groan  un-< 
der  the  defpotifm  of  theological  abfurdities,  and 
in  that  dark  ignorance  which  is  the  refult  of 
fuperftition  and  oppremon. 

It  is  my  opinion,  fire,  that  the  only  part  the 
philofopher  can  take,  who  is  unable  to  forfake 
his  country,  is  partly  to  yield  to  and  partly  to 
Hem  the  abominable  torrent :  to  fpeak  only  a 
quarter  of  the  truth,  if  it  be  dangerous  to  fpeak 
the  whole ;  which  quarter  may  be  always  fpoken 
to  advantage,  and  without  injury  to  the  author. 
In  more  fortunate  times,  the  other  three  quar- 
ters mail  in  their  turn  be  fpoken ;  either  fuc- 
ceffively  or  at  once;  when  we  no  longer  have 
cither  parliaments  or  priefts;  or  when  parlia- 
ments become  juft,  and  priefls  fage. 

This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  your  majefty 
long  after  its  date,  for  I  give  it  to  M.  de  la 
Grange,  on  his  departure  for  London.  I  regret 
fome  few  days  which  he  meant  to  have  beftovved 
on  me,  but  which  he  dedicates  to  this  journey. 
His  arrival  at  Berlin  will  not  be  delayed,  be- 
caufe  the  pafTage  by  fea,  from  London  to 

Berlin, 
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Berlin,  will  be  much  fhorter  and  lefs  trouble- 
fome  than  by  land  from  this  place. 

I  am  with  the  molt  profound  refped,  &e. 


LETTER      XIX. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  November  21 ,  1766. 

IHE  letter  your  majefty  did  me  the 
honour  to  write  has  given  me  the  moft  fenfible; 
pleafure.  I  perceive  you  are  not  dhTatisfied 
with  the  converfations  you  have  had  with  M. 
dela  Grange^  and  that  you  have  found  this  great 
mathematician  to  be,  as  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  pronounce  him,  an  excellent  philofopherj  and 
well  read  in  polite  literature*.  I  dare  affirm 
your  majefty's  fatisfaction  will  gradually  in- 
creafe,  and  that  you  will  find  him  as  worthy  of 
your  kindnefs  from  character  as  from  abilities. 

*  In  the  Correfpondance  Secrette  de  la  Cour  de  Berlin,  Lettre 
LI.  we  find  count  Mirabeau  petitioning  M.  de  Calonne  to 
grant  this  fame  M.  de  la  Grange  a  penfion,  becaufe  he  had 
been  left  in  poverty  and  negleft  after  twenty  years  fevere 
labour*  Mirabeau  fpeaks  of  him  in  very  high  and  perhaps 
extravagant  terms.  T. 

E  a  .  He 
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He  appears  to  me  penetrated  with  gratitude, 
by  the  manner  in  which  your  majefty  received 
him;  and,  enchanted  by  the  converfation  you 
have  condefcended  to  hold  with  him,  he  is  firmly 
refolved  to  exert  his  whole  powers,  that  he  may 
equal  the  opinion  your  majefty  has  conceived  of 
him,  and  by  which  he  is  infinitely  flattered. 

Yes,  M.  de  la  Grange  will  act  thus,  nor  do  I 
think  I  run  any  rifk  by  fuch  an  aflertion  :  he  will 
furpafs  us  all,  or  at  leaft  prevent  our  being  re- 
gretted !  For  my  own  part  I  am  no  longer  any 
thing  better  than  an  invalid  officer  in  geo- 
metry ;  my  mind  is  no  longer  capable  of  the 
application  which  this  ftudy  requires,  and  my 
health,  though  paflable,  is  only  fupported  by  eafe 
and  regimen.  1  am  not  without  hope  that  I 
(hall  one  day  again  fee  your  majefty,  and  again 
lay  thefe  fentiments,  with  which  I  am  fo  juftly 
penetrated,  at  your  feet.  Your  majefty  pretends 
if  I  do  not  make  hafte  I  (hall  find  you  in  your 
dotage,  but  I  amVvell  convinced  you  never  will 
doat;  though,  mould  this  misfortune  happen, 
you  need  not  fear  my  prefence,  for  let  my 
.underftanding  decreafe  but  a  little  and  I  (hall 
doat  too. 

I  hav^admired,  and  have  caufed  the  philofo- 
phers  of  this  country  likewife  to  admire,  all 
which  your  majefty  has  done  me  the  honour  to 


CORRESPONDENCE.  ^J 

fay  on  the  abufes  and  atrocious  abfurdities  of 
criminal  jurifprudence  in  France ;  *  on  the 
equal  though  oppofite  fanaticifm  of  our  parlia- 
ments and  priefts;  and  on  the  part  which  & 
prudent  man  ought  to  take  among  men  fo  ho: 
headed  and  fo  foolim.  This,  fire,  is  the  very 
part  I  do  take.  To  defpife  the  madman  and 
honour  the  fage  is  my  motto,  and  this  is  nearly  all 
I  can  do  in  favour  of  reafon,  to  which  I  can  no 
longer  be  of  much  ufe,  except  by  my  good 
wifhes. 

But  the  firft,  the  mod  fincere  and  moft  con- 
flant  of  my  prayers,  are  thofe  which  I  make  for 
your  majefty;  their  ardour  is  equal  to  the  fenti- 
ments  of  refpect,  admiration,  and  eternal  grati- 
tude, with  which  I  remain,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  M. 
de  Caftillon  to  your  majefty 's  goodnefs.  He  is 
defirous  to  obtain  the  penfion  annexed  to  the 
place  of  aftronomer,  the  functions  of  which  he 
performs;  and  I  think  his  requeft  reafonable. 
Your  majefty  knows  I  have  never  deceived  you, 
and  this  induces  me  to  take  the  freedom  of 
fpeaking  to  you  with  fo  much  confidence. 

*  The  Bafil  edition  fays  the  letter  of  the  king,  here  referred 
to,  is  loft  ;  but  from  this  paffage  there  is  greater  reafon  to 
fuppofe  it  is  fupprefled.  T. 

E  3  LET* 
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LETTER      XX. 

From  M,  D'4kmlert. 
3  I  R  E,  Paris,  December  12,  1766* 

X  OUR  majefty  will  immediately  receive, 
or  have  perhaps  already  received,  a  very  flight 
and  feeble  performance  by  one  of  your  admirers, 
•the  fifth  volume  of  my  Melanges  de  Literature,  * 
In  behalf  of  which  I  requeft  the  fame  indulgence 
2nd  kindnefs  with  which  your  majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  honour  the  preceding  volumes.  It 
contains  little  which  is  not  already  known  to 
your  majefty.  I  have  however  made  fome  al- 
terations, not  always  for  the  better,  but  that 
I  might  not  too  much  offend  the  quacks  of  every 
kind,  who  wifli  to  lord  it  over  the  understanding, 
I  have  inferted,  with  fuch  additions  as  appear  to 
me  necefTary  for  the  public,  and  fuch  modifica- 
tions as  certain  fubjects  required,  moft  of  thofe 
explanations  which  I  had  the  honour  to  prefent 
to  your  majefty  on  my  Elements  of  Philofophy. 
There  are  however  certain  articles  which  I  have 
thought  proper  to  fupprefs,  becaufe  I  have' been 
educated,  not  like  Mr.  Chicanery,  in  the  fear  of 

and  the  bailiffs,  but  in  the  fear  of  God  and 

*  JJterary  Mifcellanies, 
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the  priefts,  and  of  parliaments,  who  are  as  bad 
as  the  priefts. 

I  moft  humbly  intreat  your  majefty  in  foma 
vacant  moments,  or  rather  in  fome  moments  of 
recreation,  for  you  have  none  of  the  former,  juft 
to  caft  a  look  at  this  volume,  and  inftruct  me 
with  your  reflections  and  views.  You  will  find 
in  me  that  docility  which  a  philofopher  owes  to 
him  whom  he  regards  as  his  chief  and  his  model. 
What  renders  the  volume  interefting  to  me  is, 
the  opportunity  I  have  there  had  in  various  paf- 
fages  to  exprefs,  with  that  truth  which  I  profefs, 
the  eternal  fentiments  of  admiration  and  refpect 
with  which  I  am  penetrated  toward  the  hero  of 
the  age,  fentiments  which  can  end  only  with 
life. 

Your  majefty  will  perhaps  foon  fee  an  heir 
born  to  your  illuftrious  houfe.  I  requeft  I  may 
beprevioufly  informed;  affured  as  I  am  of  all  the 
joy  which  I  (hall  feel  at  the  event.  This  heir,  fire, 
ihould  fate  grant  him,  will  have  no  neecl  to  tra- 
vel far  in  fearch  of  great  examples;  he  will  find 
them  by  his  fide;  he  will  read  the  life  of  his 
great  uncle  whom  he  will  defpair  ever  to  equal. 

!  am,  with  moft  profound  refpect,  &c. 


£4  LET- 
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From  M.  D'Ahmbert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  February  6,  1767, 

A  OUR  majefty,  I  believe,  will  do  me  the 
juftice  to  be  perfuaded  that  I  never  (hall  'take 
the  liberty  to  fpeak  to  you  on  any  affairs,  ex- 
cept thofe  in  which  literature  and  the  fciences 
are  interefted.  I  have  not  however  been  able 
to  refufe  the  prince  of  Salm,  who  honours  me 
with  his  kindnefs,  the  requeft  he  made  me  to 
convey  a  letter  from  him  to  your  majefty.  You, 
fire,  will  determine  whether  his  demands  are  juft, 
and  whether  you  ought  to  grant  him  your  fup- 
port.  On  this  occafion  I  fhall  only  allow  my- 
felf  to  fay  that  the  prince  of  Salm  appears  to  me 
worthy  of  your  majefty's  favour,  by  his  perfonal 
qualities,  and  thofe  fentiments  of  refpect  and  ad- 
miration with  which  I  have  continually  known 
him  penetrated,  in  behalf  of  the  hero  of  the  age. 
To  thefe  fentiments  he  adds  that  of  eternal  gra- 
titude for  the  kindnefs  with  which  he  has  already 
been  honoured  by  your  majefty. 

I,  like  your  majefty,  occafionally  receive  me- 
moirs fufficiently  violent  againft  *  *  *.  Should 
this  continue,  (he  will  be  more  worthy  of  pity 

than 
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than  hatred,  for  the  torture  is  applied  without 
mercy.  It  is  pleafant  to  obferve  how  the  author 
of  thefe  memoirs,  at  each  lafli  he  gives  poor  ***, 
is  panic-ftruck  the  moment  the  arm  falls,  left 
vengeance  *  mould  repay  him  a  hundred  fold, 
and  to  fee  him  pafs  his  life,  like  St.  Peter,  in  de- 
nying and  repenting. 

A  propos  of  St.  Peter,  whofe  patrimony  it  is 
faid  will  foon  be  on  fale.  Your  majefty  ought 
to  be  the  purchafer.  How  glad  mould  I  be  to 
receive  a  brief  of  indulgence,  which  I  flatter  my- 
felf  I  mould  not  be  refufed !  The  truth  is,  the  vicar 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  it  is  faid,  is  on  the  eve  of  bank- 
ruptcy; that  the  people  of  Rome  are  dying  with 
hunger;  that  his  holinefs  has  fhut  up  the  opera 
houfe,  to  appeafe  the  wrath  of  God ;  and  that 
the  ancient  Romans,  who  required  nothing  but 
bread  and  public  exhibitions,  would  think  the 
modern  Romans  much  to  be  pitied,  who  have 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 

M.  de  Stain ville,  who  treated  the  French  na- 
tion fo  ill  at  Spa,  as  I  was  informed  three  years 
ago  by  your  majefty,  has  lately  treated  his  wife 
worfe,  whom  he  has  (hut  up  in, a  convent,  be- 
caufe  me  wiflied  to  impofe  the  children  of  a 
player  upon  him  as  his  own.  If  every  hufband 
in  the  fame  predicament  were  to  act  with  the 

*  The  French  reads  juftice.     T, 

fame 
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fame  rigour,  the  trade  of  our  wives  of  fafhiort 
would  foon  be  ruined. 

The  father  of  M.  de  la  Grange  is  unhappy  at 
not  hearing  from  him,  and  fears  left  their  reci- 
procal letters  mould  be  intercepted  at  Turin. 
Let  me  intreat  your  majefty  to  interpofe  in  his 
behalf  with  the  king  of  Sardinia,  that  the  fon 
may  be  permitted  to  write  to  his  father ;  for  1 
cannot  imagine  that  M.  de  la  Grange  has  mif- 
taken  your  majefty  for  Jefus  Chrift,  to  follow 
whom  he  has  renounced  both  father  and  mother, 
agreeable  to  the  morality  of  the  gofpel. 

M.  de  Catt  will  give  your  majefty  the  me- 
moir which  I  read  at  the  academy  of  fciences, 
on  the  day  when  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunf- 
wick  honoured  it  with  his  prefence.  It  is  on  a  ufe- 
ful  fubject,  on  which  I  employ  myfelf  as  much 
as  my  feeble  health  will  permit,  for  I  have  more 
need  of  fleep  and  digeftion  than  of  papal  indul- 
genties.  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  keep  on  paff- 
able  terms  with  thefe  two  deities ;  I  fay  deities, 
for  I  hold  them  to  be  the  moft,  beneficent  of 
any  with  which  the  world  is  acquainted ;  for  this 
reafon  I  arn  determined,  according  to  the  pru- 
dent advice  of  your  majefty,  to  do  nothing  by 
which  they  may  be  difturbed.  Nature  has  given 
me  but  a  poor  patrimony  of  this  kind,-  nor  is 

fere 
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there  any  need  of  my  folly  to  totally  wafte  it  by 
the  diffipation  of  the  mind. 

I  know  not  whether  your  majefty  has  received 
the  fifth  volume  of  my  mifcelknies,  which  I  had 
the  honour  to  mention  in  my  laft  letter.  Let 
me  intreat  you  to  tell  me  your  opinion  with 
your  ufual  goodnefs.  Voltaire  feems  fatisfied 
with  it ;  but  he  is  much  more  delighted,  as  well 
Jie  may  be,  with  the  letters  which  your  majefty 
writes  to  him,  of  which  he  fpeaks  inceflantly, 
and  with  tranfport. 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refpecl:,  &c. 


LETTER      XXII. 

from  M.  VAlemlert. 
SIRE,  .  Paris,  February  10,  1767, 

I  H  A  D  the  honour  a  few  days  fince  to 
write  a  long  letter  to  your  majefty,  by  which  I 
fear  I  intruded  upon  your  precious  moments, 
and  made  an  abufive  ufe  of  your  kindnefs.  This 
'  letter  (hall  be  more  fliort,  for  I  do  not  wi(h  of- 
ten to  commit  the  fame  fault.  I  (hall  confine 
myfelf  to  prefent  to  your  mmjefty  the  letter  and 
work  that  accompany  this,  on  the  part  of  one 
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of  the  men  of  letters  whom  I  moft  love  and 
efteem,  M.  Marmontel,  one  of  the  moft  diftin- 
guimed  members  of  the  French  academy. 

The  work,  fire,  appears  to  me  worthy  of 
being  read  and  judged  by  a  hero ;  it  contains 
important  maxims  which  your  majefty  has  long 
put  in  practice ;  and  the  moft  nattering  recom- 
penfe  the  author  can  defire  for  his  labours  is  to 
be  honoured  by  the  fuffrage  of  your  majefty, 
teftined  by  yourfelf. 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refpect,  &c. 


LETTER     XXIII. 

From  M.  IT  Alembert  . 
SIRE,  April  i  o,  1767. 


the  utmoft  circumfpedion  only 
do  I  dare  fpeak  to  your  majefty  on  an  affair 
which  no  way  relates  to  literature  ;  but  a  perfon 
in  place,  to  whom  I  have  obligations,  has  in- 
treated  me  to  prefent  the  memoir  which  accom- 
panies this  to  your  majefty.  The  fubject  of  it  is 
a  Frenchman  who  is  faid  to  be  rather  unfortunate 
than  guilty,  and  of  whom,  it  appears,  even  his 
judges  gave  favourable  teftimony.  Your  ma- 

.     jefty 
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jefty  has  been  kind  enough  to  abridge  the  term 
of  his  imprifonment  by  one  half;  yet  this  term 
is  expired,  and  he  is  ftill  in  prifon,  contrary  to 
your  orders,  as  it  is  fuppofed.  I  am  well  allured 
he  will  obtain  redrefs  if  he  deferve  it ;  and  I 
humbly  pray  your  majefty  would  be  pleafed  to 
command  information  to  be  fent  me  of  the  fen- 
tence  that  was  pronounced,  that  I  may  give  an 
account  of  it  to  the  perfons  who  recommended 
this  bufmefs  to  my  notice. 

Your  majefty  has  done  me  the  honour  to  in- 
form me  you  are  not  of  my  opinion,  in  cer- 
tain paflages  of  my  laft  work,  concerning  poetry 
and  mufic.  I  neverthelefs  flatter  myfelf,  if  I 
had  the  honour  of  converfing  with  you,  on  thefe 
fubjects,  you  would  then  find  I  think  in  reality 
like  you ;  and  that  perhaps  I  only  differ  in  my 
mode  of  expremon.  I  fhould  be  induced  to 
imagine  I  was  wrong,  mould  our  opinions  be  ef- 
fentially  contradictory.  For  example,  I  join 
your  majefty  in  laughing  at  the  late  count  Alga- 
rotti,  on  the  pretended  power  of  painting  duft ; 
nor  do  I  think  the  art  capable  of  depicting 
all  things.  I  only  think,  and  have  faid,  that 
founds  may  infpire  fimilar  feelings  to  thofe 
which  are  infpired  by  certain  objects  of  fight, 
and  thus  excite  or  recal  the  idea  of  fuch  objects. 

M.  Marmontel  will  certainly  be  very  much 
5  flattered 
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flattered  by  the  obfervations  your  majefty  has 
fent  him  on  his  poetics,  and  will  anfwer  your 
majefty  with  more  fatisfaction  than  he  will  the 
Sorbonne,  on  his  Belifarius.  Would  you  be- 
lieve, fire,  he  is  actually  at  war  with  thefe  good 
doctors,  for  having  faid  that  Trajan,  Marcus 
Aurelius,  and  the  other  Frederics  of  part,  ages, 
over  whom  the  heroes  of  the  prefent  age  have 
the  advantage  of  having  been  baptifed,  may, 
notwithstanding  the  want  of  fuch  baptifmal  pafs- 
port,  be  now  in  paradife,  with  Cato,  Socrates, 
Ariftides,  and  fome  other  fellows  of  the  like 
kidney,  whom  paganifm  produced  ?  May  I  die, 
lire,  if  1  know  any  thing  where  thefe  good  folks 
are ;  but,  if  they  are  in  the  fame  place  with  the 
defunct  doctors,  I  believe  them  to  be  in  hell ; 
and  for  this  reafon,  that  the  wranglings  to  which 
they  are  obliged  to  liften  muft  be  to  them  the 
worft  of  torments. 

I  have  read  and  re-read,  a  thoufand  times, 
with  the  moft  tender  and  refpectful  gratitude, 
all  that  your  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  add, 
with  your  own  hand,  in  the  letter  which  you 
have  done  me  the  honour  to  addrefs  to  me. 
You  may  well  fay  you  cannot  underftand  the 
Contradictory  follies  which  abound  in  certain 
countries,  no  more  than  you  can  thofe  delightful 
and  important  quarrels  which  are  maintained 
7  betvveea 
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between  our  pedants  of  the  eoif  and  our  pedants 
of  the  band. 

While  thefe  vermin  are  worrying  each  other^ 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  fixed  on  your  majefty. 
Men  talk  of  Poland,  Dantzick,  and  the  Dif- 
fidents ;  concerning  whom  I  imagine  your  ma- 
efty troubles  yourfelf  but  little.  In  fine,  they 
talk  of  I  know  not  what !  But  whither  arn  I 
wandering  ?  I  think  I  hear  your  majefty  an- 
fwering  me  as  Achilles  did  Agamemnon: 

Vous  TiJeZ  de  if  op  loin  dans  lesfecrets  des  Dleux  *. 

I  did  not  wait  your  majefty's  commands  to 
allure  the  rotund  abbe  d'Olivet  that  you  were 
acquainted  with  the  e  mute  wherever  you  met 
the  gentleman;  and  that  cre-p  was  certainly  a 
German  word.  There  are  more  eflential  faults 
in  the  profody  of  this  fat  ex-jefuit ;  for  fuch  he 
has  the  honour  to  be;  and  I  would  advife 
foreigners  not  to  place  too  much  faith  in  a 
great  number  of  his  rules. 

The  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick,  who  is 
come  to  remain  here  a  few  days,  was  received 
with  the  fame  welcome  as  he  was  on  his"  for- 
mer vifit ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf  that,  though  he 
ihould  not  think  us  very  reafonable,  he  will  at 

*  Too  far  you  fearch  the  fccrets  of  the  gods. 

R.ACINE* 

kail 
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leaft  think  us  very  polite,  and  juft,  as.  far  an 
refpeds  himfelf.  I  have  more  than  once  had 
the  fatisfa&ion  to  exprefs  the  fentiments  with 
which  I  am  penetrated  for  your  majefty  to  this 
prince,  who  can  allure  you  of  the  veneration  in 
which  you  are  held,  by  all  eflimable  men  of 
letters. 

Whether  your  majefty  make  peace  or  war, 
the  thing  in  which  I  am  moft  interefted  is  that 
you  mould  be  in  good  health,  that  you  Ihould 
long  continue  to  be  the  admiration  of  Europe, 
and  that  you  would  kindly  be  pleafcd  occafion- 
ally  to  remember  the  eternal  gratitude,  invio- 
lable attachment,  and  profound  refpeft,  with 
which  I  {hall  all  my  life  remain,  &c. 


LETTER      XXIV. 

From  the  King. 

May  5,  1767. 

I T  is  impoflible  for  me  to  anfwer  you  on 
the  fubjeft  of  the  prifoner  for  whom  you  in- 
tereft  yourfelf,  becaufe  I  am  equally  unacquaint- 
ed with  his  crime  and  his  name.  Information 
has  been  fent  for,  to  the  tribunals  of  Embden 
and  Cleves;  and  we  muft  wait  their  report,  to 

learn 
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learn  of  what  this  man  is  accufed.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  I  flatter  nlyfelf  the  colleges  of  juflice, 
in  my  dominions,  will  not  carry  the  forgetfulnefs 
of  forms,  and  ramnefs  of  fentence,  to  the  fame 
excefs  as  is  done  in  the  French  courts  of  juftice; 
nor  can  I  think  an  innocent  man  has  been  con- 
demned, unlefs,  during  the  war,  things  have 
happened  the  knowledge  of  which  never  reached 
me. 

You  prefs  me  to  tell  you  what  I  think  of  the 
additions  you  have  made  to  your  literary  eflays. 
I  think  I  recollect  having  written  to  you  that  I 
read  that  part  of  the  work  in  which  you  conde- 
fcend  to  fink  the  fcience  of  thejublime  geometry 
to  the  level  of  my  ignorance,  and  that  I  highly 
approved  of  the  wifdom  and  circumfpection  with 
which  you  treated  of  metaphyfical  fubjects,  deli- 
cate and  dark  as  they  are,  for  that  I  thought  this 
the  only  manner  of  treating  on  them,  without 
raifing  up  a  fwarm  of  doctors,  armed  with  ana- 
themas and  imprecations. 

The  part  which  relates  to  the  fine  arts  is  more 
free.  Men  are  permitted  to  fay  all  they  pleafe 
on  hiftory,  poetry,  and  mufic,  without  dread  of 
any  inquifition ;  and,  as  the  tafte  of  readers  is 
different,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  two  per- 
fons  whofe  opinions  perfectly  accord.  Thus  I, 
for  example,  have  been  in  the  habit  of  ftiidying 

VOL.  xi.  F  hiftory 
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hiftory  by  beginning  at  the  mod  remote  sra, 
and  continuing  to  the  prefent  time;  becaufe 
principles  ought  to  be  eftablifhed  before  con- 
fequences  mould  be  drawn. 

In  poetry,  I  love  every  thing  which  fpeaks 
to  the  heart  and  imagination.  I  delight  in  fable  *, 
and  mould  be  chagrined  to  fee  mythology, 
which  is  fo  fruitful  in  imagery,  banimed  poetry. 
I  do  not  mean  to  fay  that  in  poetry  a  ufe  mould 
be  made  of  common-place  imagery.  But  how 
many  refources  are  there,  for  Genius,  in  the 
numerous  charming  allegories  under  which  the 
ancients  enveloped  their  phyfical  knowledge  ? 
Though  barbarians  and  fanatic  priefts  may  have 
deftroyed  the  images  of  the  gods  of  paganifm, 
is  it  for  men  of  letters,  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, to  fall  with  a  pitylefs  hand  on  all  which 
thofe  ages,  in  which  arts  and  tafte  flourimed, 
have  produced  moft  ingenious  ?  In  a  word,  the 
firft  duty  of  the  poet  is  to  pleafe ;  and  he 
muft  bef  ree  to  feek  wherever  he  can  find  aid  ; 
the  only  thing  required  of  him  is  to  be  fuc- 
cefsful. 

I  dare  not  fay  I  have  detected  fome  logical 
fophifms,  in  the  thoughts  of  a  famous  geometri- 

*  H/it  l*sench  reads  la  poHtique  et  la  fable,  which  certainly 
muftVrf  ocie  error  of  the  prefs.  Perhaps  it  ihodd  be  allegory 
t*nfteai.)of>  cjitics.  T. 

cian, 
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cian,  on  mufic  j  but  I  think  there  is  an  abufe  of 
words,  the  different  definition  of  which,  perhaps, 
prevents  me  from  being  of  the  opinion  of  this 
great  man. 

He  allows  that  mufic  can  only  exprefs  the 

fenfations  of  the  foul;  that  confequently  every 

thing  which  may  appertain  to  the  other  fenfes 

has  no  connection  with  that  of  hearing.     Yet 

he  requires  the  compofer  to  reprefent  the  rifing 

of  the  fun.     Does  he  not  mean  that  he  requires 

the  compofer  to  exprefs  that  mild  and  tranquil 

joy  which  the  progrefs  of  light  infpires  ?  That 

may  be;  but  though  we  were  to  afcend  from 

the  lowed  notes  to  the  moft  acute,  and  again  to 

defcend,  at  the  will  of  the  geometrician,  not  the 

whole  compafs  of  the  fcale  will  form  the  leaft 

analogy  between  the  fight  of  a  fine  morning  and 

articulate  founds.    Let  us  therefore  only  require 

of  mufic  to  exprefs  the  affections  of  the  mind ; 

and  let  us  beware. how  we  imitate  the  croaking 

of  frogs,  or  ravens;  and  of  a  hundred  fimilar 

imitations,  which  are  as  vicious  in  mufic  as  they 

are  in  poetry.     All  things  on  earth,  as  well  as 

the  arts  which  are  dedicated  to  our  pleafures, 

have  their  limits;  if  we  extend  them  beyond 

their  fphere,  we  do  but  render  them  unnatural, 

inftead  of  more  perfect.  I  am  only  a  dilettante, 

and  do  not  decide  on  fubjects  of  which  I  fcarcely 

F  2  can 
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can  obtain  a  fuperficial  knowledge;  but  you 
delired  me  to  fay  what  I  think,  and  I  have 
done  as  you  defired. 

As  to  the  abbe  d'Olivet,  whofe  very  hum- 
ble fervant  I  am,  far  frcm  being  angry  with 
him  for  his  crep  or  crepe,  I  am  under  great  obli- 
gations to  him  for  having  cited  me;  I  now 
think  myfelf  a  famous  author,  and  affume  airs 
of  confequence,  like  thofe  of  a  poet  who  has 
been  quoted  in  the  French  academy.  I  re- 
commend my  folecifms  and  barbarifms  to  his 
indulgence ;  for,  in  this  country,  men  are  in 
greater  dread  of  grammatical  cenfure  than  of 
the  cenfure  of  the  Sorbonne,  or  even  of  the 
pope  himfelf. 

Profperity  to  philofophers !  The  Jefuits  are 
expelled  from  Spain !  The  throne  of  fuperftition 
is  fapped,  and  will  moulder  away,  in  the  coming 
age.  Take  good  care,  however,  .that  it  do  not 
crufli  you  in  its  fall;  for  the  fall  of  all  the 
thrones  on  earth  are  unequal  to  the  vexation 
and  perfecutions  which  trouble  the  happinefs  of 
life.  May  your  happinefs  be  unalterable ! 

On  which  I  pray  God,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XXV. 

From  M.  VAlemlert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  Julys,  itfj. 

I  DARE  flatter  myfelf  your  majefty  is  fuf- 
ficiently  apprifed  of  my  inviolable  attachment, 
not  to  doubt  that  I  am  fenlible  of  the  lofs  you 
have  lately  fuffered.  Whatever  interefts  your 
majefty  has  an  intereft  in  my  heart;  and  what- 
ever may  increafe,  or  diminilh,  your  happinefs, 
does  not  affect  me  lefs  than  that  which  may  con- 
tribute to  your  fame. 

I  am  equally  flattered  by  and  grateful  for  all 
your  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  fay  on  my 
work,  in  the  laft  letter  with  which  you  have 
deigned  to  honour  me.  Let  me  intreat  you  to 
receive  my  very  humble  thanks,  for  the  praifes 
you  have  been  kind  enough  to  beftow,  and  the 
criticifm  you  have  been  pleafed  to  add. 

I  do  not  believe  that  in  what  I  have  faid,  at 
.  leaft  not  in  what  I  have  thought,  I  differ  efTen- 
tially  from  your  majefty.  I  have  condemned 
only  thofe  who  have  confined  themfelves  to 
common-place  words  and  imagery;  and  cer- 
tainly your  majefty  is  lefs  capable  than  any  one 
of  defending  that  kind  of  poetry,  which  fo  little 
refembles  your  own. 

F  3  With 
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With  refpect  to  mufic,  your  majefty  allows  it 
may  at  leaft  recal  objects  to  the  mind  which  are 
no  part  of  it,  by  awakening  fentiments  in  us 
fmiilar  to  thofe  which  thele  objects  infpire.  I 
own  I  go  a  little  farther ;  nor  do  I  think  my 
opinion  wholly  without  foundation.  But  it  is  a 
fubject  fo  metaphyfical,  and  confequently  fo 
liable  to  difpute,  that  I  am  not  furprifed  one  of 
the  greatefl  muficians  in  Europe  mould  think 
otherwife ;  nor  do  I  imagine  myfelf,  efpecially 
in  this  point,  by  any  means  infallible. 

I  know  not  whether  the  expullion  of  the  Je- 
fuits  from  Spain  will  be  of  any  great  good  to  the 
caufe  of  reafon,  while  this  kingdom  (hall  con- 
tinue to  be  governed  by  inquifitors  and  priefts. 
I  alfo  think  that,  mould  your  majefty  ever  ba- 
nifh  the  Jefuits  from  Silefia,  you  will  not  hefitate 
to  proclaim  the  reafon  to  all  Europe ;  nor  will 
you  keep  the  motives  of  fuch  profcription  locked 
up  in  your  heart. 

It  is  faid  your  majefty  has  had  the  goodnefs 
to  grant  an  enfign's  commiffion  to  the  unfortu- 
nate young  man,  condemned  by  our  lords  of 
the  parliament  of  Paris  in  the  age  of  Frederic, 
to  be  burned  alive,  for  having  fung  a  comic 
long,  and  for  having  forgotten  to  kneel,  when  a 
proceflion  was  paffing.  I  thank  your  majefty, 

for 
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for  this  good  work,  in  the  name  of  philofophy 
and  humanity. 

Should  your  majefty  think  proper  to  name  fo- 
reigners as  aflbciates  to  your  academy,  I  take  the 
liberty  to  recommend  a  man  of  merit  to  your 
kindnefs,  who  is  a  good  geometrician  and  phi- 
lofopher;  the  abbe  Bofiu ;  a  correfpondent  to 
our  academy  of  fciences  at  Paris,  and  of  which 
he  would  long  fince  have  been  a  member,  had 
he  not  lived  in  the  country.  He  has  gained 
two  or  three  prizes  at  our  academy,  and  I  dare 
affure  your  majefty  he  will  not  degrade  the  lift 
of  academicians,  at  Berlin,  whenever  you  mall 
think  proper  to  increafe  the  number  of  foreign 
aflbciates;  which  indeed  is  a  long  lift,  in  one 
refped,  but  ihort  enough,  in  another. 

My  health  is  continually  in  as  equivocal  a 
ftate  as  is,  at  prefent,  the  fociety  of  the  Jefuits 
in  Spain.  By  the  aid  of  regimen  I  have  re- 
covered my  appetite,  but  my  mind  is  almoft 
totally  incapable  of  labour.  I  fhould  not  take 
the  liberty  to  mention  fuch  fubjecls  to  your 
majefty,  had  you  not  the  kindnefs  to  queftion 
me.  May  fate  add  that  ftrength  and  elafticity 
to  your  fibres  of  which  me  has  deprived  mine  ! 
I  mould  need  no  better  confolation. 

J  am,  with  the  moft  profound  ref]»  tc~t,  &c. 

Ir4  LET- 
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LETTER       XXVI. 

From  M.  TfAlemlert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  December  14,  1767. 

I  HAD  fome  time  fince  the  honour  of  re- 
ceiving  a  letter  from  your  majefty,  on  poetry 
and  mufic,  abounding  in  reafon,  wit,  and  the 
true  Attic  fait ;  and  which  the  moft  enlightened 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  moft  merry  philofo- 
pher  would  have  been  glad  to  have  written.  I 
have  feveral  times  put  my  hand  to  the  pen,  or, 
as  pedants  fay,  put  the  pen  to  the  hand  *,  to 
write  fome  fort  of  an  anfwer  to  that  excellent 
letter ;  but  thrice  has  my  pen  dropped  from  my 
hand.  I  felt  it  was  impoffible  by  cold  dilcuflion 
to  reply  to  acute  and  juft  reafoning,  fupported 
by  excellent  humour.  Befide,  to  make  head 
againft  an  adverfary  like  your  majefty,  it  would 
at  leaft  be  requifhe  that  the  little  portion  of 
mind  which  God  has  been  pleafed  to  give '  me 
{hould  be  wholly  at  my  own  difpofal ;  but  the  ap- 
proach of  ill  weather  has  enfeebled  the  fmall 
remains  of  foul  I  poflefs;  and,  mould  it  long 
continue,  I  fhall  have  the  happinefs  finally  of 
Becoming  an  idiot.  Still  however  I  hope  that, 

>  This  is  an  idiomatic  phrafe  in  the  French  language.     T, 
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fhould  fate  deprive  me  of  this  trifling  refidue 
of  underftariding,  it  will  leave  me  a  heart. capa- 
ble of  feeling  the  goodnefs  with  which  I  an> 
honoured  by  your  majefty  ;  and  of  for  ever  pre- 
ferving  the  mofl  lively  and  the  moft  affecting 
gratitude. 

When  your  majefty  (hall  think  proper  to  in* 
creafe  the  number  of  foreign  aflbciates  at  your 
academy,  I  take  the  liberty  previoudy  to  pro- 
pofe  the  abbe  Boflu,  whom  I  mentioned  in  a 
preceding  letter.  He  is  a  very  good  mathe- 
matician, and  has  gained  feveral  prizes,  from 
the  academy  of  fciences  at  Paris,  and  elfewhere. 
J  wait  your  majefty 's  orders  to  propofe  him  to 
the  academy,  and  (hall  only  act  in  this  accord- 
ing to  what  you  (hall  prefcribe,  I  imagine  your 
majefty  remains  fatisfied  with  M.  de  la  Grange, 
and  continually  congratulate  myfelf  for  having 
procured  the  academy  fo  excellent  a  member. 

Since  your  maje-fty  indulges  me  in  fpeaking 
on  whatever  may  intereft  the  members  of  that 
•  illuftrious  body,  I  take  the  freedom  a  fecond 
time  to  recommend  the  profeflbr  de  Qaftillon  to 
your  bounty.  He  requefts  your  majefty  would 
be  plcafed  to  grant  him  the  falary  of  the  place 
of  aftronomer,  to  aid  him  in  the  calculations 
and  labours  which  that  place  requires ;  or,  which 
to  him  be  equally  favpurable,  that  you 
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would  be  pleafed  to  grant  the  falary  and  apart- 
ments of  Obferver  to  his  fon,  who  is  very  capable 
of  filling  that  place.  It  appears  to  me  that  M. 
de  Caftillon  induftrioufly  and  fuccefsfully  applies 
himfelf  to  aftronomy  and  optics;  but  that  he  is 
in  need  of  a  coadjutor,  which  his  fmall  income 
will  not  fuffer  him  to  procure. 

If  the  precious  moments  of  your  majefty 
would  permit,  I  fhould  be  very  defirous  of 
knowing  what  you  think  of  the  grammar  of  M. 
Beauzee,  a  work  in  two  volumes,  which  I  had 
the  honour  to  fend  you.  It  feems  to  me  to  be 
learned  and  profound,  but  a  little  too  fcholaftic. 

Your  majefty  mould  alfo  have  received  a  dra- 
matic piece,  intitled  L'Honnete  Criminel,*  the 
fubjecl:  of  which  is  interesting.  Should  you  im- 
part your  reflections  to  me  on  thefe  works,  I 
mail  inform  the  authors  of  them,  who  certainly 
would  not  fail  to  turn  them  to  account. 

The  Jefuits  are  banimed  Naples,  too ;  and  it 
is  faid  they  foon  will  be  expelled  Parma;  and 
thus  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  will  have  entirely 
fwept  them  out  of  their  ftates.  If  I  am  not  mif- 
taken,  your  majefty  has  acted  a  moft  fage  and. 
juft  part,  with  refpecl:  to  this  dangerous  race; 
that  of  not  doing  them  harm,  and  of  preventing 
them  from  doing  harm  to  others.  But  this  is  a 

^  The  honefl  Criminal, 

part 
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part  which  every  one  is  not  able  to  aft.  It  is 
more  eafy  to  opprefs  than  to  reftrain,  and  to 
commit  an  aft  of  violence  than  to  perform  an 
aft  of  juftice.  The  court  of  Rome  however  in- 
fenfibly  lofes  its  beft  troops,  and  *  *  *  ber  * 
forlorn  hope.  She  feems  infenfibly  to  narrow 
her  quarters,  as  if  me  would  follow  her  army 
and  begone.  Ill  got  ill  gone,  faid  the  late  pope 
Benedift  XIV.  who,  according  to  another  pro- 
verb, could  fee  as  far  into  a  mill-ftone  as  he 
who  made  it  a  mill-rlone.  The  Sorbonne,  in 
the  mean  time,  which  profits  by  the  power  it 
ftill  enjoys,  has  iffued  an  excellent  cenfure  againft 
Belifaire  -J-.  It  is  a  mafter-piece  of  folly  and  ab- 
furdity ;  infomuch  that  the  theologians  them- 
felves,  except  thofe  who  wrote  it,  are  afliamed 
of  it ;  theologians  though  they  are  ! 

But  it  is  of  fmall  importance  what  fuch  pe- 
dants may  fay  and  write,  provided  that  your 
majefty  be  but  happy,  in  health,  and  will  be 
kind  enough  occafionally  to  remember  the  moft 
profound  refpeft,  and  the  inviolable  attachment 
with  which  I  mall  all  my  life  remain,  &c. 

*  Ses — her — his — or  its.  If  the  church,  or  any  word 
efleemed  ftiil  more  facred  be  infinuated,  I  cannot  fee  the  rea- 
fon  of  this  individual  caution,  when~there  is  fo  little  ufed  in 
fo  many  other  paflages.  T. 

f  The  Belifarius  of  Marmontcl.     T, 
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LETTER    XXVII. 

From  the  King. 

January  7,  I768t 

I  THANK  you  for  your  new  year's  wiflies 
in  my  behalf,  and  fhould  have  immediately  an- 
fwereu,  had  I  not  been  reftrained  by  the  diet  of 
Ratifbon,  the  grave  deliberations  of  which  at 
prefent  all  relate  to  the  compliments  of  the  new 
year.  The  plurality  of  votes  is  for  their  fup- 
preffion.  You  know  that  a  certain  fifcal  coun- 
fellor,  one  Anis,  was  in  his  day  my  perfecutor ; 
and,  as  I  fear  cenfure,  I  am  fatisfied  with  daily 
withing  you  well.* 

If  my  laft  letter  made  you  laugh,  it  is  becaufe 
I  love  to  be  merry  on  fubjedts  that  are  capable 
of  mirth ;  and  becaufe  I  have  hourly  fo  many 
grave,  or  wearifome,  affairs  in  hand  that  I  profit 
•by  every  opportunity  to  unbend  my  mind.  And 
why  always  meet  philofophy  with  an  auilere 
brow  ?  I  love  to  un wrinkle  the  forehead  of  phi- 
lofophers,  and  to  joke  concerning  their  opinion^, 
which,  when  clofely  examined,  have  no  great 

*  Here  fcems  to  be  fome  allufion  to  and  ridicule  of  per- 
fons  or  things  in  Germany,  the  fpirit  of  which  is  loft  to  an 
Englifh  reader,  T, 

advantage 


CORRESPONDENCE.  JJ 

advantage  the  one  over  the  other.  The  fage 
has  faid-— Vanity  of  grandeur! — Vanity  of  phi- 
lofophy !  All  is  vanity  ! 

Do  not  fuppofe,  however,  that  I  can  only 
laugh.  I  caufed  the  whole  aflembly  of  an  aca- 
demy, in  which  you  intereft  yourfelf,  to  weep, 
fome  days  fmce,  on  the  fubject  of  the  difcourfe 
which  I  fend  you,  according  to  cuftom,  becaufe 
you  are  a  member. 

I  believe  the  fon  of  Caftillon  is  firmly  inflalled 
in  the  tower  of  the  obfervatory,  and  that  Jupi- 
ter, Venus,  Mars,  and  Mercury,  will  hereafter 
gravitate  only  as  he  mall  bid.  I  made  my  bar- 
gain with  him  that-  we  mould  have  milder  win- 
ters, and  warmer  fprings.  Hitherto  indeed  he 
has  not  kept  to  his  agreement ;  but,  as  his  reign 
has  but  lately  commenced,  it  mould  feem  that 
his  power  is  not  yet  fufficiently  confirmed,  to 
infure  the  obedience  of  the  planets. 

I  have  had  two  new  tragedies  fent  me  from 
Paris :  The  Canadians ;  and  Cofroes.  The 
young  authors  do  not  write  verfes  ill.  They 
err  in  not  making  their  work  all  of  a  texture, 
and  in  not  preparing  and  producing  their  inci- 
dents naturally  enough.  They  are  in  want  of 
enlightened  critics,  who  (hould  guide  them  on 
a  road  in  which  he  who  has  no  conductor  may 
€afily  lofe  himfelf.  But,  if  the  public  treat  them 

feverely, 
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feverely,   talents   will  be   ftifled   which  'might 
hereafter  bloom  in  perfection. 

As  for  the  talents  of  the  Jefuits,  they  will 
bloom  no  more.  They  are  driven  out  of  half 
of  Europe,  and  even  out  of  Paraguay.  Their 
pofleflions  in  other  parts  appear  to  me  precari- 
ous. I  will  not  anfwer  for  what  may  happen  to 
them  in  Auftria,  mould  the  emprefs  queen  die. 
For  my  own  part,  I  mail  tolerate  them,  while 
they  continue  peaceable,  and  murder  nobody. 
The  bigotry  of  our  fathers  died  with  themfelves. 
Reafon  has  diffipated  the  fog  with  which  fectaries 
darkened  the  eyes  of  Europe.  Thofe  who  are 
blind  and  cruel  may  ftill  perfecute  :  thofe  who 
are  enlightened  and  humane  ought  to  be  tole- 
rant. Let  odious  perfecution  be  a  crime  un- 
known to  our  age.  This  is  what  ought  to  be 
expected  from  the  daily  progrefs  of  philofophy. 
It  were  to  be  wimed  it  could  influence  our  man- 
ners as  much  as  philofophy  did  the  manners  of  the 
ancients.  I  pardon  the  ftoics  all  the  errors  of  their 
metaphyficalreafoning,  becaufe  of  the  great  men 
which  their  morality  formed.  That  feel:  will  al- 
ways be  the  firft,  with  me,  which  has  mod 
influence  on  manners,  and  which  will  render . 
the  intercourfe  between  men  more  fafe,  mild, 
and  virtuous.  Such  is  my  manner  of  thinking, 
5  the 
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the  fole  end  of  which  is  the  happinefs  of  man- 
kind, and  the  advantage  of  fociety. 

Is  it  not  true  that  electricity,  and  all  the  pro- 
digies it  has  hitherto  difcovered,  have  only 
ferved  to  excite  curiofity  ?  Is  it  not  true  that 
the  doctrine  of  attraction  and  gravity  has  done 
nothing  more  than  aftonifh  the  imagination? 
Is  it  not  true  that  all  the  operations  of  chemiflry 
are  in  the  fame  predicament  ?  But  are  robbers 
lefs  numerous,  or  contractors  lefs  covetous  ?  Are 
guardians  become  more  fcrupulons?  Is  there 
lefs  envy,  and  is  the  hard  heart  become  com- 
paffionate  ?  Of  what  benefit  will  modern  difco- 
veries  be  to  fociety,  mould  philofophy  neglect 
morality  and  manners,  concerning  which  the 
ancients  employed  their  whole  powers  ? 

I  cannot  addrefs  thefe  reflections,  which  I 
have  long  had  at  heart,  to  a  better  perfon  than 
one  who  is  at  prefent  the  Atlas  of  modern  phi- 
lofophy ;  and  who,  by  his  example  and  his 
writings,  might  reftore  the  ancient  virtue  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  and  render  to  philofophy 
its  former  luftre. 

On  which  I  pray  God,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER,  XXVIII. 

From  M.  "D'Akmlert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  January  29,  1768." 

I  HAVE  received  and  read,  with  the 
utmoft  fenfibility,  the  eulogium  which  your  ma- 
jefly  has  compofed,  on  the  young  and  worthy 
prince  whom  you  have  had  the  misfortune  to 
lofe.  The  work  is  equally  honourable  to  the 
mind  and  fentiments  of  the  hero  by  whom  it  is 
written.  Virtue  and  eloquence  weep  for  virtue 
and  talents  cut  off  in  their  bloom.  The  reader 
cannot  avoid  adding  his  tears  to  thofe  of  your 
majefty,  while  perufing  a  work  fo  affecting  and 
full  of  pathos.  The  only  pafTage  which  I  could 
have  wimed  not  to  have  met  with,  though  the 
moft  affecting,  the  moft  pathetic  of  the  whole, 
is  that  in  which  your  majefty  fpeaks  of  your  ap- 
proaching end.  I  know,  fire,  that  a  hero  like 
you  confiders  this  laft  moment  with  tranquillity : 
yet  I  cannot  but  think  your  majefty  ought  to 
veil  fo  afflicting  an  image,  from  the  eyes  of 
thofe  who  are  tenderly  and  refpectfully  attached 
to  you.  Happily  for  their  fenfibility,  a  moment 
fo  painful  appears  to  them  more  diftant  than  it 
does  to  your  majefty.  Of  this  they  even  flatter 
6  them- 
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themfelves  they  will  not  have  the  grief  of  being 
wknefles.  While  reading  this  mournful  and 
eloquent  peroration,  I,  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart,  addrefled  thofe  beautiful  lines  from  the 
feventeenth  ode  of  the  fecond  book  of  Horace 
to  your  majefty,  in  which  the  poet  intreated 
Maecenas  to  fufpend  the  complaints  which  the 
fight  of  approaching  death  drew  from  the'  fa- 
vourite of  Auguftus  :  with  this  difference, 
that  your  majefty  is  of  much  more  precious 
value  to  the  world  than  Maecenas  was;  that  he 
feared  death,  which  you  havje  a  thoufand  times 
braved ;  and  that  my  fentiments  are  more  pro- 
found, and  more  juft,  than  thofe  of  Horace. 

However  eloquent  the  defcription  may  be,  of 
which  I  venture  to  complain  to  your  majefty,  I 
would  rather,  for  your  fake  and  my  own,  read 
the  philofophic  gaiety  with  which  you  treat  fub- 
jects  of  philofophy  themfelves,  at  the  fame  time 
that  you  make  remarks  both  juft  and  profound. 
Excellent  reflections  may  for  example  be  made, 
of  this  kind,  on  the  proceffion  which  our  holy 
father  the  Pope  has  lately  ordained ;  becaufe 
the  catholic  religion  has  the  misfortune  no  lon- 
ger to  be  able  to  opprefs,  and  perfecute,  the 
Diffidents,  in  Poland.  This,  it  muft  be  owned, 
is  procljiiming  the  fpirit  of  the  catholic  religion 

VOL.  xr»  G  .     very 
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very  adroitly,  and  affording  excellent  fport  to 
its  enemies. 

Your  majefty  is  pleafed  to  treat  the  fublime 
geometry  a  little  cavalierly.  I  allow  that  it  fre- 
quently is,  as  your  majefty  well  obferves,  a  lux- 
ury in  whi'ch  idle  learning  indulges :  but  to 
prove  that  it  has  often  been  ufeful  we  need  only 
recollect  the  fyilem  of  the  world,  the  pheno- 
mena of  which  it  fo  well  explains.  Not  but  I 
allow,  with  your  majefty,  that  morality  is  ftill 
more  interefting,  and  more  efpecially  deferving 
the  ftudy  of  philofophers.  JThe  misfortune  is, 
it  is  every  where  mingled  with  religion,  which 
has  done  it  much  injury. 

I  hear  that  M.  de  Caftillon,  the  younger,  has 
not  the  place  of  aftronomer,  which  has  been 
given  to  M.  Bernoulli.  The  latter  is,  no  doubt, 
a  very  proper  perfon,  but  I  take  the  freedom 
again  to  recommend  the  other  to  your  majefty's 
bounty.  If  you  would  deign  to  appoint  him 
affiftant  to  his  father,  in  aftronomy,  and  add  the 
penfion  of  which  he  is  in  want,  this  eftimable 
family  would  be  under  eternal  obligations  to  you. 

May  you,  fire,  long  write  works  like  that 
•which  I  have  juft  read ;  on  condition  that  their 
fubjeft  be  not  equally  mournful,  and  particu-' 
larly  that  the  conclufion  may  not  be  /o  afflid- 
ing  to  your  faithful  fervants.  In  thefe  fenti- 

ments. 
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ments,  and  with  the  moft  profound  refpect,  I 
fhall,  till  the  laft  figh,  remain,  &c. 


LETTER      XXIX. 

From  the  King* 

March  24,  1768* 

A  HE  eulogium  you  received  was  lefs  writ- 
ten from  «.  fpirit  of  orientation  than  from  the  love 
of  truth.  I  can  allure  you  the  talent  of  the  ora- 
tor was  but  final],  and  that  the  unanimous  tefli- 
mony  of  his  auditors  naturally  freed  the  author 
from  that  accufation.  But  I  (hall  wave  a  fubjedt 
too  gloomy  to  be  longer  dwelt  upon.  I  con- 
gratulate philofophers  on  the  recent  follies  of  the 
Grand  Lama*.  Scarcely  could  all  your  prayers 
have  prevailed  on  Heaven  to  have  infpired  him 
with  more  filly  thoughts.  He  relembles  an  old 
rope-dancer,  who,  although  aged  and  infirm,  at- 
tempts to  repeat  his  former  capers,  falls,  and 
breaks  his  neck.  The  thunder  of  excommuni- 
cation has  long  grown  rufty  in  the  Vatican. 
Why  take  it  from  the  arfenal  to  hurl  it,  with  an 
impotent  arm,  at  a  time  like  the  prefent ;  when 

*  Meaning  the  pope,        T» 
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the  matter  is  as  much  out  of  credit  as  his  earthly 
vicar;  when  reafon  proudly  rejects  all  myftic 
and  unintelligible  jargon;  when  the  vulgar 
themfelves  are  lefs  abfurd  than  their  governors 
formerly  were ;  and  when  fovereigns,  by  their 
own  authority,  abolifti  the  order  of  the  Jefuits, 
who  ferved  as  the  body-guards  of  popery  ? 

You  will  fee  that  the  Pope  will  be  as  ill  treat- 
ed, at  Paris,  as  the  philofophers ;  and  that  the 
eternal  father  of  Verfailles  will  take  the  gallantry 
of  the  holy  fee  to  his  grandfon  *  very  ill.  Be 
thefe  prophecies  accomplished  or  be  they  not,  I 
(hall  have  the  confolation  of  another  excom- 
municated comrade,  which  is  a  thing  the  more 
amufing  becaufe  it  is  the  firft  event  of  the  kind 
which  has  happened  in  my  time. 

I  have  feen  an  epiftle,  in  which  poor  Mar- 
montel  charitably  wimes  a  female  ftage-dancer 
mould  enjoy  falvation.  It  mould  feem  that  the 
cenfures  of  the  Sorbonne  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  correct  him  of  the  horrible  vice  .of  tolera- 
tion !  As  he  is  defirous  every  body  (tfould  be 
faved,  I  hope  he  will  make  a  generous  effort  in 
favour  of  the  duke  of  Parma  and  me,  fo  that 
Marmontel,  the  duke  of  Parma,  the  dancer  and 

*  The  dake  of  Parma,  infanta  of  Spain.        T. 

I  may 
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J  may  proceed  immediately  to  Paradife,  in  de- 
fpite  of  the  Sorbonne  and  the  Pope. 

I  hear  that  you  are  bufy  in  making  additions 
to  your  works,  of  which  I  am  very  glad;  for 
no  perfon  writes  a  more  clear  and  intelligible 
ftyle  than  you  do  on  the  abftrad  parts  of  geo- 
metry. 

We  hear  little  at  prefent  of  Voltaire.  Let- 
ters from  Switzerland  fay  he  is  bufy  writing,  a 
work  intended  for  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia.  I 
know  not  what  this  can  mean.  He  may  compofe 
a  new  code  of  laws  for  the  Poles,  Tartars,  or 
Perfians. 

I  have  had  a  fucceffion  of  illnefs,  by  which 
I  have  been  much  incommoded.  But  who  has 
jiot  the  fame  ?  We  are  told  it  is  for  the  exercifc 
of  our  patience.  I  wim  your  Ijealth  was  no 
longer  liable  to  try  your  patience,  and  that  your 
body,  as  healthy  as  your  mind,  might  not  re- 
femble  thofe  fcabbards  which,  according  to  the 
proverb,  are  cut  through  by  the  fword.  If  it 
can  be  any  confolation  to  you,  I  would  have 
you  know  there  are  perfons  who  are  fmcerely  in- 
terefted  in  your  prefervation,  and  in  every  thing 
which  can  be  of  advantage  to  you, 
Qn  which  I  pray  God,  &c. 


G  3 
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LETTER      XXX. 

From  M.  jyAlemlert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  April  15,  1768, 

I  HAVE  already  had  the  hosour  to  re- 
furn  your  majefty  my  very  humble  thanks,  for 
the  beautiful  eulogium  you  were  kind  enough 
to  fend  me ;  and  to  inform  you  how  eloquent  and 
pathetic  the  work  appeared  to  me  to  be.  Every 
perfon  of  feeling  who  has  read  it  has  been 
equally  affected ;  and  all  offer  up  prayers  that 
nature  may  add,  to  the  days  of  the  auguft  orator, 
thofe  which  me  cut  off  from  the  life  of  his  illuf- 
trious  nephew,  fo  worthy  to  be  thus  celebrated. 

If  any  thing  can  equal  this  eloquent  work,  it 
will  be  the  excellent  reflections  your  majefty  has 
made,  on  the  excommunication  of  the  duke  of 
Parma.  The  comparifon  you  have  drawn,  be- 
tween the  Grand  Lama  and  a  rope  dancer,  who, 
old  and  infirm,  wifhes  to  repeat  his  youthful 
capers  and  breaks  his  neck,  is  as  juft  and  philo- 
fophic  as  it  is  pleafant.  It  is  repeated  from 
mouth  to  mouth,  and  is  of  more  worth  than  all 
the  long  memorials  of  the  council  of  Spain,  or 
the  parliament  of  Paris,  on  this  fine  fubject. 

The  excommunicated  Marmontel,  to  whom 

I  read 
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I  read  the  paffage,  in  your  majefty's  letter,  which 
regards  himfelf,  has  charged  me  to  fay  that 
Paradife,  Purgatory,  Limbo,  or  Hell  itfelf,  are 
indifferent  to  him;  provided  he  has  but  the 
honour  of  being  in  either  place  one  of  your  ma- 
jefty's attendants. 

I  know  not  whether  Voltaire  be  or  be  not  ex- 
communicated, but  he  does  not  fuppofe  hirn- 
felf  {o  to  be ;  for  he  has  kept  Eafter  with  great 
pomp,  in  his  manor-church  of  Ferney;  and, 
after  the  ceremony,  preached  an  excellent  fer- 
mon,  againft  thieving,  to  his  peafantry.  He 
pretends  he  is  ruined,  and  confequently  has 
cleared  his  houfe,  even  of  his  niece,  whom  he 
has  fent  to  Paris.  He  remains  alone,  in  com- 
pany with  a  Jefuit*  named  father  Adam,  who 
cannot,  he  fays,  be  called  tbefrft  of  men.  He 
affirms  that  his  ferene  highnefs,  the  duke  of 
Wirtemberg,  is  greatly  in  his  debt,  and  is  an 
ill  pay-mafter ;  and  would  be  apt  to  fay,  of 
this  prince,  as  an  Italian  painter  did  to  your 
majefty,  when  I  was  prefent,  who  had  worked 
for  him  without  being  paid — "  He  is  a  man 
"  who  does  not  love  virtou -}».'* 

*  Seult   avec  un  Jefuit. 

^  So  fpclt  in  French  to  imitate  the  Italian  pronunciation, 
vtrioOf  of  the  word  virtu,  which  fignifies  cither  virtue,  tafte, 
or  knowledge.  T. 

G  4  Your 
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Your  majefty  infinitely  flatters  me,  by  wifh- 
ing  for  a  new  volume  of  my  works.  I  have 
fame  materials,  for  fuch  a  volume;  but  I 
know  not  whether  my  poor  head  will  permit 
me  to  put  them  together.  I  mail  leave  it  in 
repofe,  for  a  year ;  and,  to  kill  time  in  the 
mean  while,  (hall  print  two  volumes  of  alge- 
braic fcrawls,  which  have  been  written  thefe 
two  years,  but  which  are  but  little  interefting 
cither  to  your  majefty  or  me. 

The  countefs  de  Boufflers-Rouverel,  a  lady  of 
great  wit  and  merit,  and  whom  the  late  madame 
de  Pompadour,  of  happy  memory,  hated,  be- 
caufe  of  her  admiration  of  your  majefty,  has 
4efired  me  to  recommend  the  count  de  BoufT 
flers,  her  fon,  a  prudent,  well-educated,  well- 
informed  youth,  who  will  very  foon  arrive  at 
Berlin,  Vnd  who  is  to  be  prefented  to  your  ma- 
jefty, by  the  Englifh  ambaflador.  This  young 
lord  deferves  to  be  diftinguifhed,  for  his  conduct 
and  knowledge,  from  the  generality  of  our 
French  youth  of  quality. 

I  Hatter  myfelf  that  the  return  of  fine  weather, 
and  exercife,  will  reftore  your  majefty  to  perfedt 
health.  I  am  not  aftonifhed  you  have  fuffered, 
during  the  fevere  winter  we  have  had,  and  hope 
you  are  at  prefent  better.  May  you  long  be 
preferved,  by  fate,  for  the  goqd  of  your  king- 
dom, 
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dorn,  the  example  of  Europe,  and  for  the  ho- 
nour and  advantage  of  letters  and  philofophy. 
I  am,  with  the  mod  profound  refpect,  &c. 


BETTER      XXXI. 

from  the  King. 

May  7,  1768. 

A  GOD,  favourable  to  philofophers,  has 
fent  a  giddy  and  a  lying  fpirit,  infteadof  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  our  fanctified  father  the  Pope ;  which 
has  infpired  him  with  mighty  errors,  and  extra- 
vajgant  enterprifes.     It  is  faid  that,  with  uplifted 
arm,  he  is  about  to  hurl  his  thunder  againft  the 
moft  Chriftian,  moft  Catholic,  and  moft  Faith- 
ful Kings.     You  will  find  he  will  foon  adopt 
the  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  the  heretical 
philofopher  of  Sans  Souci,  that  he  may  not  be 
alone,  and  without  attendants.     Pofterity  will 
be  furprifed  to  learn  what  giants  the  Pope  has 
dared  to  excommunicate.     He  certainly  merits 
that  thefe  facred  majefties  £hould  pelt  him  with 
apples.     What  he  has  refufed  them  does  not, 
in  reality,  merit  to  be  afked.     A  good  leg  of 
mutton  is  more  nutritive  than  all  the  flem  that 
is  virginally  divine.     I  know  not  what  will  be 

the 
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the  refult  of  the-  bufmefs.  We  muft  look  up  to 
this  old  rope-dancer,  at  whom  you  laughed,  to 
know  how  he  will  retreat,  after  the  ftep  in  ad- 
vance which  he  has  taken. 

Be  it  as  it  may,  the  confequence  will  be  fa- 
vourable to  philofophy  paft  contradiction.  On 
one  part,  we  mall  fee  to  what  extravagance  the 
fyftem  of  infpiration  can  lead  men;  and,  on  the 
other,  what  the  degree  of  wifdom  will  be,  which 
the  precife  and  rigorous  arguments  of  philofo- 
phy mall  produce.  Here,  the  pride  and  ambi- 
tion of  the  prieft,  who  wimes  to  trample  on 
crowns ;  there,  enlightened  reafon,  which  pro- 
tects and  defends  the  legitimate  power  of  mo- 
narchs.  On  the  one  hand,  the  turbulent  con- 
fequences  of  an  abfurd  religion ;  and,  on  the 
other,  thofe  who  rife  and  exclaim  againft  mon- 
ftrous  abufes.  In  fine,  it  will  be  impoffiblc 
any  longer  to  maintain  a  thefis,  on  a  fubje<5t 
which  difplays  its  own  dangerous  folly. 

Yet,  fay  you,  Marmontel  and  the  Encyclope- 
difts  fuffer  perfecution  :  to  which  I  anfwer,  there 
are  everywhere  factions,  cabals,  perfonal  enmity, 
jealoufy,  and  party  quarrels ;  which  take  arms 
on  the  moft  frivolous  pretences,  to  gratify  indi- 
vidual hatred  and  the  defire  of  vengeance.  But, 
mould  -the  moft  Chriftian  king  be  excommuni- 
cated, he  will  turn  philofophen  you  will  be- 
come 
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come  his  firft  almoner ;  Diderot  will  be  confef- 
for  to  Choifeul,  and  Marmontel  to  the  Dauphin  : 
all  prefentations  will  be  yours  j  you  will  beftow 
an  archbifhopric  on  Voltaire,  a  bilhopric  on  Jean 
Jacques,  and  an  abbey  on  D'Argens,  and  affairs  , 
will  be  but  the  better  conduced. 

There  has  been  a  great  uproar  at  Ferney, 
the  occafion  of  which  is  not  known.  The  pa- 
triarch has  driven  Hagar  from  his  manfion,  has 
taken  the  facrament,  has  caufed  a  certificate  of 
it  to  be  drawn  up,  and  has  fent  it  to  Verfailles ; 
a  certain  fign  of  fome  new  perfecution.  But,  as 
all  the  world  knows  to  what  extent  he  carries 
the  fervor  of  the  faith,  he  will  no  doubt  efcape 
the  calumny  9f  the  envious. 

I  with  to  fee  your  health  re-eftabliflied,  and 
your  courage  as  triumphant  over  artifice  as  your 
reafon  is  over  error.  Remember  that  Galileo 
was  worfe  treated  than  you  have  been ;  that 
Defcartes  was  banifhed  his  country;  that  Bayle 
was  obliged  to  fly ;  that  Michael  Servetus  was 
burnt ;  and  that  the  ames  of  all  thofe  who  have 
in  like  manner  been  burnt,  in  fo  good  a  caufe, 
would  form  mountains  as  high  as  Mount  Mar- 
tyr, could  they  be  collected.  Farevvel.  I  re- 
commend peace  of  mind  as  the  firft  caufe  of 
health  of  body.  It  is  good  while  philotbphifing 
to  enlighten  others,  but  we  muft  not  forget  our. 
6  felves ; 
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felvcs ;  watch  therefore  for  your  own  preferva- 
tion,   in  which  I  more  than  any  one  intereft 
myfelf. 
On  which  I  pray  God,  &c, 


LETTER      XXXII, 
from  M  D'Alembcrt. 

•5  I  R  E,  Paris,  June  20,  176*. 

I  DEMAND  pardon  of  your  majefty,  and 
acknowledge  your  fuperiority  in  politics  as  in 
every  thing  elfe ;  but  I  do  not  perceive  all  the 
advantages  for  unfortunate  philofophy  which 
you  forefee,  in  the  follies  with  which  it  has 
pleafed  the  Holy  Spirit  to  infpire  the  Grand 
Lama.  I  only  expect  our  fanctified  father  mould 
receive,  from  his  rnoft  dear  children,  the  catho- 
lic princes,  fome  kicks  in  the  belly  or  the  breech, 
as  it  mail  beft  pleafe  your  majefty.  But  I  do  not 
hope  any  philofopher  mould  become  either 
grand  almoner  or  confeflbr.  While  waiting  for 
the  good  which  your  majefty  fo  kindly  predicts, 
they  will  continue  to  be  vilified  and  perfecuted. 
The  firft  they  would  patiently  fuffer,  might  the 
fecond  only  be  omitted  i  and,  were  but  their 

enemies 
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enemies  to    forbear  blows,    they  would  wil- 
lingly fay,  like  Sofia  in  Amphitryon — 


•Pour  iks  Injures, 
Dis  m'en  tant  que  tu  vovdras. 
Cefont  legeres  lle/ures, 
Et  je  tie  m*  en  f ache  pas*. 


Be  this  as  it  may,  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  church 
has  lately,  with  all  poflible  refpecl:,  feized  on 
Avignon,  by  fending,  not  an  army,  but  a  de- 
tachment from  the  parliament  of  Aix,  who  have 
taken  pofleffion  in  red  robes,  and  with  great 
politenefs.  We  make  war  on  the  Pope  with 
fword  in  fcabbard,  and  pen  in  hand  ;  but, 
in  revenge,  we  are  ready  to  throw  philofophers 
into  the  fire,  on  the  firft  given  fignal. 

I  moil  humbly  thank  your  majefty,  for  the 
intereft  you  rake  in  my  health.  The  fhell  of 
the  machine  is  fomewhat  better,  at  this  moment; 
but  the  mind  frill  remains  incapable  of  appli- 
cation, for  want  of  ileep.  I  have  lately  had 
the  affliction  to  fee  myfelf  two  hundred  leagues 
nearer  your  majefty,  and  yet  to  want  flrength  to 
go  and  throw  myfelf  at  your  feet.  M.  Mettra, 
who  is  departed  for  Berlin,  and  whom  I  am  not 
permitted  to  accompany,  becaufe  of  the  regimen 
to  which  I  am  obliged  to  fubjedt  myfelf,  will 

*  AVufc  roe  as  much  as  you  pleafe — words  are  but  wind. 

kjndly 
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kindly  be  the  interpreter  of  my  fentiments  and 
regret. 

Yes ;  the  patriarch  of  Fcrney  has  indubitably 
driven  Hagar  from  his  dwelling^  and  has  no 
fociety,  except  the  company  of  a  very  good- 
natured  Jefuit,  who  calls  himfelf  father  Adam, 
but  who,  as  Voltaire  fays,  is  not  the  firft  of  men* 
He  entertains  this  Jefuit  to  fay  mafs,  and  play 
at  chefs.  I  continually  fear  left  the  prieft  mould 
play  the  philofopher  a  trick,  mould  make  a 
pawn  a  queen,  and  at  laft  give  him  check- 
mate. »-  . 

It  is  faid  that  the  bifhop  of  Geneva,  or  An- 
necy,  one  of  whofe  flock  he  has  the  honour 
to  be,  intended  to  excommunicate  him,  for 
having  taken  the  facrament  at  Eafter.  Fortu- 
nately, at  the  moment  when  mifchief  was  plot- 
ting, Voltaire  fent  him  a  fine  confecrated  loaf; 
and  the  prieft,  for  whom  there  was  an  excellent 
cake,  pleaded  the  caufc  of  his  parifliioner,  and 
maintained  that  his  act  of  communion  was  no 
farce,  but  that  he  was  in  the  moft  holy  of  all 
poffible  tempers.  As  for  him,  I  imagine  he 
was  not  fo  ceremonious,  but  that  he,  like  Pour- 
ceaugnac  to  his  phyficians,  who  infifted  on  feel- 
ing his  pulfe  to  know  whether  he  ought  to  eat, 
exclaimed — <c  Why  all  this  reafoning,  before 
(f  one  takes  a  morfel?" 

I  per* 
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I  perceive  I  abufe  the  time  and  kindnefs  of 
your  majefty,  by  retailing  fuch  wretched  non- 
fenfe.  I  aik  pardon,  and  intreat  you  would 
preferve  yourfelf  for  the  happinefs  of  your  fub- 
jeds,  the  example  of  Europe,  and  the  good  of 
philofophy  and  letters.  1  hope  M.  Mettra  will 
bring  good  news  refpecting  your  health,  and 
will  bear  witnefs  to  your  majefty  of  the  invio- 
lable attachment,,  gratitude,  admiration,  and 
moft  profound  refped:,  with  which  I  am,  &c. 

P.S.I  have  juft  read  The  Profe/ion  of  Faith  of 
the  Theifts,  which  feems  to  me  addrefled  to  your 
majefty.  It  is  an  Eafter  offering  from  Ferney. 


LETTER       XXXIII. 

From  the  King. 

Auguft  4,  1768. 

I  PERCEIVE  your  attachment  to  phi- 
lofophy is  fuperior  to  all  the  temptations  of  for- 
tune. You  will  not  hire  yourfelf  to  a  court, 
were  it  even  in  quality  of  cafuift,  whofe  office  it 
mould  be  to  make  algebraic  equations  of  the 
fins  of  the  fovereign-,  and  the  pains  and  penal- 
ties incurred.  Ycyj  prefer  your  philofophic  re- 
treat to  the  pomp  of  grandeur,  and,  more  fage 

than 
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than  Plato,  no  Dionyfius  can  induce  you  to 
abandon  contemplation,  and  enter  the  vortex 
of  frivolity.  This  is  the  repofe  which  Epicurus 
fo  much  recommends  to  his  difciples,  which  is 
in  fo  little  eftimation  in  your  country,  but  which 
that  philofopher  confidered  as  the  fovereign 
good.  There  is  a  certain  marquis,  here,  pow- 
erfully imbued  with  this  doctrine,  which  he  car- 
ries fo  far  as  not  to  allow  himfelf  to  move.  Could 
he  live  without  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  he 
would  prefer  that  mode  to  the  one  in  which  he 
at  prefent  exifts.  For  my  part,  as  I  live  to 
pleafe  every  body,  I  take  care  to  afford  him  no 
contradiction.  I  have  even  thought,  fmce  Jean 
Jacques  has  fuccefsfully  brought  paradoxes  into 
famion,  I  mould  not  do  ill  to  be  of  the  party  of 
thofe  authors  who,  embelliftiing  their  works  by 
fine  phrafes,  have  renounced  the  foolim  frenzy 
of  retaining  common  fenfe. 

I  fend  you  a  charming  diflertation,  which 
I  have  written  in  praife  of  indolence.  You  will 
there  find  the  furface  of  erudition  and  that  fuper- 
ficial  profundity  which,  in  the  prefent  age,  can- 
not but  fecure  fame  to  the  work.  It  has  recon- 
ciled me  to  the  marquis,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  your  loungers  of  Paris  will  think  me  a 
deep  logician.  If  you  or  your  friends  have  any 
paradox  to  prove,  I  will  undertake  to  acquit 
myfelf  to  their  fatisfaclion ;  being  perfuaded 
5  this 
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this  is  the  only  way  left  to  obtain  permanent 
fame. 

In  the  mean  time,  here  follow  fome  fubjects 
to  treat  on  which  I  have  materials  ready  prepared. 
— That  the  fociety  of  the  Jefuits  is  ufeful  to  ftates 
— That  philofophers  mould  be  banifhed  mo- 
narchical governments,  after  the  example  of  the 
Roman  emperors,  by  whom  aftrologers  and 
phyficians  were  expelled  Rome— That  there 
are  more  men  of  genius,  of  every  kind,  in  our 
age  than  in  the  pad — That  fuperflition  enlight- 
ens the  mind — That  the  kingdoms  in  which  the 
fubject  is  the  pooreft  are  the  moft  rich  ;  becaufe 
the  vulgar  are  a  prudent  race,  and  have  no 
wants — That  poets  are  poifoners — That  contra- 
dictory laws  are  ufeful  to  ftates,  becaufe  they 
exercife  the  fagacity  of  judges — -That  frivolity  is 
fuperior  to  good  fenfe ;  becaufe  frivolity  is  light 
and  good  {enfe  heavy — That  we  muft  act  firft 
and  reflect  afterward ;  becaufe  fuch  is  every 
where  the  practice. 

I  mould  never  end,  were  I  to  communicate 
the  various  themes  I  have  in  referve.  Inftead 
of  all  thefe  fine  things,  I  wi(h  I  had  the  fecret 
to  impart  ftrength  to  your  nerves,  and  to  repair 
the  cafe  that  contains  your  foul ;  that  it  might 
live  more  at  its  eale,  and,  difengaged  from  the 

VOL.  xi.  H  infirmi- 
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infirmities  of  matter,  might  philofophife  with 
greater  tranquillity. 

On  which  I  pray  God,  &c. 


LETTER      XXXIV. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  Sept.  1 6,  1768. 

\VHATEVER  praifes  your  majefly 
may  beftow  on  indolence,  in  the  charming 
work  you  have  done  me  the  honour  to  fend  me, 
I  intreat  you  would  not  believe  it  is  this  virtue, 
fmce  fo  you  are  pleafed  to  call  it,  which  pre- 
vented me  from  fooner  returning  my  very  hum- 
ble thanks.  A  fenfation  more  melancholy,  and 
more  profound,  occupied  my  heart,  and  filenced 
every  other.  There  have  been  very  difagreea- 
ble  and  ferious  rumours,  concerning  the  health 
of  your  majefty.  1  impatiently  waited  to  re- 
ceive certain  intelligence  from  M.  Mettra,  with 
which  to  calm  my  inquietude.  At  length  he  is 
arrived,  has  reftored  me  to  perfect  peace,  and 
enabled  me  again  to  allure  your  majefty  of  the 
gratitude,  attachment,  and  refpect  I  feel. 

With 
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With  refped  to  the  work  in  which  your  ma- 
jefty  praifes,  with  fo  much  wit  and  pleafantry, 
that  indolence  which  you  pradife  fo  little,  I 
have  the  honour  to  affure  you  that  indigeftion 
and  want  of  fleep  have  long  perfuaded  me  of 
the  truth  of  this  thefis,  and  have  convinced  me 
that  Rouffeau  was  right  when  he  affirmed  that  , 
— Refletfive  man  is  a  depraved  animal.  I  believe 
the  marquis  as  well  convinced  of  this  axiom  as 
I  am ;  nor  can  I  accufe  him  of  activity,  of  any 
kind,  except  in  his  inviolable  and  refpedful  at- 
tachment to  your  majefty. 

We  need  but  caft  a  look  on  what  is  palling 
in  Europe,  to  perceive  that  the  human  fpecies 
is  condemned  never  to  quit  its  natural  indo- 
lence, except  to  the  torment  of  itfelf  and  others. 
Of  this  I  wim  no  other  example  than  your  friend 
the  Grand  Turk,  who  is  marching  againft  Ruf- 
fia,  for  the  fupport  no  doubt  of  the  catholic  re- 
ligion. Our  holy  father,  the  Pope,  certainly 
was  in  no  expectation  of  fuch  an  ally. 

I  mould  be  very  happy  to  fee  the  fubjeds 
which  your  majefty  propofes  treated  by  you ; 
and,  among  others,  the  two  following — That 
philofophers  fhould  be  banimed  monarchical 
governments — And,  that  the  kingdoms  in  which 
the  fubjed  is  the  pooreft  are  the  moft  rich ;  be- 
caule  the  vulgar  are  a  prudent  race,  and  have  no 
H  2  wants. 
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wants. — This  is  a  truth  which  men  endeavour 
fo  prove,  by  experiment,  in  moft  of  the  king- 
doms of  the  earth.  Happy  that  country  which 
has  the  good  fortune  not  to  be  thus  far  enlight- 
ened, concerning  its  real  intereft  ! 

Preferve  your  precious  health,  fire,  for  fub- 
jects  who  will  never  hear  fuch  inftru&ions  from 
you  ;  preferve  it  for  philofophy,  for  letters,  and 
for  the  happinefs  of  him  who  will  all  his  life  re- 
main, with  the  moft  profound  refpect,  &c. 


LETTER      XXXV. 

From  the  King. 

O&ober  4,   1768. 

I  DID  not  imagine  I  fliould  become  the 
chief  of  a  feet,  when  I  fent  you  that  fportive 
effufion  on  indolence;  and  I  plume  myfelf 
highly  indeed,  on  having  philofophers  for  dif- 
ciples.  Not  that  I  attribute  fuch  converfion  to 
the  force  of  my  arguments.  We  muft  be  juft, 
and  allow  that,  after  having  extended  the  fancy 
through  every  metaphyfical  refearch,  after  hav- 
ing feen  the  boundaries  of  all  things,  or  rather 
thofe  limits  which  human  faculties  cannot  pafs, 
6  we 
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we  may  indulge  ourfelves  in  indolence  of  mind, 
refpecting  thofe  fecrets  of  nature  which  man 
will  never  decypher. 

It  is  equally  true  that  human  life  is  a  childifli 
game,  at  which  one  ragged  boy  fets  up  what 
another  has  knocked  down ;  or  deftroys  that 
which  others  have  built ;  in  which  feme  tyros, 
more  reftlefs  and  ardent  than  the  crowd,  difturb 
the  peace  of  fociety ;  and  hungry  fcullions  run 
away  with  the  meat  from  their  comrades,  leaving 
them  nothing  but  the  bones.  Were  fuch  hair- 
brained  gentry  born  indolent,  I  do  not  believe 
fociety  would  differ  any  lofs. 

I  do  not,  however,  range  the  Grand  Turk  in 
this  divifion  ;  he  has  not  yet  diffidently  learned 
his  catechifm,  to  fquabble  in  behalf  of  the  porter 
of  paradife.  He  is  fatisfied  with  defending  his 
frontiers,  againft  the  incurfions  of  the  Hunga- 
rians ;  and  has  fent  troops  to  Montenero,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Venetians,  to  reduce  the 
rebels  to  obedience. 

The  works  which  you  require  from  me  will 
be  in  no  fuch  hafte  to  appear.  I  intend  that 
which  I  call- — The  Club  of  Defpotiftn  to  knock 
down  Reafon — for  your  country.  It  mall  ap- 
pear at  the  very  moment  when  I  become  a  can- 
didate for  a  place  in  the  French  academy  ;  and, 
as  it  muft  be  orthodox,  and  fpeak  your  language 
H3  in 
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in  all  its  purity,  this  book,  which  will  be  a  proof 
of  my  zeal  againft  philofophers,  will  be  a  fubfti- 
tute  for  all  which  Vaugelas  or  D'Olivet  could 
teach  me. 

The  book  on  the  utility  of  poverty,  proved 
by  politics  and  religion,  (hall  appear  at  Vi- 
enna ;  unlefs  M.  Van  Swieten  mould  put  it  in 
his  index  *.  •  This  work  I  am  convinced  will 
perfuade  the  fubjects  of  her  majefty,  the  emprefs 
queen,  that  the  money  of  the  date  is  only  for 
the  fov'ereign  j  and  that,  while  the  people  re- 
main poor,  they  remain  virtuous  :  witnefs  the 
Spartans ;  witnefs  the  Romans,  during  the  times 
of  their  firft  confuls ;  and  that,  in  fine,  the  rich 
do  not  inherit  the  kingdom  ,of  heaven.  This 
paradox,  proved,  will  be  equivalent  to  the  fa- 
mily compact  formed  between  the  powers  of  the 
fouth.  It  will  be  the  olive-branch  of  peace  be- 
tween Pruffia  and  Auflria,  and  I  (hall  be  cano- 
nized by  the  farmers  of  finance. 

You  will  perceive  my  plans  are  not  confined 
to  trifles,  and  that  my  works  will  be  of  more 
value  to  me  than  the  dictionary  of  Bayle  to  his 
editors.  Nay,  perhaps  Khali  rife  to  the  ftandard 
of  Henry  VIII.  whofe  theological  olio  procured 
him  the  ineftimable  title  of  Defender  of  the  Faith. 

*  A"  index,  or  lift,  of  books,  is  kept  at  Rome,  which 
the  people  are  forbidden  to  read :  perhaps  fome  fuch  index  is 
kept  at  Vienna.  T. 

The 
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The  gout,  my  travels,  and  my  employments, 
have  fomewhat  delayed  thefe  important  labours. 
My  health,  in  which  you  To  affectionately  intereft 
yourfelf,  is  at  prefent  tolerably  reftored.  Nature 
has  condemned  me  periodically  to  collect  mat- 
ter, during  three  years,  which  accumulated  and 
brought  to  maturity  produces  the  go\it.  It  can- 
not be  called  ill  treatment  to  be  fubjeft  only  once 
in  three  years  to  a  fit  of  ficknefs.  The  patience 
of  kings  ought  to  be  exercifed  as  well  as  that  of 
private  perfons,  for  they  are  moulded  of  the  fame 
clay.  We  muft  make  ourfelves  familiar  with  the 
idea  of  diffblution,  and  prepare  to  return  to  the 
bofom  of  that  nature  from  which  we  fprang. 

My  marquis,  to  prove  he  is  not  indolent,  has 
undertaken  a  journey  to  Aix  ;  for  you  know  the 
people  of  Provence  are  like  the  Jews;  the  dirt 
of  Jerufalem  is  to  the  latter  what  the  mineral 
waters  of  Aix  are  to  the  former,  and  feem  to 
them  the  perfection  of  the  works  of  the  Mod 
High.  I  have  the  misfortune  not  to  have  the 
fame  kind  of  predilection  for  the  fands.  of  Bran- 
denburg, and  believe  it  poflible  to  be  a  good 
patriot  without  overflowing  with  prejudices  in 
favour  of  my  own  country. 

The  Swifs  have  made  a  drawing  of  Voltaire 

doing  penance,  and  going  to  confeffion ;  wliich 

is  the  moft  pleafant  idea  the  gentlemen  of  the 

H  4  thirteen 
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thirteen  cantons  have  conceived  fmce  the  flood. 
Voltaire  is  reprefented  with  his  rofary  in  his 
hand,  efcorted  by  his  game  keepers,  and  fol- 
lowed by  father  Adam,  his  cook,  and  his  coach- 
man. A  monkey  bears  the  crucifix  before  him, 
and  the  afs  of  the  maid  of  Orleans  follows  after, 
cocking  his  tail,  under  which  the  pamphlets  he 
is  continually  printing  droj> ;  particularly  a  more 
poem  agair.lt  your  friends  of  Geneva.  Let  us 
place  this  among  harmlefs  follies,  and  wifh  men 
might  never  be  guilty  of  any  worfe. 

May  you  live  in  peace,  entirely  recover  your 
health,  and  remain  perfectly  perfuaded  that  no 
perfon  interefts  himfelf  more  than  I  do  in  behalf 
of  letters,  good  fenfe,  and  philofpphy. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


LETTER      XXXVI. 
From  M.  D'Alember-t. 

SIRE,  Paris,  December  19,  1768, 

I  FEAR  left  I  fhould  importune. your 
majefty  too  often,  and  for  that  reafon  dare  not 
make  my  letters  more  numerous.  I  particularly 
the  many  affairs  in  which  you  muft  be 

engaged 
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engaged  at  this  moment,  which  cannot  but  be 
increafed  by  thofe  of  the  north.  Were  they  not 
fo  ferious,  the  latter  might  for  a  moment  amufe 
a  philofopher.  It  is  curious  enough  to  fee  the 
Grand  Turk  in  arms  for  the  fupport  of  the  ca- 
tholic religion  in  Poland,  while  the  catholic 
princes  of  the  fouth  very  civilly  curtail  the  patri- 
mony of  St.  Peter. 

I  have  no  doubt,  fire,  that  the  holy  father 
will  fend  the  grand  vizir  a  confecrated  fword, 
as  he  did  to  marfhal  Daun.  It  is  laid  that  feve- 
ral  of  our  French,  and  even  the  knights  of  Malta, 
are  going  to  ferve  in  the  Turkiih  army,  againfl 
the  vile  fchifmatics  of  Ruffia.  Who  then  mail 
hereafter  affirm  that  the  fpirit  of  toleration  makes 
no  progrefs,  in  France  ? 

The  king  of  Denmark,  whom  we  have  had 
here  during  fix  weeks,  departed  eight  days  ago, 
wearied  and  haraffed  to  excefs,  by  feafts  at 
which  he  was  fqueezed  to  death,  fuppers  at 
which  he  neither  ate  nor  fpoke,  and  balls  at 
which  he  danced,  yawning  till  he  had  fet  his 
mouth  awry.  I  have  no  doubt  that,  on  his  ar- 
rival-at  Copenhagen,  he  will  iflue  an  edid  to 
forbid  fuppers  and  balls  in  perpetuity.  He 
vifited  the  academy  of  fciences,  and  I  pro- 

;nounced  a  fhort  difcourfe  on  the  occafion,  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  fend  your  majefty.     My 

affociates, 
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affociates,  and  the  public,  have  appeared  to  be 
fatisfied  with  it ;  but  I  require  fomething  more; 
I  wifh  it  fhould  prove  worthy  of  your  approba- 
tion. I  have  endeavoured  to  make  philofophy 
fpeak  with  fuitable  dignity;  and  this  was  the 
more  neceffary  becaufe  the  king  of  Denmark 
had  been  affured  that  philofophers  were  but 
bad  company.  This  bad  company,  fire,  is 
intirely  confoled,  and  highly  honoured,  by 
having  your  majefty  at  its  head. 

It  is  faid  that  the  indolent  marquis  has  flop- 
ped in  Burgundy  ;  he  will,  no  doubt,  make  the 
waters  of  Aix  come  to  him,  till  he  can  deter- 
mine to  go, to  the  waters. 
•  We  receive  fome  edifying  pamphlets  from 
Geneva.  A  few  days  fmce  the  A.  B.  C.  was 
fent  us ;  which  is  a  fucceflion  of  dialogues,  con- 
cerning all  which  has  been,  is,  and  is  to  come. 
In  the  lad  dialogue,  the  author  fufpects  there 
may  be  a  God,  and  .yet  that  the  world  may  be 
eternal.  He  fpeaks  like  a  man  who  does  not 
know  very  well  what  he  is  talking  of;  and  I 
believe  he  would  willingly  fay,  like  the  Swifs 
captain  to  a  deferter  who  was  going  to  be 
hanged,  and  who  afked  him  if  there  were  an- 
other world, — '*'  By  heaven,  friend,  I  would 
"  give  a  hundred  crowns  to  know." 

But  I  detain  your  majefty  too  long  with  trifles, 

and 
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and  conclude  by  wifhing  the  next  year  may  be 
as  glorious  and  fortunate  as  all  your  preceding 
years  have  been,  and  by  intreating  you  would 
continue  your  kindnefs  to  a  philofopher  whofe 
heart  overflows  with  gratitude,  attachment,  and 
the  moft  profound  refpect  for  your  perfon. 
Thefe  are  the  fentiments  in  which  during 
life,  &c. 

. 

- 

- 
LETTER     XXXVII. 

W^rl: 

From  the  King. 

. 

January  16,   1769. 

I  SHOULD  have  anfwered  your  letter 
fooner,  had  I  not  been  perplexed  by  affairs  of 
various  kinds.  I  begin  by  thanking  you  for 
your  academical  oration,  included  in  your  let- 
ter, and  for  your  complimentary  good  wifhes.  I 
can  very  fincerely  afTure  you  that  I  am  well  fatis- 
fied  with  your  oration.  It  is  written  with  great 
dignity ;  you  praife  yet  do  not  flatter  the  king 
of  Denmark,  and  exhauft  every  fubje<5t  Den- 
mark can  afford  to  fay  fomething  to  its  advan- 
tage. The  flyle  is  fimple  and  noble.  The 
4  only 
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only  fimile  you  have  ufed  is  applied  to  the  czar 
Peter  I.  which  is  ftrong,  well  adapted,  and  pic- 
turefque.  I  have  read  other  difcourfes,  and  even 
poetry,  on  the  fame  fubjedt,  but,  without  flat- 
tery, I  can  allure  you  this  of  yours  is  fuperior  to 
all  I  have  feen  on  the  fubject. 

We  (hall  have  no  more  news  from  France  of 
the  king  of  Denmark,  he  being  departed  ;  but 
there  is  an  article  of  information  from  the  ob- 
fervatory  of  Paris,  which,  if  it  be  confirmed, 
will  afford  employment  to  the  learned,  and  fur- 
nifh  a  fubjed  to  aflrologers.  We  are  told  that 
one  of  the  old  fatellites  of  Saturn  has  difappeared. 
Let  me  intreat  you,  who  are  an  inhabitant  of 
the  firmament,  to  inform  me  what  is  become  of 
it.  Is  it  devoured  by  Saturn?  Is  it  in  difgrace? 
Or  is  it  hid  under  fome  cloud,  only  to  laugh  at 
aftronomers  ?  The  aftrologers,  without  waiting 
for  confirmation  of  the  phenomenon,  will  boldly 
announce  the  fail  of  the  favourite  of  fome  great 
prince  ;  or  they  will  maintain  that  the  reign  of 
Saturn  will  again  recommence,  and  that  he  has 
fent  the  loft  fatellite  to  be  incarnated,  like  So- 
monocadon,  after  which  it  will  appear  at  the 
head  of  the  Turkifh  or  Ruffian  army,  to  re- 
eftablim  his  reign. 

For  my  own  part,  I  content  myfelf  with  con- 
tinually exclaiming,  "  If  you  catch  him,  good 

"  gentk- 
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c<  gentlemen,  be  fo  civil  as  not  to  bring  him  to 
"  the  gallows/* 

Your  aftronomers  of  Verfailles  will  fay  that 
the  fatellite  has  defcended  to  earth  for  the 
conqueft  of  Corfica,  which  the  generals  and 
armies  of  Louis  XV.  are  unable  to  effect.  In 
fine,  the  refult  of  all  thefe  conjectures  is  that 
Saturn,  during  the  prefent  year,  will  afford  us 
fufficient  employment. 

Old  as  I  am,  I  have  read  the  A.  B.  C.  of 
Voltaire,  and  can  anfwer  that  he  neither  knows 
nor  underftands  the  A.  B.  C.  of  Hugo  Grotius, 
and  that  probably  he  has  never  read  Hobbes ; 
this  is  pedantic,  becaufe  it  is  profound.  The 
judgment  he  paflTes  on  Montefquieu  is  better 
than  the  reft.  I  am  afraid  he  is  in  the  right. 
The  remainder  of  the  work  contains  nothing 
but  jokes  and  pleafantries,  fcattered  according 
to  his  manner.  He  believes  the  world  to  be 
eternal,  and  alleges  the  weakeft  reafons.  He 
wifhes  to  doubt  of  a  God,  but  is  afraid  of  a  fag- 
got. One  of  his  beft  remarks  is  that  in  which 
he  wiflies  kings,  inftead  of  fetting  their  armies 
to  fight,  would  fight  themfelves.  As  Voltaire 
maintains  no  army,  I  have  fome  inclination  to 
fend  him  a  well- tempered  fcymitar,  that  he  may 
terminate  his  quarrel  with  Freron.  I  mould  be 
pleafed  to  fee  them  tilt  in  a  clofe  field,  which 

certainly 
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certainly  would  be  better  than  abufing  each 
other.  For  this  year  paft  I  have  received  no- 
thing from  Voltaire. 

The  dear  Ifaac  is  now  dofeing  himfelf  with 
the  muftard  of  Dijon,  which  perhaps  is  as  good 
as  the  waters  of  Aix.  I  know  not  when  he  will 
return  home.  Perhaps  he  will  appoint  himfelf 
hiftoriographer  to  the  fatellite  of  Saturn,  that 
he  may  write  its  itinerary;  and  publim  its  ad- 
ventures. 

Write  to  me  whenever  you  have  an  inclina- 
tion, but  do  not  think  it  ftrange  if  my  anfwers 
are  not  equally  prompt.  Thefe  curfed  allies  of 
your  Lord's  vicegerent  *  afford  us  employment. 
When  our  neighbour's  houfe  is  on  fire,  our 
firft  care  ought  to  be  to  look  that  the  conflagra- 
tion does  not  reach  our  own. 


LETTER      XXXVIII. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 

S  I,  R  E,  Paris,  April  IO,  1769, 

I  IMAGINED  I  perceived,  from  the  laft 
letter  your  majefty  did  me  the  honour  to  write 
to  me,  that  you  were  at  that  moment  more  than 
*  The  pope. 

ufually 
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ufually  bufy,  and  that  you  had  little  time  to  be- 
ftow  on  ufelefs  correfpondents.  This  reafon, 
added  to  my  own  ill  health,  occafioned  me  to 
forbear  importuning  you  with  any  of  my  letters; 
not  to  mention  that  my  chief  motive  for  writing 
is  to  gain  information  of  your  health ;  and 
your  minifter,  the  baron  von  Goltz,  allures  me 
it  is  very  good.  May  it  fo  remain,  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  your  fubjects,  and  my  confolation, 
while  my  own  is  on  the  decline. 

I  was  much  affected  by  the  accident  which 
has  happened  to  the  princefs  of  Naflau  ;  as  well 
for  herfelf  as  from  the  intereft  which  your  ma- 
jefty  takes,  in  all  that  concerns  her.  Happy  as 
you  are  in  fuccefs  and  fame,  that  is  if  fame  can 
give  happinefs,  I  earnestly  wifh  your  majeiiy 
might  alfo  be  happy  in  your  family ;  but  per- 
fect or  durable  felicity  is  incompatible  with 
man,  and  he  is  the  moft  fortunate  who  has  the 
leaft  reafon  to  be  diffatisfied  with  life.  , 

The  aftronomers  of  the  academy  muft  be- 
fore this  have  relieved  your  majefty  of  your 
'  fears,  on  the  pretended  derangement  of  the  af- 
fairs of  Saturn,  and  trje  elopement  of  his  fatel- 
lit,e.  The  planets  have  more  prudence  than 
we  have,  they  remain  in  their  proper  fphere  : 
men  only  have  the  madnefs  to  range,  and  tor- 
ment themfelves,  in  fearch  of  wretchednefs - 

The 
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The  conflagration  has  burfl  out  at  both  ends 
of  Europe,  in  Corfica  and  Ruffia.  Heaven 
grant  it  may  not  fpreacl !  Heaven  grant  it  may 
not  extend  to  France  and  your  majefty 's  pro- 
vinces !  I  learn  from  the  public  papers  that  the 
Tartars  have  already  committed  great  devafta- 
tions.  The  misfortunes  of  men  are  to  me  the 
caufe  of  affliction,  however  diftant  the  fcene  of 
aclion  may  be. 

The  emperor  and  the  cardinals  are  very  biify, 
at  Rome,  in  appointing  the  aforefaid  Lord's 
vicegerent,  while  the  Turk  is  as  bufy  for  the 
defence  of  the  catholic  religion  in  Poland.  I 
know  not  what  pilot  they  will  choofe  for  the 
bark  of  St.  Peter,  but  it  feems  to  me  to  be  ex- 
ceedingly leaky  j  and  Voltaire  appears  to  be  a 
flmrk  that  is  making  every  effort  to  overfet  the 
crazy  veflel.  It  is  faid,  however,  that  he  this 
year  intends  to  eat  his  God,  as  he  did  laft  ;  but 
it  is  alfo  faid  that  his  pried  will  not  hear  him 
confefs. 

We  have  no  work  here  which  can  intereft 
your  majefty,  except  the  poem  of  the  Seafons, 
by  M.  de  St.  Lambert.  I  know  not  what  your 
opinion  will  be,  but,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  you 
will  there  find  what  you  love  to  find  in  poetry ; 
harmony,  imagery,  philofophy,  and  feeling. 

Your  majefty  is,  no  doubt,  ignorant,  for  you 

have 
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have  not  time  to  read  rhapfodies  and  libels, 
that  there  is  a  gazette  publimed  in  your  .ftates, 
at  Cleves,  under  the  title  of  Courier  du  Bas  Rhiny 
in  which  calumnies  have  been  inferted  againft 
the  moft  worthy  people,  and  in  particular  againft 
me.  M.  de  Catt  is  in  the  fecret  of  this  impof- 
ture,  and  can  give  an  account  of  it  to  your  ma- 
jelly. 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refpect,  and 
admiration  equal  to  my  gratitude,  &c.  ' 


LETTER    XXXIX. 
From  (he  King. 

April  22,  1769. 

Do  not' imagine,  my  dear  D'Alembert, 
that  the  Sarmatians,  or  the  people  of  the  Eaft, 
difturb  my  peace  fo  much  as  to  render  me 
unable  to  anfwer  the  letters  of  philofophers, 
who  maintain  peace,  in  fpite  of  the  wars  of  Po- 
dolia  and  Corfica,  or  of  the  troubles  which  you 
mad  Frenchmen  excite  in  Sweden.  We  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  any  power,  becaufe  we  arc 
in  friendship  with  all,  and  I  imagine  that  the 
Gallic  frontiers  of  the  country  of  the  Celts  have 
VOL.  xi.  I  nothing 
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nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  incurfions  of  the 
Tartars  and  Coffacks.  Thus  our  principal  wifhes 
are  accomplifhed. 

With  refped  to  myfelf,  I  (hall  fay  to  you,  my. 
dear  D'Alembert,  as  prince  Eugene  did  to  Ca- 
relli,  phySciaa  of  Charles  VI.— «  My  difeafe 
te  is  a  forry  rafcal,  and  is  leading  me  to  the 
"  grave."  It  is  age  gradually  mining  the  con- 
flitution,  feeding  on  my  vitals,  and  conducting 
me  to  the  country  in  which  Achilles  and  Ther- 
fites,  Virgil  and  M«evius,  Newton  and  Wiberius 
are  all  equals. 

I  am  glad  to  receive  good  news  from  you 
relative  to  the  affairs  of  heaven,  which  are  in 
your  department.  I  wilh  thofe  of  earth  and  fea 
proceeded  as  well ;  but,  by  living  in  the  world, 
we  learn  to  be  fatisfied  with  a  little ;  and  it  is 
fome  confolation  to  a  man  of  honour  to  be  in- 
formed, when  the  things  of  this  little  earth  all 
are  turned  topfy-turvy,  that  thofe  of  the  milky 
way  are  orderly  and  fane.  As  to  our  little  heap 
of  mud,  you  perceive  how  monarchs  wade 
through  it  to  gain  information.  You  have  en- 
joyed the  beatific  vifion  of  the  king  of  Den- 
mark,, at  Paris ;  and  it  is  but  juft  that  Rome 
Ihould  enjoy  thattof  the  emperor,  who  is  fome- 
thing  higher  in  worth  than  this  northern  monarch. 
He  is  the  rirfl  emperor,  fince  the  age  of  the  lower 

empire, 
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empire,  whom  that  capital  of  the  world  has 
received  within  its  walls,  unaccompanied  by  a 
cavalcade  of  conquerors.  He  has  given  very 
fage  inftrudions  to  the  cardinals  afiembled  in 
conclave,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will 
follow.  But,  apparently,  the  Holy  Ghoft  is 
alfo  on  his  travels,  and  has  pafled  through  Ma- 
drid and  Verfailles,  to  inftruct  the  electors  con- 
cerning  the  choice  of  the  fucceflbr  of  Cephas. 
Jt  is  alfo  very  probable  a  new  pontiff  will  not 
be  allowed  to  afcend  the  throne,  but  on  con- 
dition of  totally  fupprefling  the  Jefuits.  I,  for 
my  own  part,  glory  in  preferving  their  remains 
in  Silefia,  and,  heretic  though  I  am,  in  not 
aggravating  their  misfortunes.  Whoever,  here- 
after, would  fee  a  fon  of  Ignatius,  muft  be 
obliged  to  travel  to  Silefia,  the  only  province 
in  which  he  will  find  relics  of  that  order  which, 
not  long  fmce,  almoft  defpotically  governed 
the  courts  of  Europe. 

You  will,  for  a  time,  be  affe&ed  by  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  Jefuits,  in  France ;  the  education 
of  your  youth  will,  for  fome  years,  fuffer.  The 
misfortune  will  be  the  more  fenfibly  felt,  becaufe 
your  literature  is  on  the  decline;  and,  among  a 
hundred  that  appear,  it  is  much  when  one  good 
work  can  be  difcovered. 

J  am  unacquainted  with  the  poem  of  St.  Lam- 
I  2  -  berc 
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bert  which  you  mention,  but  I  wait  for  it  with 
that  predilection  in  its  favour  to  which  your  ap- 
probation inclines  me. 

I  have  no  acquaintance  with  the  gazette  of 
the  Lower  Rhine,  or  with  that  of  Holland ;  and 
ftill  lefs  with  the  Paris  gazette.  I  only  know 
that  one  of  your  countrymen  regularly  fcribbles 
two  meets  of  paper  a  week,  at  Cleves,  that  peo- 
ple buy  thefe  meets,  and  that  a  fool  of  a  writer 
always  finds  fome  one  more  foolifti  for  a  reader. 
But  I  fcarc.ely  can  perfuade  myfelf  that  an  author 
of  this  clafs  can  be  of  any  prejudice  to  your  re- 
putation. Alas!  my  good  D'Alembert,  were 
you  king  of  England,  your  faithful  fubjedts 
would  exercife  your  patience  in  a  very  different 
manner.  Had  you  read  the  number  of  publica- 
tions'which  have  been  vended  by  your  dear 
countrymen  againft  me,  during  the  war,  you 
would  laugh  at  this  wretched  newfmonger.  I 
did  not  condefcend  toxread  all  the  productions  of 
the  hatred  and  envy  of  my  enemies,  but  recol- 
lected the  beautiful  ode  of  Horace. "  Un- 

*'  fhaken  by  the  aflaults  of  fortune  the  fage  re- 
"  mains :  the  crufh  of  worlds  affects  him  not. 
"  Though  to  his  feet  earth  fliould  refufe  fupport, 
"he  is  untroubled;  though  elements  mingle 
*'  in  confufion,  he  views  the  wild  uproar  with  a 
•'  countenance  calm  and  ferene.  Strong  in  virtue, 

"  nothing 
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((  nothing  can  afFecl,  nothing  can  agitate  his 
"  mind.  Misfortune  and  profperity  he  con- 
"  templates  with  the  fame  indifference ;  laughs 
"  at  the  clamours  of  the  multitude,  at  the  calum- 
"  nies  of  the  envious,  and  the  perfecutions  of 
f '  his  foes ;  and,  feeking  refuge  in  himfelf,  there 
(<  finds  that  fvveet  ferenity  which  merit  and  in- 
(f  nocence  beftow*." 

Such,  my  good  D'Alembert,  is  the  advice 
which  the  fuperannuated  poet  fends  the  philo- 
fopher.  I  mall  however  enquire  concerning 
your  complaint,  and  endeavour  to  give  you 
fatisfaction,  which  is  the  leaft  you  can  expect 
from  me. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


LETTER     XL. 

« 

From-M.  D'Alembert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  June  16,   1769, 

I  O  IT  R  majefty  gives  me  great  pleafure, 
in  the  laft  letter  you  have  done  me  the  honour 
to  write,  by  afluring  me  that  the  blows  which  the 

*  The  royal  author  has  taken  fuch  liberties  with  the  Latin, 
that  I  have  rather  thought  proper  to  tranflate  after  him  than 
after  Horace.  T. 

I  3  Ruffians 
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Ruffians  and  Turks  deal  to  each  other  will  not 
be  retorted,  either  on  the  P ruffians  or  the  French* 
I  know  not,  indeed,  what  your  majefty  thinks 
of  that  learned  and  famous  war,  but  hitherto 
it  feemsJ:o  me  to  referable  the  jefts  of  Harle- 
quin and  Scapin,  who  menace  each  other  with 
great  noife,  beftow  a  few  ftrokes  with  their 
flat  wooden  fwords,  and  then  run  off,  each  on 
his  proper  fide.  The  moft  pleafant  part  of  the 
affair  is  to  fee  the  impotent  and  fublime  Porte 
become  the  protector  of  the  popery  of  the  Sar- 
matians.  Indeed,  no  other  idea  than  that  of 
ridicule  could,  be  annexed  to  it,  were  it  not  for 
the  effufion  of  blood. 

It  is  faid  that  the  cordelier  Pope,  Ganganelli, 
does  not  intend  to  give  the  fociety  of  Jefus  any 
fugar- plumbs ;  but  that  St.  Francis  of  Affife 
may  chance  to  put  St.  Ignatius  to  death.  It 
feems  to  me  that  the  holy  father,  cordelier 
though  he  be,  will  be  guilty  of  great  folly,  thus 
to  crufh  his  regiment  of  guards,  in  compli- 
ment to  the  catholic  princes.  I  cannot  but 
think  this  treaty  refembles  that  between  the 
wolves  and  the  fheep,  the  firft  condition  of  which 
was  that  the  latter  mould  give  up  their  dogs. 
We  know  the  confequence. 

It  will  certainly  be  very  fingular,  while  the 
moft  chriftian,  the  moft  catholic,  the  moft 

apoftolic, 
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apoftolic,  and  the  mod  faithful  kings  are 
extirpating  the  grenadiers  of  the  holy  fee,  to 
obferve  your  moft  heretical  majefty  affording 
them  protection  and  fafety.  True  it  is  that, 
after  having  refilled  a  hundred  thoufand  Auftri- 
ans,  a  hundred  thoufand  Ruffians,  and  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  French,  you  muft  have  become 
very  timid  indeed  to  be  afraid  of  a  fingle  hun- 
dred of  black  gowns ;  though  I  own  that  here, 
in  France,  they  are  more  to  be  dreaded. 

Voltaire,  who  wifhes  fomething  better  than 
the  deftrudion  of  the  Jefuits',  as  your  majefty 
well  knows,  has  been  fo  well  fatisfied  with  his 
pafchal  communion  of  laft  year  that  it  is  faid  he 
was  determined  this  year  to  take,  according  to 
the  proverb,  a  hair  of  the  fame  dog.  '  He  has 
however  a  difpute  with  the  bimop  of  Geneva, 
formerly  a  mafon  as  he  pretends,  and  fmce  a 
•porte-dieu  *,  who  wiflies  to  have  him  burnt ; 
but  he  tells  me  he  has  no  vocation  to  martyr- 
dom, and  that  he  would  not  expofe  himfelf  to 
the  fate  of  the  chevalier  de  la  Barre.  I  anfwer 
him,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  his  faith,  that,  ac- 
cording to  St.  Auguftin,  in  his  homily  on  the 
Decollation  of  St.  John,  a  man  when  martyred 
is  moft  proper  for  entering  into  the  kingdom  of 

*  A  god-carrier;  alluding  to  the  Uoft.         T, 

1  4  heaven  ; 


. 
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heaven  ;  becaufe'the  Gofpel  fays  we  muft  make 
ourfelves  little,  in  order  to  enter  this  kingdom*, 
which  being  beheaded  naturally  produces. 

I  requeft  your  majefty  would  be  perfuaded  I 
fhould  not  have  troubled  you  with  my  com- 
plaints, relative  to  the  detraction  printed  againft 
me  in  your  ftates,  had  not  this  detraction  been 
an  attack  upon  my  moral  character,  and  had  I 
not  known  that  it  had  made  fome  impreffion, 
even  at  Berlin.  Kings,  fire,  and  efpecially  kings 
like  you,  with  good  reafon  defpife  every  kind  of 
calumny ;  becaufe  their  actions,  being  evident 
to  all  the  world,  are  able  to  give  calumny  the 
lie  :  but  an  obfcure  individual  has  no  fuch 
refource. 

Two  days  fince  I  vifited  the  ftatuary  Couftou, 
to  fee  the  Mars  and  Venus  on  which  he  has  been 
working  for  your  majefty.  They  are  both  beau- 
tiful; the  Venus  is  intirely  finimed,  and  the 
Mars  will  be  immediately. 

I  had  the  honour  to  write  a  few  days  fince 
to  your  majefty,  and  to  fend  you  a  work  on 
Synonymes,  which  perhaps  you  .have  not  yet 
received,  and  which  the  author  defired  I  would 
prefent  to  you. 

*  The  reference  I  imagine  is  to  the  text  in  St.  Luke — 
"  He  that  is  leaft  among  you  all  fhall  be  great."  T. 

I  am 
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I  am  informed  that  M.  de  la  Grange  has  been 
ill.  Your  majefty  fliould  command  him  not  to 
labour  too  feverely.  He  is  a  man  of  very  un- 
common merit,  whofe  prefervation  is  of  impor- 
tance to  the  academy,  and  who  is  well  worthy 
of  your  majefty's  favour,  for  his  talents,  modefty, 
and  the  propriety  of  his  conduct.  I,  by  expe- 
rience, know  the  effects  of  long  and  inceflant 
application ;  which  are  a  decline  of  nature  and 
premature  old  age.  May  the  health  of  your 
majefty,  like  your  fame,  never  fuffer  decay. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      XLI. 

I 

From  the  King. 

July  2,  1769. 

YOU  have  your  eyes  continually  fixed, 
my  dear  D'Alembert,  on  the  warlike  theolo- 
gians who  difpute  with  ponderous  fabres  in  Po- 
land. None  of  the  hordes  that  fight  under  their 
banners  have,  I  can  allure  you,  read  either  the 
Inftitutions  of  John  Calvin  or  the  Summa  of  St. 
Thomas.  Heaven  is  about  to  decide  between  the 
Alcoran  and  the  proceeding  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

from 
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from  the  Father  and  the  Son.  I  will  wager  on 
the  fedtaries  of  the  latter  opinion.  What  has 
hitherto  patted,  between  thefe  theological  na- 
tions, can  only  be  confidered  as  the  prelude  to 
what  is  to  happen,  when  the  campaign  begins. 
The  grand  vizir,  at  the  head  of  orthodox  ca- 
tholics, is  about  to  pafs  the  Danube.  Prince 
Gallitzin,  with  his  heretics,  is  advancing  to  com- 
bat them,  at  the  paflage  of  the  Neifter.  They 
are  preparing  a  fine  banquet  for  Beelzebub ;  for 
the  Sorbonne  and  Hell,  or  Hell  and  the  Sor- 
bonne,  deal  equal  damnation  to  Mahometans 
and  Greeks.  What  a  fine  poffe  of  recruits  will 
there  be  for  his  dufky  majefty,  and  his  adhe- 
rents !  I  have  myfelf  fent  fo  many  to  this  coun- 
try, in  my  own  clefpite,  that  I  may  be  allowed 
to  be  a  fpe<5tator  of  thofe  whom  his  imperial 
majefty  of  Conftantinople,  and  her  imperial 
majefty  of  all  the  Ruffias,  expedite  on  their 
travels. 

You  Frenchmen  do  not  proceed  in  the  fame 
manner,  in  Corfica :  you  depopulate  the  ifland 
more  politely,  but  the  fate  of  thofe  whom  you 
fend  into  the  other  world  is  different,  from  that 
of  thofe  fent  thither  by  the  Ruffians  and  Turks; 
for  whoever  is  killed,  while  fighting  for  Paoli 
and  the  liberty  of  his  country,  is  a  martyr,  and 
a  bird  of  Paradife.  Your  Choifeul  has  fnatched 
6  Corfica 
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Corfica  as  a  cat  claws  chefnuts  from  the  fire; 
and,  as  he  is  adroit,  he  will  not  burn  his  fangs. 
It  is  affirmed  that  he  has  conceived  a  liking  for 
Avignon,  and  the  diftrid  of  Venaiffin.  He  pro- 
tefts  to  the  Pope  that  his  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world ;  and  the  poor  ultramontane  Druid  will 
be  obliged  to  convince  himfelf  of  the  truth  of 
the  dodrine,  if  he  can.  The  Holy  Ghoft  has 
elected  him  conditionally.  But  what  would 
you  have  him  do  ?  He  has  loft  his  ideal  credit, 
founded  on  the  general  ftupidity  of  nations,  and 
he  will  fupprefs  the  Jefuits,  as  formerly  one  of 
his  predecefTors  abolifhed  the  order  of  the  Tem- 
plars ;  and  the  orthodox  potentates  and  the  vicar 
of  Bar-Jonas  will  divide  their  fpoils;  while  a 
poor  little  heretical  prince,  of  a  tolerant  temper, 
affords  an  afylum  to  the  perfecuted. 

What  a  picture  might  an  able  painter  make 
of  all  thefe  events !  In  one  group  he  would 
depict  you  the  mufti,  recovering  the  cathe- 
drals of  the  Polim  bimops ;  in  another  Ruffian 
popes  combating  for  the  fons  of  Calvin ;  and, 
in  the  back  ground,  a  proteftant  prince  protect- 
ing the  Jefuits,  opprefled  by  their  moft  catholic 
and  moft  chriftian  majefties ;  while  St.  Ambrofe, 
Luther,  and  the  patriarch  Phocyas,  peeping  out 
of  a  cloud,  imagining  they  have  weak  eyes,  are 
unable  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  a  fpec- 

tacle 
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tacle  fo  ftrange.  Were  but  the  pidure  finiftied, 
it  ought  to  be  hung  up,  as  an  ornament,  in  every 
mad-houfe  in  Europe. 

But,  pleafantry  apart,  the  edifice  of  the  Ro- 
man church  begins  to  moulder  away,  and  is ' 
tottering  with  age.  The  wants  of  princes,  who 
are  in  debt,  make  them  defirous  of  the  wealth 
which  pious  fraud  has  accumulated,  in  monafte- 
ries.  Hungry  after  this  wealth,  they  think  only 
how  to  appropriate  it  to  themfelves ;  and  this 
is  the  whole  of  their  policy.  They  do  not  per- 
ceive that,  while  deftroying  the  trumpeters  of 
fuperftition  and  fanaticifm,  they  are  fapping  the 
foundation  of  the  building;  that  error  will 
vanifh ;  that  zeal  will  grow  lukewarm ;  and 
that  faith,  wanting  food,  will  expire.  A  monk, 
contemptible  in  himfelf,  can  enjoy  no  other  re- 
fped  in  the  ftate  than  that  which  (hall  be  ac- 
quired him  by  prejudice,  in  favour  of  his  holy 
function.  He  is  fed  by  fuperftition,  honoured 
by  bigotry,  and  canonifed  by  fanaticifm.  Thofe 
towns  in  which  there  are  moft  monafteries  al- 
ways contain  moft  fuperftition,  and  intolerance. 
Deftroy  thefe  repofitories  of  error,  and  you  will 
dam  up  the  fprings  of  corruption,  which  fupply 
prejudice,  give  credit  to  mother  Goofe's  tales, 
and  on  occafion  produce  other  tales,  equally 
true. 

The 
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The  bifliops,  being  moft  of  them  defpifed  by 
the  people,  have  not  power  enough  over  them 
ftrongly  to  roufe  their  paffions  ;  and  the  priefts, 
who  are  very  exad  colledors  of  their  tithes,  are 
fufficiently  peaceful,  and  good  citizens,  not  to 
trouble  the  order  of  fociety. 

The  confequence  of  all  this  is  that  fovereigns, 
very  affedionately  attached  to  that  acceflary 
(wealth)  which  excites  their  cupidity,  know  not 
whither  their  own  proceedings  lead  them.  They 
think  they  ad  like  politicians,  while  they  are 
ading  like  philofophers.  Voltaire,  it  muft  be 
owned,  has  greatly  contributed  to  fmooth  their 
road.  Fie  has  been  the  precurfor  of  the  revo- 
lution ;  and,  by  preparing  the  minds  of  men, 
that  is,  by  pouring  an  inundation  of  ridicule  on 
the  cuculati,  and  on  fomething  better  ftill,  he 
has  chipped  away  the  rough  marble,  from  the 
block  on  which  thefe  minifters  are  at  work,  and 
which  will,  they  know  not  how,  be  fhaped  into 
a  beautiful  ftatue  of  Urania.  - 

After  deeds  fo  worthy,  I  am  a  little  vexed  to 
fee  Voltaire  keep  Eafter  with  fuch  folly,  and 
afford  the  public  fuch  a  farce.  Well ;  let  him 
print  his  confeffion  of  faith,  to  which  no  one 
gives  credence!  Let  him  fully  the  mafculine 
robe  of  philofophy,  by  thefe  trappings  of  hypo- 
crify,  in  which  he  muffles  himfclf ! — He  writes 
4  rio 


126  POSTHUMOUS    WORKS. 

no  more  to  me.  He  will  never  pardon  me,  for 
having  been  the  friend  of  Maupertuis ;  this  is 
an  irremiflible  crime.  It  is  faid  he  has  quarrel- 
led with  his  bifhop ;  that  the  latter  has  complain- 
ed to  the  court,  and  that  the  moft  chriftian  king 
has  given  fentence  againft  Voltaire ;  that  fear 
has  feized  on  the  poor  philofopher,  and  that  he 
has  yielded  to  the  mummeries  of  Eafler  and  the 
altar,  left  the  powers  whofe  patience  he  has 
not  a  little  abufed  mould  no  longer  have  for- 
bearance. 

That  man  would  have  had  too  many  advan- 
tages, over  his  contemporaries,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  leaven  of  his  foibles.  His  hatred  refem- 
bles  that  of  the  God  of  Abraham,  of  Ifaac,  and 
of  Jacob ;  and  he  would  puniih,  even  to  the 
fourth  generation,  men  like  Desfontaines,  Rouf- 
feau,  Freron,  Pompignan,  &c.  This  is  neither 
in  the  tafte  of  the  academy  nor  of  the  portico ; 
for  you  philosophers, 

Calmly  enthron'd  on  Newton's  conquer'd  orbs, 
Deaf  to  the  clamours  of  the  croaking  foe, 
Him  in  his  mire,  with  juft  difdain,  ye  leave  ; 
And  thus  the  futile  flander  turn  to  praife. 

Such  ought  to  be  the  practice  of  all  thofe  who 
know  how  to  defpife  ridiculous  accufations.  For 
•vVho  will  believe,  on  the  word  of  a  newfmonger 
of  the  Lower  Rhine,  that  an  academician  of 

eighty 
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eighty  has  been  killed  by  contradiction,  and 
irony.  This  is  a  kind  of  death  hitherto  un- 
known, and  fo  {hall  remain.  Artful  detraction 
is  dangerous  ;  but  iuch  nonfenfe  as  this  certainly 
never  can  draw  down  any  thing  but  contempt. 

Our  geometrician  of  Berlin  is  in  excellent 
health,  and  rather  lives  in  the  planet  Venus  than 
on  this  terraqueous  globe.  The  people,  who 
have  heard  fpeak  of  Venus  and  her  paffage  over 
the  fun's  difk,  have  been  two  nights  on  the 
watch,  to  obferve  the  phenomenon.  You  will 
laugh  at  the  ex  pence  of  my  good  countrymen ; 
but  this  is  all  the  wit  they  have. 

You  tell  me  of  works  which  you  have  fent, 
but  which  have  not  yet  arrived.  I  know  the 
Synonymes  Francois,  and  have  long  had  the  work. 
It  is  a  ufeful  book,  for  it  teaches  us  how  to  efti- 
mate  exactly  the  terms  of  your  language  ;  and 
I  fufpedt  it  is  a  new  edition  of  this  work  which 
is  on  the  road  for 'me. 

I  own  I  a.m  fufficiently  difgufted  with  the  new 
works  which  at  prefent  appear  in  France ;  they 
are  fo  fuperabundnnt,  fo  full  of  paradoxes,  of 
loofe  and  inconfiftent  reafonings,  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  thefe  defeds,  have  fo  little  genius  that 
they  might  infpire  contempt  for  a  love  for  letters, 
had  not  the  preceding  age  furniihed  us  with 
matter-pieces  of  every  kind.  The  happy  fecun- 
dity of  that  age  rewards  us  for  the  barrennefs  of 

the 
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the  prefent.  I  was  born  at  the  end  of  that 
epocha,  in  which  the  human  mind  burft  out  in 
all  its  fplendor.  The  great  men  who  were  the 
glory  of '  thofe  happy  times  are  now  no  more ; 
and  France  has  no  one  on  whom  (he  can  at 
prefent  rely,  like  {lately  and  ftrong  columns  to 
fupport  the  falling  edifice,  except  on  you  and 
Voltaire.  I  therefore  hope  we  (hall  leave  this 
world  together,  and  travel  in  company  toward 
that  country  of  which  no  geographer  has  yet 
given  us  a  map,  no  traveller  a  'defcription,  nor 
any  quarter-matter  has  pointed  out  the  road, 
but  which  we  (hall  be  obliged  to  find  as  well  as 
we  can.  Till  the  moment  of  departure,  how- 
ever, may  you  enjoy  perfect  health,  with  all  the 
happinefs  our  human  condition  will  admit  of, 
and  preferve  your  mind  in  unmaken  tranquil- 
lity !  Such  are  the  prayers  of  all  pliilofophers, 
for  their  dear  Athenagoras. 
On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


L    E  •  T   ,T     E     R      XUI. 

From  M.  D'dlembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  Auguft  fr  1769, 

XH  A  N  K  S  to  your  majefty,  I  am  per- 
fcftly  tranquil,'  relative  to  the  two  only  countries  \ 

CO 
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en  earth  for  which  I  intereft  myfelf ;  that  which 
has  the  happinefs  to  have  you  for  a  fovereign, 
and  that  which  I  have  the  honour  to  inhabit. 
After  fuch  an  afTurance,  let  Roman  catholics, 
called  Mahometans,  and  Schifmatics,  who  pre- 
tend they  are  for  toleration,  murder  each  other 
at  their  pleafure.  I  mall  be  fatisfied  with  re- 
peating the  de  profundis,  for  the  repofe  of  their 
fouls,  without  difturbing  myfelf  concerning  the 
ifuccefs  of  their  arms,  or  thofe  grand  events 
which  I  believe  never  will  be  the  refult.  Should 
the  Alcoran  be  victorious,  we  have  then  only  to 
believe  in  the  animal  Borak. 

I  know  not  whether  the  Corficans,  whom  we 
have  expedited  into  the  other  world,  are  more 
at  their  eafe  there  than  they  were  here ;  but  it 
feems  to  me  that  Sertorius  Paoli  has  brought 
the  bufmefs  to  but  a  foolifti  kind  of  conclufion. 
He  is  accufed  of  being  Jomewhat  of  a  poltroon, 
which  has  fomewhat  appeared  in  his  conduct ; 
and  this,  it  mud  be  owned,  is  a  defect  Jomewhat 
eflential,  in  the  chief  of  a  nation  that  withes  to 
be  free. 

It  is  affirmed  they  are  often  obliged  to  pull 
the  cordelier  Pope  by  the  fleeve,  to  induce  him 
to  abolifh  the  Jefuits.  Nor  do  I  much  wonder 
at  this  :  to  propofe,  to  the  Pope,  the  deftruction 
of  thefe  brave  warriors  is  equal  to  propofing,  to 

VOL.  xi.  K  your 
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your  majefty,  to  difband  your  guards.  Not  but 
I  imagine  men  are  much  furprifed,  in  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  at  Naples,  to  fee  the  fucceffor  of 
St.  Peter  and  your  majefty  contending,  who 
(hall  protect  the  fons  of  Ignatius.  This  feems  a 
fact  as  aftoniming,  in  thefe  enlightened  countries, 
as  the  adventure  of  the  two  miflals,  which  were 
formerly  thrown  into  the  fire,  to  know  which 
was  the  beft,  and  which  both  were  burnt,  to  the 
great  difappointment  of  the  gaping  fpedators. 
It  may,  however,  for  a  moment,  divert  your 
majefty  to  be  told  that  the  general  of  the  Jefuits, 
in  a  petition  prefented  to  the  late  Pope,  did  me 
the  honour  to  cite  me,  as  an  authority  which 
could  not  be  fufpected,  in  favour  of  his  order ; 
becaufe  I  had  fomewhere  faid  that  the  Jefuits 
are  the  JanifTaries  of  the  holy  fee,  and  like  them 
neceflary  to  the  fupport  of  the  empire. 

I  know  not  on  what  terms  Voltaire  will  be 
with  God's  new  earthly  vicegerent.  *  It  is  faid 
he  was  ferioufly  threatened  with  excommunica- 
tion, by  his  predeceflbr.  He  informs  me  he 
has  great  fear  of  dying  a  martyr,  which  was  the 
reafon  he  confeffed,  and  that,  at  the  worft,  he 
might  be  but  a  confeffbr.  He  has  lately  written 
a  fmall  pamphlet,  intided  PERPETUAI/PEACE, 
which  is  a  violent  declaration  of  war ;  or  rather 
,  a  continuation  of  war  againft  thofe  whom  you 

wot 
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wot  of.  He  fays  that  his  bimop  of  Annecy,  who 
calls  himfelf  prince  of  Geneva,  is  a  coufin-ger- 
man  of  his  ftone-mafon;  and  that  the  mortar 
of  the  prelate  is  not  adheiive. 

It  appears  as  impoffible  to  me  as  to  your  ma- 
jefty  to  imagine  that  an  old  manx>f  eighty  (hould 
die  of  vexation,  or  apoplexy,  becaufe  he  had 
been  called  a  dotard ;  but  I  will  venture  to 
affure  your  majefty  that  the  people  of  Berlin 
have  been  kind  enough  to  believe  this :  nor 
indeed  am  I  aftonifhed  at  it,  after  what  your 
majefty  has  told  me,  of  their  fitting  up  two 
nights  to  fee  Venus  pafs  the  fun. 

Fortunately,  lire,  your  academy  of  fciences 
does  not  refemble  the  remainder  of  the  nation. 
Its  memoirs  form  an  excellent  work,  and  prove 
it  to  be  one  of  the  moft  learned  and  feled  focie- 
ties  in  Europe.  I  do  not  fpeak  of  M.  de  la 
Grange  alone,  whofe  merit  is  fo  well  known  to 
your  majefty  ;  but,  among  others,  of  Meffieurs 
Lambert  and  Beguelin,  who  have  both  inferted 
excellent  papers  in  the  collection,  and  who  ap- 
pear to  me  worthy  of  the  favours  with  which 
your  majefty  has  ever  honoured  merit. 

Your  majefty  has  appointed  me  a  rendezvous 

in  the  valley  of  Jehofaphat;  and,  according  to  all 

appearance,  I  mall  be  there  mil.     I  know  not 

from   whom   the   Holy   Ghoft   proceed?,    but 

K  i  mould 
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fhould  be  very  glad  to  know  from  whom  pro- 
ceed the  two  true  deities  of  this  world,  Digeilion 
and  Sleep.  I  would  travel  in  fearch  of  them, 
be  they  where  they  would. 

I  intreat  your  majefty  to  accept  my  moft 
humble  congratulations,  on  the  marriage  of  the 
prince  of  Pruflia.  I  flatter  myfelf  you  are  per- 
fectly perfuaded  of  the  lively  intereft  I  take,  in 
whatever  concerns  your  illuftrious  houfe,  and 
auguft  perfon.  M;i  < 

In  thefe  fentiments,  and  with  the  moft  pro- 
found refpect,  I  fhall  all  my  life  remain,  &c. 


LETTER     XLIIL 

From  the  King. 

September  14,  1769. 

I  PROFIT  by  the  departure  of  the  fieur 
Grimm  to  fend  you  this  letter,  and  to  inform 
you  that  hitherto  neither  fortune,  chance,  not 
providence  has  determined  which  of  the  belli- 
gerent powers  Ihall  be  victorious.  Monfieur 
St.  Nicholas,  fwimming  upon  his  mill-fame, 
and  whofe  underflanding  is  held  in  good  re- 
pute, 
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pute,  has  perfuaded  prince  Gallitzin  to  retreat 
to  Kaminieck. 

I  am  glad  that  you  are  fatisfied  with  the  me- 
moirs of  our  academy.  The  three  perfons  of 
whom  you  fpeak  are,  paft  difpute,  the  three 
moil  worthy  members  of  the  body.  Men  of 
talents,  of  every  clafs,  are  very  uncommon.  It 
is  very  difficult  to  find  men  equal  to  our  wiflies, 
in  thefe  times  of  fterility.  A  more  feleft  af- 
fembly  would  be  difficult  to  procure. 

If  you  will  not  give  me  the  meeting  at  the 
valley  of  Jehofaphat,  determine  to  meet  me 
here.  There  is  no  intermediate  choice  :  and  I, 
for  my  part,  mould  be  much  better  pleafed  to 
fee  you  clad  in  flefh  and  blood 'than  in  I  know 
not  what  difguife,  and  in  the  guife  of  a  ghoft  ; 
for,  without  tongue  and  without  voice,  I  cannot 
fufpect  that  our  converfation  would  be  exceed- 
ingly witty,  or  inftructive.  I  have  charged  M. 
Grimm  to  inform  you  of  the  intereft  I  take  in 
your  welfare ;  nor  can  you  be  unacquainted 
with  the  efteem  with  which  I  am,  £fc. 


K3  LET- 
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LETTER      XLIV. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  Oftober  16,  1769. 

M.  GRIMM,  who  has  only  been  re- 
turned  a  few  days  to  France,  has  delivered  the 
letter  with  which  your  majefty  has  been  pleafed 
to  honour  me,  and  for  which  I  intreat  you  to  ac- 
cept my  humble  thanks.  He  is  returned,  fire, 
with  a  heart  penetrated  with  that  refpect,  admi- 
ration, and  attachment,  with  which  your  ma- 
jefty infpires  all  thofe  who  have  the  honour  to 
approach  your  perfon. '  But  what  moft  interefts 
me,  for,  like  Bartholomew,  I  proceed  imme- 
diately to  eflentials  *',  M.  Grimm  has  given  me 
the  moft  fatisfaclory  information  concerning 
your  majefty's  health,  and  gaiety;  for  gaiety 
is  one  of  the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  good 
health. 

The  three  perfons  whom  your  majefty  does 
me  the  honour  to  mention,  Meffieurs  de  la 
Grange,  Beguelin,  and  Lambert,  are  in  effed: 
the  beft  members  of  the  academy  ;  and  moft 

*  Carje  reffemlle  a  Eartholomce,  gut  allait  drolt  aufofide,  &c, 
I  do  not  know,  or  cannot  recolleft,  to  what  M.  D'Alembert 
alludes  j  perhaps  to  fome  character  in  comedy,  or  farce,  who 
mindedthf  main  chance*  T» 

worthy, 
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worthy,  for  this  reafon,  of  your  majcfty's  favours. 
I  hope  young  M.  Bernouilli  will  follow  their 
example.  I  have  lately  received  a  differtation 
from  M.  Cochins,  which  obtained  the  prize  on 
metaphylics.  It  appears  to  be  well  written,  and 
full  of  found  philofophy.  If  M.  Cochius  be  not 
a  member  of  the  academy,  it  feems  to  me  he 
is  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  clafs  of  fpeculative 
philofophy,  or  in  that  of  the  belles  lettres. 

It  has  been  aflerted,  Jire,  nor  have  I  any  dif- 
ficulty in  believing  the  aflertion,  that  the  em- 
peror  is  returned  to  Vienna,  delighted  by  your 
majefty.  In  all  his  travels,  he  has  certainly  feen 
nothing  of  equal  worth.  Since  this  monarch 
has  formed  an  acquaintance  with  your  majefty, 
I  am  convinced  he  will  never  make  war  on  you; 
and  this  is  the  fubject  which  occupies  me  moft ; 
for  the  tranquillity  and  fafety  of  your  majefty, 
are  ftill  more  dear  to  rne  than  your  fame,  which 
has  itfelf  loft  nothing,  by  your  admirable  con- 
duct, during  fix  years  peace.  On  thefe  con- 
ditions, I  leave  the  Turks  and  the  Ruffians  to 
maflacre  each  other,  when  and  how  they  pleafe. 

My  health  is  continually  fluctuating ;  I  wifti 
at  leaft  it  would  permit  me  to  acquire  fufficient 
ftrength  once  more  to  throw  myfelf  at  your 
majefty 's  feet;  for  thisfame  valley  of  Jehofaphat 
is  but  a  gloomy  kind  of  rendezvous  :  but  .let 
K  4  me 
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me  meet  your  majefty  in  what  valley  I  may, 
you  will  ever  find  my  heart  full  of  that  gratitude, 
profound  refpect,  and  admiration  with  which  I 
am,  &c. 


LETTER       XLV. 

From  the  King. 

November  15,  1769. 

I  A  M  glad  I  became  acquainted  with  the 
fieur  Grimm ;  he  is  a  man  of  wit,  has  a  philo- 
fophic  head,  and  his  memory  is  well  ftored  and 
embellifhed.  He  never  can  enough  repeat  how 
much  I  efteem  you,  and  how  highly  I  interefl 
myfelf  in  all  that  relates  to  you.  He  found  me 
in  tolerable  good  health,  becaufe  the  period  of 
convalefcence,  after  a  fit  of  the  gout,  is  exactly 
that  in  which  the  health  is  mod  vigorous.  Be- 
fide  that  the  bed  remedy,  for  youth  and  age,  is 
indifputably  peace  of  mind ;  which,  infpiring 
mild  cheerfulnefs,  infufes  new  balm  into  the 
blood,  and  appeafes  thofe  violent  agitations 
which  are  deftructive  of  our  weak  fibres. 

1  imagine  the  good  Cordelier  Pope  will  have 
need  to  recur  to  this  remedy  ;  at  leaft  his  pretty 

children 
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children  are  cutting  him  out  plenty  of  work.  I 
would  rather  be  a  Cobler  than  a  Pope  in  the 
prefent  age.  The  charm  is  broken,  and  the 
wretched  quack  continues  to  vaunt  his  drugs, 
which  no  one  comes  to  buy  ;  while  his  daring 
auditors  are  attempting  to  overturn  his  ilage. 
I  know  not  what  Englishman  it  was  who,  after 
having  drawn  the  horofcope  of  hierarchy,  and 
calculated  its  duration,  fixed  its  death  at  the 
end  of  the  prefent  century.  I  mould  not  be 
forry  to  be  a  fpectator  of  this  event,  though  it 
does  not  feern  to  me  quite  fo  near :  I  rather 
think  its  prefent  abfurdides  will  endure  two 
ages  longer ;  being,  as  they  are,  fupported  by 
popular  fanaticifm. 

From  what  I  have  faid,  the  queftion  may  be 
flarted  whether  the  religion  of  the  vulgar  muft 
not  be  intermingled  with  fable.  I  think  it  muft  ; 
becaufe  thofe  animals  which  the  fchool  has 
deigned  to  name  rational  have,  in  effect,  very 
little  rationality.  What  are  a  few  enlightened 
profeflors,  or  fage  academicians,  compared  to 
the  immenfe  multitude  of  which  a  great  mo- 
narchy is  compofed  ?  The  voice  of  thefe  pre- 
ceptors of  the  human  race  is  feeble,  and  cannot 
be  heard  beyond  a  certain  fmall  extent.  How 
may  all  the  prejudices  that  are  imbibed  with 
our  mother's  milk  be  eradicated?  Who  (hall 

wreflle 
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wreftle  with  cuftom,  which  is  the  reafon  of  fools; 
or  ftifle  in  the  heart  of  man  thofe  feeds  of  fuper- 
ftition  which  nature  has  fown  there,  and  which 
are  nurtured  by  the  perception  of  their  own 
weaknefs  ?  All  this  induces  me  to  believe  there 
is  no  improvement  to  be  made,  in  this  fine  fpe- 
cies  of  unfeathered  bipeds.  The  herd  of  man- 
kind will  probably  ever  remain  the  fport  of  thofe 
knaves  whofe  endeavours  are  to  deceive. 

Our  academy,  though  not  fplendid,  makes 
a  filent  progrefs.  The  approbation  you  beftow 
on  fome  of  its  members  renders  them  more  dear 
to  me,  and  the  hope  you  give  me  of  making  a 
tour  into  thefe  countries  infpires  greater  plea- 
fure  than  the  Jews  will  receive,  at  the  fecond 
apparition  of  Elias.  On  this  anchor  at  prefent 
I  reft ;  for  I  neither  know  any  map  in  which  to 
find  the  valley  of  Jehofaphat,  the  road  that  leads 
thither,  nor  the  language  of  the  country.  There 
will  be  much  more  certainty  in  an  earthly  inter- 
view, at  which  I  can  with  my  combined  fenfes 
affure  you,  face  to  face,  of  the  efteem,  &c. 


LET, 
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LETTER      XLVI. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  December  tft,  1769, 

v  ^  1  IMAGINE  your  majefty  "is  much  occu- 
pied, at  the  prefent  moment,  by  that  violent 
fermentation  with  which  the  north  of  Europe  is 
agitated.  I  continually  fear  to  importune  you, 
by  nfelefs  letters ;  but  I  cannot  deny  myfelf  the 
fatisfaction  of  teftifying  the  pleafure  I  feel,  at 
the  birth  of  a  new  prince  to  your  auguft  and 
illuftrious  houfe.  I  hope  that  her  royal  high- 
nefs,  the  princefs  of  Pruffia,  will  again  give  occa- 
fion  to  fimilar  rejoicings. 

Some  time  ago,  I  had  the  honour  to  thank 
your  majefty,  Vjy  a  letter  at  leaft  long  enough, 
for  the  information  you  had  \)leafed  to  afford 
me.  If  I  might  venture  to  take  the  liberty, 'I 
(hould  aik  what  the  prefent  war  portends ;  and 
what  will  be  the  fate  of  Poland,  the  fovereign 
of  which  appears  to  me  to  be  the  Holy  Ghoft  of 
kings.  Voltaire  does  not  feem  vexed  at  the  ill 
fuccefs  of  the  Turks,  who  he  affirms  neither  con- 
vert nor  perfecute,  but  brutalize.  For  my  own 
part,  when,  as  it  often  happens,  I  find  my  head 
tut  ill  upon  my  fhoulders,  I  think  on  the  poor 

Grand 
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Grand  Vizir,  who  has  lately  been  decapitated, 
and  own  mine  is  a  more  favourable  deftiny, 
bad  as  it  is ;  efpecially  when  I  compare  it,  fire, 
to  the  fate  of  yours,  which  fmgly  is  burthened 
\vith  fo  many  affairs,  and  which  yet  finds  time 
to  cultivate  philofophy  and  poetry,  with  the 
greateft  fuccefs.  Thefe  you  have  reconciled; 
may  you,  in  like  manner,  reconcile  St.  Nicholas 
and  the  afs  Borak ;  which  I  cannot  but  think, 
efpecially  in  the  laft  affair,  little  better  than  a, 
beail  *,  J  am,  &c. 


LETTER      XLVIL 

From  M.  TfAlembert. 

SIRE,  Pan's,  December  18,   1769. 

1 T  is  not  long  fihce  I  had  the  honour  to 
write  to  your  majefty,  and  I  continually  make 
a  fcruple  of  obtruding  too  often  with  my  letters ; 
perfuaded,  as  I  well  may  be,  that  your  time 
may  be  better  employed  than  in  their  perufal. 
I  cannot  however  avoid  returning  my  moft' 

*    Une  lite Blockhead,  fool,  ideot,  afs,  &c. This  is 

one  of  the  moft  leafing,  becaufe  one  of  the  moft  common,  pun? 
in  the  Trench  language,  to  a  tranflator.         T. 

humble 
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humble  thanks,   for   the   prologue  which  you 
have  had  the  goodnefs  to  fend  me.     The  prin- 
cefs,  who  is  the  fubject  of  this  poem,  appears 
to  me  to  b«  praifed  with  equal  gallantry  and 
art.     I  know  that  (lie  merits  thefe  praifes,  be- 
caufe  your   majefty  has  done   me  the  honour 
feveral  times  to  inform  me  of  her  great  mufical 
talents.     I  know  too,  (ire,  were  the  word  prin- 
cefs  changed  to  that  of  king,  to  whom  thefe 
eulogiums  might   be  ftill   better  applied;  not 
omitting  to  add  others,  if  poflible  more  meri- 
torious, becaufe  relative  to  objects  greater,  and 
more  eflential  to  the  happinefs   of  mankind. 
The  conclufion  of  the  prologue,  fire,  is  a  new 
pleafantry,  and  in  an  excellent  tafte.     Avancez 
mes  batards  *  made  me  laugh  heartily.     Alas ! 
Melpomene   and  Thalia  have  little  elfe  than 
baflards ;  for  even  our  comedians  of  Paris  are 
not  too  legitimate. 

I  humbly  thank  your  majefty  for  the  news 
you  fend  me  of  your  health.  I  receive  particu- 
lar pleafure,  from  that  tranquillity  of  mind  you 
feem  at  prefent  to  enjoy  ;  for  this,  fire,  allures 
me  of  the  happinefs  of  your  majefty,  in  which 
I.  intereft  myfelf  firft,  and  moft.  It  next  in- 
forms me  of  the  happinefs  of  your  fubjeds,  and 
perhaps  of  the  pacific  difpofiuon  of  the  other 

*  Advance  my  baftards. 

2.  powers 


142  POSTHUMOUS    WORKS. 

powers  of  Europe.  I  know  not  whether  the 
old  falve-feller,  formerly  a  cordelier,  be  equally 
tranquil,  relative  to  the  fate  of  his  crazy  bark  : 
I  think  however  it  will  continue  on  float  longer 
than  while  he  lives.  I  own  his  drugs  do  not  fell 
as  they  did  formerly,  but  they  are  moft  refpect- 
fully  fwallowed  ftill ;  I  will  not  fay  merely  by 
the  vulgar,  but  by  people  of  more  elevated 
rank ;  and  purchafed  by  others,  who  indeed  do 
not  fwallow  them,  but  who  dare  not  throw  them 
in  the  fire. 

The  queftion  whether  the  religion  of  the  vul- 
gar muft  not  be  intermingled  with  fable  merits, 
fire/  to  be  propofed  by  an  academy  like  that  of 
Berlin.  For  my  own  part,  I  think  truth  fliould 
always  be  taught  mankind,  and  that  there  can 
be  no  real  advantage  in  deceit.  The  academy  of 
Berlin,  by  propofmg  fuch  a  queftion,  as  a  prize 
queftion  in  metaphyfics,  would,  if  I  do  not 
miftake,  do  itfelf  much  honour,  and  diftinguifti 
itfelf  from  other  literary  focieties,  in  which  too 
many  prejudices  are  ftill  found. 

Permit  me,  on  this  occafion,  to  allure  your 
majefty  of  the  intire  gratitude  of  Meflieurs  de 
la  Grange,  Lambert,  and  Beguelin ;  who  feem 
to  be  deeply  affected  by  your  majefty's  boun- 
ties, and  Very  ardent  to  merit  them,  more  and 
more  effectually. 

I  con- 
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I  conclude  by  intreating  your  majefty  to  re- 
ceive, with  your  ufual  goodnefs,  my  hearty 
wiflies  for  your  welfare,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
coming  year,  which  is  the  thirtieth  of  your  glo- 
rious reign.  May  thirty  more  fucceed,  and  may 
fate  add  to  your  illuftrious  life  thofe  days  which 
(he  feems  determined  to  retrench  from  mine  ! 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refped,  mod 
tender  gratitude,  and  moft  lively  admiration, 
&c. 

• 


"•  ......  "•"• 

LETTER     XLVIII. 


From  the          . 

January  4,  1770. 

1  H  E  north,  Protagoras,  is  more  peace- 
able than  you  fuppofe.  While  difquietude  and 
confufion  reign  in  the  eaft,  we  who  are  called 
the  Elders  of  Europe  want  alacrity  to  cabal,  like 
a  certain  people  of  the  fouth,  who  are  fometimes 
known  by  the  name  of  Gauls.  Thefe  infinuat- 
ing  good  folks  (how  their  nofes  every  where, 
often  where  they  have  no  bufinefs,  and  bear 
that  reftleffnefs  with  which  they  are  themfelves 
tormented  over  all  quarters  of  the  globe.  They 
imagine  that,  by  communicating  it,  they  will 
6  diminifh 
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diminifh  the  portion  which  has  fallen  to  theii* 
(hare,  and  that  they  will  themfelves  become 
more  ferene.  But  this  it  is  affirmed  is  loft  la- 
bour, and  to  become  more  tranquil  themfelves 
(I  dare  not  venture  to  fay  rriore  fage)  they  muft 
exorcife  the  demon  by  which  they  are  poffeffed; 
for  fo  I  have  lately  been  allured  they  are,  by  a 
very  grave  divine,  with  whom  I  converfe  on  my 
own  falvation.  I  leave  the  Holy  Ghoft  as  you 
have  coupled  him,  with  the  king  of  the  Sarma- 
tians,  and  who  never  were  fo  coupled  before  by 
any  council  :  notwithstanding  the  ill  credit  in 
which  they  at  prefent  are,  their  turn  may  come ; 
and,  if  fate  (hall  pleafe,  they  may  recover  favour 
and  make  their  fortune.  This  comrade  of  the 
king  is  ftill  young ;  he  is  like  the  duke  de  Lau- 
rangais,  by  the  commiflion  of  folly  he  may  be- 
come wife.  His  birth  has  not  been  proved 
above  fifteen  hundred  years ;  fo  that  you  per- 
ceive he  is  ftill  in  his  infancy.  God  knows  how 
many  millions  of  years  have  paffed  away  before 
his  old  papa  brought  himfelf  into  credit,  and 
enjoyed  that  refpeft  in  which  he  is  at  prefent 
held.  Time  is  omnipotent ;  he  produces,  de-. 
ftroys,  abafes,  and  elevates  gods  and  men.  Let 
us  confide  in  him,  my  dear  D'Alembert,  and 
our  knight-errant  will  in  turn  find  an  opportu- 
nity, to  difplay  his  abilities. 

In 
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In  the  interim,  my  family  amufe  themfelves 
with  manufacturing  children.  This  is  a  good 
remedy  againft  indolence,  and  which  ought  to 
be  applied,  after  a  feven  years  war.  I  thank 
you  for  the  part  you  take  in  thefe  matters; 
and,  were  this  the  age  of  Catherine  de  Medicis, 
I  would  entreat  you  to  draw  the  horofcope  of 
an  embryo  which  may  happen  to  come  into  the 
world  fix  months  hence ;  but,  as  it  is  not,  I  ex- 
cufe  you. 

For  my  part,  inftead  of  children,  I  make  bad 
memoirs,  for  the  academy  ;  a  fpecimen  of  which 
you  here  fee.  I  imagine  you  will  be  partly  of 
my  opinion,  refpe&ing  the  principle  I  have  pur- 
fued.  My  ideas,  I  believe,  are  calculated  to 
promote  the  good  of  humanity ;  but  I  have  been 
obliged  to  fpare,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
adopted  by,  the  clergy.  If  good  be  but  pro- 
moted, it  matters  little  by  what  means.  I  am  a 
great  partifan  for  morality,  becaufe  I  know  men, 
and  perceive  the  good  of  which  it  may  be  pro- 
dudYive.  An  algebraift,  who  lives  locked  up  in 
his  cabinet,  fees  nothing  but  numbers,  and  pro- 
portions, which  produce'  no  effecl:  in  the  moral 
world.  The  progrefs  of  manners  is  of  more 
worth  to  fociety  than  all  the  calculations  of 
Newton. 

I  hope  you  will  freely  tell  me  your  opinion, 

VOL.  xi.  L.  refpecl- 
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refpecting  my  memoir;  and  that  you  remain 
perfectly  convinced  of  my  efteem. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into-  his- 
holy  keeping. 
;2-:-.*m   £sdi  ni   -..;  -   ^  y# 

'-?.  ~ - 

la  '.xjc-Jlc'iori  yih  v.-*-.'..  c.  /;ov  ;;  ;f>ij<;>  Lluow  I 

-LET    T     E    R      XLIX. 

•;  .      jvii  e;  3:3."  /;.;vj  ;  12*12 a  c::'.-;  .1^  i'.H  bliow 
From  the  King. 

January  8,  r77^ 

"V  " 

YOU  know  that  we  poets  are  accufed  of 

indulging  a  little  too  much  in  flattery,  and  hy- 
perbole :  of  thefe  however  the  prologue,  written 
for  the  electrefs  of  Saxony,  is  not  fufceptible ;. 
becaufe  this  princefs  is  .endowed  with  uncom- 
mon qualities,  and  polferTed  of  talents  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  fame  of  an  individual.  As  the 
public  however  is  rather  prone  to  malice  than 
admiration,  it  was  neceflary  to  give  this  malice 
food,  by  a  little  gentle  difcipline  beftowed 
tipon  the  players,  who  certainly  merit  cafliga- 
tion.  I  imagine  you  find  it  difficult  to  obtain 
good  actors,  at  Paris;  but,  had  you  feen  thofe_ 
who  reprefented  .this  piece,  your  company  in 
comparifon  would  have  appeared  divine. 

If,  as  philofophers  fay,  all  the  occupations  jof 
m_en  are  but  .the  fports  of  boys,  it  is  better  to 

write 
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•vVrite  a  bad  prologue  than  to  difturb  the  peace 
of  Europe.  I  have  no  quarrel,  either  with  Ma- 
homet or  the  Sarmatians,  who  are  worrying 
each  other.  I  live  in  peace  and  good  intelli- 
gence with  all  my  neighbours,  and  write  bal- 
lads for  my  own  amufement. 

I  know  not  what  THE  INFALLIBLE  feated  on 
the  feven  hills  may  think,  but  I  know  that  he 
interefts  himfelf  in  rimming  and  improving  our 
catholic  church  of  Berlin  ;  and  that  he  does  not 
hate  me,  regarding  me  as  one  of  the  props  of 
his  pretorian  band,  which  others  would  oblige 
him  to  difmifs.  He  fatisfies  himfelf  with  dif- 
puting,  inch  by  inch,  the  remainder  of  an  ideal 
credit,  which  makes  him  appreheniive  of  ap- 
proaching bankruptcy.  He  finds  himfelf  in 
the  fame  fituation  as  your  comptroller  of  the- 
finances ;  but  I  will  wager  that  France,  the  moft 
ancient  kingdom  on  earth,  will  plead  her  right 
of  precedency  to  become  bankrupt ;  and  that 
your  purfes  will  be  emptied  before  the  reign  of 
fuperflhion  (hall  be  abolimed. 

The  queftion  you  propofe  to  our  academy 
appertains  to  profound  philosophy.  You  wi(h. 
us  to  fcrutinife  the  nature  and  conftitution  of  the 
human  mind  ;  and  to  decide  whether  man  be  fuf- 
ceptible  of  rather  confiding  in  his  reafon  than  in  I 
his  imagination.  From  the  little  knowledge  I 
*L  2  poffefs, 
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poffefs,  I  fhould  incline  toward  imagination  J 
for  the  marvellous  always  feduces,  and  man  is 
rather  a  reafoner  than  reafonable.  I  rely  on 
the  experience  of  all  ages.  You  can  find  no 
people  whofe  religion  had  not  a  mixture  of 
abfurd  fable  and  morality,  neceflary  for  the 
fupport  of  fociety.  Egyptians,  Jews,  Perfians, 
Greeks,  and  Romans,  each  made  fable  the  bafis 
of  their  religion.  You  find  the  fame  marvellous 
fyftem  eftablifhed  among  the  African  nations ; 
and  if  you  do  not  meet  with  the  like  phrenzy 
in  the  Ladrone  iilands,  it  is  becaufe  the  inhabi- 
tants had  no  religion  whatever.  The  Chinefe, 
paft  difpute,  are  the  people  who  feem  leafl  ad- 
dicted to  fuperftition ;  but,  though  the  great 
follow  the  doctrines  of  Confucius,  the  people 
do  not  feem  to  imitate  them ;  they  receive  their 
bonzes  with  open  arms,  who  feed  them  with 
impofture;  a  food  proper  for  the  multitude, 
and  adapted  to  its  grofs  appetite. 

The  proofs  I  have  alleged  are  taken  from 
fuch  examples  as  hiftory  affords ;  and  there  are 
others,  which  I  think  more  cogent,  that  arife 
from  the  condition  of  man,  and  that  impediment 
which  daily  and  neceflary  labour  is  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  fuch  knowledge  as  mould  render  the 
bulk  of  mankind  fuperior  to  the  prejudices  of 
education.  Let  us  fuppofe  a  monarchy  which 

contains 
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contains  ten  millions  of  people  ;  from  thefe  ten 
millions  let  us  firft  deduct  hufbandmen,  manu- 
facturers, artifts,  and  foldiersj  and  the  remain- 
der will  be  about  fifty  thoufand  perfons,  of  the 
two  fexes.     From  this  fifty  thoufand  let  us  fub- 
ft  raft  twenty-five  thoufand  females ;  and  the  re- 
fidue  will  be  compofed  of  the  nobility,   and 
higher  order  of  citizens.     Among  thefe  let  us 
examine  how  many  there  are  who  are  indolent, 
incapable,   pufillanimous,  and  debauched ;  and 
the  refult  of  the  calculation  will  nearly  be  that, 
among  what  is  called  a  civilifed  nation,  confift- 
ing  of  about  ten  millions  of  inhabitants,  you 
will  fcarcely  find  a  thoufand  literati.     >\nd  how 
great  will  be  the  difference  of  genius  among 
this  thoufand  !    But,   be   it   fuppofed  poffible 
that  a  thoufand  philofophers  mould  be  of  one 
opinion,  and  not  themfelves  fubject  to  any  pre- 
judices :  what  effects  would  their  leflbns  pro- 
duce on  the  public  ?  If  eight  tenths  of  the  na- 
tion are  employed  in  obtaining  food,  and  do 
not  read  ;  if  another  tenth  be  triflingly  indolent, 
debauched,  or  incapable  ;  the  refult  is,  that  the 
little  good  fenfe  our  fpecies  can  poifefs  muft  be 
engrafted  by  a  imall  part  of  the  nation  -,  that  the 
remainder  are  not  fufceptible  of  this  good  fenfe ; 
and  that,  confequently,  the  marvellous  will  al- 
ways prevail  with  the  multitude. 

L  3  Thcfc 
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Thefe  confederations  led  me  to  believe  thai; 
credulity,  fuperftition,  and  the  fcrupulous  fears 
of  timid  minds  will  ever  preponderate,  in  the 
public  fcale  ;  that  the  number  of  philpfophers 
will  be  fmall,  in  all  ages,  and  that  bigotry,  of 
fome  kind,  will  continually  lord  it  over  the 
earth.  The  chriftian  religion  was  a  fpecies  of 
theifm,  at  its  commencement*  It  foon  granted 
an  act  of  naturalization  to  pagan  idols,  and  cere- 
monies ;  and,  by  new  embroidery,  fo  entirely 
covered  the  fimple  robe  it  received  at  its  firft 
inftitution,  that  it  could  no  longer  be  known  for 
the  fame.  Imperfection,  moral  and  phyfical, 
i$  the  characteriftic  of  the  globe  we  inhabit. 
All  attempts  to  enlighten  it  end  but  in  lofs  of 
time,  and  are  often  dangerous  to  thofe  who  are 
thus  active.  We  muft  be  fatisfied  with  being 
individually  wife,  if  fo  we  can  be,  and  abandon 
the  vulgar  to  error,  endeavouring  only  to  pre- 
vent thofe  crimes  which  are  deftructive  of  the 
order  of  fociety.  It  was  well  faid,  by  Fonte- 
nelle,  that,  if  he  had  his  hand  full  of  truths,  he 
would  not  open  it,  to  fcatter  them  among  the 
public ;  for  the  public  was  not  worth  the  trou- 
ble. I  think  nearly  the  fame ;  ftill  wifhing  well 
to  the  philosopher  Diagoras,  and  praying  God 
to  take,  him^nto  his  holy  keeping. 


LET- 
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LETTER       L, 

From  M.  D^lembert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  January  29,  1770. 

1H  E  letter  your  majefty  did  me  the  ho- 
nour to  write,  dated  the  4th  inftant,  and  the 
memoir  that  came  with  it,  did  not  arrive  till  the 
27th  of  the  prefent  month.  I  know  not  how 
this  packet  happened  to  be  fo  long  on  the  road, 
.and  I  only  take  the  liberty  to  explain  myfelf 
thus,  that  your  majefty  may  not  fufpecT:  me  of 
negligence.  I  have  not  loft  a  moment,  but  im- 
mediately read  your  excellent  memoir.  I  can 
with  truth  allure  your  majefty  that  I  am  entirely 
of  your  opinion,  with  refpect  to  the  principles 
which  fliould  ferve  as  the  bafis  of  morality.  If 
your  majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  caft  your  eye 
over  my  elements  of  philofophy,  in  the  4th 
volume  of  my  .mifcellanies,  pages  72  and  92, 
you  will  there  perceive  that  J  indicate  the  inti- 
mate connection  between  our  true  interefl-  and  the 
fulfilling  of  our  duty,  as  the  fource  of  morality 
and  happinefs  :  and  that  I  regard  enlightened 
Jelf-love  as  the  principle  of  all  moral  Jacrifce  (or 
abftinence).  I  own,  fire,  that  I  did  little  more 
than  point  out  thefe  truths,  which  your  majefty 
has  fo  well  explained  in  your  work,  with  philo- 
fophy the  moil  eloquent,  and  the  moft  wholfome. 
L  4  One 
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One  fole  point  has  continually  embarraffed 
me,  in  my  efforts  to-render  this  moral  principle 
abfolutely,   and   without  reftridion,    univerfal. 
This  is  to  know  whether  thofe  who  referve  no- 
thing, who  give  all  to  fociety  and  to  whom  fo- 
ciety  refufes  all,  who  fcarcety  can  by  their  la- 
bour feed  a  numerous  family,  or  who  even  are 
unable  to  procure  food,  if  fuch  men  I  fay  can 
have  any  other  principle  of  morality  than  law  ; 
and  how  it  would  be  poffible  to  perfuade  them 
that  it  is  their  true  intereft  to  be  virtuous,  when 
it  fhall  happen  that  they  may  be  the  contrary 
with  impunity.     Could  I  but  have  found  a  fatis- 
fadory  folution  of  this  problem,  I  mould  long 
fince  have  publimed  my  moral  catechifm. 

I  wifh  I  were  able  to  anfwer  your  majefty 
more  at  length ;  but,  for  thefe  three  weeks,  I 
have  frequently  been  troubled  by  a '  vertigo, 
which  occafions  fuch  a  debility  of  mind  as  to 
interdid  all  application,  and  fcarcely  to  permit 
me  to  hold  a  pen.  Your  majefty  makes  excel- 
lent memoirs,  and  your  auguft  family  charming 
children.  For  my  part  I  can  neither  make  the 
one  nor  the  other,  thanks  to  the  ruinous  ftate  of 
my  poor  machine.  But  there  is  one  of  my  fa- 
culties, fire,  which  will  never  grow  more  feeble; 
and  this  is  the  lively  gratitude,  &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER      LI. 

. 
From  the  King. 

February  17,  1770, 

J/ HE   approbation  you    beftow   on  my  • 
memoir  incites  the  greater  pleafure  in  me,  be- 
caufe  your  fuffrage  is  of  more  weight  than  the 
applaufe  of  ten  thoufand  of  the  ignorant.     To 
anfwer  the  objection  you  have  ftarted,  relative  to 
thofe  who  bend  under  the  extreme  of  wretched- 
nefs,  it  muft  firft  be  allowed  that  the  laws,  and 
the  charity  of  the  well-difpofed,  come  to  the 
fuccour  of  the  unfortunate ;  and  that,  public 
calamities  excepted,  there  is  no  example  of  any 
family,  not  even  of  a  fmgle  man,  who  has  abfo- 
lutely  died  of  hunger.     Thofe  men  who  have 
been  mod  ill-treated,  by  fortune,  are  fuch  as 
depend  entirely  on  their  labour.     When  fick- 
nefs  comes,  they  are  reduced  to  want,  becaufe 
their  revenue   ceafes  with  their  work.     After 
recovering,  they  find  themfelves  in  debt,  and 
too  weak  to  apply  themfelves  to  their  daily  occu- 
pations.    This  is  no  doubt  a  fevere  trial,  efpe- 
cially  when  burthened  by  a  family ;  but,  inftead 
of  robbing  or  murdering  on  the  high  road, 
which  adtions  lead  to  the  gallows  or  the  rack, 
would  they  not  do  better  to  have  recourfe  to  the 

companion 
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companion  of  the  virtuous,  that  they  might  with 
propriety  find  relief,  inftead  of  plunging  them- 
felves  into  wretchednefs  a  hundred  times  more 
dreadful  ?  The  principles  I  propofe,  by  which 
vice  (hould  be  fupprefied,.  are  felf-prefervation, 
which  fhould  lead  men  to  avoid  actions'  by 
which  the  lofs  of  life  may  be  incurred ;  an  at- 
tention to  reputation,  which  mould  prevent 
them  from  blindly  yielding  to  any  difgraceful 
paffion;  and  the  love  of  honourable  fame,  that 
powerful  tnotive,  which  induces  all  thofe  who 
are  thus  actuated  to  abhor  whatever  may  injure 
*heir  renown,  and  impels  them  to  the  practice. 
of  the  fublimeft  virtue.  If  we  do  but  properly 
apply  this  panacea  to  the  various  difeafes  o£ 
the  mind,  we  certainly  (hall  perform  aftonifliing 
cures. 

You  will  perceive,  in  all  this  reafoning,  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  I  addrefs  myfelf  to  a 
nation  under  the  dominion  of  the  laws ;  for  it 
is  very  certain,  without  the  repreffive  principle 
of  punifhment,  the  force  of  reafoning  would  be 
infuffident,  fmgly  to  impede  the  ferocious  fallies 
of  diforderly  felf-love. 

I  (hall  add  nothing  more  at  prefent,  as  well 
to  fpare  your  health  as  for  want  of  matter,  pray- 
ing God,  &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER      Ui?°^ 

From  M.  D'Alembert.    bltMJ 

SIRE,  Paris,  March  9,  1770, 

I  A  M  gratefully  penetrated  by  the  good- 
nefs  with  which  your  majefty  deigns  to  interrupt 
your  important  affairs,  a  moment  to  employ 
yourfelf  with  the  metaphyfical  reveries  of  a  poor 
valetudinarian.      The  anfwer  you   have  been 
pleafed  to  give,  to  the  moral  impediment  which 
I  took  the  liberty  to  (late,  when  fpeaking  of  your 
excellent  memoir,  has  certainly  all  the  folidity 
of  which  the  fubjecl:  is  capable.     I  allow  that 
the  fear  of  the  laws  and  death,  on  the  one  part, 
and  on  the  other  the  hope  of  relief  from  the 
virtuous,  may  be  a  curb  capable  of  retaining 
thofe  who  live  in  indigence.     But  I  fuppofe, 
which  is  poffible,  that  the  indigent  perfon  mould 
firft  be  deprived  of  all  hope  of  fuccour ;  and 
again  that  he  fliould    be  well  allured  of  his 
power    to  conceal  the  theft  he  may  commit, 
on  the  fuperfluities  of  the  rich,  to  provide  for 
his  own  fubfiftence ;  and  I  aik  what  he  ought 
to  do  in  this  cafe;  and  whether  he  would  be 
able,  or  whether  he  ought,  to  fuifer  himfelf  and 
his  family  to  perifh  with  hunger?     The  fame 
does  not  occur,  with  one  who  has  pof- 

feffions 
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feffions  of  any  kind :  he  ought  not  to  flcal,  even 
fecreriy,  becaufe  it  is  his  intcreft  that  his  pro- 
perty fliould  not  be  ftolen. 

I  entreat  your  majefty 's  permiflion  to  make  a 
few  reflections  on  another  queft ion, which  I  have 
before  had  the  honour  to  mention,  .and  which 
procured  me  fo  excellent  and  fo  philofophic 
a  letter :  that  is  to  fay — Whether >  on  religious 
Jubjetts  or  on  any  other,  it  be  proper  to  deceive  the 
people  ? 

I  agree  with  your  majefty  that  fuperftition  is 
the  food  of  the  multitude ;  but  I  think  the  mul- 
titude would  not  fwallow  this  food,  except  when 
it  can  procure  no  better.  Superftition,  incul- 
cated and  taking  root  during  youth,  will  no 
^doubt  cede  to  reafon,  when  reafon  prefents  itfelf. 
Reafon  may  come  too  late,  when  the  place  is 
taken  :  ftill,  let  the  ignorant  multitude,  even  for 
the  firft  time,  contemplate  reafon  and  good  fenfe 
on  one  fide,  and  abfurdity  on  the  other,  does 
your  majefty  imagine  reafon  would  not  have  the 
preference  ?  Nay,  I  will  fay  more  :  reafon,  even 
though  it  conie  too  late,  need  but  perfevere 
to  triumph.  I  do  not  think,  like  Fontenelle, 
we  mould  keep  the  hand  clofed,  when  we  are 
certain  it  contains  truth  :  we  ought  only  to  open 
it  with  precaution,  one  finger  after  the  other; 
and,  when  the  hand  (hall  be  wholly  open,  truth 

will 
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\vill  be  wholly  known.  The  philofophers  who 
open  it  too  fuddenly  are  madmen,  and  their  only 
recompenfe  is  the  lofs  of  their  hand  ;  but  thofe 
who  keep  it  abfoiutely  (hut  do  not  perform 
their  duty,  toward  mankind. 

Your  majefty's  occupations  will  not  longer 
permit  you  to  liften  to  my  declamation ;  and  the 
feeblenefs  of  my  own  head,  vacant  and  ftnpefied' 
as  it  continues  to  be,  would  prevent  me,  were  I 
bold  enough,  further  to  purfue  fuch  reflections. 
May  the  fates  long  preferve  that  underflanding 
which  your  majefty  received  from  nature,  and 
which  is  much  more  eflential  than  mine  to  the 
good  of  mankind,  and  of  philofophy  ! 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refped:,  &c. 


-  — — 
LETTER     L1II. 


From  the  King. 


April  3d,   1770. 

I  W I S  H  your  health  were  betterand  more 
vigorous,  that  you  might  lengthen  your  letters ; 
for  while  we  difpute  we  obtain  knowledge,  and 
you  might  afford  me  information.  Might  ridi- 
cule be  indulged,  I  mould  foon  overthrow  the  dif- 
ficulty which  you  have  ftarted,  byanfweringthatic 
5  ought 
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ought  not  to  have  been  ftarted  by  a  Frenchman, 
who  in  his  own  nation  beholds  the  great  thieves 
honoured,  and  the  fmall  hanged*  You  fee  all 
France  overrun  by  farmers-general,  receivers, 
treafurers,  &C;  whofe  trade  it  is  individually  to 
rob  your  king,  and  his  kingdom.  But  I  aban- 
don fuch  a  defence,  which  is  unworthy  the 
gravity  and  importance  of  the  fubjeft;  and, 
afluming  the  ferious  tone  and  phyfiognomy  of  a 
pedagogue,  I  (hall  anfwer  my  dear  D'Alembert 
that  the  thing  you  fuppofe  fcarcely  can  happen, 
becaufe  all  hearts  are  not  equally  hard ;  and 
there  are  compaffionate  people  in  all  locie- 
ties,  who  liften  to  the  cries  of  wretchednefs. 
Should  there  miraculously  chance  to  be  a  family 
deftitute  of  all  aid,  and  in  the  miferable  ftate  you 
have  defcribed,  I  mould  not  hefitate  to  declare 
that  theft,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  would  be  right,  i .  Be- 
caufe this  family  has  been"  refufed '  all  'fuccour, 
inftead  of  receiving  any,  .',2.. Becaufe  for  a  man  to 
fuflfer  himfelf,  his  wife,  and  his  children,  toperifli 
is  a  greater  crime  than  to  rob  another,  of  what 
he  does  not  want.  3 .  Becaufe  the  intention  of  the 
theft  is  virtuous,  and  the  aft  originates  in  indif- 
penfable  neceffity.  I  am  even  well  perfuaded 
that  there  is  no  court  of  juftice  which  would  nor 
acquit  fach  a  theft  j  the  veracity  of  the  fact 
being,  firft  well  proved.  ;. The  bonds  of  fociety 
&  are 


CORRESPO    NDENCE. 

are  formed  by  reciprocal  fervice;  but,  if  any 
fqciety  be  compofed  of  perfons  deftitute  of  pity, 
the  bonds  then  are  broken,  and  the  members 
recur  to  the  (tare  of  pure  nature,  in  which  every 
thing  is  decided  by  fuperiority  of  ftrength. 

This  is  theanfvver  which  a  child  in  philofophy 
fends  to  the  great  Anaxagoras,  who  amufes 
himfelf  with  fuch  prattle. 

You  next  propofe,  in  a  few  words,  a  queftion 
to  which  I  cannot  reply,  except  according  to 
the' noble  Teutonic  cuftom,  by  a  volume  in 
folio.  Do  you  not  perceive,  my  clear  Anaxa- 
goras,  the  difcuffion  into  which  I  cannot  but 
enter,  if  I  would  perfectly  explain 'fuch  a  fub- 
je6t?  But,  in  order  to  fatisfy  you,  I  will  be. as 
concife  as  poffible. 

Were  this  the  .firft  day  of  the  world,  and  were 
you  to  afk — Is  it  proper  to  deceive  the  people?  \* 
fhould  anfwer  no ;  becaufe,  error  and  fuperfti- 
tion  being  unknown,  mould  not  be  propagated  j 
they  mould  rather  be  ftifled.  From  hiilorical 
retrofpect,  1  difcover  two  fpecies  of  importers  j 
the  one  to  whom  fuperftition  has  been  made  the 
ladder  of  fortune  ;  and  the  other  fuch  as  have, 
by  the  aid  of  fome  prejudices,  moulded  the 
minds  of  the  people  to  their  own  advantage. 
Among  the  firft  fpecies  of  impoflors  are  the 
Bonzes,  Zoroafter,  Numa,  Mahomet,  &c;  and^ 
i  thefe 


l6o  POSTHUMOUS     WORKS. 

thefe  I  totally  abandon  to  your  mercy.  The 
latter  are  politicians,  who  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  mankind  have  had  recourfe  to  the  mar- 
vellous, in  order  to  lead  and  render  men  docile. 
Among  thefe  I  enumerate  the  Augurs,  whofe 
aid  was  fo  often  ufeful  at  Rome,  to  prevent  or 
calm  popular  feditions,  which  the  enterprifing 
Tribunes  endeavoured  to  excite.  I  know  not 
how  to  condemn  S.cipio  Africanus  for  his  inter- 
courfe  with  the  nymph, '  by  which  he  acquired 
the  confidence  of  his  troops,  and  was  able  to 
execute  acts  fo  great.  I  do  not  blame  Marius 
for  his  old  woman ;  nor  Sertorius  for  being  fol- 
lowed by  a  hind.  All  thofe  who  have  to  manage 
a  multitude  of  men,  who  are  to  correfpond  to 
one  end,  will  fometimes  be  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  delulion  j  nor  do  I  think  them  to  be 
condemned,  if  they  impofe  on  the  public  for 
reafons  fuch  as  I  have  alleged. 

It  is  different  with  grofs  fuperftition,  which 
is  one  of  the  drugs  that  nature  has  difperfed  over 
the  univerfe,  and  which  even  partakes  of  the 
character  of  man.  I  am  perfuaded  that,  were  a 
colony  of  incredulous  perfons  eftablimed,  after 
a  certain  number  of  years  fuperftitions  would 
fpring  up.  The  marvellous  feems  made  for  the 
mob.  One  ridiculous  religion  is  abolifhed,  and 
another  more  ridiculous  introduced.  There 

are 
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afe  revolutions^  in  the  opinions  of  men,  but 
ftill  bigotry  fucceeds  to  bigotry.  f  I  think  it 
very  "good  and  ufeful  to  enlighten  mankind. 
To  combat  fanaticifm  is  to  difarm  the  moft 
cruel,  the  moft  fanguihary  of  monfters.  To 
exclaim  againft  monkifh  abufes,  and  againft 
vows,  which  contradict  the  intentions  of  na- 
ture and  prevent  population,  is  certainly  to 
ferve  mankind  :  but  1  think  it  would  be  im- 
politic, and  even  dangerous,  to  fupprefs  thofe 
aliments  of  fuperftition  which  are  publicly 
diftributed  to  children,  and  whom  it  is  the 
will  of  their  fathers  thus  to  have  fed* 

The  reformation,  as  you  know,  effected  great 
changes.  But  how  many  wars,  how  much  blind 
carnage  and  devaftation  have  be£n  the  confe- 
quence  of  daring  to  reject  fome  articles  of  faith ! 
What  would  be  the  fury  of  mankind,  were  all 
thefe  articles  to  be  fuppreffed  ?  A  nation  with- 
out error,  prejudice,  fuperftition,  and  fanaticifm, 
'  would  no  doubt  be  a  very,  fine  fight ;  but  it  is 
faid,  in  the  centuries  of  Noftradamus,  that  no 
fuch  fhall  be  found,  till  one  be  firft  difcovered 
without  vice,  paffion,  and  crime. 

You  philofophers,  who  are  the  lights  of  this 
dark  world,  let  fome  flashes  of  reafon  efcape. 
And  what  is  the  confequence  ?  A  few  men  of 
letters  own  reafon  is  on  your  fide;  but  the 

VOL.  xi.  M  Bonzes 
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Bonzes  and  Lamas  exclaim,  and  an  infinite 
number  of  fools  hermetically  clofe  the  crevices 
of  their  caves,  to  .prevent  your  light  from  daz- 
zling them  and  the  inhabitants  of  their  dens,  and 
the  world  remains  blind. 

Philofophy,  encouraged  in  the  prefent  age, 
is  announced  with  more  fortitude  than  ever. 
Yet  what  progrefs  has  it  made?  You  will  an- 
fwer,  the  Jefuits  are  expelled.  Granted:  but, 
if  you  pleafe,  I  will  prove  that  vanity,  fecret 
revenge,  cabal,  and  intereft  have  accomplifhed 
the  deed.  In  return,  I  will  remind  you  of  the 
legal  murder  of  Galas ;  the  perfecution  of 
Sirven  ;  the  cruel  tranfaction  at  Amiens ;  the 
canonization  of  *  *  * ;  the  witches  that  are 
publicly  JDi^nt  at  Rome ;  the  ridiculous  quar- 
rels of  th#  Swifs,  on  the  fubjed  of  eternal  tor- 
ments ;  the  theological  fury  of  the  priefts  of 
Holland,  againft  thofe  profeflbrs  who  taught 
that  virtue  was  fufficient  for  mankind  ;  and  the 
fpecies  of  religious  war -which  at  prefent  rages  in 
Poland.  Ah!  my  dear  Anaxagoras,  man  is  an 
incorrigible  animal,  and  rather  fenfitive  than 
rational.  .  However,  I  have  drawn  up  a  cate- 
chifm  for  him,  which  I  fend  you. 

My  feet  are  as  ill  as  your  flomach.  I  have 
the  gout,  or  I  mould  have  anfwered  you  with 
more  order ;  for  my  head  is  affeded ;  and  you 

know 
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know  perhaps  that  we  had  a  phyfician  here, 
who  when  the  head  was  difeafed  prefcribed 
bleeding  in  the  great  toe.  I  therefore  find  it 
difficult  to  fay  whether  my  difeafe  exifts  in  the 
head  or  the  feet :  but,  be  it  where  it  will,  it 
will  not  prevent  me  from  refpecting  and  efteem- 
ing  you. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


LETTER      LIV. 

From  M.  Z)' 'Alember •/. 
SIRE,  Paris,  April  21,  1770. 

OF  all  the  letters  which  your  majefty  has 
done  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me,  I  never 
was  more  ftrongly  and  tenderly  affected,  than 
by  that  which  I  have  juft  received,  dated  the 
3d  of  the  prefent  month.  Its  arrival  was  necef- 
fary,  to  calm  the  violent  inquietude  I  had  for 
fome  days  felt,  concerning  your  majefty's  health, 
and  the  afflicting  rumours  which  were  current. 
My  fears  are  now  removed  ;  and,  though  your 
niajefty  is  not  freed  from  the  gout,  I  perceive 
at  lead  you  are  not  in  danger. 

./Y  treat ife  has  lately  appeared  on  the  gout,  by 
M  2  a  phy- 
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a  phyfician  of  Angers,  named  Paulmier,  which 
is  faid  to  be  excellent.  The  remedy  he  pro- 
pofes  is.  the  application  of  leeches.  I  know 
feveral  perfons  at  Paris  who,  fmce  the  book  has 
appeared,  have  yfed  this  remedy,  and  who  at 
lead  have  found  great  eafe.  M.  Mettra  will  im- 
mediately fend  it  to  your  majefly. 

I  am,  at  this  moment,  too  much  occupied  by 
the  health  of  your  majefty,  to  fpeak  of  my  own. 
My  head  continues  in  the  fame  ftate  :  the  very 
firft  moment  it  will  permit  me  fo  to  do,  I  will 
anfwer  your  majefty  circumftantially,  relative  to 
the  different  articles  of  the  excellent  and  philo- 
fophic  letter  I  have  juft  received,  and  alfo  to 
your  moral  catechifm.  I  entreat  your  majefly's 
permiffion  to  forget  every  thing,  at  the  prefent, 
except  your  perfonal  fafety,  fo  precious  not  only 
to  your  people,,  and  to  philofophy,  but  to  Eu- 
rope, and  mankind. 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound,  and  permit  me 
to  add,  the  moft  tender  refpecl,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER      £V. 
From  M,  D'Alembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  April  30,   1770. 

1  PROFIT,  not  by  a  lucid  interval,  for  it 
is  long  fmce  I  have  had  any,  but  by  a  moment 
in  which  the  clouds  are  fomewhat  difperfed  from 
my  brain,  to  do  myfelf  the  honour  of  circum- 
flantially  anfwering  the  philofophic  letter  which 
your  majefty  was  kind  enough  to  write,  in  re- 
ply to  the  queries  I  took  the  liberty  to  propofe. 
I  think  like  your  majefty,  on  the  firft  fubject  ; 
and  congratulate  myfelf  that  I  am  of  your  opinion: 
not  from  any  principle  of  adulation,  of  which 
I  am  incapable,  but  becaufe  the  reafons  alleged 
by  your  majefty,  in  fupport  of  your  anfwer,  ap- 
pear to  me  valid,  and  had  previoufly  occurred, 
to  my  mind.  I -am  of  your  majefty's  opinion 
that  theft  is  allowable  and  even  juft  in  a  cafe 
of  fuch  abfolute  neceffity  as  has  been  fuppofed. 
We  will  not  enquire  whether  this  abfolute  necef- 
fity be  merely  a  phantom,  as  your  majefty  feems 
to  imagine.  I  will  not  fay,  though  I  fufpect, 
it  is  not ;  for  I  have  often  feen  people  fo  un- 
fortunate, fo  deftitute  of  fuccour,  after  having 
vainly  knocked  at  a  thoufand  doors,  that  I 
M  3  know 
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know  not  which  they  ought  to  have  done,  to 
have  knocked  at  the  next,  or  to  have  procured 
fubfiflence  at  the  expence  of  the  wealthy,  if  fo 
they  could  have  done  with  fafety  to  themfelves. 

True  it  is,  fire,  that  fuch  do£trine,  no  matter 
how  rational,  would  not  be  proper  to  infert  in 
a  treatife,  or  moral  catechifm,  becaufe  of  the 
abufe  that  might  be  made  of  it,  by  indolence  or 
cupidity.  Such  an  inconvenience  impedes  the 
writing  of  a  complete  courfe  of  morals,  for  the 
ufe  of  all  orders  of  fociety.  I  know  not  even 
whether,  at  leaft  in  France,  the  laws  would  not 
condemn,  no  doubt  with  much  regret,  any  un- 
fortunate perfon  under  the  circumftances  fup- 
pofed.  They  would  be  obliged  to  commit  in- 
juftice,  left  other  men,  not  equally  wretched, 
fhould  abufe  the  precedent.  If  I  do  not  miftake, 
the  distribution  of  wealth  in  fociety  is  unequal, 
to  monftrous  excefs.  It  is  as  atrocious  as  abfurd 
to  fee  fome  wallowing  in  fuperfluity,  and  others 
in  want  of  food.  But,  in  great  monarchies  efpe- 
cially,  the  evil  cannot  be  remedied ;  and  vic- 
tims are  fometimes  neeeflarily  facrificed,  though 
innocent,  to  prevent  the  poor  members  of  fo- 
ciety arming  againft  the  rich,  as  they  might  be 
tempted,  and  perhaps  would  have  a  right  to  do. 

With  refpeft  to  the  fecond  queftion — Is  it 
proper  to  deceive  the  people?  I  do  not  hefitate  to 

think 
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think  like  your  majefty  that,  when  error  and  fu- 
perftition  have  no  exiftence  in  a  nation,  their 
birth  fliould  be  oppofed  by  all  poffible  means : 
and  I  farther  believe  with  you  that,  if  they  have 
obtained  power,  they  mud  not  be  violently  at- 
tacked ;  becaufe  impetuous  zeal  can  only  tend 
to  load  philofophy  with  ineffectual  guilt.  I  im- 
agine that,  inftead  of  force,  we  ought  to  employ 
art,  and  patience ;  ought  to  make  indirect  at- 
tacks on  error,  without  appearing  to  think  on 
the  fubject ;  and  to  eftablifh  the  oppofite  truths, 
on  folid  foundations ;  careful  not  to  make  an 
application  of  them,  to  perfons  or  things.  We 
muft  not  point  the  cannon  againft  the  heufe,  be- 
caufe the  inhabitants  who  defend  it  ikirmifh 
from  the  windows  with  their  fmall  arms ;  but 
rather  build  another  houfe,  by  its  fide,  more 
habitable  and  commodious.  People  will  infen- 
fibly  come  and  live  in  the  latter,  and  the  houfe 
that  ferved  as  a*  den  to  wild  beads  will  be  de- 
ferted. 

The  moral  catechifm,  which  your  majefty 
has  done  me  the  honour  to  fend  me,  appears  to 
me  very  proper  for  the  young  nobility,  for 
whofe  ufe  it  is  deftined.  The  moral  motives 
which  are  propofed,  to  render  them  virtuous, 
are  in  fadt  the  true,  and  the  moft  proper  to 
make  an  impreflion  principally  upon  that  clafs 
M  4  which, 
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which,  enjoying  the  chief  advantages  of  fociety, 
is  more  than  any  other  interefted  in  obferving 
the  laws,  both  written  and  traditional. 
I  am  with  the  moft  profound  refpeft,  &c. 


LETTER     LVI. 
From  the  King. 

May  17,   1770. 

I  AM  greatly  obliged  to  you,  for  the  con- 
cern you  take  in  my  health.  The  neceflary 
chain  of  caufes  would  have  it  that  the  acrid  hu- 
mours, collected  in  the  veflels,  mould  be  pro- 
dudtive  of  the  gout,  under  wliich  my  fufferings 
have  been  great.  But  I  yield  to  the  irrevocable 
decrees  of  nature.  1  had  recourfe  to  regimen, 
and  patience,  and  am  recovered. 

During  my  convalescence,  the  firft  book 
which  fell  into  my  hands  was  "  An  Eflay  on  Pre- 
judices." It  drew  me  from  that  inch  (late  to 
which  I  had  been  reduced,  by  my  loft  powers ; 
and  as,  on  many  fubje&s,  my  thoughts  are  in 
the  inverfe  ratio  of  the  felf- appointed  philofo- 
pher,  who  is  the  author  of  the  book',  I  employed 
all  the  energy  I  pofTefled  to  difcover  his  errors. 
J  felt  repulfive  emotions  to  the  fentiments  of  the 

.author, 
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author,  who  pretends  that  truth,  Jbeing  made 
for  man,  mould  at  all  times  be  fpoken.  When- 
ever the  author  has  fallen  foul  upon  kings,  ge- 
nerals, and  poets,  his  ideas  have  not  accorded 
with  mine ;  becaufe  I  have  the  honour  to  be-a 
tolerably  bad  poet  (or  public  poifoner)  becaufe 
I  have  had  the  honour  occafionally  to  fight,  in 
quality  of  a  general  (or  mercenary  executioner) 
and  becaufe  I  have  the  honour  to  be  a  kind  of 
king  (or  barbarous  tyrant). 

Thefe  confi  derations,  affimilated  to  my  man- 
ner of  thinking  and  according  to  the  idea  I  have 
formed  of  things,  have  determined  me  to  defend 
my  comrades,  and  to  prevent  fuch  abufe,  often 
repeated  by  fuch  authors,  from  obtaining,  by 
habit,  and  this  frequent  repetition  in  the  public 
.  ear,  the  fanftion  of  received  and  indubitable 
opinions.  My  author  tells  me  that  my  kingly 
comrades  are  a  kind  of  fools,  who  can  neither 
read  nor  write.  'I  have  read  like  a  Benedictine, 
and  have  fcribbled  as  much  paper  as  the  mod 
hungry  daily  news- writers;  it  is  therefore  for 
me  to  plead  their  caufe.  I  fend  my  brief  to 
Ai\axagoras,  who  (hall  be  our  judge;  and  even, 
fhould  he  think  proper,  he  may  prefent  the 
work  to  the  court,  allured  by'  this  means  of 
obtaining  th  firft  place  in  the  academy  of 
fciences. 

Pleafantry 
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Pleafantry  apart,  the  work  is  very  licentious, 
and  very  indecent.  It  may  be  faid  that  the  au- 
thor, like  a  mad  dog,  attacks  every  body,  and 
rufhes  upon  paflengers,  perfectly  fatisfied  if  he 
can  but  bite.  He  certainly  merits  fimilar  treat- 
ment. If  truth  be  made  for  man,  which  I  do 
not  grant,  truth  muft  be  fpoken  to  him,  on  all 
occafions.  I  conform  to  his  own  precepts,  and 
have  told  him  very  lincerely  what  I  think  of  his 
work.  He  will  find  in  me  an  obedient  difciple, 
who,  when  enlightened  by  his  truth,  makes  it  a 
duty  to  follow  his  example  :  and,  fince  truth  is 
always  ufeful  to  man,  I  flatter  myfelf  he  will 
approve  the  freedom  with  which  I  have  fpoken 
this  truth. 

But  what  is  the  end  which  this  faid  philofo- 
pher  propofes  by  his  work  ?  Is  it  to  change  the 
religion  of  Europe  ?  I  have  demonftrated  the 
thing  to  be  impoffible.  Is  it  to  reform  govern- 
ment ?  Ill  language  does  not  carry  conviction ; 
it  rather  tends  to  irritate.  Is  it  to  inflame  the 
imagination  of  the  hot-headed,  who  by  declaim- 
ing againft  government  gain  imprifonment  in  the 
Baftile  ?  This  would  be  the  purpofe  of  a  male- 
volent, a  perverfe,  a  vicious  being  j  and  fuch 
ought  not  to  be  the  character  of  the  author. 
Does  he  wifli  to  become  the  martyr  of  natural 
religion  ?  Such  would  be  the  attempt' of  a  mad- 
i  man; 
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man ;  for  he  who  has  no  hopes  beyond  the  grave 
ought  to  render  his  prefent  exiftence  as  happf 
as  poffible,  that  being  the  only  one  he  can  en- 
joy.    The  author's  want  of  art  is  peculiarly  ap- 
parent, in  his  calumnies  againfl  the  Chriftian 
religion.     To  impute  crimes  to  it  is  the  act  of 
a  novice.     The  gofpel  tells  us,  we  fhould  do 
unto  others  as  we  would  they  mould  do  unto 
us ;   and  this  precept  is  the  eflence  of  all  mo- 
rality.    It  is  therefore  ridiculous,  and  outrage- 
ous exaggeration,  to  affirm  that  this  religion  is 
only  productive  of  rafcals.     We  ought  not  to 
confound  the  law  and  the  abufe  of  the  law. 
The  law  may  be  good,  the  abufe  pernicious; 
and  an  author  who  difcovers  fo  much  animo- 
fity,  againft  thofe  whom  he  attacks,  difcredits 
himfelf,  and  lofes  the  confidence  of  the  reader. 
Such  are  the  thoughts  of  a  lover  of  folitary 
wifdom,  fecluded  in  his  fmall  vineyard,  in  which 
he  meditates,  like  others,  on  the  follies  of  men ; 
and  efpecially  on  the  ftrange  and  ridiculous  opi- 
nions, which  have  entered  their  imaginations. 
There  does  he  offer  up  his  prayers  to  Nature, 
that  the  necefiary  chain  of  caufes  may  long 
maintain  your  organifed  being  free  from  infir- 
mity, fuffering,  and  diffblution. 
On  which  I  pray,  &c, 

LET- 
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LETTER      LVH. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  June,  8,  1770. 

IN  the  ftate  of  weaknefs,  and  almofl  of  im- 
becility, to  which  it  has  pleafed  Nature  to  re- 
duce me,  it  is  at  leaft  fome  confolation  for  me 
to  learn  that  your  majefty  is  cured  of  your  dif- 
eafe,  and  that  you  are  kind  enough  to  take  part 
in  my  afflictions.  The  work  you  have  deigned 
to  fend  me  is  the  worthy  and  fortunate  produce 
of  your  convalefcence  :  but  I  am  unacquainted 
with  the  EfTay  on  Prejudices,  which  your  ma- 
jefty has  taken  the  trouble  to  refute.  I  know 
however  that  the  book  has  made  its  appearance 
at  Paris,  and  that  it  even  fells  there  at  a  high 
price.  But  it  is  fufficient  for  a  book  to  treat  on 
certain  fubjeds,  and  properly  or  improperly  to 
attack  certain  people,  to  make  it  fought  for 
with  avidity,  and  give  it  more  confequence  than 
it  merits;  becaufe  of  the  precautions  which  go- 
vernment takes,  to  prevent  the  circulation  of 
fuch  kind  of  works  :  precautions  that  often  con- 
fer an  honour  on  the  author  which  he  himfelf 
does  not  merit.  With  refpeft  to  myfelf,  I  have 
feen  fo  many  books  and  pamphlets  againft  what 
Voltaire  calls  *  *  *  that  I  have  long  forborne  to 

read 
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read  any  more ;  and  I  amTometimes  tempted  to 
fay,  of  the  title  of  philofopher,  as  Jack  Roaft- 
beef  does  of  that  of  Monfieur  (Efquire)  in  the 
comedy  of  Le  Francois  a  Londres  *,  "  I  wo'nt  be 
"  fo  cali'd;  there  are  too  many  rafcals  who  af- 
(<  fume  that  title." 

The  criticifm  which  your  majefty  has  written, 
on  the  Eflay  on  Prejudices,  gives  me  flill  lefs 
defire  to  read  this  than  other  rhapfodies  of  the 
fame  kind.  We  may  fay  of  all  our  fcribblers, 
againft  fuperftition  and  defpotifm,  what  the  Jefuit 
father  De  la  Rue  faid  of  his  fellow  Jefuit  JLe 
Tellier — "  He  drives  us  fo  fad  that  he  will  over- 
"  turn  us." — Philofophy  mould  not  amufe  itfelf 
with  abufing  the  clergy;  as  your  majefty  has 
obferved,  it  mould  endeavour  to  render  religion 
ufeful,  by  making  it  conducive  to  the  happinels 
of  the  people ;  and  it  mould  teach'  fovereigns 
their  true  interefts,  and  fubjefts  their  duty,  that 
it  might  render  authority  more  mild,  and  obe- 
dience more  exadt. 

It  is  great  folly  to  accufe  philofophers,  at  leafl 
thofe  who  merit  the  name,  of  preaching  the  doc- 
trine of  levellers.  Such  equality  is  an  impoffible 
chimera,  in  all  ftates  whatever.  The  true  equa- 
lity between  citizens  confifts  in  rendering  them 
all  equally  fubjeft  to  the  laws,  and  equally  pu- 

*  The  Frenchman  in  London,  by  De  Boifly.     T. 

nilhabk 
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nifhable  when  the  laws  are  infringed.  Such  is 
the  practice  in  all  well- governed  kingdoms,  in, 
which  the  fuperior  never  has  the  power  to  op- 
prefs  his  inferior  with  impunity.  But  unfortu- 
nately all  kingdoms  are  not  fo  governed.  Of 
this  the  author  perhaps  has  been  a  witnefs ;  and 
it  may  be  this  which  has  fo  violently  heated  his 
gall,  againft  thofe  who  govern.  I  have  been  a 
fpectator,  like  himfelf,  of  nearly  the  fame  things; 
but  I  have  beheld  them  with  more  phlegm,  and 
have  concluded  that  thofe  who  govern  and  thofe 
who  are  governed  are  often  equally  reprehenfi- 
ble ;  and  that  each  clafs  of  the  human  fpecies 
has  no  juft  reproaches  to  make  to  the  other. 

I  fay  for  example  that,  if  kings  have  often 
undertaken  unjuft  wars,  republics  as  your  ma- 
jefty  well  obferves  have  as  often  done  the  fame; 
and  in  particular  I  regard  the  Roman  republic, 
which  is  fo  much  celebrated,  as  one  of  the 
greateft  fcourges  that  have  ever  afflicted  hu- 
manity. To  this  reflection  I  mall  add  nothing, 
except  that  I  have  admired  the  moderation  with 
which  your  majefty  has  expreffed  yourfelf,  con- 
cerning the  war  of  1 756.  All  you  have  faid  on 
this  fubject,  on  that  of  the  neceffity  of  wars,  and 
on  that  of  taxation,  appears  to  me  full  of  good 
fenfe  and  reafon  :  but  there  is  a  want  of  a  fund 
of  equity,  for  the  application  of  thefe  principles; 

and 
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and  of  fuch  a  fund  as,  unfortunately,'  men  in 
power  do  not  always  poflefs. 

I  (hould  fay  more  on  the  fubjeft,  were  the 
limits  of  a  letter  fufficient  for  the  nice  details  of 
which  it  is  fufceptible  :  as  they  are  not,  I  fhall 
be  fatisfied  with  praying  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  en- 
lighten kings  and  nations ;  and  efpecially  long 
to  preferve  your  majefty,  for  the  example  of  the 
one  and  the  happinefs  of  the  other. 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refpecT,  &c, 


LETTER      LVIIL 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 

SIRE,  Pans,  July  6,"  1 770. 

1  VENTURE  to  hope  your  majefty  will 
pardon  the  liberty  I  take,  and  that  refpectful 
confidence  your  goodnefs  has  infpired,  which 
-encourages  me  to  requeft  a  new  favour. 

A  confiderable  fociety  of  philofophers  and 
men  of  letters,  of  whofe  number  I  am  one,  have 
determined,,  fire,  to  erect  a  flame  to  M.  de  Vol- 
taire ;  as  the  perfon  to  whom,  of  all  our  writers, 
philofophy  and  letters  are  moft  indebted. 

Philofophers  and  men  of  letters,  of  all  na- 
tions, 


1 7  POSTHUMOUS    WQRK5. 

tions,  and  particularly  of  the  French  nation^ 
have  long  regarded  you,  fire,  as  their  chief,  and 
their  model.  How  flattering,  therefore,  and 
how  honourable  will  it  be  to  us,  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  if  your  majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  per- 
mit your  auguft  and  refpeftable  name  to'ftand 
at  the  head  of  ours !  It  will  beftow  on  M.  de 
Voltaire,  whofe  works  you  value  fo  highly,  a 
moft  precious  and  public  mark  of  efteem,  by 
which  he  will  be  infinitely  affecled,  and  which 
will  render- the  remainder  of  his  life. dear  to  his 
recollection.  It  will  add  greatly  to  the  fame  of 
this  celebrated  author,  and  to  that  of  French 
literature,  the  gratitude  of  which  will  be  eternal. 
Permit  me,  fire,  to  add  that,  in  the  feeble 
ftate  to  which  my  labours  have  reduced  me, 
and  which  no  longer  permit  me  to  beftow  any 
thing  but  good  wifhes  on  letters,  the  new  mark 
of  diftinction  which  I  have  dared  to  aik,  in  their 
favour,  will  to  me  be  the  fweeteft  confolation. 
It  will,  if  poffible,  increafe  the  admiration  I  feel 
for  your  perfon,  the  profound  fentiment  which 
I  (hall  during  life  preferve  of  your  bounty,  and 
the  tender  veneration  with  which  I  (hall,  to  my 
laft  figh,  remain,  &c. 


LET- 


CORRESPONDENCE.  177 

.      LETTER      LIX. 

/ 

From  the  King. 

'Ufa  Yfl  «t  ' 

July  7,   1770. 

I  AM  very  ferry. to  hear  you  are  (till  in 
fo  languid  a  ftate.  The  furnmer  feafon  is  gene- 
rally a  reiterative  to  bodies,  and  imparts  thofe 
powers  which  they  had  been  deprived  of,  by 
the  difeafes  of  winter*  I  hoped  the  fame  bene- 
fit would  have  accrued  to  you  in  the  fpring ; 
and  I  imagine  that  the  bad  weather  which  has 
happened  this  year,  at  that  feafon,  is  the  caufe 
that  you  are  not  better.  1  think  that  fome  mi- 
neral waters,  or  baths,  may  entirely  reftore  you  ; 
.but  of  this  the  faculty  muft  decide. 

Scarcely  had  I  fent  you  my  remarks,  on  that 
Eflay  on  Prejudices,  before  another. book  fell 
into  my  hands ;  and,  as  I  was  in  the  train  of 
examining  philofophical  works,  and  of  writing, 
I  committed  my  obfervations  to  paper,  and  fend 
them  to  you.  The  book  I  mean  is  the  Syfteme 
de  la  Nature ;  and  my  endeavour  has  been  to 
refute  the  moft  palpable  contradictions,  and  the 
falfe  reafonings,  which  appear  to  me  moft  ftrik- 
ing.  Many  things  remain  to  be  faid  on  the 
fubjed;  and  there  are  various  details  into  which 

VOL.  xi.  N  I  have 
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I  have  not  time  to  enter.  I  have  chiefly  con- 
fined myfelf  to  the  four  principal  points,  on 
which  the  author  treats. 

As  to  the  firft,  in  which  he  pretends  that 
blind  unintelligent  nature,  by  the  aid  of  motion, 
is  all-productive,  I  believe  it  will  be  impoffible 
for  him  to  maintain  any  fuch  opinion,  in  con- 
tradiction to  the  objections  I  have  made.  With 
refpect  to  the  fecond,  which  relates  to  the  doc- 
trine of  neceffity,  further  anfwers  might  be 
given  ;  for,  in  my  opinion,  of  all  metaphyfical 
queftions,  that  is  the  moft  difficult  to  refolve. 
I  propofe  to  temporife,  which  is  an  idea  that 
has  feduced  me,  and  which  perhaps  may  be 
very  true.  I  take  the  mid-way  between  free- 
dom and  necefTity.  I  fet  great  limits  to  the 
freedom  of  man,  but  ftill  I  leave  him  that  part 
which  the  common  experience  of  human  actions 
would  not  allow  me  to  refufe.  The  two  remain- 
ing queftions  relate  to  religion  and  government. 

There  are  befide  an  infinite  number  of  paf- 
fages  in  the  work,  concerning  which  the  author 
is  liable  to  attack.  He  affirms,  dogmatically 
enough,  that  the  fum  total  of  good  is  greater 
than  the  fum  total  of  evil.  My  opinion  and.his 
on  this  fubject  differ;  and  it  would 'be  impoffi- 
ble for  him  to  prove  his  propofition,  were  it  dif- 
puted  with  fome  warmth.  In  fine,  collecting 

my 
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my  remarks,  I  fuppofed  myfelf  a  doctor  of  the 
Sorbonne,  a  pillar  of  the  church  ;  St.  Auguftin ; 
but,  after  reading  what  I  had  thrown  upon  paper, 
I  found  myfelf  exceedingly  heterodox,  and  dif- 
covered  my  proportions  to  be  offenlive,  here- 
tical, and  worthy  the  thunder  of  the  Vatican. 
My  confolation  however  is  that,  if  I  am  liable 
to  be  well  cooked  in  the  other  world,  my  adver- 
fary  (hall  at  lead  be  doubly  parboiled,  fried,  and 
roafted. 

I  cannot  .comprehend  how  authors  can  be 
found  thoughtlefs  enough  to  publilh  fuch  works, 
which  expofe  them  to  real  misfortunes.  Should 
the  writer  of  the  Syftem  of  Nature,  by  any  ac- 
cident, be  difcovered  in  France,  the  lead  that 
could  happen  to  him  would  be  tq  pafs  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  in  the  Baftile ;  and  that  for 
having  enjoyed  the  pleafure  of  fpeaking  all  he 
thought.  We  ought  to  be  fatisfied  with  think- 
ing for  ourfelves,  and  (hould  give  a  free  courfe 
to  vulgar  opinions.  I  cannot  imagine  what  can 
have  raifed  the  indignation  of  the  author  againft 
the  government  of  France.  Many  things  may 
pafs  in  that  kingdom,  of  which,  becaufeofthe 
diftance  at  which  I  live,  I  may  be  uninformed. 
I  am  perfuaded  a6ls  of  violence  and  injuftice  are 
.  committed,  which  ought  to  fall  under  the  chaf- 
tilement  of  government ;  but  let  it  be  well  re- 
N  2  membered 
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membered  that,  when  four  or  fix  thoufand,  or 
in  fine,  when  a  multitude  of  men  have  agreed 
to  deceive  one  man,  fuch  things  infallibly  hap- 
pen. They  happen  in  all  countries,  and  all 
"ages,  and  will  always  do  the  fame ;  unlefs  the 
human  Species  fhould  be  melted  down,  by  fome 
"able  chemift,  and  philofophers  (hould  intermin- 
gle fome  other  fubftance  in  the  compofition. 

We  fhould  be  firft  certain  that  the  man  is 
guilty,  and  accufation  mould  then  follow ;  but 
the  accufer  is  often  too  precipitate.  It  is  good 
that  men  mould  have  fome  archetype,  fome  mo- 
del of  perfection,  in  view  ;  becaufe  they  depart 
from  fuch  model  but  too  much,  and  the  idea  is 
even  effaced  from  the  mind.  'Still  however  they 
will  never  arrive  at  perfection ;  for,  unfortu- 
nately, it  is  incompatible  with  our  nature.  T'o 
this  afiertion  I  continually  recur,  my  "dear 
D'Alembert;  and  thence  conclude  that  thofe 
who  imcerely  labour  for  the  good  of  fociety  act 
like  your  defunct  abbe  de  St.  Pierre,  and  dream 
like  honed  men.  This  opinion  does  not  pre- 
vent me  from  labouring,  in  that  fmall  fphere  in 
which  chance  has  placed  me,  to  render  thofe 
who  inhabit  it^  happy,  and  the  experience  of 
affairs  which  daily  pafs  through  my  hands  in- 
forms me  what  are  the  difficulties.  Believe  me, 
my  friend,  the  man  who  could  teach  you  to 

digeft 
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digeft  well  would  be  more  ufeful  to  the  world 
than  the  philofopher,  who  fhould  banifh  all  pre- 
judices. I  wim  you  fuch  a  phyfician,.  mofl  fm- 
cerely;  for  no  perfon  is  more  interefted  in  your 
prefervation,  nor  efteems  you  more  than  he 
who — 

Frays  God  to  take  you  into  his  holy  keeping, 

/ 


BETTER      LX. 

From  the  King. 

July  28,   1770, 

1  HE  fined  monument  to  Voltaire  is  that 
which  Voltaire  has  erected  to  himfelf;  his 
works ;  which  will  fubfift  longer  than  the  b^fi- 
lick  of  St.  Peter,  the  Louvre,  and  all  the  build? 
ings  which  human  vanity  has  dedicated  to  eter- 
nity. When  French  mall  no  longer  bp  fpoken, 
Voltaire  (hall  be  tranflated  into  the  language  that 
(hall  fucceed  the  French. 

Full  however  of  the  pleafure  which  his.  vari- 
ous productions  have  afforded  me,  each  fo  per- 
fect in  its  kind,  I  cannot,  without  being  ungrate- 
ful, refufe  agreeing  to  the  propofal  you  make 
me,  and  contributing  to  the  monument  which 
N  3  public 
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public  gratitude  fball  ered.  You  have  but'  to 
inform  me  of  what  is  required  of  me  :  I  (hall 
refufe  nothing  in  behalf  of  this  flatue,  which 
will  do  more  honour  to  the  men  of  letters,  who 
ered  it,  than  it  will  to  Voltaire.  It  will  be  faid 
that,  in  this  eighteenth  century,  during  which 
fo  many  men  of  letters  difhonoured  each  other 
by  their  quarrels,  others  were  found  fufficiently 
nobk  and  generous  to  render  juftice  to  a  man,  en- 
dowed withtalents  and  genius  fuperior  to  all  ages; 
it  will  be  added  we  deferved  to  poflefs  Voltaire, 
and  the  mod  diftant  pofterity  will  envy  us  this  ad- 
vantage. To  diflinguilh  celebrated  men,  to  ren- 
der juftice  to  merit,  and  to  encourage  talents 
and  virtue,  are  the  fole  rewards  that  can  be  be- 
llowed on  genius ;  rewards  due  to  all  that  cul- 
tivate letters  with  fuperior  fuccefs.  The  plea- 
fures  of  the  mind  are  more  durable  than  thofe 
of  the  body,  and  literature  foftens  the  mod 
ferocious  manners,  imparts  a  charm  to  the  life 
of  man,  and  renders  exiftence  fupportable  and 
death  lefs  terrible. 

Continue  therefore  to  proted  and  to  celebrate 
thofe  who  apply  themfelves  to  letters ;  and  who 
in  France  have  the  good  fortune  to  fucceed. 
This,  gentlemen,  will  be  the  greateft  honour 
you  can  do  your  nation  j  and  will  obtain  pardon, 
jn  future  ages,  for  fome  Gaul-like  and  favage 

ads, 
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acts,  which  might  otherwife  be  remembered,  to 
the  difadvantage  of  your  country.  . 

Adieu,  my  dear  D'Alembert :  continue  in 
good  health,  till  a  flatue  (hall,  in  turn,  be 
erected  to  your  memory. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


LETTER     LXI. 

From  M.  D'dlembert. 
5  I  R  E,  Paris,  Auguft  2,  1770. 

THOUGH  the  feeble  ftate  of  my  mind 
continue  the  fame,  and  will  not  differ  me  to 
examine  thofe  abftract  queftions  into  which  your 
majefty  enters,  with  fuch  facility  and  depth,  I 
flill  cannot  longer  defer  returning  my  moft 
humble  thanks,  for  the  eflay  you  have  done  me 
the  honour  to  fend  me,  on  the  Syfleme  de  la 
Nature ;  nor  to  communicate  thofe  obfervations 
to  which  that  excellent  work  gave  birth,  in  my 
mind  :  obfervations  which  I  fubmit  to  the 
.  judgment  of  your  majefty,  and  which  will 
much  rather  tend  to  confirm  than  combat  your 
majefty's  opinions. 

Nothing  can  be  more  Cage,  in  my  apprehen- 
N  4  fion, 
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lion,  nothing  more  true,  than  the  reflections 
with  which  your  majefty  begins,  relative  to  the 
incertitude  of  metaphyiical  knowledge.  The 
motto  of  Montaigne — What  know  I? — feems  ta 
be  the  anfwer  which  mould  be  made  to  every 
queftion  of  this  kind ;  and  in  particular  with 
refpeft  to  the  exiftence  of  the  Supreme  Intelli- 
gence. I  think  that  thofe  who  deny  fuch  exift- 
ence affirm  much'  more  than  they  are  able  to 
prove ;  and  that  no  rational  opinions  can  be 
entertained  on  the  fubjeft,  thofe  of  fcepticifm 
excepted. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  no  doubt,  that  in  th$ 
nnjverfe,  and  in  particular  in  the  formation  of 
animals  and  plants,  there  is  a  combination  of. 
parts,  which  feems  to  declare  an  Intelligent 
Combiner.  They  prove  his  exiftence,  like  as 
a  watch  proves  the  exiftence  of  a  watchmaker. 
This  appears  to  be  inconteftable.  But  what  an- 
fwer mail  be  given,  when  we  would  proceed, 
and  enquire  what  this  Intelligence  is ;  when  we 
aik  has  it  created,  or  does  it  only  model,  mat- 
ter? Is  creation  poffible?  And,  if  it  be  not,  is 
matter  therefore  eternal?  If  matter  be  eternal, 
and  has  only  need  of  mind  for  the  modelling  of 
it,  is  that  mind  a  part  of,  or  is  it  diftinclt  from, 
matter?  How  can  we  conceive  an  immaterial 
being,  ading  upon  matter  ?  Add  to  which,  if 

this 
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this  Intelligence  be  infinitely  wife  and  infinitely 
powerful,  how  does  this  unfortunate  world, 
which  is  his  work,  happen  to  be  fo  full  of  phy- 
fical  imperfections,  and  moral  horrors  ?  Why 
are  not  men  juft  and  happy  ? 

Your  majefty  replies  that  the  eternity  of  the 
world  is  a  folution  of  the  difficulty ;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  a  folution  no  doubt  it  is  :  but  in  this 
fenfe,  and  this  only,  that,  the  world  being  eter- 
nal and  confequently  a  thing  of  neceffity,  what- 
ever is  cannot  be  otherwife.  And  thus  we 
plunge  into  the  fyftem  of  abfolute  neceffity, 
which  but  ill  agrees  with  the  idea  of  an  omni- 
fcient  and  omnipotent  God.  When  all  thefe 
queftions,  fire,  are  aiked,  I  cannot  but  think 
we  mould  a  hundred  times  repeat — "  What 
know  I?"  But  we  ought  at  the  fame  time  tq 
confole  ourfelves,  for  ignorance,  by  recollecting 
that,  fince  we  are  unable  to  know  more,  it  is  a 
proof  that  no  more  knowledge  is  neceffary 
for  us. 

Nothing,  fire,  can  be  more  juft,  or  more 
philofophic,  than  the  definition  your  majefty  has 
given  of  freedom  :  and  it  feems  to  me  that,  if 
men  would  be  at  the  trouble  of  underftanding 
each  other,  they  would  avoid  many  difputes,  on 
this  fubject.  Man  is  free,  thus.  In  actions 
\yhich  are  not  mechanical,  he  determines  for 

himfelf, 
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himfelf,  without  conftraint :  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, although  he  determine  voluntarily  and  by 
choice,  there  is  always  fomething  which  induces 
him  to  determine,  and  which  makes  the  ba- 
lance incline  to  the  fide  he  takes. 

I  farther  agree  with  your  majefty  that  the 
philofopher  who  believes  in  neceffity,  and  makes 
that  doctrine  the  bails  of  his  work,  ought  to  re- 
gard criminal  perfons  as  unfortunate,  and  more 
worthy  of  companion  than  hatred.  But  I  do  not 
think  that,  in  a  fyftem  in  which  men  are  ma- 
chines, fubjefted  to  the  laws  of  fate,  chaftifcment 
on  one  part  and  the  ftudy  of  morality  on  the 
other  are  ufelefs  to  fuch  a  fociety :  for,  even  in 
the  man-machine,  fear  and  intereft  are  the  two 
great  regulators,  the  two  principal  wheels  which 
contribute  to  the  action  of  the  machine;  and, 
of  thefe  two  regulators,  the  firft  is  put  in  motion 
by  the  punifhment  inflicted  on  the  guilty,  and 
which  ferves  to  curb  thofe  who  are  likewife  in- 
clined to  guilt ;  and  the  fecond  by  morality, 
well  underftood,  the  ftudy  of  which  convinces 
us  that  our  firft  intereft  is  to  be  virtuous  and 
juft;  as  your  majefty  has  fo  well  proved,  in 
your  excellent  traft  on  this  fubject. 

I  mail  readily  agree  with  your  majefty  con- 
cerning the  chriftian  religion,  the  morality  of 
which  is  no  doubr  excellent,  and  to  which  it 

fliould 
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{hould  have  been  confined  ;  but  its  dogmas, 
and  intolerant  principles,  have  been  exceed- 
ingly injurious  to  the  morality  with  which  they 
are  amalgamated.  I  repeat,  its  intolerant  prin- 
ciples; becaufe  it  appears  to  me  an  inevitable 
confequence  of  a  religion  which  pretends  to  be 
exclufive,  .like  the  chriftian  religion,  and  to 
teach  the  fole  manner  in  which  the  Deity  can 
be  worshipped,  that  it  mould  eftablifh  itfelf  by- 
all  poflible  means;  even  by  employing  vio- 
lence, when  force  and  violence  are  in  its 
power.  This  is  the  reafon  that  the  chriftian 
religion  has  (lied  fuch  rivers  'of  blood  ;  nor  can 
I  avoid  regarding  it,  in  this  refpeft,  as  one  of 
the  greater!  plagues  that  ever  afflicted  huma- 
nity. 

I  fhall  only  fpeak  a  word  on  government, 
fire.  I  think  that  the  form  of  government  is  a 
thing  indifferent,  provided  the  government  itfelf 
be  juft ;  that  citizens  of  all  ranks  equally  claim 
its  protection ;  that  they  equally  fubmit  to  its 
laws ;  are  equally  punimcd,  when  thofe  are  vio- 
lated ;  and  that  punifnment  be  not  referred  for 
petty  guilt,  and  honours  for  the  great. 

What  relates  to  Louis  XIV.  would  give  birth 
to  much  difcuffion,  were  we  to  enquire  whe- 
ther he  did  good  or  harm  to  his  kingdom ;  and 
whether  likewife  he  were  not  the  fcourge  of 
5  Europe, 
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Europe,  .by  fetting  an  example  to  other  princes 
of  thofe  numerous  armies  which  the  moil  fage 
are  at  prefent  obliged  to  maintain,  the  indivi- 
duals of  which  would  certainly  more  willingly 
employ  themfelves  in  trade  and  agriculture, 
were  they  not  under  the  wretched  neceffity  of 
remaining  in  their  prefent  ftate. 

I  am  well  perfuaded  your  majefty  will  be  of 
my  opinion,  and  am,  &c. 


LETTER     LXIL 
From  M.  D'dlembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  Auguft  12,  'i  770, 

I  DID  not  lofe  a  moment  to  inform  M. 
de  Voltaire  of  the  fignal  honour  your  majefty  is 
pleafed  to  confer  on  him  ;  and,  in  his  perfon, 
on  the  literature  and  the  nation  of  France.  I 
have  no  doubt  he  will  himfelf  teftify,  to  your 
majefty,  the  warmth  and  duration  of  his  grati- 
tude. But  where  lhall  I  find  words  to  exprefs 
mine?  What  language  will  convey  my  feelings, 
at  reading  the  great,  the  noble  eulogium,  which 
your  majefty  has  beftowed  on  philofophy,  and 
phijofophers  ?  I  took  the  liberty,  and  I  dare 
7  hope 
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hope  your  majefty  will  not  be  angry  with  me^ 
to  impart  the  contents  of  your  letter,  to  all 
'thofe  who  were  worthy  of  being  auditors :  no'r 
can  I  poffibly  repeat  to  your  majefty  how  much 
they  admired,  and  how  refpeclfully  they  revered, 
the  union  of  fo  much  juftice,  goodnefs,  and 
glory  !  You,  fire,  are  the  chief  and  tlje  model, 
of  all  who  think  and  write.  Yotf^ate  at  prefent 
(I  will  employ  your  majefty's  own  words)  their 
avenging  and  their  rewarding  deity.  For  the 
recompenfe  beftowed  on  genius  is  the  punifh- 
ment  of  thofe  by  whom  genius  is  perfecuted. 
Would  that  .your  majefty's  letter  were  to  be  ert- 
•  graved  on  the  pedeftal  of  the  ftatue !  It  would 
be  more  flattering  to  M.  de  Voltaire,  and  to 
literature,  than  the  ftatue  'itfelf. 

As  to  myfelf,  to  whom,  fire,  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  fpeak  alfo  of  a  ftatue,  I  have  not  the 
impertinent  vanity  to  imagine  I  merit  any  fuch 
monument.  I  only  requeft  a  flone  may  be.  laid 

over   my    grave,    with  thefe   words THE 

GREAT   FREDERIC   BESTOWED  ON   HIM  HIS 

''-l_'' 

FAVOURS,    AND  HIS  BENEFITS. 

Your  majefty  afks  what  we  defire  of  yon  for 

this  monument. — A  crown  piece,  fire^  and  your 

-name. — The    latter    your    majefty   has    been 

pleafed  to  grant,  in   a  wordiy   and   generous 

manner.  Marlhal  de  Richelieu  has  given  twenty 

guineas. 
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guineas.  We  are  in  no  want  of  fubfcriptions, 
but  without  yours  they  will  be  ineffectual; 
and,  whatever  it  {hall  pleafe  your  majefty  to 
give,  we  (hall  with  gratitude  receive. 

Permit  me  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thank- 
ing your  majefty,  for  the  favour  you  have  granted 
M.  Cochius,  by  appointing  him  a  member  of  the 
academy,  and  allowing  him  a  penfion.  His 
refpect  and  attachment  for  your  perfon,\  his 
merit  and  his  want  of  fortune,  render  him 
worthy  of  your  majefty's  bounty. 

I  will  at  the  fame  time  venture  once  more  to 
recommend  to  this  bounty  M.  Beguelin,  who, 
in  the  memoirs  of  the  academy,  has  juft  pub- 
limed  fome  excellent  enquiries  concerning  achro- 
matic telefcopes,  well  calculated  to  render  them 
more  perfect.  Befide  the  efteem  in  which  I 
hold  his  talents,  I  am  gratefully  indebted  to 
him  for  fome  excellent  remarks,  which  he  has 
made  on  one  of  my  eflays,  relative  to  the  fame 
fubjea. 

I  am,  with  the  mod  profound  refpeft,  the 
livelieft  gratitude,  &c. 

P.  S.  The  French  academy  have  unanimously 
voted  that  the  letter,  with  which  your  majefty 
has  been  pleafed  to  honour  me,  (hall  be  inferted 
in  their  regifters;  as  a  monument  honourable  to 

M.  de 
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M.  de  Voltaire,  and  to  letters;  and  have  charged 
me,  fire,  to  lay  their  humble  gratitude,  and 
profound  refpect,  at  your  majefty's  feet. 


LETTER      LXIIJ. 

From  fbe  King. 

Auguft  1 8,  1770. 

1  THINK  your  phyficians  a  very  amiable 
body,  and  (hould  be  very  glad  if  mine  refembled 
them ;  but,  in  this  country,  they  prefcri&e  no- 
thing to  their  patients  better  than  drops,  and 
mod  abominable  drugs.  Not  but  your  phyfi- 
cians have  been  miftaken.  Had  I  been  at  Paris, 
in  a  wig  fufficiently  large  and  powdered,  and 
you  had  confuhed  me,  I  fhould  have  prefcribed 
the  air  of  Pruffia,  as  the  moft  proper  for  your 
cure.  But,  as  I  am  no  doctor,  I  am  obliged  to 
have  faith  in  thofe  who  are  privileged  to  laugh 
.  at,  or  to  abufe,  their  patients. 

I  am  departing  for  Silelia,  and  Moravia.  At 
my  return,  the  fum  you  demand  {hall  be  paid 
at  Patis.  It  is  a  kind  of  confolation  tp  me  that 
thefe  fo  much  vilified  kings  may  be  of  fome 

utility 
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utility  to  philofophers.     They  are  at,  ieaft  good 
for  fomething. 

Farewel,  dear  D'Alembert.     I  will  tell  you 
inore  on  my  return. 


LETTER     LXIV. 

From  the  King* 

September  26,  1770. 

I  Certainly  did  not  expect  that  my  Teu- 
tonic letter  mould  be  read  by  the  French  aca- 
demy, in  full  affembly.  The  abbe  D'Olivet 
would  have  efpied  more  than  one  folecifm  ; 
but,  fortunately  for  the  author  of  the  letter,  the 
abbe  D'Olivet  had  bidden  this  world  adieu,  be- 
fore it  was  written.  I  pardon  your  having  (hewn 
it,  becaufe  it  contains  fome  truths,  which  are  as 
proper  to  be  heard  as  to  be  fpoken.  Talents 
no  doubt  ought  to  be  diftinguifhed,  efpecially 
when  they  rife  to  fupereminence.  Great  minds 
labour  only  for  fame,  and  it  would  be  treating 
them  feverely  to  let  them  always  hope  for,  yet 
never  enjoy,  the  thing  of  which  they  are  in 
fearch.  The  penalties  annexed  to  all  ranks  of 
mankind  can  only  be  foftened  by  this  balm,  a 

little 
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little  of  which  is  necefiary,  even  to  the  greatefl 
men. 

1  imagine  that,  at  prefent,  you  are  on  your 
road  for  Italy ;  and  I  have  jufl  ended  a  long  and 
fatiguing  journey, -which  I  have  difpatched  with 
tolerable  fpeed.  I  mean  to  take  a  little  reft, 
after  which  I  intend  to  anfwer  your  very  philo- 
fophic  letter,  which  I  have  jufl  received  ;  and 
the  rather  becaufe  one  of  your  doctors  has  in» 
formed  us  that  the  great  eft  affront  the  theologian 
can  fuftain  is  to  have  nothing  to  reply.  Something 
therefore  mull  be  faid  ;  and  I  have  fortunately 
found,  in  my  warehoufe,  a  collection  of  diftinc- 
tions,  and  fubtleties,  fufficient  for  an  anfwer  and 
its  duplicate;  after  which,  an  it  pleafe  Heaven, 
we  will  neither  of  us  underftand  the  other;  and 
from  that  moment  the  difpute  will  become  in- 
terefting.  I  am  very  much  of  your  opinion 
that,  after  having  long  difcufled  thefe  abftrufe 
fubjec~ls,  we  (hall  be  obliged  to  recur  to  the 
"  WJ^at  know  I"  of  Montaigne. 

Your  comptroller  of  finances  has  affured 
me  that  he  has  provided  for  the  expences  of 
•  your  journey,  as  well  as  for  the  buft  of  Voltaire. 
Mettra  will  pay  two  hundred  crowns  for  that 
purpofe ;  fo  that  the  fcull  and  the  brain  may 
certainly  be  mine,  and  the  remainder  1  leave  to 
the  other  fubfcribers, 

VOL.' xi.  O  Adieu, 
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Adieu,  my  dear  Anaxagoras.  May  you  re- 
turn fafe  and  found  to  Paris,  and  may  your  phy- 
iician  next  year  prefcribe  the  air  of  Berlin  ! 

On  which  I  pray,  &c.. 


LETTER    LXV. 

•}v    •  ,    2  , 

From  the  King. 

O&ober  1 8,  1770. 

JVlY  journey  into  Moravia,  the  camps 
affembled  in  thofe  environs,  and  the  vifit  I  have 
received  from  the  electrefs  of  Saxony,  are  fuf- 
ficient  excufes  for  not  having  anfwered  you,  on 
fubjeds  which  neither  you  nor  I  (hall  ever  well 
underftand.  I  have  fmce  given  fome  reft  to  my 
mind,  that  it  might  colled  itfelf,  after  the  difli- 
pation  of  the  great  world,  and  recover  its  philo- 
fophic  tone. 

You  oblige  me  to  tilt  with  you  in  the  dark, 
and  to  exclaim — "  Great  Jove!  Afford  us  but 
«  light,  and  be  thou  our  opponent*." 

But,  fmce  the  labyrinth  muft  be  entered,  no- 
thing but  the  clue  of  reafon  can  be  my  guide. 
This  reafon,  mewing  me  the  aftonilhing  rela- 
tions that  exift  between  the  works  of  nature, 

*  See  note,  vol.  vi.  p.  239. 

and 
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and  making  me  obferve  final  caufes  fo  finking 
and  fo  evident,  obliges  me  to  allow  that  an 
Intelligent  Being  prefides  over  the  univerfe,  to 
maintain  the  general  arrangement  of  the  ma* 
chine.  I  reprefent  this  intelligence  to  myfelf, 
as  the  principle  of  life  and  motion. 

The  fyftem  of  a  chaos  reduced  to  order  ap- 
pears to  me  falfe;  for  more  power  would  be 
requifite  for  the  reduction  and  fapport  of  this 
chaos ,  than  for  the  arrangement  of  things,  as 
they  at  prefent  exift. 

The  fyftem  of  a  world  created  out  of  nothing 
is  contradictory,  confequently  abfurd.  Nothing 
therefore  remains  but  the  eternity  of  the  earth, 
an  idea  which,  as  it  implies  no  contradiction, 
appears  to  me  the  moft  probable ;  becaufe  what 
is  to  day  may  have  been  yefterday,  and  fo  forth* 
Since  man  is  a  material,  thinking,  and  moving 
being,  I  can  fee  no  reafon  why  a  (imilar,  think- 
ing, and  active  principle  may  not  be  annexed 
to  matter,  univerfally.  I  do  not  call  this  principle 
fpirit,  becaufe  I  can  form  no  idea  of  a  being  which 
does  not  occupy  fpace,  and  which  confequently 
does  not  exift.  But,  as  thought  is  the  refult  of 
the  organization  of  the  body  of  man,  why  may 
not  the  world,  infinitely  more  organized  than 
man,  poflefs  an  intelligence  infinitely  fuperior 
to  that  of  fo  frail  a  creature  ? 

O  2  This 
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This  intelligence,  co-eternal  with  the  world, 
cannot,  according  to  my  conception,  change  the 
nature  of  things.  It  cannot  render  that  which 
is  heavy  light ;  it  cannot  make  froft  and  fire  the 
fame.'  Subjected  to  laws  which  are  invariable,' 
it  can  but  combine,  and  employ  matter  accord- 
ing as  its  intrinfic  constitution  is  inclined.  The 
elements,  for  example,  have  certain  principles, 
and  can  only  exift  fuch  as  they  are. 

If  it  mould  hence  be  inferred  that  the  world, 
being  eternal,  exifts  of  neceffity,  and  that  con- 
fequently  all  exifting  things  are  fubjeded  to  the 
fame  neceffity,  I  think  I  ought  not  to  fubfcribe 
to  that  proposition.  It  appears  to  me  that  Na- 
ture has  confined  herfelf  to  the  endowment  of 
the  elements  with  ftable  and  eternal  properties, 
and  with  fubjeding  motion  to  permanent  laws, 
which  no  doubt  confiderably  influence,  without 
being  entirely  deftrudive  of  freedom.  The  or- 
ganization and  the  paffions  of  men  originate  in 
the  elements  of  which  they  are  compofed.  As 
often  as  they  obey  thefe  paffions,  they  are  Haves  j 
but  free  as  often  as  they  refill. 

Here  you  will  attack  me,  and  fay — Do  you 
not  perceive  that  the  reafon  with  which  they  re- 
fift  their  paflions  is  fubjeded  to  that  neceffity 
which  occafious  this  reafon  to  ad  upon  them  ? 
Rigoroufly  fpeaking,  this  may  be  true ;  but  he 

who 
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who  choofes,  and  decides,  between  reafon  and 
paffion,  feems  to  me  to  be  free ;  or  I  know  not 
what  idea  to  annex  to  the  word  freedom.  What- 
ever is  neceffary  is  abfolute  ;  therefore,  if  man 
be  rigoroufly  fubjected  to  neceflity,  no  puniQi- 
ment  or  reward  can  (hake  or  deftroy  this  tran- 
fcendent  conqueror :  but,  as  experience  proves 
the  contrary, -it  muft  be  allowed  that  man  fome- 
times  enjoys  freedom,  though  often  limited.  If 
you  require  me,  my  dear  Diagoras,  more  cir- 
cumftantially  to  explain  what  this  intelligence 
is,  which  I  have  married  to  matter,  I  muft  beg 
you  to  grant  me  a  difpenfation.  I  have  a  glimpfe 
of  fuch  an  intelligence,  as  of  an  object  confuf- 
edly  feen  in  a  fog.  To  divine  it  is  much  ;  but 
to  be  acquainted  with  and  to  define  it  is  not 
given  to  man.  I  am  like  Columbus,  who  fuf- 
pected  the  exiftence  of  a  new  world,  but  who 
left  to  others  the  glory  of  the  difcovery  *. 

After  a  confeffion  fo  fmcere,  you  will  -not  tell 
me  that  childim  prejudices  have  induced  me  to 
embrace  the  defence  of  the  chriftian  religion, 
againft  a  fanatic  philofopher,  who  attacks  it  with 
fo  much  animofity.  Permit  me  to  fay  that  our 
feds,  at  prefent,  as  little  refemble  the  religion 

*  .The  king  feems  ftrangely  to  have  forgotten  himfelf ; 
unlefs  he  alludes  to  America  being  called  after  Amerigo 
Vcfpucci.  T. 

O  Of 
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of  Chrift  as  they  do  that  of  the  Iroquois.  Jefus 
was  a  Jew,  and  Chriftians  burn  the  Jews.  Jefus 
preached  patience,  and  Chriftians  perfecutc. 
Jefus  taught  good  morality,  which  Chriftians 
do  not  practife.  Jefus  eftablifhed  no  dogma- 
tical opinions,  and  Chriftian  councils  have  pro- 
vided good  ftore.  In  fine,  the  Chriftians  of 
the  third  century  bore  no  refemblance  to  the 
Chriftians  of  the  firft.  Jefus  was  an  Elfenian, 
and  had  imbibed  the  morality  of  the  EfTenians, 
which  greatly  refembled  that  of  Zeno.  His  re- 
ligion was  pure  deifm ;  how  it  has  been  embroi- 
dered by  us  you  well  know. 

Thefe  things  xbeing  fo,  by  defending  the  mo- 
rality of  Chrift  I  do  but  defend  that  of  all  phi- 
lofophers.  With  refpeft  to  the  opinions  which 
are  not  thofe  of  Chrift,  them  I  give  up  to  your 
difcretion.  Priefts  having  remarked  the  power 
their  ideal  credit  acquired  them,  over  the  minds 
of  the  vulgar,  made  religion  fubfervient  to  am- 
bition. But,  though  their  politics  have  disfi- 
gured what  in  its  inftitution  was  not  amifs,'  this 
proves  nothing  rriore  than  that  the  Chriftian 
religion  has  undergone  the  fate  of  all  fublunary 
things ;  it  has  been  perverted. 

When  therefore  we  would  exclaim  againft 
this  religion,  we  ought  to  indicate  the  age  of 
which  we  fpeak ;  and  to  diftinguifh  between  its 
and  its  inftitytiop.  But,  be  its  doctrines 

what 
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what  they  may,  the  vulgar  are  attached  to  them 
from  habit.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  certain 
exterior  practices :  whoever  attacks  them,  with- 
out mercy,  excites  the  vulgar  indignation. 

What  then  can  be  done  ? — Prefer ve  morality; 
reform  that  which  needs  reformation;  inftruct 
men  in  power,  who  influence  government;  over- 
whelm fuperftition  with  ridicule ;  laugh  at  ab- 
furd  opinions ;  ftifle  bigotry,  that  the  minds  of 
men  may  be  led  to  univerfal  toleration.  The 
religion  of  a  nation  would  then  be  of  fmall  im- 
portance. 

After  having  faid  what  I  do  and  what  I  do 
not  know,  concerning  God,  I  will  detain  you  a 
moment,  on  the  fubject  of  one  of  his  earthly 
images,  Louis  XIV.  who  was  too  much  praifed 
during  his  life,  and  after  death  too  bitterly  cr-i- 
ticifed. 

You  accufe  this  monarch  of  having  been  the 
firfl  to  give  the  example  of  thofe  numerous  ar- 
mies which  are  at  prefent  maintained.  Do  you 
not  recollect  that  this  cuftom,  long  before  his 
time,  had  been  introduced  by  the  Romans? 
Suppofe  yourfelf  in  his  place.  He  forefaw  that 
the  jealoufy  of  his  neighbours  would  continually 
incite  wars  againft  him,  and  he  did  not  wifli  to 
be  taken  unprovided.  He  perceived  the  royal 
houfe  of  Spain  on  the  eve  of  becoming  extinct ; 
and  was  it  no  his  duty  to  prepare  that  he  might 
O  4  profit 
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profit  by  fuch  favourable  circumftances,  if  op- 
portunity  mould  offer  ?  Was  it  not  in  fa6t  a 
proof  of  his  forethought  and  wifdom,  to  be  thus 
previoufly  provided  ?  And,  after  all,  great  ar- 
mies do  not  depopulate  countries,  nor  deprive 
induftry  of  its  arms.  There  can  only  be  a  cer- 
tain number  of  hufbandmen,  in  any  country, 
in  proportion  to  the  lands  they  have  to  culti- 
vate ;  and  a  certain  number  of  artificers,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  extent  of  their  trade.  The  fur- 
plus  will  become  beggars,  or  thieves. 

Beiide,  numerous  armies  occafion  a  circula- 
tion of  money,  through  the  provinces,  with 
equal  diftnbution ;  by  which  means  the  fubfi- 
dies,  furnifhed  to  government,  are  returned  to 
the  pockets  of  the  people.  The  expenfive  fup- 
port  of  armies  (hortens  the  duration  of  wars. 
Inftead  of  thirty  years,  which  fomething  above 
a  century  ago  they  continued,  monarch's,  being 
exhaufted,  are  obliged  to  terminate  them  fooner. 
In  our  times,  feven  or  eight  campaigns,  at  the 
furtheft,  empty  the  treafuries  of  kings  and  ren- 
der them  pacific  and  tra&able. 

We  muft  farther  obferve  that,  by  fuch  large 
armies,  conditions  *  are  more  definitively  fixed 

than 

*  The  conditions  of  peace,  I  fhould  have  imagined  to  be 
the  meaning  of  his  majefty  ;  becaufe  the  phrafe  let  conditions 
would  fcarcely  have  been  employed  by  a  Frenchman,  to  fig- 

nify 
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than  they  formerly  were.  Neither  the  labourer, 
the  manufacturer,  the  lawyer,  nor  the  man  of 
learning,  leave  their  employment,  at  prefent,  at 
the  found  of  the  trumpet,  but  tranquilly  con- 
tinue their  ufual  occupations,  leaving  the  re- 
venge of  tfieir  country  to  its  defenders.  For- 
merly troops  were  haftily  raifed  on  the  firft 
alarm  ;  each  man  became  a  foldier.  Nothing 
was  thought  of  but  how  to  repulfe  the  foe.  The 
,  fields  remained  fallow,  trade  became  ftagnate, 
and  foldiers  were  ill  paid,  ill  provided,  and  ill 
difciplined  :  they  exifted  only  by  rapine,  act- 
ing like  banditti,  in  the  unfortunate  countries 
which  became  the  feat  of  their  depredations. 
All  this  is  changed.  Not  that  there  are  not  vile 
pilferers,  in  fome  armies;  but  fuch  excefles 
bear  no  comparifon  to  thofe  which  formerly 
exifted.  For  thefe  reafons,  you  will  permit  me 
to  fufpend  my  judgment,  concerning  the  main- 
tenance of  great  armies,  till  you  (hall  furnim 
me  with  better  arguments  for  their  abolifh merit. 
Politics  no  doubt  proceed  on  rules  different 
from  thofe  of  metaphyfics;  though  there  are 

hify  the  various  occupations  of  men  :  etats  is  the  word  gene- 
rally ufed  to  exprefs  this  idea.  The  following  fentence  how- 
ever feems  to  denote,  though  not  with  certainty,  that  the  ranks 
of  mankind,  and  not  political  treaties,  is  the  true  fignifica- 
tion.  T.  * 
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fome  as  ftrictly  demonftrated  as  any  of  the  theo* 
rems  of  geometry. 

All  this,  my  dear  Diagoras,  does  not  diminifh 
my  efteem  for  you.  Though  we  differ  in  opi- 
nion, we  need  not  hate,  and  efpecially  not  per- 
fecute.  I  have  refuted  the  author  of  the  Syfteme 
de  la  Nature,  becaufe  I  was  not  convinced  by 
his  reafoning.  If  however  men  were  to  attempt 
to  burn  him,  I  would  carry  water  to  extinguish 
the  fire.  Such  ought  to  be  our  thoughts,  when 
we  interfere  with  philofophic  fubjeds,  or  we 
muft  renounce  the  title  of  philofopher. 

Take  notice  that,  if  we  farther  continue  our 
difputes,  concerning  God  and  neceflity,  we  mall 
have  the  misfortune  no  longer  to  underftand 
each  other.  I  can  only  repeat  fuch  remarks  as 
my  owji  obfervation  and  probability  have  fur- 
nimed.  Thefe  are  to  us  only  fubjeclis  of  amufe- 
ment,  and  vain  curiofity ;  they  fortunately  have 
no  influence  on  our  peace  of  mind.  The  grand 
article  is  to  be  in  good  health.  Ma^  your  jour- 
ney reftore  their  primitive  elafticity  to  your  or- 
gans !  May  dimpation  difperfe  the  fogs  of  me- 
lancholy, which  have  arifen  in  your  mind ;  that, 
fuffering  lefs  under  the  fatal  influence  of  matter, 
you  may  freely  yield  to  the  impulfe  of  your  vaft 
genius ! 

On  which  I  pray,   &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER      LXVI. 

From  the  King. 

November  i,  1770. 

YOU  and  Voltaire  laugh  at  my  expence, 
when  you  tell  me  you  fuppofe  me  of  ufe  to  the 
progrefs  of  philofophy.  Defcartes,  Newton, 
Bayle,  D'Alembert  and  Voltaire  have  imparted 
luftre  to  fcience.  For  my  part,  I  am  only  what 
the  Italians  call  a  dilettante.  I  feat  myfelf  with 
other  amateurs  in  the  pit,  and  applaud  beauties. 
My  whole  merit  confifts  in  clapping,  in  proper 
places. 

You  mud  have  received  an  enormous  epiftle 
from  me,  in  which  I  have  employed  every  wea- 
pon my  metaphyfical  arfenal  of  arguments  could 
fupply.  There  is  but  one  of  thefe  abftract  fub- 
jec~ls  capable  of  demonflration,  which  is  that  of 
materialifm ;  and,  this  being  well  proved,  we 
muft  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  different  degrees  of 
probability,  concerning  fuch  others  as  become 
objects  of  {peculation,  or  of  amufement,  to  thofe 
who  think  proper  thus  to  exercife  their  fancy ; 
and  of  exercife  to  fuch  as  wifli  to  improve  in 
precifion.  After  all,  good  digeftion  is  of  more 

impor- 
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importance,  to  mankind,  than  the  knowledge  of 
the  effence  of  things. 

I  congratulate  you,  on  having  found  benefit 
by  the  exercife  of  travelling.  Your  health  per- 
haps would  have  been  entirely  reftored,  had 
you  taken  the  whole  dofe.  What !  See  yourfelf 
at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  and  return  to  the  land 
of  Oc*,  inftead  of  vifidng  that  theatre  of  great 
deeds  (contemptible  indeed  in  its  prefent  Hate) 
on  which  that  king  of  nations  acted  whom  the 
known  world  obeyed  !  What  a  pleafure  muft  it 
have  been,  to  you,  to  contemplate  the  crowd  of 
quacks  whofe  leaders  have  brought  their  drugs 
into  difcredit ;  to  behold  them,  I  fay,  on  their 
tottering  ftages,  without  one  auditor  attending 
to  their  mummery. 

Inftead  of  a  fpedacle  fo  grand,  you  are  going 
to  be  prefent,  at  Thouloufe,  at  a  banquet  of 
cannibals,  where  men  continue  to  celebrate  the 
anniVerfary  of  a  barbarous  murder.  At  Aix, 
you  will  meet  the  relations  of  thofe  who  gave 
orders  for  the  maflacre  of  Merindal ;  and,  on 
your  road,  you  will  find  the  faggots  ftill  fmok- 
ing,  amid  which  fo  many  wretches  were  de- 

*  C/jez  tepeuple  tFOc. — The  king  alludes  to  Occitani?,  the 
n.ime  by  which  the  province  of  "Languedoc  was  known  in  the 
lower  age,  and  to  the  capital  of  which  he  immediately,  after- 
ward tells  us  D'Alembert  was  going.  T. 

i  voured 
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voured  by  the  flames.  Oh!  How  preferable 
is  Italy  to  Provence !  The  cordelier,  Ganga- 
nelli,  is  become  accuflomed  to  the  motion  of 
the  earth ;  he  tacitly  confents  it  (hould  turn, 
and  you  would  not  have  had  the  fate  of  Galileo  ' 
to  fear,  at  Rome. 

Philosopher  as  you  are,  however,  take  care 
how  you  difobey  the  faculty.  Phyficians  are 
infallible ;  like  the  Pope,  at  the  head  of  an  oecu- 
menic  council.  I  beg  you  will  imprefs  this  truth 
ftrongly  on  your  mind,  that,  if  they  mould  pre- 
icribe  a  journey  to  Berlin,  to  reftore  the  a&ive 
powers  of  your  ftomach,  you  may  not  fail  to 
undertake  it ;  and  efpecially  that  you  may  not 
repent,  when  you  have  travelled  as  far  as  Weft- 
phalia. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


LETTER      LXVII. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  November  26,  1770. 


my  arrival  at  Paris,  three  days  fince, 
J  found  three  letters  ;  with  which  I  have  been 

honoured 
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honoured  by  your  majefty,  during  my  journey, 
and  which  could  not  be  fent  me;  becaufe,  hav- 
ing travelled  about  five  hundred  leagues  in  two 
months,  going  and  coming,  and  confequently 
having  made  no  long  (lay  in  any  place,  it  was 
difficult  to  addrefs  them  to  me,  with  fafety.  I 
therefore  firft  humbly  entreat  your  majefty  will 
excufe  me,  that  I  have  not  had  the  honour  to 
anfwer  fooner.  You  will  perceive  that  this  at 
Leaft  was  the  firft  duty  of  which  I  acquitted  my- 
felf,  after  a  few  moments  of  repofe,  which  were 
indifpeniably  neceflary. 

I  next  entreat  you  will,  for  fome  days  longer, 
permit  me  to  defer  the  anfwer  I  owe  your  mod 
philofophic  and  profound  letter,  dated  Od.  1 8. 
Such  a  letter,  fire,  demands  fome  time  for  re- 
flection ;  that  its  propofitions  may  be  meditated, 
and  difcufled.  With  your  majefty's  permiffion, 
I  mall  therefore  confine  myfelf,  at  prefent,  to 
anfwer  your  two  other  letters,  dated  September 
26th  and  November  ift. 

Your  majefty  appears  furprifed  that  the  letter 
of  a  German,  which  is  the  expreffion  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  ufe,  mould  haVe  been  read  at 
the  French  academy,  in  full  afiem'oly.  But 
how  can  we  apply  the  epithet  German,  to  a 
fovereign  who  writes  fuch  letters ;  whether  we 
regard  the  fubjecl:  or  the  ftyle  ?  I  cannot  de- 

fcribc 
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icribe  to  your  majefty  how  much  my  living  af- 
fociates  were  penetrated,  by  admiration  and  gra- 
titude. Their  unanimous  determination,  to  in- 
fert  the  letter  in  the  regifters  of  the  academy, 
is  a  fufficient  proof  of  the  fentiments  it  excited. 
As  to  the  defttnft  abbe  d'Olivet,  I  am  perfuaded 
that,  if  his  ghoft  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
tranfaction,  it  could  not  but  grind  its  teeth, 
fuppofing  that  a  ghoft  has  any  teeth,  at  not 
detecting  one  folecifm. 

All  that  your  majefty  has  had  the  goodnefs  to 
fay  to  me,  concerning  the  fame  due  to  genius, 
is  worthy  of  a  mind  like  yours,  as  equitable 
as  it  is  elevated.  This  balm,  as  your  majefty 
calls  it,  is  indeed  moft  neceffary  to  the  greateft 
men ;  and  efpecially  to  great  men  fuffering  per- 
fecution.  Superior  talents  held  in  little  efteem, 
in  any  country,  greatly  refemble  the  indigent 
wretch  who,  having  no  meat,  went  and  ftood 
in  the  fumes  tha.t  iflued  from  a  cook's  mop 
while  he  ate  his  bread.  Such  fumes  fup- 
port  philofophers  in  their  labours  :  but  they 
ceafe  to  be  fmoke,  and  become  real  and  folid 
.  food,  when  this  manna  proceeds  from  heros  and 
princes,  on  whom  the  eyes  of  the  age  have  been 
conftantly  fixed.  I  leave  to  your  majefty,  or 
indeed  to  the  whole  world,  rather  than  to  your 
majefty,  the  application  of  this  maxim. 

6  Your 
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Your  majefty  pretends  that  I  and  Voltaire 
divert  ourfelves  at  your  expence,  when  we  deem 
you  ufeful  to  the  progrefs  of  philofophy — Not 
ufeful,  fire,  but  more,  exceedingly  necellary — 
Neceflary  by  your  works,  which  ferve  at  once 
to  enlighten  and  inform;  neceflary  from  the 
example  you  give  to  fovereigns,  not  to  hide 
their  candle  under  a  bufhel,  when  to  be  ad- 
mired it  is  only  requiiite  for  it  to  be  feen  ;  and, 
in  fine,  neceflary  by  the  protection  you  grant 
all  thofe  who, endeavour  to  render  their  labours 
of  utility.  Such,  fire,  are  our  thoughts,  collec- 
tively. This  is  what  we  in  concert  fay,  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  places ;  and  which  we  never 
ceafe  to  repeat ;  much  lefs  for  the  fake  of  your 
fame  than  for  our  own  encouragement,  and 
confolation. 

Your  majefty  would  have  been  better  pleafed, 
had  I  gone  to  fee  our  lady  of  Loretto,  and  the 
Recollet  friars  of  the  capitol,  rather  than  the 
white,  black,  blue,  grey,  and  red  penitents, 
who  are  difperfed  over  Languedoc.  To  a  phi- 
lofopher,  the  fight  of  the  one  is  as  good  as  the 
other;  and,  with  refpect  to  Vefuvius  and  St. 
Peter  of  Rome,  I  dreaded,  fire,  after  confulting 
the  phyficians,  and  from  the  knowledge  I  had 
of  my  pwn  want  of  ftrength,  that  the  fatigues 
of  a  journey  of  five  hundred  leagues,  from  Paris 

to 
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to  Naples,  over  the  frofts  and  fnows  of  the  Alps 
and  Apennines,  on  the  word  of  all  poffible  roads, 
where  are  the  moft  deteftable  of  inns,  t  dreaded, 
I  fay,  that  thefe  would  do  my  poor  head  more 
harm  than  good;  and  that  the  pleafures  whicrr 
the  beauties  of  nature  and  art  in  Italy  would  af- 
ford, would  be  inadequate  to  the  danger.  I 
durft  not  even  proceed  to  the  farther  part  of 
Provence,  becaufe  of  the  unhealthy  winds,  the 
ill  effects  of  which  I  had  felt  in  Lower  Langue- 
dcc,  and  which  as  I  feared  would  but  increafe. 
I  am  now,  (ire,  returned  to  my  houfehold  gods; 
much  rather  fatigued  than  cured,  but  in  fome 
degree  relieved,  having  gained  flrength,  and 
being  not  without  hope  of  perfect  recovery,  this 
winter,  with  much  regimen  and  exercife. 

M.  Meitra,  at  my  departure,  in  money  and 
bills,  remitted  me  the  fum  which  your  majefty 
was  pleafed  to  grant,  for  my  journey  into  Italy^ 
not  the  half  of  which,  fire,  I  have  expended  j 
and  I  have  returned  three  thoufand  five  hundred 
livres  (one  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds  Met- 
.ling)  in  bills,  to  M.  Mettra,  of  which  I  had  no 
need.  Pie  will  confequently  expend  this  fum 
on  other  objects,  agreeable  to  your  majefty's 
orders.  The  more  I  am  affected,  by  the  good- 
nefs  of  your  majefty,  the  lefs  ought  I  to  abufe 
your  benefits* 

VOL.  xi.  P  During 
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During  my  journey,  the  public  papers  in- 
formed me  of  the  death  of  one  of  the  princes 
of  Brunfwic,  your  majefty 's  nephew.  I  hope 
.your  majefty  is  convinced  how  fincerely,  and 
.warmly,  I  participate  in  your  affliction.  What- 
ever can  affect  your  majefty  will,  to  the  end  of 
life,  be  moft  interefting  to  me. 

In  fuch  fentiments,  and  with  the  moft  pro- 
found refpect,  I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      LXVIII. 

*t  -  -.'! 

From  M.  WAlemlert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  November  30,  1770. 

O  N  C  E  again,  fince  your  majefty  permits 
or  rather  requires  me  fo  to  do,  behold  me  enter 
the  lifts  of  metaphyfics,  much  rather  with  than 
againft  your  majefty.  It  is  not  from  refpect 
only  that  I  thus  exprefs  myfelf ;'  f©r,  after  atten- 
tively confidering  your  majefty's  opinions  on 
thefe  abftrufe  fubjects,  which  I  take  the  liberty 
to  difcufs  with  you,  my  metaphyfics  appear 
to  me  to  differ,  in  reality,  fo  little  with  yours, 
that  our  arguments  ought  not  even  to  be  called 

a  con- 
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a  controverfy,  much  lefs  a  difpute*.  I  there- 
fore take  the  liberty  once  more  to  converfe  with 
your  majefty,  on  thefe  dark  qneftions,  much 
rather  for  the  fake  of  information  than  of  con- 
tradiftion. 

I  firft  agree,  with  your  majefty,  that  there  is 
a  common  principle  ;  which  appears  as  evident 
to  me  as  it  does  to  you.  Creation  is  abfu-rd, 
and  impomble.  Matter  is  therefore  not  to  be 
created,  confequently  has  not  been  created,  con- 
fequently  is  eternal.  This  refult,  however  clear 
and  necelTary,  will  not  well  accord  with  the  true 
partifans  of  the  exiftence  of  a  God,  who  infift 
on  an  almighty,  immaterial,  and  aftive  intelli- 
gence. But  this  is  of  fmall  importance.  We 
feek  truth,  and  not  their  pleafure.  I  afterward 
perceive,  throughout  the  various  parts  of  the 
fyftem  of  the  world,  and  particularly  in  the  for- 
mation of  animals,  traces,  which  at  lead  may 
be  called  flriking,  of  intelligence  and  defign. 
.We  have  therefore  to  enquire  if  there  be,  in 
effect,  any  real  intelligence;  and,  if  the  affirma- 
tive be  granted,  to  divine,  if  we  are  able,  what 
that  intelligence  is. 

I  cannot  doubt  but  that  this  inteHT^cuce  is  at 

*  We  do  not,  in  Englifti,  understand  thefe  words  in  a  fenfe 
fo  diH:in£l  from  eaeli  other  as  they  are  here  underftoud,  by  M. 
D'Alcmbert.  T. 

P  2  leaft 
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leflft  annexed  to  fome  parts  of  matter  ;  for  men 
and  animals  are  my  proofs.  It  is  farther  certain 
that  it  directs  moft  of  their  motions,  and  is  the 
principle  of  all  the  rational  actions  of  man,  and 
particularly  of  all  that  is  great  and  admirable ; 
fuch  as  the  invention  of  arts  and  fciences. 

Is  this  intelligence,  exifting  in  men  and  ani- 
mals, diftinct  from,  or  only  a  property  of,  mat- 
ter,  dependent  on  organization  ? 

Experience  feems  to  prove,  nay  to  demon- 
ftrate,  the  latter;  fince  intelligence  increafes  and 
diminimes,  according  to  the  perfection  or  imper- 
fection of  organization. 

But  how  may  organization  be  productive  of 
feeling  and  thought?  In  the  human  body,  like 
as  in  rude  matter,  whether  folid  or  fluid,  we 
only  perceive  particles  fufceptible  of  figure, 
motion,  and  reft.  Why  is  intelligence  annexed 
to  fome  particles,  and  not  to  others  ?  Or  why 
(hould  the  latter  feem  unfufceptible  of  intelli- 
gence? Thefe  are  queftions  to  which  we  pro- 
bably (hall  never  find  any  folution.  But,  in. 
fpite  of  our  ignorance,  experience  feems  invin- 
cibly to  prove  to  me,  as  to  your  majefty,  the 
materiality  of  mind ;  like  as  the  moft  iimple 
reafoning  proves  eternal  Being ;  though  we 
neither  can  conceive  Being  that  has  eternally 
cxifted,  nor  Being  that  begins  to  exift. 

We 
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We  have  now  to  examine  whether  that  intelli- 
gence, dependent  on  the  formation  of  matter, 
be  expanded  through  all  parts  of  matter. 

This  queftion  appears  more  difficult  than  the 
preceding.  The  bodies  of  animals  excepted, 
all  particles  of  matter,  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted, appear  to  us  deftitute  of  feeling,  in- 
telligence, and  thought.  Can  intelligence  re- 
fide  in  them  unfufpe&ed  by  us  ?  Of  this  there 
is  no  appearance;  and  I  am  much  difpofed  to 
believe,  not  only  that  a  block  of  marble,  but 
that  other  bodies*,  however  ingeniously  and 
finely  organized,  neither  think  nor  feel.  Yet, 
it  is  anfwered,  the  organization  of  thefe  bodies 
difcovers  viiible  traces  of  intelligence.  This  I 
do  not  deny ;  but  I  wifli  to  know  what  is  be- 
come of  that  intelligence,  after  the  bodies  are 
formed.  Was  it  refident  in  them,  during  their 
formation  ?  Did  it  refide  in  them  for  their  for- 
mation ?  And  if,  as  is  fuppofed,  it  be  a  thing 
diftinct  from  them,  what  became  of  it  when  its 
work  was  performed  ?  Is  it  annihilated  by  the 
perfection  of  organization,  although  neceflary 
for  its  progrefs  and  concluiion  ?  This  feems 
difficult  to  conceive. 

*  Let  corps  Iruts.  The  colle&ive  arguments  of  the  author 
prove  that  he  can  mean  nothing  but  plants,  and  vegetative 
nature,  by  the  epithet  Iruts.  T. 

P  3  Befide, 
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Befide,  if  that  intelligence,  the  effects  and 
productions  of  which  we  admire,  be  in  man  the 
confequence  of  organization  only,  why  mould 
we  not  admit,  in  other  parts  of  matter,  a  forma- 
tion and  propenfity  as  necefiary  and  as  natural 
as  matter  itfelf;  whence  (hall  refult,  without 
the  interference  of  any  intelligence,  thofe  ef- 
fects which,  being  feen,  excite  our  furprife  ? 

In  fine,  admitting  an  intelligence  which  has 
prefided  at  the  formation  of  the  world,  and 
continues  to  prefide  for  its  fupport,  we  mail  at 
lail  be  obliged  to  own  it  is  neither  infinitely 
wife  nor  infinitely  puiflant;  for  wretched  hu- 
manity is  a  teftimony  that  this  is  far  from  the 
heft  of  all  poffible  worlds.  We  are  therefore 
reduced,  with  the  bed  of  inclinations,  to  admit  at 
moll  only  of  a  material  deity,  confined  and  de- 
pendent. I  know  not  whether  it  will  fatisfy 
him,  but  it  certainly  will  not  fatisfy  the  zealous 
partifans  of  the  exiitence  of  a  God,  who  would 
rather  fee  us  athejfts  than  difciples  of  Spinofa, 
as  we  are.  To  foften  their  anger,  let  us  become 
fceptics,  and  again  repeat — *"  Wkatkmw  I?" 

I  mail  now  accompany  your  majefty  from 
darknefs  to  darknefs ;  and,  fince  I  have  done 
myfelf  the  honour  to  plunge  with  you  up  to  the 
peck,  and  even  over  head,  in  the  abyfs,  I  mail 
proceed  to  the  queftion  of  freedom.  It  feems 

to 
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to  me  that,  in  reality,  I  am  of  your  majefty 's 
opinion,  and  that  we  have  only  to  define  the 
idea  which  we  annex  to  the  word  freedom.  If 
we  underftand  by  this  word,  as  your  majefty 
feems  to  underftand,  an  exemption  from  con- 
ftraint  and  the  exercife  of  the  willf  it  is  evident 
that  we  are  free ;  lince  we  ad  from  felf-determi- 
nation,  wholly  uncontrolled,  and  often  with 
pleafure.  But  fuch  determination  is  not  lefs  a 
neceffary  confequence  of  the  propenfity,  equally 
neceffary,  of  our  organs;  and  of  the  effect,  once 
again  equally  neceffary,  produced  upon  us  by 
the  action  of  other  beings.  If  ftones  knew  they 
were  falling,  and  took  a  pleafure  in  their  fall, 
they  would  imagine  the  act  to  be  free ;  becaufe 
they  fell  with  their  own  confent. 

But  I  do  not  think,  fire,  that,  even  on  the 
fyftem  of  abfolute  neceffity,  I  (hall  find  no  dif- 
ficulty to  admit  that  reward  and  punimment  are 
ufelefs.  They  are  only  additional  fprings  and 
regulators,  requ-ifite  to  make  the  machine  go, 
and  to  render  it  lefs  imperfect.  There  would 
be  more  crimes  in  a  world  in  which  there  mould 
be  neither  reward  nor  punilhment ;  like  as 
there  would  be  more  diforder  in  a  watch,  which 
flionld  want  fome  of  its  wheels. 

Your  majefty  kindly  leads  me  by  the  hand 

through  this  labyrinth  of  philofophic  obfcurity  ; 

P  4  but, 
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but,  thanks  to  yon,  fire,  at  length  I  fee  the  light, 
and  arrive  at  an  objecl  refpecting  which  I  havq 
the  good  fortune  to  be  abfolutely  of  your  opi- 
nion. 1  fpeak  of  the  nature  and  progrefs  of 
the  religion  of  Europe.  It  appears  as  evident 
to  me  as  to  your  majefty  that  Chriftianity,  in  its 
origin,  was  pure  deifm  ;  that  its  author,  Jefus 
Chrift,  was  only  a  kind  of  phjlofopher,  the 
foe  of  fuperftition,  of  perfecution,  and  of  prjefts; 
pne  who  taught  men  benevolence  and  juftice,and 
reduced  all  law  to  the  love  of  our  neighbour, 
and  the  adoration  of  God,  in  fpirit  and  in  truth. 
Such  was  the  primitive  ftate  of  this  religion.  It 
was  fiift  St.  Paul,  afterward  the  fathers  of  the 
church,  and  the  councils  finally,  which  were 
unfortunately  fupported  by  kings,  that  changed 
this  religion.  1  therefore  think  we  fhould  do 
great  fervice  to  mankind,  could  we  reduce 
Chriftianity  to  its  primitive  ftate,  and  confine 
ourfelves  to  preach  to  the  people  a  rewarding 
and  ^avenging  God;  who  reproves  fuperftition, 
detefts  intolerance,  and  who  requires  no  other 
homage  from  men  than  that  of  love  to  each 
other,  and  mutual  fupport.  For,  having  well 
inculcated  thefe  truths  among  the  people,  no 
great  effort  I  think  would  be  neceflary  to  make 
them  forget  the  opinions  they  have  been  taught; 
and  whjch  have  been  feized^  with  a  kind  of 

avidity, 
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Avidity,  only  becaufe  nothing  better  has  been 
fubftituted.  The  multitude  is  no  doubt  a  foolifh 
animal,  which  fuffers  itfelf  to  be  led  into  dark- 
nefs,  when  no  light  mines.  But  offer  this  animal 
the  truth,  and  if  this  truth  be  fimple,  and  efpe- 
cially  if  it  appeal  to  the  heart,  as  the  religion 
which  I  propofe  to  preach  would,  I  think  it 
muft  infallibly  be  embraced,  and  preferred  to 
#11  other  doctrine.  Unfortunately,  we  are  at 
prefent  far  diftant  from  fo  happy  a  revolution 
in  the  opinions  of  men. 

At  length  I  come,  fire,  to  the^  monarch  fo 
much  beloved,  during  his  life,  and  perhaps  too 
much  decried  after  his  death ;  but  to  whom  men 
feem  to  begin  to  render  what  is  due,  without 
flattery,  and  without  detraction.  In  fpite  of  the 
advantage  he  has,  of  being  defended  by  a  prince 
in  every  refpect  much  greater  than  himfelf, 
which  at  prefentjs  the  opinion  of  all  Europe, 
and  which  opinion  will  be  ftrengthened  in  fu- 
ture ages,  I  take  the  liberty,  fire,  of  faying  of 
this  monarch  what  La  Fontaine  faid  of  St.  Paul, 
to  his  confeffor— "  Your  St.  Paul  is  no  man  for 
«  me." 

I  will  allow  for  every  thing  he  has  performed, 
of  great  and  of  ufeful ;  and  will  grant  that  the 
fciences,  arts,  and  letters  are  greatly  indebted  to 
buf  his  \yars,  which  often  were  moft  un- 
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juft,  his  pride,  his  intolerant  fpirit,  his  revcs 
cation  of  the  edid  of  Nantes,  and  his  fubjedion 
to  the  Jefuits,  place  a  fearful  counterpoife  in  the 
other  fcale. 

With  refped  to  the  example  he  has  given 
fovereigns,  of  maintaining  enormous  armies,  in 
order  to  be  juft,  we  mud  begin  by  allowing  that, 
at  prefent,  it  is  impoffible  for  the  beft  informed 
monarchs  to  avoid  following  his  example.  It 
would  be  equally  repugnant  to  reafon,  and  the 
duties  they  owe  their  fubjeds,  to  remain  un- 
armed, when  the  whole  world  is  "  clothed  in 
"  complete  fteel.'"  But  I  take  the  liberty  to 
aik  your  majefty  whether  you  would  not  be 
better  pleafed,  were  you  not  thus  conftrained, 
to  have  a  hundred  thoufand  hufbandmen  more, 
and  a  hundred  thoufand  foldiers  lefs  ?  The  firft 
enrich,  the  latter  expend. 

I  know  great  armies  render  wars  of  fhorter 
duration,  but  poverty  is  the  caufe;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  me  better,  if  we. have  a  hundred  thou- 
fand men  to  throw  away,  that  they  mould  be 
fquandered  in  twenty  or  in  thirty  years,  rather 
than  in  fix  or  feven. 

I  alfo  grant  great  armies  are  the  caufe  that 

we  are  not  now,  as  formerly,  obliged  to  beat  up 

for  foldiers,  at  the  firft  firing  of  a  gun..     But 

might  not  a  monarch,  who  mould  be  a  warrior 

and 
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and  no  philofopher,  abufe  .{landing  armies,  to 
make  war  as  often  and  with  as  much  levity  as 
Louis  XIV.  reproached  himfelf  with  having 
done,  on  his  death  bed  ?  The  money  neceflary 
for  the  maintenance  of  fuch  armies  keeps  Eu- 
rope, even  in  times  of  peace,  in  a  continual  ftate 
of  tenfion,  which  is  but  little  different  from  a 
continual  ftate  of  war. 

1  am  at  the  end  of  my  fecond  meet,  and  per- 
ceive, but  a  little  too  late,  that  I  abufe  the  pa- 
tience and  bounty  of  your  majefty.  I  therefore 
entreat  you  to  pardon  my  dull  prolixity,  and  to 
regard  it  as  a  confequence  of  the  wifh  I  have  to 
obtain  information ;  and  efpecially  as  the  tef- 
timony  of  the  unalterable"  fentiments,  profound 
refpedt,  and  eternal  gratitude  with  which,  &c. 


LETTER     LXIX. 

From  the  King. 

December  2,  1770. 

1  O  regain  health  in  part  is  an  advantage, 
and  to  find  eafe  is  a  good.  I  therefore  think  I 
am  not  wrong  in  congratulating  you,,  on  the 
effect  of  the  remedies  prefcribed  by  your  phy- 

ficians 
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ficians  of  Paris.  I  find  you  have  not  made  any 
ftay  in  the  country  of  the  old  Troubadours,  but 
that  you  are  returned  to  the  metropolis.  Do  not 
mention  finance  to  me ;  it  is  a  language  which 
ftrikes  too  often  upon  my  ear,  and  I  fay  with 
Pilate — "  What  is  written  is  written." 

I  fend  you  the  dream  of  a  philofopher,  againft 
whom  Voltaire  is  irritated.  As  I  prefled  this 
philofopher  to  learn  whether  the  vifion  were  his 
own,  he  confefied  that  the  little  prophet  Wald- 
flock,  beinghere,  had  dropped  it  from  his  pocket, 
as  he  took  out  his  handkerchief,  You  can  re^ 
turn  it  him,  for  it  is  not  in  the  order  of  things 
that  my  philofopher  fhould  take  to  himfelf  what 
is  not  his  due. 

I  thank  you  for  your  condolence  on  the  death 
of  my  nephew.  The  poor  lad  died  of  a  quinfey, 
after  the  laft  battle,  in  which  the  Ruffians  took 
the  Turkiih  camp.  His  mother  was  inconfol- 
able,  for  he  was  a  youth  of  great  promife. 

I  (hall  not  mention  philofophy  to  you  at  pre- 
fent.  I  have  fent  you  packets,  on  metaphyfics, 
which  you  muft  have  found  at  Paris.  After  all, 
it  is  a  fubjecl:  that  refembles  a  ditch ;  the  more 
you  dig  the  deeper  it  is.  We  may,  without 
much  danger,  remain  ignorant  of  many  things. 
The  moft  important  is  to  live  well,  to  enjoy 
tolerable  health,  and  to  be  in  pofleflion  of  friends 

and 
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and  a  tranquil  mind ;  all  which  advantages  I 
wifh  you. 

Praying  God,  &c. 


LETTER      LXX. 
From  the  King. 

December  18,  1770. 

lOU  will  perhaps  think  it  fingular  that  I 
mould  interfere  in  other  people's  affairs;  and 
that,  being  a  fchool-boy  of  fixty,  I  fliould  feat 
myfelf  on  the  form  of  doctors  in  metaphyfics, 
and  treat  on  fubjects  which  the  learned  under- 
ftand  little  more  of  than  the  moft  ignorant. 
But  this  is  the  very  reafon  why  I  think  myfelf 
authorifed  for  thus  fpeaking.  Did  the  queftion 
relate  to  infmitefimal  calculation,  or  to  the  pro- 
perties of  curves,  I  mould  fit  and  liften  in  filence, 
believe  all  you  might  tell  me  and  admire.  But 
here  we  are  tranfported  into  the  land  of  imagina- 
tion, over  which  poets  have  more  claims  than  phi- 
lofophers;  for  it  is  known  they  were  the  firfl  theo- 
logians, and  the  original  teachers  of  mankind. 
Our  defign  not  being  to  inebriate  ourfelves  with 
ancient  fables,  which  flill  are  credited,  but  rather 
4  to 
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to  bear  the  torch  of  reafon  into  the  region  of 
darknefs,  thereto  didinguifli,  if  we  can,  fome 
truths  in  the  gloomy  abyfs,  and  feparate  real 
objefts  from  the  imaginary  beings  by  which 
they  are  furrounded,  we  mud  fet  afide  all  illu- 
lions  of  the  fancy,  and  endeavour  to  reafon  as 
confidently  as  we  can.  Our  fubjects  are  God, 
Freedom,  Religion,  and  Louis  XIV. 

I  begin  with  God.  According  to  the  lead 
contradictory  idea  we  can  form  of  this  being,  I 
am  convinced  he  cannot  be  material ;  becaufe 
he  would  then  be  penetrable,  divifible,  and 
finite.  If  I  fuppofe  him  a  fpirit,  I  employ  a 
metaphyfical  term  which  I  do  not  nnderdand, 
taking  it  according  to  the  definition  of  philofo- 
phers ;  I  utter  nonfenfe ;  for  a  being  that  occu- 
pies no  fpace,  and  has  no  real  exidence,  cannot 
poflibly  exift.  I  therefore  give  up  matter  and 
pure  fpirit ;  and,  that  I  may  conceive  fome 
idea  of  God,  I  imagine  him  to  be  the  fenforium  ' 
of  the  univerfe,  as  the  intelligence  annexed  to 
the  eternal  organization  of  the  worlds  which 
exid.  And  in  this  I  do  not  approach  the  fydem 
of  Spinofa;  nor  that  of  the  Stoics,  who  regarded  • 
all  thinking  beings  as  emanations  from  the  grand 
univerfal  fpirit,  which  their  faculty  of  thinking 
was  to  rejoin  after  death. 

The  proofs  of  this  intelligence,  or  of  this  fen- 
forium, 
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forium,  are  thefe— The  aftoniming  agreement 
which  exifts  in  the  whole  phyfical  arrangement 
of  the  world,  vegetable  and  animal ;  and  in  the 
intelligence  of  man.  For,  if  nature  were  un- 
intelligent, me  could  not  give  that  which  (he 
had  not ;  fuch  being  a  grofs  contradiction. 

The  fubject  of  freedom  is  not  lefs  dark  than 
that  of  the  exigence  of  God.  Yet  the  following 
are  a  few  reflections,  which  merit  confideration. 

Whence  does  it  happen  that  men  poflefs, 
and  are  pleafed  with,  a  fenfation  of  their  free- 
dom ?  Could  they  pollefs  this  fenfation,  and  this 
pleafure,  if  freedom  had  no  exiftence  ? 

But,  fmce  we  mud  annex  fome  precife  idea 
to  words,  I  define  freedom  to  be  that  aft  of  our 
will  which  enables  us  to  choofe,  between  dif- 
ferent propofitions,  and  which  determines  our 
choice.  If  therefore  I  exercife  this  act  occa- 
fionally,  it  is  a  fign  I  poflefs  the  power.  Man  no 
doubt  is  determined  by  reafon  ;  to  imagine  other- 
wife  would  be  madnefs.  The  fuppofition  of  his 
own  prefervation,  and  welfare,  is  one  of  the 
powerful  motives  which  make  him  incline  to 
that  fide  on  which  he  imagines  he  (hall  find  iuch 
advantages.  There  are  however  worthy  minds, 
that  are  able  to  prefer  the  good  to  the  ufeful, 
that  willingly  facrifice  wealth,  or  life,  to  patri- 
i  one 
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otic  views ;   and  this  choice  is  the  greateft  of 
the  ads  of  freedom. 

You  anfwer,  all  thefe  refolutions  are  the  con- 
fequence  of  our  organization,  and  of  the  exterior 
objects  which  act  upon  our  fenfes.  But,  without 
organs,  we  mould  have  as.  much  thought  as  a 
harpfichord  would  of  found,  if  deprived  of 
firings.  I  grant  that  all  our  knowledge  is  the 
confequence  of  fenfation ;  but  let  us  diftinguim 
this  knowledge  from  thofe  combinations  which 
occafion  it  to  ad,  transform  it,  and  turn  it  to 
admirable  ufes. 

Still  you  perfift,  and  allege  our  paffions.  You 
would  be  victorious,  were  the  paffions  always 
fo;  but  they  are  often  conquered.  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  perfons  who  have  corrected  their 
defects.  How  great  is  the  difference  between 
a  man  well  and  a  man  ill  educated  ;  between  a 
novice  in  the  world  and  a  perfon  of  experience  ! 
Now,  were  the  doctrine  of  neceffity  true,  no  one 
could  correct  his  defects,  which  would  ever  re- 
main invariable.  All  exhortation  would  be  vain, 
and  experience  would  neither  improve  the  im- 
prudent nor  the  thoughtlefs.  I  therefore  ven- 
ture to  fufpect  thisfyftem  of  neceffity  of  contra- 
diction ;  for,  if  it  be  rigoroufly  admitted,  laws, 
education,  reward,  and  punifhment  would  be 
ufelefs,  and  f iiperfiuous.  If  every  thing  be  the 

effect 


CORRESPONDENCE.  22$ 

effect  of  neceflity,  nothing  can  be  fubject  to 
change ;  but  experience  (hews  me  that  educa- 
tion produces  great  effects;  that  men  may  be 
corrected  and  encouraged ;  and  I  am  daily  more 
and  more  convinced  that  reward  and  punilh- 
ment  are  the  bulwarks  of  fociety.  I  therefore 
cannot  admit  an  opinion  contrary  to  the  truths 
of  experience;  truths  fo  palpable  that  even  thofe 
who  embrace  the  fyftem  of  neceflity  continually 
contradict  it,  as  well  in  their  private  lives  as  by 
their  public  actions.  What  then  muft  become 
of  a  fyftem  which  can  make  us  guilty  of  nothing 
but  folly,  if  it  be  admitted  literally  true  ? 

And  now  for  religion,  on  which  fubject  I  dare 
flatter  myfelf  you  will  allow  me  to  be  impartial. 

I  think  that  a  philofopher  who  mould  venture 
to  teach  the  vulgar  religion  unmixed  with  fable 
•would  be  in  danger  of  lapidatton.  Should  he 
find  fome  new- formed  foul,  fome  American 
favage,  not  prejudiced  in  favour  of  any  opinion, 
he  might  perfuade  him  to  prefer  a  rational  re- 
ligion, to  thofe  which  fable  has  fo  much  de- 
graded. But,  even  could  the  religion  of  So- 
crates or  of  Cicero  be  propagated,  in  any  pro- 
vince, its  purity  would  foon  become  fullied,  by 
the  introduction  of  fuperftition.  Men  will  have 
objects  which  ftrike  the  fenfes,  and  amufe  the 
imagination.  This  we  fee  among  the  protef- 

VOL.  xi.  Q^  tantsj 
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tants;  who,  finding  themfelves  brought  up  in 
a  worfhip  too  naked,  too  fimple,  often  become 
catholics,  from  their  love  of  feftivals,  ceremonies, 
and  the  fine  anthems  with  which  the  holy  catho- 
lic, apoftolic,  and  Roman  religion  has  bediz- 
ened, encumbered,  and  furbelowed,  the  fimple 
morality  of  Chrift.  Witnefs  the  landgrave  of 
Heffe,  baron  Pollnitz,  and  numerous  others. 
But,  were  it  granted  you  could  retrieve  men 
from  fo  many  errors,  it  is  ftill  a  queftion  whether 
they  are  worthy  of  being  enlightened. 

Louis  XIV.  mould  properly  be  defended  by 
the  French  themfelves,  on  whom  he  beftowed 
fine  manufactures  and  frontiers ;  which  latter 
he  fo  well  fortified  that  he  almoft  freed  his 
kingdom  from  the  fear  of  an  attack.  He  was 
alfo  the  protector  of  letters,  and  mould  be 
juftified  by  the  French,  from  motives  of  grati- 
tude. But,  fince  it  is  your  will  I  mould  be 
the  Don  Quixote,  I  take  the  liberty  to  ob- 
ferve  to  you  that  the  Romans,  long  before 
Louis,  maintained  armies  equally  great;  and 
that,  had  we  here  a  hundred  thoufand  addition- 
al hufbandmen,  we  mould  want  three  hundred 
thoufand  acres  more  to  afford  them  employment; 
for  each  field  has  a  mafter  and  men  fufficient  for 
its  cultivation.  What  confidence  can  be  placed 
in  the  faith  of  fovereigns,  in  general,  who  moil 

of 
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of  them  are  without  faith  ?  Who  fhall  grind 
down  thofe  puppets  that  aft  from  1  know  not 
what  fatality,  and  bring  them  pacific  from  the 
mill  ? 

Let  Europe  only  contain  two  refllefs  monarch s 
and  all  will  Be  alarm,  and  confufion.  Thus 
then  I  reafon  :  wars  have  exifted  in  all  ages ; 
and  what  has  always  been  muft  from  neceffity  be, 
although  I  am  ignorant  of  the  caufe.  Hence, 
this  deftructive  fcourge  will  ever  defolate  our 
unfortunate  globe. 

You  muft  alfo  permit  me  not  to  think  with 
you,  concerning  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of 
Nantes.  I  am  really  very  much  obliged  to  Louis 
XIV ;  and,  if  his  grandfon  would  follow  his  au- 
guft  example,  I  mould  be  quite  penetrated  with 
gratitude  :  efpecially  were  he,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  banifli  the  philofophic  vermin  from  his  king- 
dom ;  whom,  as  exiles,  I  mould  charitably  re- 
ceive into  Pruffia.  You  would  give  me  great 
pleafure,  could  you  perfuade  your  minifters  to 
ftrike  this  great  (broke.  The  academicians  in 
a  body  would  come  to  meet  you,  bear  you  on 
their  moulders,  and  the  fchifmatic  philofopher 
would  afford  you  the  warmeft  welcome.  But 
you  know  his  fentiments,  of  which  you  cannot 
doubt. 

I  pray,  &c. 

2  LET- 
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LETTER     LXXI. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 

. 

SIRE,  Paris,  January  3,  1771. 

JL  O  U  R  majefty  may  fay  to  me  as  Au- 
guftus  does  to  Cinna,  in  the  tragedy—- 

Je  t'ai  cambist  de  liens,  je  fen  veux  (iccabler. 

With  the  moft  refpedful  gratitude,  I  there- 
fore obey  your  reiterated  commands ;  and, 
fince  it  is  your  pleafure  I  fhould  employ  the 
greateft  part  of  the  fum  you  had  deftined  for 
my  journey  into  Italy  to  other  purpofes,  I  fhould 
imagine  I  failed  in  my  duty,  to  my  auguft  bene- 
factor, were  I  longer  to  infift,  and  not  to  accept 
the  donation  he  has  generoufly  been  pleafed  to 
beftow. 

Your  majefty  has  conferred  another  prefent,  for 
which  I  am  not  lefs  grateful.  I  mean  your  very 
pleafant,  very  poetical,  very  witty,  and  very 
philofophic  production.  I  have  repeatedly  read 
it,  and  always  with  new  pleafure.  I  have  ex- 
claimed, ftriking  my  forehead,  "  Curfed  ma- 
"  thematician,  gloomy  ponderer  over  x  and  y, 

<l  why  haft  thou  not  rather  the  talent  of  verfifi- 

?.•  in  .  -   -  .  "     '.  ;.*  -v-  •  . 

\   •     .^ST_' ».    ^  •   .'•  -•_     ,  v. 

*  I  have  htapcd,  and  now  would  overwhelm  thec  with,  my 
favours. 

"  cation 
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*f  cation  than  that  of  cyphering  !  Thou  wouldeft 
te  employ  thy  time  much  better,  in  turning  this 
*f  jocular  production  into  rhyme.'*  However, 
I  confoled  myfelf,  by  remembering,  mould  it 
be  the  author's  pleafure  to  put  it  in  this  form, 
it  will  fuftain  no  lofs.  For  who  could  better 
clothe  it  in  verfe  than  he  who  has  already  fo 
well  exprefTed  himfelf  in  profe?  I  have  no 
doubt  but  your  majefty  has  fent  this  charming 
work  to  the  grand  and  mortal  enemy  of  bigotry, 
who  has  the  honour  of  being  fo  glorioufly  cele- 
brated by  the  philofopher  of  kings,  and  the 
king  of  philofophers.  Oh  Voltaire !  How  fweet 
and  confolatory  is  the  fatisfaftion  thou  enjoyeft ! 
Yet  I  envy  not  thy  happinefs ;  for  who  is  wor- 
thy to  partake  it  with  thee  ! 

This  fame  Voltaire  informs  me  that  your  ma- 
jefty has  fent  him  fome  delightful  verfes,  coming 
from  the  emperor  of  China.  Why  cannot  I 
refift  the  wim  to  pofTefs  them,  and  add  them  to 
the  jocular  production  I  have  received  ?  Shall  I 
be  guilty  of  indifcretion,  in  making  this  requeft 
to  your  majefty? 

I  perceived,  when  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
lend  your  dream,  that  it  certainly  is  no  ileepy 
tale.  You  had  not  received  the  tirefome,  pro- 
lix, philofophic  rhapfody,  in  which  I  made  fo 
feeble  a  reply  to  your  excellent  metaphyfical 

letter^ 
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letter,  of  the  ift  of  November.  Although  I  may 
not  reafon  fo  well  as  your  majefty  on  thefe 
thorny  fubje<5ts,  and  on  many  others,  I  have  at 
lead  the  fatisfaftion  of  perceiving  that  I  think 
nearly  as  you  do  ;  and  that  I  am  better  pleafed 
to  be  ignorant,  in  your  company,  than  in  poffef- 
fion  of  fo  much  knowledge,  in  that  of  the  author 
of  the  Syfteme  de  la  Nature,  on  fubjedts  concern- 
ing which  nothing  is  known. 

I  am  told,  your  majefty  at  prefent  is  poffefled 
of  a  telefcope,  by  M.  Begnelin ;  which  muft 
"be  excellent,  if  it  refemble  his  memoirs  on 
this  fubjecr,  which  I  have  lead  with  great  plea- 
fure  and  profit,  and  the  merit  of  which  I  am  the 
more  able  to  eftimate,  becaufe  I  have  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fuch  ftudies,  though  not  with  equal 
fuccefs.  This  academician,  fire,  is  highly  wor- 
thy of  your  majefty's  favour  and  protection. 

Be  pleafed,  fire,  to  accept,  with  your  ufual 
goodnefs,  the  ardent  prayers  I  offer  up  for  the 
prefervation  of  your  precious  life,  the  profperity 
of  your  undertakings,  and  that  you  may  enjoy 
that  glory  and  happinefs  which  your  majefty  fo 
much  merits. 

With  thefe  fentiments,  as  well  as  with  the 
tcndereft  and  moft  profound  refpeft,  which  I 
(hall  to  the  laft  figh  maintain, 

I  am,  &c. 
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LETTER      LXXII. 
From  M.  TfAlembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  February  i,  1771. 

A  MONTH  ago,  I  did  myfelf  the  ho- 
nour to  thank  your  majefty,  for  the  jocular, 
though  exceedingly  philofophic  dream,  you 
had  the  goodnefs  to  fend  me.  At  prefent,  I 
have  new  thanks  to  return,  not  for  your  dream, 
but  for  your  very  profound  letter;  of  which 
duty  I  mould  much  fooner  have  acquitted  my- 
felf, had  it  not  been  for  the  rheumatifm,  which 
for  a  fortnight  has  deprived  me  of  the  power 
of  writing,  and  the  effects  of  which  I  ftill  feel. 

The  more  1  reflect,  the  more,  to  my  great 
fatisfaction,  I  perceive  that  I  only  differ  from 
your  majefty  in  my  mode  of  expreffion,  relative 
to  the  exiftence  and  nature  of  a  Supreme  Being ; 
or  of  the  Being  called  God.  Your  majefty 
will  not  allow  him  to  be  purely  material* ; 

*  Were  it  not  for  the  context  it  would  be  difficult  to  fay 
what  idea  M.  D*Alembert  annexed  to  the  words  purement  ma- 
teriel ;  it  is  evident  he  difbelieved  the  exiftence  of  fpirit,  and 
that  he  fuppofed  thought  to  be  the  refult  of  organization. 
He  is  inaccurate  by  labouring  to  differ  as  little  as  poffible,  at 
lead  in  words,  from  the  king ;  and,  inftead  of  purely  material, 
he  means  matter  unorganized.  T. 

and 
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and  in  this  I  agree.  Neither  can  you  form  an 
idea  of  pure  fpirit ;  to  which  I  likewife  aflent. 
You  confequently  regard  God  as — the  Intelli- 
gence annexed  to  tbe  eternal  organization  of  exift- 
ing  worlds.  From  this  propofition  it  feems  to 
refult,  according  to  your  majefty,  that  God  is 
nothing  more  than  matter,  as  far  as  matter  is 
intelligent ;  to  which  I  can  fee  nothing  to  oppofe, 
lince  a  part  of  matter  is  certainly  intelligent, 
and  men  are  free  to  give  the  name  of  God  to 
matter,  as  far  as  matter  is  endowed  with  this 
attribute. 

I  am  perfectly  of  your  majefty's  opinion,  in 
your  definition  of  freedom.  I,  like  your  majefty, 
define  it  to  be — that  aft  of  our  will  which  enables 
us  to  choofe  between  different  proportions,  and  which 
determines  our  choice.  But  I  pretend,  and  it 
feems  to  me  your  majefty  does  not  difown, 
there  always  are  fome  motives  or  caufes,  which 
neceffarily  determine  us.  Nor  do  I  perceive 
that  the  contrary  is  proved,  by  the  remarks  of 
your  majefty.  Thofe  who  reiift  their  paffions, 
rcfift  from  motives  which  are  to  them  ftronger 
than  the  paffions  themfelves ;  and  exhortation, 
punimment,  and  reward,  when  men  are  deter- 
mined by  them,  occafion  this  determination ; 
becaufe  they  are  motives  more  powerful  than 
any  others  by  which  they  are  oppofcd.  Hence  I 

cannot 
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cannot  but  conclude  we  always  act  from  necef- 
fity,  though  voluntarily.  It  is  moft  voluntarily 
that  I  do  not  poifon  myfelf ;  yet  is  it  at  the  fame 
time  of  neceffity ;  becaufe  the  reafons  which  at 
this  moment  attach  me  to  life  are  ftronger  than 
thofe  which  might  detach  from  life. 

With  refpect  to  the  enquiry — Whether  the 
multitude  ought  to  have  a  rational  religion — 
as  unfortunately  I  cannot  bring  any  example  in 
proof,  while  your  majefty  can  adduce  the 
whole  furface  of  our  little  duft-heap,  I  am  much 
tempted  to  believe  you  are  right.  Did  the 
treaty  of  Weftphalia  admit  of  a  fourth  religion 
in  the  empire,  I  fhould  entreat  your  majefty  to 
build  a  fimple  temple,  at  Berlin,  or  at  Potfdam, 
in  which  God  might  be  honoured  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  himfelf ;  where  humanity  andjuftice 
mould  be  preached ;  and  if  the  crowd  did  not 
refort  to  this  temple,  after  an  experiment  of 
fome  years,  for,  to  gain  the  caufe  of  reafon, 
fome  years  would  be  neceflary,  your  majefty 
would  be  entirely  victorious :  nor  would  it  be 
the  firft  time. 

I  (hall  only  fpeak  a  word  on  Louis  XIV.  I 
perfectly  feel  how  much  your  majefty  is  obliged 
to  him,  for  his  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes; 
but,  as  advocate  for  France,  I  hope  your  majefty 
will  allow  that  this  fine  kingdom  ought  to  think 

differently 
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differently  on  the  fubjed.  I  know  not  whether 
philofophers  will  there  be  treated  as  heretics 
have  been  ;  but  I  know  that,  mould  fuch  a  time 
come,  the  flates  of  your  majefty  would  be  to 
them  the  mod  flattering  and  the  moft  glorious 
afylum,  and  that  your  bounty  would  afford  them 
the  beft  of  confolation. 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refpect,  and 
admiration  equal  to  my  gratitude,  &c. 

P.  S.  Permit  me,  fire,  to  add  a  work  which 
your  majefty  has  had  the  goodnefs  to  approve, 
in  manufcript,  and  to  which  I  have  made  fome 
additions. 


LETTER      LXXIII. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  March  6,  1771. 

A.BOUT  a  fortnight  fmce,  I  received 
fome  charming  verfes  from  your  majefty,  ad- 
drelTed  to  your  comrade  in  royalty  and  philo- 
fophy,  the  emperor,  or  the  king  of  China.  My 
firft  duty  is  humbly  to  return  thanks  to  your 
majefty,  for  your  goodnefs,  in  acceding  to  the 

defire 
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defire  I  had  indicated  to  read  thefe  verfes,  after 
the  praifes  beftowed  on  them  by  the  patriarch  of 
French  poetry.     But  I  am  ftill  greater  thanks  in 
your  majefty's  debt,  for  the  pleafure  which  this 
reading  has  afforded  me ;  nor  can  I  refufe  my- 
felf  that  of  thus  alluring  your    majefty  of  its 
reality :    though  I  perceive,  by  the  charming 
and  philofophic  letter  which  accompanies  your 
poem,  that  you  are  fufpicious  of  praife,  even 
when  coming  from  a  mathematician,  who  never 
praifed  where  he  did  not  efteem.     But  the  beft 
manner  of  praifmg,   that  is  to  fay,  the  moft 
fimple,  is  to  praife  by  our  actions;  and  I  (hall 
juft  obferve  to  your  majefty  that,  even  at  the 
mil  reading  of  your  excellent  epiftle,  I  remem- 
bered, in  my  own  defpite,  a  great  number  of 
the  lines ;  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  the  merit 
of  poetry  is  to  be  remembered.    In  my  opinion, 
this  is  an  infallible  touchftone  of  its  worth.     I 
therefore,  fire,  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  mathe- 
matician as  I  am,  that  your  verfes  are  excellent; 
fince  a  brain  loaded  with  x  y  and  z  has  ftill 
room  for  them :  and,  on  this  fubjecl:,  I  ihall 
be— 

Dur  comme  un  geomltre  enfes  opinions  *. 

I  perceive  your  majefty  has  always  a  la(h  in 
ftore  for  geometry.     I  fhall  anfwer  you  as  the 

*  As  pofitive  in  opinion  as  a  mathematician. 

regent 
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regent  duke  of  Orleans  did  one  of  his  miftrefics, 
who  fpoke  againft  God — "  You  might  as  well 
"  be  filent,  madam,  for  you  (hall  be  faved." — 
Your  majefty  might  as  well  be  filent  too,  for 
you  are  more  of  a  mathematician  than  you  fuf- 
ped,  or  than  many  who  pretend  fo  to  be.  All 
juft,  precife,  and  clear  minds  appertain  to  geo- 
metry ;  in  which  quality  we  hope,  fire,  you  will 
do  us  the  honour  to  be  one  of  us ;  for  this  is  an 
engagement  you  long  fince  figned  and  fealed  to, 
by  your  writings. 

In  return  for  the  excellent  poetry  your  majefty 
fends  me,  I  take  the  liberty  to  inclofe  fome  poor 
profe,  which  I  have  fcribbled.  I  mean  the  dif- 
courfe  and  the  dialogue  I  had  the  honour  to  read 
in  the  prefence  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Swe- 
den; the  one  at  the  academy  of  fciences,  and  the 
other  at  the  French  academy.  I  had  occafion, 
in  the  difcourfe,  to  render  that  homage  to  your 
majefty  which  the  fciences,  letters,  and  philo- 
fophy  long  have  owed  you,  for  the  protection 
with  which  you  have  honoured  them,  and  the 
excellent  works  by  which  you  have  contributed 
to  their  progrefs.  I  muft  do  the  academicians 
the  juftice  to  fay  their  applaufe,  at  this  part  of 
my  difcourfe,  was  unanimous.  In  fact,  I  did 
'but  feebly  exprefs,  though  with  all  the  force 
and  troth  of  which  I  was  capable,  the  profound 

fentimemr 
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fentiments  of  admiration,  gratitude,  and  refpect, 
with  which  all  Frenchmen  of  letters  are  pene- 
trated for  your  majefty. 

Your  worthy  nephew,  the  king  of  Sweden, 
feems  defirous  to  march  in  your  fteps:  nor 
could  he  form  himfelf  on  a  finer  model.  He 
bears  with  him,  from  France,  the  univerfal 
efteem  and  attachment  of  all  thofe  who  have 
had  the  honour  to  approach  his  prefence.  His 
fudden  departure  has  deprived  me  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  paying  my  court  to  him,  except  mo- 
mentarily ;  but  his  kindnefs  has  penetrated  me 
with  gratitude.  It  is  faid  he  is  to  have  an  inter- 
view with  your  majefty,  as  he  pafles  through 
Magdeburg ;  that  he  has  things  to  relate,  con- 
cerning what  he  has  feen;  and  fubjects  of  re- 
fleilion  for  your  majefty,  in  part  afflicting,  in 
part  pleafant,  but  always  philofophic,  and 
fuch,  in  a  word,  as  you  are  accuftomed  to 
make.  •",'." ' 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refpect,  and 
mathematical  attachment,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER     LXXIV. 

From  the  King. 

,0*i)*a*di5*>g  v;ii-:o»r 

March  13,  1771. 
T 
1  Occafionally  amufe  myfelf  with  fubjeds 

of  pleafantry,  that  I  may  enliven  the  fterility  of 
philofophy ;  but,  lince  you  lead  me  back  into 
the  facred  temple  in  which  our  ignorance  fliine* 
moft,  I  follow. 

You  begin  by  propofing  an  alarming  fubje<5r. ; 
no  lefs  than  God  himfelf,  incomprehenfible  to  a 
being  limited  as  I  am,  and  of  whom  I  can  form 
no  idea,  except  by  comparing  him  to  an  orga- 
nized body,  that  enjoys  the  power  of  thought. 
I  contemplate  the  whole  organization  of  the  imi- 
verfe,  and  fay  to  myfelf — "  If  thou  who  art  but 
"  a  worm,  being  animated,  canft  think,  why 
"  Ihould  not  thofe  immenfe  bodies  which  are 
"  in  perpetual  motion  be  productive  of  thought, 
re  much  fnperior  to  thine  r" 

This  appears  to  me  very  probable;  but  I 
have  not  the  vanity  to  prefume,  like  the  ancient 
ftoics,  that  our  foul  is  an  emanation  from  that 
great  Being,  and  which,  after  death,  it  {hall 
rejoin.  For  God  is  not  divifible ;  and  men  arc 
guilty  of  folly,  which  God  is  not.  In  fine,  the 
eternal  and  divine  nature  cannot  nor  ought  not 
4  to 


CORRESPONDENCE.          239 

to  communicate  with  perifhable  beings,  and 
creatures  whofe  exiftence  has  not  the  duration 
of  a  moment,  compared  with  eternity  !  Such  is 
my  confeflion  of  faith,  and  what  I  have  been 
able  to  combine  leaft  abfurd,  on  a  fubject  which 
never  has  been  underftood,  fmce  the  world  was 
a  world. 

You  hence  conduct  me  into  paths  equally 
thorny ;  and  I  think  I  perceive  fome  mifunder- 
ftanding  which,  being  rectified,  will  immediately 
make  us  agree.  If  you  by  necejjlty  underftand 
the  fame  thing  as  I  do  by  adequate  caufe,  here 
ends  our  difpute.  However,  I  have  ftill  fome 
remarks  to  make.  We  muft  not  imagine  that 
all  men  are  determined  becaufe  they  have  firft 
well  weighed  the  oppofing  reafons;  there  are 
animals  found,  among  thefe  unfeathered  bipeds, 
who  decide  from  the  firft  dictates  of  the  imagi- 
nation. I  was  acquainted  with  a  duke  of  Meck- 
lenburg who  addicted  himfelf  to  rhabdomancy. 
Thefe  things  prove  that  all  people  are  not  actu- 
ated by  the  fame  motives ;  and  that  reafon  is 
confined  to  the  guidance  of  thofe  who  are  cal- 
led the  moft  fage.  If  you  perfift  to  call  that 
neceffity  which  I  call  reafon,  our  conteft  is 
ended.  But,  if  you  fuppofe  the  reality  of  the 
doctrine  of  fate  (or  predeftination)  which  makes 
us  act  like  puppets,  1  thall  find  fome  trouble  in 

becoming 
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becoming  one  of  thefe  puppets,  in  my  old 
age. 

You  muft  be  allowed  to  difapprove  the  revo- 
cation of  the  edift  of  Nantes ;  though  feveral  of 
the  perfons  profcribed,  by  Le  Tellier,  made 
great  fortunes,  in  the  countries  they  chofe  for 
their  afylum.  Not  to  mention  that  France  is 
too  populous.  In  the  temples  of  thefe  refugees, 
the  religion  you  propofe  is  in  part  found.  Moral 
difcourfes  are  only  preached  there,  and  opinions 
are  left  to  fl  umber,  concealed  in  the  thoufands 
of  volumes  written  on  fuch  fubjeds,  which  are 
now  no  longer  read. 

I  am  perfuaded  that  a  fanatic  philofopher  is 
the  greateft  of  all  pofiible  monfters,  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  moft  inconfiftent  animal  earth 
ever  produced.  I  fatisfy  myfelf  therefore  with 
fuffering  no  conftraint,  concerning  the  little 
which  my  fmall  quantity  of  faith  will  permit 
me  to  believe ;  and,  far  from  making  converts^ 
I  leave  each  being  free  to  build  his  fyftem,  ac- 
cording to  his  good  pleafure.  You  have  now 
my  confeffion  entire.  May  you  polTefs  health  and 
content. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 

P.  S.   The  affair  you  recommended  to  me, 
relating  to  a  canonefs  of  Cleves,  does  not  de- 
fend 
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pcnd  on  me;  for  there  are  laws  and  foundation- 
rules,  which  cannot  be  departed  from. 


LETTER.       LXXV. 

From  the  King. 

April  4,  I??*- 

lOU  beftow  more  praifes  on  the  anfwer 
of  the  emperor  of  China  to  Voltaire  than  it  de- 
ferves.  Though  a  poet,  this  good  emperor 
is  in  want  of  a  fecretary  to  labour  for  him,  when 
he  has  any  affairs  to  treat  of  with  the  people  of 
the  Eaft;  and,  as  I  have  the  honour  to  ferve 
him  in  this  capacity,  I  'have  endeavoured  to  ex- 
prefs  the  fentiments  of  this  puiflant  monarch,  in 
the  Gallic  tongue.  He  has  become  acquainted 
with  fome  mathematical  Jefuits ;  and,  as  he 
found  them  all  pofitive  in  their  opinions,  he 
thence  too  haftily  concluded  that  geometricians 
are  unanimoufly  pertinacious*  But  I  hope  to 
cure  him  of  this  prejudice  •>  efpecially  if  he  will 
take  the  trouble  to  read  the  trial  of  Newton  and 
Leibnitz,  on  the  difcovery  of  fluxions  ;  and  the 
writings  of  the  great  Bernouilli  and  his  brother, 
who  fent  each  other  challenges  for  the  folution 
VOL.  xr.  R  of 
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of  problems.  It  were  to  be  wiQied  that  no 
perfon  mould  be  pofitive  in  opinion  hereafter, 
mathematicians  excepted.  No  man  would  fuffer 
harm,  whether  the  catenaria  be  or  be  not  appli* 
cable  to  the  balance  of  a  watch ;  but,  when  opi- 
nions are  in  agitation  which  executioners  main- 
tain by  death  and  unheard-of  cruelties,  inftead  of 
argument,  it  is  no  longer  a  joke  -,  and  you  have 
flill  fome  fuch  reafoners  in  France,  who  would  in- 
dulge in  all  the  fire  of  fanaticifm,  if  they  could 
•with  impunity.  I  have  heard  fome  very  melan- 
choly accounts  of  this  kind,  but  which  powerful 
reafons  forbid  me  to  publifh. 

I  have  read  your  difcourfe,  and  the  dialogue 
of  Defcartes.  I  thank  you  for  having  men- 
tioned my  name  in  a  company  of  philofophers, 
among  whom  my  ignorance  ought  to  place  me 
beyond  the  ambition  of  praife.  The  dialogue 
of  Defcartes  is  a  finimed  work,  and  the  more 
admirable  becaufe  the  fubject  was  oppolite  to 
the  perfon  to  whom  it  was  applied,  and  the 
praife  was  ingenious,  well  imagined  and  true. 
.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  king  of  Sweden, 
but  I  mall  be  glad  to  fee  him,  for  I  have 
heard  him  applauded  by  perfons  well  read  in 
mankind.  He  need  but  imitate  himielf,  and 
continue  as  he  has  begun.  But  what  a  country 
is  Sweden,  for  the  arts  !  One  of  its  moft  learned 

A      men 
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men  affirms  that  the  loft  paradife  is  difcovered 
in  Scania*,  and  a  botanift,  one  Linn^us,  affirms 
horfes  and  men  are  of  the  fame  fpecies  -f.  I 
know  not  the  name  of  another  madman,  who 
conjures  up  ghofts  J  and  converfes  with  the 
fpirits  of  the  dead.  On  examining  fuch  a  race, 
we  mould  fay  that  never  could  philofopher  like 
Defcartes  have  fet  foot  in  Sweden.  Either  he 
underftood  mental  agriculture  ill,  or  the  feeds 
which  he  fowed  have  ftrangely  .degenerated. 

Thofe  who  mean  to  honour  queen  Chriftina, 
for  her  abdication,  begin  by  affirming  that, 
indignant  at  the  want  of  knowledge  and  the 
favage  manners  of  the  Swedes  of  her  time,  (he 
preferred  a  private  life,  among  a  civilized  and 
ingenious  people,  to  the  pleafure  of  reigning, 
where  (he  could  not  efteein.  As  for  the  prefent 
king,  if  I  lay  my  money  it  (hall  be  that  he  will 
not  abdicate  for  any  fuch  reafons.  He  will  no 
doubt  attempt  to  enlighten  the  north,  and  to 
promote  the  love  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  that 
they  may  afcend  the  throne  ufurped  by  ancient 

*  Le  Paradis  perdu  s'efl  trouve  en  Scanie.  The  king  here 
indulges  a  play  upon  words.  T. 

•j-  His  majefty  had  been  told  fomething,  and  he  did  not  ex- 
aftly  recollect  what.  D'Alembert  could  not  but  (mile  at  one 
Linnteus.  T. 

£  Swedenborg.         T. 

R  2  prejudices 
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prejudices  and  Gothic  pedantry,  from  which  the 
univerfities  of  this  country  are  not  yet  freed. 

A  political  teftament,  under  the  name  of  Vol- 
taire, is  circulated  here  by  fome  wag,  who  muft 
have  collected  his  opinions,  and  has  certainly, 
forged  it  according  to  his  own  fancy.  I  (hall 
be  much  furprifed  fliould  no  anonymous  author 
think  proper  to  write  in  the  name  of  poor  D'Ar- 
gens,  and  regale  us  with  a  work  which  he  will 
have  compofed  in  the  Elyfian  fields.  I  truly 
regret  him ;  he  was  an  honeft  man  and  a  real 
philofopher,  pofleiTed  of  much  knowledge,  of 
which  he  knew  how  to  make  ufe.  His  flyle 
was  fometimes  troubled  with  a  diarrhoea,  and 
it  was  his  indolence  that  prevented  him  from 
correcting  the  works  he  publimed.  Scarcely 
had  he  fmiflhed  a  meet  before,  without  reading 
it,  he  fent  it  to  the  bookfeller.  If  any  one  would 
•'take  the  trouble  to  felect,  excellent  things  might 
b.e  collected  from  his  works.  But  a  man  may 
be  both  loquacious  and  virtuous ;  and  the  laft 
quality  is  fuperior  to  every  other.  It  is  a  fine 
varnim  which  conceals  many  fpots  that  are  but 
too  abundant  in  the  picture  of  humanity. 

I  hope  you  have  lefs  fevere  weather  at  Paris 
than  we  have  here,  and  that  you  enjoy  perfect 
health  of  body,  and  unfhaken  peace  of  mind. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 

LET- 
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From  M.  T?  Alembert. 

Paris,  April  2 1, 

I  RECEIVED  almoft  at  the  fame  time 
the  two  letters  with  which  your  majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  honour  me.  My  firft  care  was  to 
conform,  if  poffible,  to  the  with  which  your  ma- 
jefty teftified,  in  the  fecond  of  thefe  letters,  that 
I  fliould  procure  fome  one  of  the  fables  of  the 
duke  de  Nivernois.  As  he  was  not  then  at 
Paris,  I  wrote  to  him  immediately,  and  take  the 
liberty  to  fend  your  majefty  the  anfwer  he  re- 
turned me.  I  greatly  regret  my  want  of  fuc- 
cefs  j  but  I  can  in  part  inform  your  majefty  of 
the  manner  of  thefe  fables,  which  are  rather  in 
the  ftyle  of  thofe  of  De  la  Motte  than  of  any 
other  fabulift;  but  better  written,  and  with 
more  tafte. 

I  am  highly  flattered  by  the  approbation  your 
majefty  has  the  goodnefs  to  beftow  on  the  two 
(hort  works  I  did  myfelf  the  honour  to  fend. 
You  feem  to  prefer  the  dialogue  to  the  difcourfe, 
and  I  {hall  take  care  not  to  appeal  from  your 
judgment.  I  (hail,  however,  be  free  enough  to 
own  tke  difcourfe  is  more  dear  to  me  than  the 
R  3  dialogue ; 
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dialogue;   the  reafon  of  which  I  would  wifh 
your  majefty  to  divine. 

It  feems  to  me  that  the  fubject  of  our  little 
controverfy,  or  metaphyfical  difcuffion,  is  ex- 
haufted ;  and  farther  to  weary  your  majefty 
would  but  be  faftidious.  All  things  well  con- 
fidered,  I  perceive  1  differ  but  little  from  you ; 
and  this  little  difference  is  neceffary,  for  the 
honour  of  metaphyfical  obfcurity.  The  points 
moft  eflential,  as  your  majefty  well  remarks,  are 
to  feel  and  confefs  that  our  feeble  underftand- 
ings  cannot  penetrate  into  fuch  fubjecls;  and 
efpecially  that  we  mould  not  wim  to  maintain, 
by  executioners  and  faggots,  what  fcarcely  can 
be  fupported  by  frail  arguments.  Philofophy 
might  probably  fuffer  this  wretched  fate  in 
France,  if  as  we  are  threatened  the  Jefuits  mould 
be  recalled.  The  parliament,  by  which  they 
were  expelled,  has  been  banifhed  in  turn.  It 
was  but  little  more  tolerant  or  more  favourable 
to  philofophy  than  the  fons  of  Loyola  were; 
but,  if  this  jefuitical  cohort  mould  re-enter 
France,  and  the  madnefs  of  revenge  and  the 
atrocity  of  fanaticifm  fliould  combine,  God 
knows  what  would  become  of  philofophy  ! 

J  join  your  majefty  in  regret  for  the  death  of 
the  poor  marquis.  His  literary  merit  cannot 
be  eftimated  with  greater  juftice  than  it  has 

been 
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been  by  your  majefty,  in  what  you  have  faid 
concerning  his  works,  and  his  ftyle :  but  the 
tender  and  refpe&ful  attachment  which  I  have 
continually  feen  him  entertain,  for  your  majefty, 
will  always  render  his  memory  dear  to  me.  He 
is  freed  from  the  ills  of  life ;  and,  as  Fontenelle 
laid,  from  the  difficulty  of  exiftence.  I  imagine 
I  (hall  foon  follow,  for  I  feel  myfelf  fenfibly 
weakened ;  and,  without  abfolutely  riding  port 
to  the  next  world,  I  continue  my  journey  by 
Ihort  ftages.  M,  de  Mairan,  like  me  a  mem- 
ber both  of  the  French  academy  and  of  the  aca- 
demy of  fciences,  is  lately  dead,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-three.  I  mould  be  forry  to  live  fo  long, 
for  I  have  no  reafon  to  hope  old  age  \vou(d  to 
me  be  equally  mild,  and  healthy. 

Voltaire  drags  on  life,  and  writes  dill.  That 
his  mind  mould  be  capable  of  fq  much  labour 
is  very  aftonifhing  ;  but  that  your  majefty  mould 
fo  long  be  equal  to  fo  many  glorious  and  ufeful 
works  is  a  recollection  by  which  I  am  infinitely 
more  interefted.  Letters  in  particular  have  more 
than  ever  need  of  you.,  and  of  that  protection 
you  afford.  May  this  long  be  continued. 

Such  are  the  prayers  I  mall  inceflantly  make, 
till  the  laft  breath  of  life  :  they  do  but  exprefs 
the  fentiments  of  gratitude,  admiration,  and 
profound  refpeft,  with  which,  &c. 

R4  LET- 
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LETTER      LXXVII. 

From  the  King. 

May  7,  1771. 

IT  is  pity  that  the  duke  de  Nivernois 
fhould  deprive  the  public  of  his  productions. 
The  fciences  never  are  fo  much  encouraged  as 
when,  without  blulhing,  they  are  cultivated  by 
the  great.  The  duke  de  Nivernois  is  at  prefent 
the  only  perfon,  among  the  firft  nobility,  who 
unites  knowledge  and  talents,  at  a  time  when 
the  arts  feem  to  have  loft  much  of  their  refpeft 
in  France.  He  might  raife  and  redeem  them 
from  the  vulgar.  I  am  lorry  his  extreme  cir- 
cumfpection  mould  prevent  him  from  thus  en- 
couraging the  public.  But  each'  man  fliould  be 
free  to  aft  as  he  thinks  proper ;  though  it  is 
ufually  affirmed  that  the  virtues  of  Cenobites  are 
of  no  benefit  to  fociety;  and  the  fame  may  be 
faid  of  good  works,  which  never  fee  the  light. 

When  I  expofe  my  fentiments,  on  our  philo- 
fophical  and  metaphyfical  diflertations,  to  the 
Anaxagoras  of  the  age,  it  is  rather  that  I  mould 
gain  information  than  that  he  mould  be  refuted. 
The  queftion  I  have  ventured  to  examine  is  in 
jtfelf  fo  abftrad  that  it  efcapes  human  refearch  ; 

and 
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and  miftakes  of  fuch  a  kind  are  of  no  ill  confe- 
quence.  Let  us  confole  ourfelves,  my  dear 
b'Alembert,  by  recollecting  we  are  not  alone 
condemned  to  remain  ignorant  of  the  Divine 
Nature.  Were  that  ignorance  the  greateft  of 
pur  misfortunes,  we  might  to  this  be  eafily  re- 
conciled. I  often  recollect  that  the  EnglilH 
poet  fays — 

^'  Fof  a&ion  form'd  will  man  pretend  to  think  ?"  * 

I  cannot  defcribe  how  much  I  am  amufed  by 
yonr  countrymen.  A  nation  fo  addicted  to  no- 
velty is  inceffantly  preferring  me  with  new 
fcenes.  To-day  the  Jefuits  are  expelled  ;  to- 
morrow confeffional  billets  are  in  vogue ;  the 
next  day  the  parliament  is  banimed,  and  the 
Jefuits  are  recalled  :  not  to  mention  that  every 
three  months  the  miniftry  is  changed.,  France 
furnifhes  fubject  for  converfation  to  all  Europe. 
If  Providence  thought  of  me,  while  creating  the 
world  (fuppofing  it  to  have  done  this  act)  Pro- 
vidence certainly  formed  thefe  people  for  my 
recreation. 

However  I  do  not  think  the  Jefuits  will  be 
recalled.  The  king  imagines  they  are  partici- 
pators in  the  crime  of  Damiens,  which  is  no  rea- 

*  Not  recolle&ing  the  line  to  which  he  alludes,  I  have 
tranflated  the  words  of  the  king.  T. 

fon 
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fon  why  the  kingdom  fliould  again  be  infected 
by  fuch  vermin.  We  muft  not  look,  with  too 
jaundiced  an  eye.  Should  the  worft  happen> 
does  not  Pruffia  offer  you  a  ready  afylum  ?  Did 
not  Defcartes  take  refuge  in  Holland,  and  after- 
ward in  Sweden,  to  conceal  himfelf  from  the 
perfecutions  of  his  countrymen?  Would  not 
Galileo  have  acted  prudently  to  have  fled  from 
Italy,  and  p  have  efcaped  from  the  prilons  in 
which  he  was  detained  by  the  Inquifition  ?  The 
country  of  the  philofopher  is  that  in  which  he 
can  be  fafe,  and  philofophife  in  repofe.  His 
native  kingdom  becomes  inimical  to  him,  as 
foon  as  he  there  fuffers  perfecution. 

I  have  feen  the  king  of  Sweden,  as  he  pafled 
through  Pruffia.  He  loves  France,  but  quits  it 
to  afcend  the  throne.  He  is  very  amiable  and 
well  informed,  but  he  will  find  fufficient  to  ex- 
ercife  his  patience  at  home.  Sweden  is  a  terri- 
ble country  to  govern. 

Alexis  Orloff,  the  Lacedaemonian,  who  has 
made  war  in  the  Peloponnefus  and  the  Medi- 
terranean, has  been  here  and  left  me  a  curious 
morfel,  which  he  met  with  at  Venice :  may  it 
contribute  to  your  edification,  and  to  that  of  the 
flock !  £i*ij.' 

Rid  yourfelf  of  the  fpleen,  my  deaf  D'  Alem- 
bert.  It  is  better  for  us  to  laugh  than  to  weep 

at 
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at  the  follies  of  mankind.  Cherifti  cheerful 
ideas,  and  diflipate  your  gloom.  If  you  wifti 
to  be  merry,  come  hither.  Such  is  my  defire, 
and  to  this  I  exhort  you.  Here  you  will  live  in 
tranquillity  and  content. 


LETTER      LXXVIII. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  June  14,  1771, 

JL  HOSE  philofophers  who  love  to  laugh, 
and  laughing  will  not  render  them  lefs  philofo- 
phers, are  much  indebted  to  the  abbe  Nicolini, 
for  having  procured  them  the  edificatory  brief 
of  God's  earthly  vicar,  to  the  pontiff  of  his  am- 
baflador,  Mahomet.  Not  that  I  am  aftoniQied 
at  their  prefent  good  intelligence :  for,  in  my 
opinion,  the  Imans  and  the  Muftis,  of  all  feels, 
are  better  formed  for  mutual  fupport  than  they 
are  imagined  to  be.  Their  common  end  is  to 
.  fubjugate  the  poor  human  race,  by  fuperflition ; 
and  their  chief  difference  is  in  the  kind  of  bridle, 
with  which  they  curb  the  animal.  They  may 
fay  to  each  other,  like  the  phyficians  of  Moliere 
-*-"  Let  me  vomit  the  patient,  and  you  ihall 

"  bleed 
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*c  bleed  him."  But  I  fufpeft  the  moft  reverend 
father  in  God,  Ganganelli,  keeps  a  fecretary  to 
draw  out  his  briefs,  who  is  more  cunning  than 
himfelf,  and  who  mocks  at  what  the  cordelier 
Pope  dictates.  It  is  even  afferted  that  this 
fecretary  is  ready  to  play  the  Chriftian  church 
a  trick,  by  reconciling  the  heretical  and  the  un- 
circumcifcd,  who  cut  each  others  throats  with- 
out knowing  why.  True  it  is,  this  ill  trick  to 
the  Chriftian  church  would  be  a  very  good  turn 
done  to  humanity  ;  by  whom  the  fecretary  will 
be  blefled,  and  thanked,  for  not  fatisfying  him- 
felf  with  making  philofophers  laugh,  but  who 
endeavours  to  dry  up  the  tears  of  miferable 
multitudes. 

Your  majefty  does  that  pleafant  nation  the 
French  the  honour  to  laugh  at  its  expence, 
and  to  imagine  it  created  for  your  recreation. 
Though  a  good  Frenchman,  I  allow  you  have 
caufe  for  your  mirth,  I  know  not  whether  good 
or  ill  tf  ill  be  the  refult  of  what  is  paffing  here,  but 
I  mould  be  very  much  at  eafe  mould  your  ma- 
jefty's  prophecy  be  accomplimed,  relative  to 
thofe  vermin,  the  Jefuits;  and  if  letters,  philo- 
fophy,  and  the  ftate  mould  not  have  the  misfor- 
tune to  behold  them  here  once  more.  I  am 
not  lefs  interefted  on  another  fubjeft.  All  that 
j  ihould 


CORRESPONDENCE.  253 

(bould  happen  would  be  tolerably  indifferent  to 
me — 

Si  de  qutlque  argent  frals nous  av^ons  le  fecours*; 

As  Crifpn  lays  in  the  comedy.  But  I  fear 
it  will  be  more  difficult  to  recal  the  money  into 
our  purfes  than  the  Jefuits  into  the  kingdom. 
For  my  own  part,  1  have  for  thefe  fix  months 
fubliiled  on  your  majefty's  benefactions ;  and, 
inftead  of  faying  the  Benedicite  every  day,  my 
grace  before  meat  is — May  God  preferve  Fre- 
deric ! 

It  muft  be  owned,  when  we  perceive  the  ad- 
mirable manner  in  which  this  beft  of  poffible 
worlds  is  governed,  we  are  exceedingly  tempted 
to  believe  in  Providence  !  Could  1  however  re- 
cover my  ftomach,  or  procure  ileep,  half  my 
evils  would  vanifh  ;  but  my  nights  and  days  are 
deflined  to  pafs  in  almoft  equal  gloom.  Pa- 
tience and  rcfignation,  to  the  will  of  Nature,  are 
necelfary.  But,  whether  thinking,  vegetating, 
dining,  fading,  ileeping,  or  waking,  there  is 
one  fentiment  which  never  {lumbers  in  my 
hear; ;  the  fentiment  of  eternal  gratitude  to- 
ward your  majefty,  of  the  admiration  which  I 
feel  inceffantly  renewed,  and  of  the  profound 
refped  with  which,  during  life,  I  thall,  &c. 

*  Had  we  but  fome  ready  money. 

LET- 
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•  c,:  J  .r.  :-'.•'    ; 

LETTER     LXXIX. 

From  the  King. 

July  25,  1771, 

I  A  M  glad  that  the  philofopfcers  of  Partis 
neither  refemble  *  *  *,  who  never  laughs,  nor 
the  Rofinante  of  Don  Quixote,  that  never  gal- 
loped but  once  during  life.  The  Pope,  the 
Mufti,  the  Dervifes,  and  the  Monks  are,  in  the 
prefent  age,  fubjects  for  men's  diverfion ;  time 
has  been  when  their  prefence  excited  men's 
groans.  I  know  not  whether  the  correfpondence 
between  God's  vicegerent,  at  Rome,  and  the 
fucceffor  of  Mahomet,  at  Conftantinople,  be 
well  authenticated  •,  but,  if  they  did  not  write 
what  is  attributed  to  them,  they  ought  fo  to  have 
written.  Their  trade  being  the  fame,  the  fale 
of  their  drugs  and  rivalihip  only  could  render 
them  enemies.  The  combatants  of  the  cref- 
cent,  and  the  warriors  of  the  Hyperborean 
feas,  are  more  difficult  to  be  reconciled  than 
priefts ;  it  is  however  to  be  hoped  that  fome 
kind-hearted  perfons  will  re-eftablim  peace  be- 
tween them. 

Thus,  you  fee,  war  is  one  of  the  ingredients 
which  heceffarily  enters  into  the  compofition  of 

this 
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this  wretched  earth.  From  the  year  i734>  Eu- 
rope has  beheld  one  perpetual  fucceffion  of  wars : 
that  of  1740,  which  continued  to  1748;  that 
of  1756,  to  1763  ;  and  that  between  the  Ruf- 
fians and  Turks,  which  began  in  1769,  and 
which  ftill  rages.  Spain  has  been  on  the  point 
of  breaking  with  England.  In  fine,  ten  /years 
feldom  pafs  away  during  which  Europe  is  fuf- 
fered  to  enjoy  continual  peace. 

The  French,  who  find  confolation  in  a  fong, 
exclaim  »  little,  when  war  obliges  them  to  raife 
new  taxes;  but  thefe,  after  a  few  witticifms,  are 
forgotten.  Thus,  by  a  happy  effect  of  levity, 
the  inclination  they  have  to  be  merry  is  ftronger 
ihan  all  the  reafons  they  find  for  affliction.  A' 
kingdom  fo  rich  as  France  is,  with  refources 
fo  immenfe  that  the  depredations  of  multitudes 
of  financiering  banditti  have  nt>t  been  able  to 
exhauft  its  wealth,  cannot  want  money;  and 
the  oldeft  king  in  chriftendom  muft  poflefs 
more  confiderable  treafures  than  ever  were 
collected  by  Montezuma,  or  the  Mogul  em- 
perors. I  will  therefore  venture  to  fuppofe  that 
the  philofophers  of  Paris  laugh  'at  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  mores  of  the  Baltic,  when  they 
mention  die  want  of  fpecie.  We  Pruffians, 
Danes,  and  Swedes,  are  the  beggars  of  Eu- 
rope ;  fovages,  little  better  than  barbarians,  who 

are 
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are  half  blind,  and  who  awkwardly  imitate  the 
arts  of  polifhed  nations.  It  was  well  faid,  by 
father  Bouhours,  that  good  fenfe  might,  pof- 
fibly,  but  that  wit  could  not,  exift  any  where, 
except  in  France.  You  are  in  the  country  of 
El  Dorado,  wh^re  the  rocks  are  gold,  and  the 
flints  diamonds ;  yet,  opulent  as  you  are,  you 
complain  of  nbt  being  in  the  celeflial  Jerufalem, 
which  is  {till  fuperior  to  the  country  of  El 
Dorado. 

Read  the  age  of  Louis  XIV.  and  there  be- 
hold how  the  arts  have  been  honoured  in 
France,  and  the  decifive  protection  which  was 
granted  them,  by  this  fovereign.  Satirized  as 
that  age  has  been,  you  cannot  but  obferve  what 
care  is  at  prefent  taken  that  the  prefent  age 
fhould  not,  in  turn,  be  fatirized^  by  pofterity. 
I  humbly  therefore  requeft  the  great  philofopher 
to  condefcend  to  teach  me  an  entire  new  method 
to  gain  the  approbation  of  all  people,  in 'all  ages. 
He  will  greatly  oblige  me,  by  enlightening  my 
Gothic  ignorance,  on  a  fubject  fo  interefling ; 
and  I  afiure  him  he  (hall  enjoy  the  whole  honour 
of  the  difcovery* 

I  have  read  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Ency- 
clopedic queftions,  by  Voltaire,  among  which  I 
am  very  much  furprifed  to  find  a  fierce  attack 
topon  Maupertuis.     There  is  fomething  fo  cow- 
ardly 
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ardly  in  calumniating  the  dead,  fo  unworthy 
in  blackening  the  memory  of  men  of  merit,  and 
fomething  in  this  proceeding  which  denotes  ven-  . 
geance  fo  implacable,  fo  atrocious,  that  I  almoft 
repent  of  the  ftatue  that  has  been  erected.  How 
is  it  poffible  that  fo  much  genius  can  be  allied 
to  fo  much  perverfity  !  I  own  it  gives  me  great 
pain.  You,  who  have  a  good  heart,  ought  to 
remonftfate  to  Voltaire,  concerning  his  conduct, 
which  is  more  injurious  to  himfelf  than  to  Mau- 
pertuis.  I  cannot  but  confefs  I  am  weary  of 
continually  finding  the  names  of  Maupertuis", 
Desfontaines,  Freron,  Le  Franc  de  Pompignan, 
the  poet  Roufleau,  and  Abraham  Chaumeix,  in 
his  works.  Abufe  fo  often  repeated  difgufts  the 
reader,  and  too  much  unmafks  the  heart  of  Vol- 
taire. This  is  mournful,  not  pleafant. 

The  poor  Vandals  of  thefe  diftricts  falute  the 
philofopher  of  modern  Athens,  the  Anaxa- 
goras  of  Paris,  and  recommend  themfelves 
to  his  protection,  and  his  prayers.  They  en- 
treat they  may  participate  in  his  pious  works, 
as,  Vandals  though  they  are,  they  participate  in 
the  prayers  of  the  good  Jefuits.  By  thefe  means 
there  can  be  no  fear  of  Paradife.  A  geometri- 
cian on  one  fide,  and  a  Jefu.it  on  the  other,  if 
we  do  not  travel  faft  then,  when  fhall  we  ?  Pre- 
ferve  your  cheerfulnefs,  laugh  with  Democritus, 

VOL.  xi.  S  enjoy 
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enjoy  life,  keep  yourfelf  in  good  health,  and  be 
certain  that  no  perfon  is  more  interefted  in 
your  welfare  than  the  folitary  Vandal  of  Sans 
Souci. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


LETTER     LXXX. 

From  M.  &  Alembert . 

SIRE,  Paris,  Auguft  17,  1771. 

IHE  letter  your  majefty  did  me  the  ho- 
nour to  write,  in  anfwer  to  my  lamentations  on 
the  prefent  (late  of  the  French  finances,  recals  to 
my  mind  the  fable  of  the  ant,  that  was  well  pro- 
vided with  all  kinds  of  ftores,  and  mocked  the 
poor  grafshopper  for  not  being  equally  careful. 
A  kingdom  like  France,  fay  you,  never  can  want 
money.  Perhaps  fo  :  but,  if  the  god  Plutus 
have  not  entirely  taken  his  leave  of  us,  he  has 
at  leaft  fo  carefully  concealed  himfelf  that  his 
retreat  will  with  difficulty  be  difcovered.  The 
abbe  Terrai,  our  comptroller  general,  is  exert- 
ing himfelf  in  the  fearch,  but  to  no  effect.  I 
know  not  how  far  father  Bouhours  might  be 
right  when  he  pretended  wit  could  only  be 
found  in  France  :  but  I  recoiled  that  formerly 

a  famous 
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a  famous  dancing  mafter,  named  Marcel,  pre- 
tended men  could  dance  no  where  but  in  France. 
We  may  at  prefent  be  told,  in  the  words  of 
the  ant  to  the  grafshopper, — "  Well,  now  go 
"  dance." — And,  as  to  the  epigram  of  father 
Bouhours,  be  it  true  or  falfe,  I  wiih  with  Crifpin 
that  we  had  the  philofophy  to  turn  our  wit  into 
ready  money.  Your  majefty  perhaps  will  re- 
member Moliere's  mifer,  while  I  thus  repeat  the 
word  money  ;  but  this  does  not  increafe  my 
affliction ;  nay,  I  even  perceive  a  peculiar  ad- 
vantage, in  the  misfortune  with  which  I  am 
threatened,  for  I  mall  no  longer  have  any  thing 
to  fear  from  indigeftion.  '  Oh !  Providence  ! 
Providence  !  All  muft  own  that  "  whatever  is 
"  is  rights"  and,  as  St.  Paul  has  told  us,  "  all 
"  things  fhall  work  together  for  our  good." 
King  Alphonfus  faid,  of  that  confufion  of  circles 
which  ancient  aftronomers  had  imagined,  that, 
had  he  been  of  the  council  of  God,  when  he 
created  the  world,  he  could  have  given  him  fome 
good  advice:  and  I  am  occafionally  tempted 'to 
believe,  when  my  devotion  is  fomevvhat  luke- 
warm, that  God  had  as  much  want  of  advice,  at 
leaftj  in  his  creation  of  the  moral  asof  the  phyfical, 
world.  I  foon  however  reject  the  thought,  when 
I  recoiled  all  the  perfections  of  the  moral  world, 
the  happinefs  which  overflows  the  furface  of 
S  a  the 
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the  earth,  and  the  fpirit  of  juflice,  of  difintereft- 
ednefs,  and  of  truth,  which  reigns  over  the  hu- 
man fpecies.  .It  cannot  be  denied,  fire,  this 
earth  is  a  moft  delicious  abode,  for  a  philofo- 
pher ;  who  certainly  muft  be  vexed  at  being 
expelled,  whether  by  hunger,  indigeftion,  or 
the  true  believers,  Ruffians  or  Mahometans, 
who  are  fo  worthily  employed  in  mutual  maf- 
facre. 

Your  majefty  hopes  "  fome  kind-hearted  per- 
ct  fons  will  be  found,  who  will  re-eftablifh  peace 
cf  between  them."  My  firft  wifh  is  for  the  ac- 
complimment  of  this  hope ;  but  it  remains  to 
be  aiked,  all  things  well  confidered,  whether 
you  are  conferring  any  benefit  on  this  unfortu- 
nate human  race,  when  you  prevent  men  from 
reciprocal  deftruftion.  This  is  an  important 
point,  worthy  your  majefty's  confederation,  and 
I  am  previoufly  convinced  you  will  ad  for  the 
beft ;  in  order  to  do  which  the  firft  thing  necef- 
fary  is  to  preferve  yourfelf,  for  this  is  the  greateft 
good  that  can  accrue  to  humanity,  or  to  philo- 
fophy. 

It  is  your  majefty's  wifti  that  I  mould  write  to 
Voltaire,  as  a  philofopher,  to  induce  him  not 
to  revile  the  dead,  nor  the  living  who  are  fup- 
pofed  dead,  and  who  ought  by  him  fo  to  be 
fuppofed,  when  the  little  injury  they  are  able  to 

do 
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do  him  is  remembered.  Alas !  It  is  long  iince 
I  took  the  liberty  to  give  him  this  advice ;  and 
your  majefty  fees  what  has  been  the  confequence. 
Who  cannot  but  groan  at  the  fate  of  mankind, 
when  a  fingle  man  is  not  permitted  at  once 
to  poffefs  perfect  genius  and  perfect  virtue  ! 
Though  fuch  permiflion  might  certainly  be 
granted,  were  it  only  as  fome  recompenfe  to 
earth,  overburthened  as  it  is  with  fo  many  men 
who  have  neither  genius  nor  virtue.  However, 
I  mall  make  a  new  effort,  according  to  the  re- 
monftrances  of  your  majefty.  I  will  reprefent 
to  him  that,  as  you  fay,  a  writer  who  is  an  ho- 
nour to  France  is  too  great  to  maintain  a  petty 
war  of  bum-fighting  with  Pandours ;  that  he  is 
too  juft  not  to  render  to  merit  what  to  merit  is 
due ;  that  the  greateft  of  men  have  need  of  in- 
dulgence, and  render  themfelves  worthy  of  in- 
dulgence by  mewing  it  to  others ;  that  not  only 
his  private  peace  but  his  writings  would  profit 
by  fuch  conduct;  and  that  expreffions  of  hatred, 
which  occur  at  each  page,  render  them  lefs  in- 
ierefting ;  fmce  it  may  be  nearly  faid  of  authors, 
as  of  comedians, 

£>ue  de  leurs  demelet  h  public  n'a  que  falre  *. 

Were  I  to  add  example  to  advice,  and  point 

*  Tl>e  world  has  nothing  to  do  with  their  difputei. 

S  3  out 
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out  the  great  men  who  have  oppofed  fatire  by 
moderation  and  fame,  I  well  know,  fire,  what 
fnodel  I  fhould  propofe  for  his  imitation.  But 
he  perhaps  would  anfwer — this  model  is  more 
eafily  admired  than  imitated  :  in  which  cafe  I 
know  not  very  well  what  I  mould  reply. 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refpeft,  and 
gratitude  which  will  only  end  with  life,  &c. 


LETTER     LXXXI. 

From  the  King. 

September  6,  1771. 

SlNCE  you  are  fo  determined,  I  will  be- 
lieve that  the  fine  kingdom  of  France  is  deftitute 
of  money.  This  fuppofed,  I  congratulate  it  on 
the  profperity  which  awaits  it,  in  this  world  and 
the  next.  The  fage  legislator  of  Lacedasmon, 
Lycurgus,  rendered  his  republic  famous,  by 
interdicting  the  admiflion  of  all  metals,  iron 
cxcepted.  The  French,  according  to  this  ex- 
ample, will  become  the  moft  difinterefted  na- 
tion in  Europe,  the  moft  attached  to  their  coun- 
try, the  moft  virtuous  and  the  moft  invincible. 
And  what  a  ftill  more  happy  profpecl:  of  futurity 
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is  prefented !  Paradife  and  eternal  life,  we  well 
know,  may  not  be  enjoyed  by  the  rich.  Behold, 
my  dear  D'Alembert,  what  views  of  future  blifs 
open  on  your  countrymen  I  Some  vile  financiers, 
treafurers,  archbifhops,  and  people  of  their  com- 
plexion excepted  ;  who,  too  much  the  Haves  of 
habit,  and  addicted  to  ancient  ufage,  continue 
to  colled,  accumulate,  and  conceal  their  riches. 
I  neverthelefs  cannot  diflemble  that,  in  my  opi- 
nion, one  fingle  word  will  be  fufficient  to  call 
back,  into  the  kingdom,  the  fame  abundance 
of  money  which  formerly  was  there  found  ;  and 
that  fingle  word  is  credit.  Let  this  be  re- 
eftablifhed,  and  it  will  conjure  up  the  treafures 
that  have  been  buried,  fearing  left  they  mould 
be  loft.  Gold  and  filver  would  come  into  cir- 
culation, and  philofophers  would  be  paid,  as 
miftrefles  I  imagine  are.  This  is  at  prefent  a 
word  of  incantation  more  potent  than  certain 
expreffions,  which  crazy  people  repeat,  on  cer- 
tain occafions,  before  their  ridiculous  idols.  For- 
give me  this  fcandalous  comparifon.  It  has 
efcaped  me  currente  calamo ;  and,  being  written, 
.  it  (hall  not  be  effaced. 

But  do  not  imagine  that  you  French  are  the 

only  people  who  fuffer,  at  prefent.  In  Germany, 

we  experience  worfe  evils  than  thofe  occahoned 

among  you,  by  the  ftagnation  of  money.     We 

S  4  have 


264  POSTHUMOUS     WORKS. 

have  had  two  fucceffive  bad  harvefts.  Provi*- 
lion  had  been  made  for  the  firft  year,  but  we 
are  now  taken  unprovided ;  our  granaries  are 
exhaufted,  and  our  whole  induftry  will  fcarcely 
perhaps  fuffice  to  feed  the  people,  till  the  next 
year's  harveft.  Such  is  the  deftiny  of  mankind, 
in  this  beft  of  poffible  worlds.  My  phyfical  are 
added  to  your  moral  complaints ;  yet  will  they 
neither  be  more  nor  lefs. 

I  own,  I  greatly  defire  peace  mould  be  rer- 
eftablimed,  between  people  of  the  eaft  and  my 
barbarous  neighbours,  the  Sarmatians ;  but  I 
very  much  fear  I  mail  not  fucceed.  The  Janfen- 
ifts  and  Molinifts  might  fooner  be  brought  to 
agree,  than  a  certain  number  of  crowned  heads 
could  be  put  under  one  hat.  But  this  might  be 
overlooked,  were-  not  the  fire  progreffive,  and 
did  it  not,  in  its  approach,  emit  fome  fparks  on 
neighbouring  buildings. 

So  much  for  the  quarrels  of  defpots.  As  to 
thofe  of  authors,  you  will  perform  a  meritorious 
work  in  admoniming  Voltaire,  relative  to  the 
repeated  and  common-place  abufe,  which  he 
heaps  on  Maupertuis,  by  whom  it  was  not 
merited  ;  and  or;  other  literary  dwarfs,  who  by 
this  means  are  drawn  from  that  oblivion  in  which 
they  probably  would  have  crawled,  to  all  eter- 
nity. From  the  conduct  of  Voltaire,  I  conclude 

that, 
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that,  were  he  a  king,  he  would  continually  be 
at  daggers  drawn  with  his  neighbours ;  his  reign 
would  be  one  perpetual  war;  and  God  knows 
then  what  arguments  he  would  employ,  to  prove 
that  war  is  the  natural  ftate  of  fociety,  and  that 
peace  was  not  intended  for  man.  The  paffions, 
ingenious  to  difguife  themfelves,  often  employ 
reafon  to  plead  their  caufe.  We  are  unwilling 
to  acknowledge  ourfelves  in  an  error ;  and  ar- 
gument is  called  in,  and  tortured,  that  it  may 
apparently  authorife  our  conduct.  Convinced 
of  the  mifchiefs  thefe  paffions  occafion,  fliould 
any  atrabilarious  doctor  heat  his  imagination, 
and  endeavour  to  extinguifh  them,  he  would 
but  endeavour  to  hurry  us  into  another  extreme. 
The  animated  man  would  become  a  ftupid  au- 
tomaton, a  motionlefs  being.  For  this  reafon, 
we  muft  leave  things  as  they  are ;  procure  bread, 
when  it  is  fcarce;  unearth  money,  when  it  is 
neceflary  ;  cry  in  the  market-place — credit,  cre- 
dit', permit  thofe  to  make  war  who  are  deter- 
mined not  to  be  at  peace  ;  fuffer  felf-  called  phi- 
lofophers  to  print  abufe ;  and  fatisfy  ourfelves 
with  preferving  our  own  houfe  in  tranquillity. 
On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER     LXXXII. 

From  M.  D'dlembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  November  8,  1771. 

£>Y  the  laft  letter  your  majefty  has  done 
me  the  honour  to  write,  I  perceive  mankind  are 
not  much  more  happy  in  the  north  than  in  the 
fouth  of  our  poor  Europe.  In  your  preceding 
letter,  your  provident  philofophy  indulged  a 
little  ridicule  on  the  embarraffment  which  our 
follies  have  occafioned ;  and  I  took  the  liberty 
to  compare  what  you  faid  to  the  ant,  that 
mocked  the  grafshopper.  But  at  prefent,  thanks 
to  Divine  -Providence,  by  which  all  things  are 
fo  well  conducted,  from  the  Pyrenees  to  the 
Frozen  Sea  all  are  grafshoppers.  Did  I  not 
entertain  that  profound  refpect  for  this  Holy 
Providence  which  it  merits,  I  own  I  mould  be 
rather  out  of  humour  with  its  proceedings ;  and 
I  am  almoft  certain  your  majefty  would  be  the 
fame  ;  for,  if  we  might  have  forefeen  and  im- 
peded a  part  of  our  actual  difafter,  in  France, 
it  cannot  be  fo  affirmed  of  your  majefty.  And 
here  I  recollect  what  that  faid  famous  dancing- 
mailer,  named  Marcel,  faid  to  a  lady,  one  of 
his  fcholars,  who  turned  in  her  toes — "  Madam," 

faid 
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faid  he,  pointing  to  a  crucifix  which  flood  in  her 
chamber,  "  your  legs  are  as  ill  put  on  as  thofe 
<l  of  this  figure ;  though  I  muft  own  that,  as  to 
"  the  latter,  it  is  not  his  fault." 

But  here,  fire,  let  us  leave  both  grafshoppers 
and  crucifixes.  Your  majefty  fuppofes  that,  if 
we  would  get  out  of  the  dirt,  we  muft  cry  in 
the  market-place — Credit  re-eftablijhed.  But  it 
feems  to  me  we  ought  firft  to  cry  csconomy ;  with- 
out which,  the  firft  exclamation  might  be  an- 
fwered  as  merchants  anfwer  thofe  who  afk  for 
money — Credit  is  extinft.  But  I  believe  it 
would  be  more  difficult  efficacioufly  to  cry  ceco- 
nomy,  to  our  depredators,  than  moderation, 
to  Voltaire.  I  feldom  write  to  him  without  ex- 
horting him  to  defpife  the  grubs  he  crufhes,  and 
to  fpare  the  men  of  merit  whom  he  vilifies.  Yet 
your  majefty  perceives  how  much  he  profits  by 
my  remonftrances.  We  muft  determine  to  leave 
men  and  things  as  they  are,  and  not  fay  like 
Pope — "  Whatever  is  is  right" — but,  "  What- 
"  ever  is  cannot  be  other  wife."  Literature  how- 
ever has  more  need  than  ever  to  refpect  itfelf, 
lince  in  my  opinion  its  ftate  is  lefs  than  ever  fa- 
vourable. Nay  I  think  that,  almoft  over  all 
Europe,  there  is  a  great  propenfity  to  opprefs 
letters.  I  am  told  that  it  is  here  intended  to 
fupprefs  the  royal  college,  founded  by  Francis  I, 

the 
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the  father  of  literature.     The  motive  cannot  be 
expence,  for  I  doubt  whether  it  cods  twenty 
thoufand  livres  (eight  hundred  pounds)  per  an- 
num, for  the  fupport  of  the  profeflbrs.    Perhaps 
it  is  intended  to  ftarve  in  order  to  filence  philo- 
fophy ;  in  which  cafe  the  expedient  is  well  im- 
agined.    Philofophy  muft  be  allowed  to  have 
done  kings  great  fervices,  if  it  were  only  in  de- 
ftroying  that  fuperftition  which  rendered  them 
the  flaves  of  priefts.     But  the  field  is  tilled,  the 
oxen  that  drive  the  plough  no  more  are  wanted, 
and  there  is  no  more  care  taken  to  give  them 
fodder.     I  have  fet  my  moulder  to  the  yoke, 
to  the  beft  of  my  abilities,  and  with  what  ftrength 
I  had.    Your  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  regard 
my  exertions  with  kindnefs,  and  to  you  am  I  in- 
debted for  the  firft  recompenfe  I  received  for 
my  labours.     Still  more,  I  am  indebted  to  you 
for  my  prefent  fubfiftence ;  thanks  to  the  bene- 
factions you  were  pleafed  to  honour  me  with  laft 
year.     This  my  ceconomy  (hall  manage  as  long 
as  poflible,  and  I  will,  without  hefitating,  have 
recourfe  to  the  fame  benefactor,  when  my  funds 
are  exhaufted. 

I  have  at  prefent  another  favour  to  requeft, 
from  your  majefty ;  which  is  that  you  would 
pleafe  to  caufe  refearches  to  be  made,  in  the 
library  of  Magdeburg,  if  that  library  which  ex- 

ifted 
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ifted  in  the  laft  age  have  not  been  tranfported 
elfewhere,  for  a  work  of  Pliny  the  naturalift, 
which  it  is  pretended  is  there  to  be  found.  I 
greatly  doubt  the  truth  of  this  anecdote.  I  mould 
weary  your  majefty,  were  I  to  relate  the  reafons 
on  which  I  found  my  fufpicions;  but  the  object 
however  is  of  fufficient  importance  to  induce  an 
effectual  enquiry  to  be  made,  into  its  truth.  The 
queftion  relates  to  a  hiftory,  in  twenty  looks>  of 
the  wars  of  the  Romans,  againft  the  various  na- 
tions of  Germany.  Literature,  which  already  has 
fo  many  obligations  to  your  majefty,  will  have 
another,  mould  you  be  pleafed  to  give  your 
commands  that  the  fact  may  be  verified,  and 
that  we  may  at  laft  be  certain  there  is  no  fuch 
precious  manufcript  in  exiftence ;  as  there  is 
but  too  much  reafon  to  believe. 

While  entreating  your  majefty  to  be  pleafed  to 
enquire  into  this  anecdote,  I  (hall  take  the  liberty 
to  relate  another.  In  the  month  of  January,  at  a 
village  named  Vitry,  near  Paris,  a  woman  who 
had  lived  in  obfcurity,  and  even  poverty,  died. 
This  woman,  it  is  aflerted,  was  the  widow  of 
the  czarowitz,  Alexis,  who  was  put  to  death  by 
his  father,  the  czar  Peter  I.  If  this  be  truth, 
the  woman  muft  have  been  the  fifter-in-law  to 
the  late  emperor,  Charles  VI,  whofe  wife  was 
of  the  houfe  of  Wolfenbuttle,  as  was  the  wife 
i  of 
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of  the  czarowftz.  The  latter,  it  was  rumoured 
at  the  time,  died  of  a  kick,  which  her  hulband 
gave  her  in  the  belly,  when  (he  was  in  a  ftate 
of  pregnancy.  But  it  is  now  pretended  a  billet 
was  buried  in  her  (lead ;  that  (he  fled  from  Ruf- 
fia ;  that  (he  went  to  Louifiana,  and  from  thence 
to  the  ifle  of  France ;  and  that  (he  there  married 
an  officer,  named  Maldack,  whofe  name  (he 
r^ore  till  her  death.  Various  combining  circum- 
ftances,  which  united  form  tolerably  ftrong 
proofs,  appear  to  demonftrate  that  this  woman 
was  really  the  widow  of  prince  Alexis.  It  feems, 
certain  that  (lie  received  a  penfion  from  the 
court  of  Brunfwick  ;  and  by  this  means  perhaps 
your  majefty  may  gain  farther  information. 
I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refped,  &c. 


LETTER      LXXXIII. 

From  the  King. 

Norember  30,  1771. 

I  BELIEVE  the  gods  have  referved  iof 

themfelves  that   happinefs   the  appearance   of 

which  they  have  befhovved  on  man,  and  of  which 

we  are  continually  yet  ineffectually  in  fearch. 

4  But, 
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But,  although  we  are  deprived  of  perfect  feli- 
city, we   in   return  poflefs  many  confolations 
which  remove  a  number  of  our  evils.     The  firlt 
is  hope ;   and  the  fecond  a  fund  of  native  cheer- 
fulnefs ;  which  you  French  folks  efpecially  pof- 
fefs,  in  a  fupreme  degree.     A  fong,  or  an  ex- 
cellent repartee,  will  diflipate  your  cares.     If 
there  be  a  dearth,  Providence  has  its  couplet. 
If  taxes  increafe,  woe  to  the  tax-gatherers  whofe 
names  may  be  brought  in  rhyme.     Thus  you 
always  find   confolation.     You  aft  rationally, 
and  I  declare  myfelf  of  your  party.     It  is  ridi- 
culous to  afflict  ourfelves  for  temporary  events, 
the  effence  of  which  is  inftability.    While  Hera- 
clitus  weeps  at  them,  Democritus  laughs.     Let 
us  laugh,  likewife,  my  dear  D'Alembert  j  you 
at  your  finances,  and  I  at  the  prefent  dearth, 
at  my  gout,  &c.  &c.  This  is  the  way  in  which 
I  am  determined  to  aft,  and  have  reafon  to  be 
fatisfied.     Scarcely  .was  I  freed  from  excefs  of 
pain  before  I  diverted  myfelf  on  the   fubject 
of  the  Confederates  of  Poland.     I  find  amufe- 
ment  in  painting  them  as  they  are.     I  here  fend 
you  fome  cantos  of  a  poem  which  I  will  not 
lay  is  good.     It  was  a  remedy  which,  by  divert* 
ing  my  thoughts,  fufpended  pain.     May  it  cure 
you  of  your  vapours ;  may  you  for  a  few  mo- 
ments forget  your  embarraffments,  and  remem- 

ber, 

. 
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her,  while  reading,  that  you  read  the  verfes  of 
a  man  in  the  gout,  and  who  has  pafTed  the  fix- 
tieth  year  of  his  age. 

You  tell  me  of  the  little  honour  in  which  lite- 
rature is  at  prefent  held  in  France-     I  cannot 
think  the  complaint  is  general  throughout  Eu- 
rope ;   but  you  will  grant  me  that  many  men  of 
letters,  by  their  conduct,  authorife  the  want  of 
eiteem  in  which  they  live.     The  majority  of 
mankind,  who  do  not  reflect,  confound  the  cha- 
racter and  the  genius  of  the  artift ;  and,  while 
they  defpife  his  morals,  they  alfo  contemn  his 
art.     It  is  fuppofed,  fince  knowledge  neither 
corrects  the  character  of  the  learned  nor  renders 
them  more  meek,  that  a  great  number  of  them 
turn  their  knowledge  to  abufe ;  that  to  be  learn- 
ed is  ufelefs ;  that  an  enlightened  mind  is  only 
conducive  to  orientation  ;  and  that,   fince  no 
advantage  is  derived  from  fcience,  it  is  ufelefs 
to  fociety.     This  reafoning  is  mathematically 
falfe ;  for,  were  we  to  condemn  all  good  infli- 
tutions  becaufe  of  the  abufes  which  mankind 
commit,  not  one  would  remain.     What  would 
you  have  men  think,  when  they  fee  works,  by 
the  fame  author,  that  are  contradictory  to  each 
other ;   when   they   difcriminate   between '  that 
which  his  pen  has  freely  written,  and  that  which 
he  has  fcribbled  from  venal  motives;  when  in- 
famous 
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famous  libels  appear  againft  government ;  when 
fhamelefs  cynics  carp  and  bite,  indifferently,  at 
all  they  meet ;  and  when,  in  philofophic  works, 
the  abominable  maxims  again  are  found  of  John 
Petit*,  Bufembaum,  and  Malagrida  ?  Is  it  for 
lovers  of  wifdom  to  encourage  crimes  ?  Remem- 
bering the  guilt  of  Damiens,  ought  not  fuch 
men  to  be  circumfped,  left  they  mould  inflame 
fome  overheated  imagination,  by  infernal  max- 
ims, which  may  induce  them  to  commit  the 
mofl  atrocious  acts  ?  Had  Virgil,  Cicero,  Varro, 
and  Horace  been  guilty  of  fuch  acts,  they  never 
would  have  enjoyed  that  fame  in  Rome  which 
ftill  is  paid  to  their  memory.  To  render  litera- 
ture refpectable,  not  only  genius  but  morality  is 
efpecially  neceffary.  But  the  trade  is  become 
too  common  ;  it  is  practifed  by  too  many  tyros, 
who  bring  it  into  difcredit. 

*  John  Petit  by  no  means  merits  to  be  ranked  with  thefe 
two  deteftable  Jefuits.  Be  his  motives  for  defending  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  (who  under  Charles  VI.  of  France  had  caufed 
Louis  the  dauphin  to  be  murdered)  what  they  may,  nothing 
can  be  more  wholefome  than  the  do&rine  for  which  he  has 
been  fo  much  decried.  He  afierted  that  all  means  were  good 
to  rid  the  world  of  a  tyrant,  and  that  the  man  who  fliould 
murder  him  would  not  only  deferve  to  efcape  punifhment  but 
would  merit  reward.  If  fbciety  itfelf  have  not  virtue  enough 
to  rid  itfelf  of  a  tyrant,  nothing  can  be  more  heroic  than  fuch 
an  aft  ;  taking  care  that  his  tyranny  be  real,  and  not  ima- 
ginary. T. 

VOL.  xi.  T  With 
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With  refpect  to  yourfelf,  I  am  glad  to  per- 
ceive the  confidence  you  place  in  me  :  nor  (hall 
you  be  deceived ;  though  the  ruinous  (late  of  the 
finances  of  a  monarch  whofe  revenues  amount 
to  four  hundred  millions  (fixteen  millions  and 
a  half  fterling)  appears  to  me  very  ftrange. 

You  with  to  enquire  concerning  the  manu- 
fcript  of  Pliny  the  naturalift,  relative  to  the 
wars  of  the  Germans,  faid  to  be  at  Madgeburg. 
Though  I  have  not  yet  received  any  anfwer,  I 
believe  it  to  be  the  tale  of  a  traveller ;  for  you 
may  reft  perfuaded,  did  any  fuch  manufcript 
exift,  it  would  be  known.  Neither  I  nor  any 
of  the  learned  here  have  ever  heard  it  men- 
tioned. 

I  can  anfwer  with  more  precifion,  concerning 
the  lady,  who  pretended  to  pafs  for  the  widow 
of  the  czarovvitz.  Her  impofition  has  been  dif- 
covered  at  Brunfvvick,  whither  (he  went,  foon  af- 
ter the  death  of  the  lady  whofe  name  me  bor- 
rowed. She  received  charity  there,  with  an  or- 
der to  quit  the  country,  and  never  to  aflume  a 
name  ,from  which  (he  was  by  birth  fo  diftant. 
I  would  have  you  believe  that  the  Ruffians 
know  how  effectually  to  kill;  and  that,  when 
they  expedite  any  one  to  the  other  world,  efpe- 
cially  at  court,  we  never  hear  of  a  refurredion. 
The  reverfe  might  happen  among  us;  we  are 
not  fufficiently  practifed  in  the  trade.  I  would 

therefore 
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therefore  have  you  afk,  when  you  meet  with  any 
one  who  has  thus  rifen  again — "  Pray,  Tir,  or 
*'  madam,  where  did  you  happen  to  be  killed  ?" 
You  will  judge  of  the  veracity  of  the  anfwer  by 
the  country  which  mall  be  named.  If  Judea  be 
the  place,  you  know  that  refurreftion  was  there 
practifed.  Should  Pruffia  be  mentioned,  I 
•would  have  you  doubt;  and,  if  it  be  Ruffia, 
do  not  believe  a.fyllable  of  the  matter.  And 
Jiere  ends  my  excellent  diflertation,  worthy  of 
the  Academy  of  Infcriptions  and  Belles  Lettres. 

A  propos  of  academies.  I  have  met  with, 
fome  works  in  which  there  is  no  lack  of  praife, 
on  the  French,  written  by  candidates  for  places 
in  the  French  academy,  and  who  by  fuch  means 
have  been  fuccefsful.  I  have  determined  to 
enter  the  lifts ;  and,  that  I  may  be  elected  one 
of  your  forty  babblers>  I  propofe  to  myfelf  to 
write  an  apology  for  fome  of  the  campaigns  of 
your  generals,  in  the  laft  war.  The  work  will 
foon  be  finiflied,  and  I  mall  dedicate  it  to  na- 
tional vanity ;  confequently  I  fuppofe  I  fhall 
foon  become  your  brother  academician. 

Enough  for  the  prefent ;  if  you  wim  me  to 
prattle  more,  you  need  but  provoke  me,  by  a 
new  letter. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 

T  2  LET- 
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LETTER     LXXXIV. 

From  M.  IfAlembert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  January  2,  1772. 

I  FEAR  your  majefty  will  fuppofe  me  at 
leaft  an  attorney,  or  fomething  worfe,  from  the 
liberty  I  have  taken  to  fend  you  fo  many  papers, 
with  this  letter.  But,  befbre  I  relate  the  pur- 
pofe  of  thefe  papers,  I  ought  to  begin  by  an 
object  beyond  comparifon  more  interefting  to 
me  :  I  mean,  fire,  the  very  humble  thanks  which 
I  am  indebted  to  your  majefty,  for  the  charming 
verfes  you  have  done  me  the  honour  to  fend  me, 
and  for  the  extreme  pleafure  I  received  from 
reading  thefe  verfes.  The  epiftle  of  your  ma- 
jefty, to  the  queen  of  Sweden,  abounds  in  philo- 
fophy  and  feeling  :  it  is  alfo  very  forcible  againft 
the  detractors  of  kings,  who  ought  to  be  refpect- 
ed,  even  when  they  err.  The  poem  on  the 
Confederates  is  a  very  agreeable  work,  full  of 
imagination,  of  incident,  and  efpecially  of  hu- 
mour, which  was  no.eafy  thing,  the  gloominefs 
of  the  fubject  confidered. 

There  is,  among  various  paflages  of  the  poem 
which  deferve  to  be  remembered,  a  line  concern- 
ing which  I  requeft  an  explanation,  from  your 
majefty.  Is  the  picture  of  the  maflacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  at  the  palace  of  the  bifhop  of  Kiow, 

a  hiftori- 
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a  hiftorical  fad,  or  only  a  probable  fiftion,  con- 
fiftent  with  the  fentiments  of  the  prelate,  and  fimi- 
lar  to  thofe  in  which  the  poets  indulge  ? 

I  am  acquainted  with  fome  philofophers  who 
have  pity  on  thefe  poor  Confederates,  and  whom 
they  really  fuppofe  to  be  fighting  for  their  free- 
dom. Did  they  know  that  the  whole  library 
of  the  prelate,  who  is  one  of  their  chiefs,  confifts 
only  of  fuch  a  picture,  I  have  no  doubt  -but  they 
would  then  fay,  as  the  friend  of  La  Brinvilliers 
did,  who  was  informed  that  me  had  poifoned 
her  father — "  Indeed  ! — That  is  not  fo  well  as 
«  I  could  have  wiflied*." 

However,  fire,  I  am  very  defirous  of,  and 
wait  with  the  greateft  impatience  for,  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  poem,  of  which  I  entreat  your 
majefty  not  to  deprive  me.  My  moft  ardent 
wilh  is  that  the  title  of  the  laft  canto  may 
be  PEACE  CONFERRED,  BY  FREDERIC  THE 
GREAT,  ON  THE  CONFEDERATES  AND  DIS- 
SIDENTS; THE  TURKS  AND  RUSSIANS ;  EU- 
ROPE AND  ASIA,  Your  majefty  will  then  re- 
femble  the  judge  who,  fending  for  the  parties, 
began  by  ridiculing  their  caufe  of  quarrel,  and  , 
ended  by  inducing  them  to  (hake  hands,  and 
depart  friends. 

*  Si  cela  ejl,  fen  ralats  betuiconp.  Literally — If  that  be  fo, 
J  mall  make  great  abatement. 

T  3  This, 
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This,  fire,  is  what  humanity  hopes  from  yoii^ 
And,  however  difficult  fuch  reconciliation  may 
be,  it  is  perhaps  lefs  fo  than  the  re-eftablifhment 
of  our  finances;  ruined  as  they  are,  by  thirty 
years  of  war,  by  rapine,  and  by  deftru&ive  ope- 
rations. Nor  is  our  poor  republic  of  letters  in 
much  better  repair  ;  and  I  am  forry  that  your, 
majefty  has  reafcn  to  accufe  my  brethren  of  fo 
many  errors.  I  wim  the  juft  and  fage  reflections 
which  your  majefty  has  done  me  the  honour 
to  write,  on  this  fubjeft,  were  printed  and  pafted 
on  the  doors  of  all  men  of  letters.  With  refpeft 
to  my  poor  felf,  I  have  at  leaft  endeavoured  to, 
make  my  conduft  conform,  as  much  as  poffible, 
to  principles  fo  true  and  fo  certain  ;  and  thus 
to  merit  the  bounties  with  which  I  have  been 
honoured,  by  your  majefly. 

I  now  come,  lire,  to  the  two  annexed  papers. 
The  title  of  the  firft  is  the  hiftory  of  madame 
de  Maldack,  and  it  contains  the  anecdotes,  true 
or  falfe,  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  .con- 
cerning this  pretended  widow  of  the  czarowitz. 
I  find  no  difficulty  to  'believe  the  whole  ftory  to 
be  an  impofition ;  but  perhaps  your  majefty 
will  not  be  forry  to  know  what  has  been  reported 
in  France,  on  the  fubject,  during  the  life  and 
after  the  death  of  that  woman.  This  memorial 
was  fent  me  by  a  perfon  who  had  a  country 
houfe  in  the  village  in  which  me  lived ;  and 

perhaps 
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perhaps  the  court  of  Brunfwick,  which  had 
the  goodnefs  to  grant  her  a  fmall  penfion,  and 
the  court  of  Rufiia,  will  be  fomewhat  aftonifhed 
at  the  particulars,  and  the  tale,  which  this  fe- 
male adventurer  has  thought  proper  to  relate. 

The  other  paper  is  an  article  intended  for  the 
gazette  of  the  Lower  Rhine,  in  which,  fire,  a 
family  in  every  refpect  worthy,  and  with  which 
I  have  long  lived  in  friendfliip,  js  interefted. 
It  has  pleafed  the  editor  of  the  gazette  at  Clev.es, 
in  your  majefty's  ftates,  or  as  your  majefty  plea- 
fantly  calls  him  that  poft-boy,  who  follows  fame 
(not  to  meat  ion. that  tth  is  poft-bcy  winds  nothing 
'better -than  a  cow's  horn)  it  has  pleafed  I  fay  this 
paragraph  writer,  in  No  88,  to  infert  an  article 
injurious  to  the  family,  relative  to  the  death  of 
a  relation,  a  man  of  merit,  lately  deceafed.  The 
family  implores  your  majefty's  protection ;  not 
to  punifiithe  wretch,  whom  they  pardon,  but  to 
fend  the  annexed  retractation,  with  a  command 
to  infert  it  immediately,  in  his  gazette,  without 
the  alteration  of  a  fy liable,  and  with  a  prohibition 
henceforth  to  fpeak,  good  or  ill,  of  that  family, 
or  any  of  its  branches.  As  my  friends  are  ac- 
quainted with  your  majefty's  goodnefs  to  me, 
they  'have  entreated  me  to  lay  their  prayers  at 
your  majefty's  feet ;  of  which  duty  I  acquit  my- 
felf  with  eagernefs  and  zeal,  becaufe  I  am  very 
earneftly  defirous  of  obliging  them.  I  therefore 
T  4  nioft 
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moft  humbly  entreat  and  conjure  your  majefty 
to  be  pleafed  to  iflue  your  orders,  for  the  fads- 
faction  of  this  worthy  and  refpectable  family. 

I  fcarcely  have  room  to  requeft  your  majefty 
would  inform  me  if  the  hiftory  of  Germany,  by 
Pliny,  be  found  at  Magdeburg ;  which  I,  like 
you,  cannot  fuppofe;  and  to  wifti  that  the 
coming  year  may  be  as  glorious  to  your  majefty 
as  all  the  paft.  In  thefe  fentiments  of  profound 
refpect,  eternal  gratitude,  &c, 


LETTER 

From  the  King. 

January  26,  1772, 

BY  your  anfwer,  I  perceive  there  are  many 
objects  which  improve  by  being  feen  at  a  dif- 
tance  j  and  of  this  number  the  Confederates  of 
Poland  well  may  be.  We  who  are  the  neigh- 
bours of  thefe  favage  people,  and  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  individuals  and  the  chiefs  of  par- 
ties, think  them  worthy  of  nothing  but  hifles. 
The  confederation  has  been  formed  by  fanati- 
cifm.  The  chiefs  are  all  divided  among  them- 
felves,  and  each  has  his  views,  and  different  pro- 
jects. They  act  with  imprudence,  fight  with 

co  ward  ic  e, 


CORRESPONDENCE.  28 1 

cowardice,  and  are  only  capable  of  fuch  kind 
of  crimes  as  cowards  can  commit.  Had  I  a 
bifhop  Turpin,  or  an  abbot  Trithemius  at  my 
difpofal,  I  (hould  willingly  cite  his  authority; 
but,  as  no  perfon  in  Poland  has  learned  to  write, 
I  am  obliged  to  depend  on  my  own,  for  the 
fads  which  I  have  related  in  the  poem;  and, 
as  mathematical  demonftration  was  not  in  quef- 
tion,  it  feemed  to  me  I  was  at  liberty  to  in- 
dulge my  fancy.  I  will  not  anfwer  that  the  bi- 
fliop  of  Kiow  really  had  a  pidure  of  the  maflacre 
of  St.  Bartholomew  at  his  refidence.  Henry  III. 
was  prefent  at  this  holy  butchery;  he  might 
have  had  it  painted,  %nd  have  given  the  picture 
to  the  then  bifhop  of  Kiow,  as  a  proof  that  he 
himfelf  was  orthodox ;  and  it  might  have  de- 
fended from  that  bifhop  to  the  prefent,  who 
could  not  be  better  pleafed,  had  he  the  power, 
than  by  exciting  a  iimilar  maflacre,  in  his  own 
country. 

By  the  conspiracy  which  thefe  wretches  had 
projected  againft  their  king,  you  may  perceive 
of  how  much  their  phrenzy  is  capable.  Their 
caufe  of  hatred  againft  their  fovereign  is  that  he 
is  not  fufficiently  rich,  to  beftow  penfions  equal 
to  their  avarice.  They  would  prefer  a  foreign 
prince,  who  could  gratify  their  profufion  from 
his  hereditary  domains.  I  pity  philofophers  that 
intereft  themfelves  concerning  this  people,  who 
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are  in  every  refpect  contemptible.  Their  only 
excufe  is  their  ignorance.  Poland  has  no  laws ; 
nor  does  it  enjoy  what  is  called  liberty,  but  its 
government  has  degenerated  into  licentious 
anarchy.  Its  lords  exercife  the  moil  cruel  ty- 
ranny over  their  /laves.  In  a  word,  of  all  the 
governments  of  Europe,  th,at  of  Turkey  ex- 
cepted,  it  is  the  worft, 

I  inclofe  two  cantos  of  the  fame  poem,  in  this 
letter,  and  they  will  have  fome  merit,  mould 
they  conduce  to  remove  the  fpleen  of  thofe  by 
whom  they  may  be  read. 

You  fuppofe  that  peace  may  be  made,  be- 
tween inimical  powers,  with  as  much  facility  as 
bad  poetry ;  yet  would  I  fooner  undertake  to 
turn  the  whole  Jewith  hiftory  into  madrigals, 
than  to  infpire  three  fovereigns,  two  of  whom  are 
women,  with  the  fame  fentiments.  Still  I  am 
not  difcouraged,  nor  will  it  be  my  fault,  mould 
not  peace  be  concluded  with  all  the  4peed  I 
defire.  When  your  neighbour's  houfe  is  on 
fire,  extinguifh  the  conflagration,  left  the  flame 
mould  reach  your  own.  Thus  does  the  fifteenth 
Louis  act.  But  for  his  infinite  affiduity,  Spain 
and  England  would  now  be  at  war,  in  the  four 
quarters  of  the  known  world.  Each  year  that 
peace  is  prolonged  ought  to  re-eftablifh.  his 
finances.  A  kingdom  like  France  is  inexhaufti- 
ble  in  refources ;  and  there  muft  be  very  ill 

.     manage- 
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management,  if  its  debts  cannot  be  paid,  with  a- 
revenue  of  four  hundred  millions  of  livres.  (Six- 
teen millions  and  a  half  fterling.)  Your  acade- 
mies will  foon  grow  rich,  and  your  academicians 
will  roll  in  wealth. 

Poor  Helvetius  will  no  longer  roll  on  any- 
thing! I  heard  of  his  death  with  infinite  grief; 
his  character  appeared  to  me  admirable.  It: 
were  perhaps  to  have  been  deli  red  that  he  had 
confulted  his  mind  lefs,  and  his  heart  more.  I 
imagine  fome  pofthumous  works  by  him  will 
appear.  It  is  rumoured  that  he  has  left  a  poem 
on  happinefs,  of  which  I  hear  a  good  character. 
I  will  read  it  mould  it  be  printed. 

The  work  of  Pliny,  which  it  has  been  pre- 
tended was  at  Magdeburg,  cannot  be  found.  It 
is  faid  the  manufcript  is  at  Augfburg ;  but  thefe 
are  vain  reports :  no  fuch  work  apparently  exifts. 

The  hiftory  of  madame  de  Maldack,  the  felf- 
called  czarowitzina,  is  equally  falfe.  It  appears 
to  me  that  me  was  one  of  the  wardrobe-women 
of  the  princefs  whofe  name  (he  aflumed.  Her 
hiftory  is  one  chain  of  falfehoods.  The  countefs 
of  Kcenigfmark  never  fct  foot  in  Ruffia;  nor 
did  marfhal  Saxe  ever  fee  the  wife  of  the 
czarowitz;  he  therefore  could  not  difcover 
"her  in  madame  de  Maldack.  It  mould  parti- 
cularly be  remarked  that,  had  a  princefs  as 

(he 
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fhe  pretends  to  have  been,  by  miracle  efcaped 
from  Rufiia,  fhe  would  have  fought  a  natural 
afylum  in  the  bofom  of  her  family,  and  not 
have  become  an  adventurer,  like  the  creature 
of  whom  you  fpeak.  She  might  have  borne 
fome  refemblance  to  her  miftrefs ;  and  on  this 
her  impofition  was  founded,  that  (he  might  ob- 
tain fome  confederation.  But  fhe  took  good 
care  not  to  appear  at  Brunfwick^  becaufe  the 
czarowitzina  was  too  well  known,  by  her  fa- 
mily, for  her  relations  to  be  abufed  by  a  vague 
refemblance,  or  by  a  tale  which  would  have  be- 
trayed her  deceit. 

You  have  given  me  charge  of  another  com- 
miflion,  which  is  to  me  more  embarraffing ; 
cfpecially  as  I  am  neither  a  corrector  of  the 
prefs,  nor  a  cenfor  of  gazettes.  I  imagine  the 
family  of  Loifeau  de  Mauleon  went  to  fchool 
with  Franc  de  Pompignan,  and  that  it  fuppofes 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe  fixed  upon,  and  the 
whole  world  employed  concerning,  this  family. 
For  my  own  part,  I  who  live  in  Germany  and 
know  what  pafTes  there,  can  on  my  honour 
affure  the  family  of  Mauleon  that  there  are  very 
few  people  who  know  fuch  a  family  exifts ;  and 
that  thofe  who  are  beft  acquainted  with  it  are 
perhaps  fome  forty  perfons,  who  have  read  the 
cafe  which  that  advocate  drew  up  in  favour  of 

Calas. 
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Galas.  I  can  folemnly  allure  you  that  not  a 
man  in  Germany  oppofes  the  nobility  of  that 
family ;  that  it  is  wholly  indifferent  to  the  diet 
of  Ratilbon,  whether  the  advocate  died  of  a 
polypus  at  the  heart  or  a  fpitting  of  blood; 
whether  the  duchefs  of  Orleans  did  or  did  not 
confult  his  father;  and,  in  fine,  this  diet  is  well 
fatisfied  that  the  advocates  of  Paris,  the  court 
of  aids,  the  tournelle,  the  grand  chamber,  the 
prefidents  a  mortier,  and  the  chancellor  fhould 
live  or  die,  when  and  how  they  pleafe.  Ger- 
many gives  her  promife  to  remain  in  equal  ig- 
norance. 

With  refpecl  to  the  gazette  editor  of  the  Lower 
Rhine,  the  family  of  Mauleon  muft  be  fatisfied 
that  he  remains  undifturbed ;  remembering  that, 
if  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  be  not  indulged,  the 
mind  of  man  muft  remain  in  darknefs :  and  all 
the  encyclopedifts,  of  whom  I  am  a  zealous  dif- 
ciple,  exclaim  againft  the  office  of  cenfor,  and 
infift  that  each  man  has  a  right  to  explain  and 
print  his  thoughts. 

Adminifter  this,  as  a  cooling  powder,  to  the 
family  of  the  advocate,  which  affords  fymptoms 
of  inflammatory  fever,  and  which  difeafe  it  will 
be  good  to  prevent  by  phlebotomy,  and  fre- 
quent emulfions.  How  many  people  are  there, 
my  good  D'Alembert,  who  only  fee  objects 
5  through 
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through  thofe  great  telefcopes  with  which  the 
fatellites  of  Saturn  are  obferved  !  Their  eyes 
ought  for  a  time  to  be  reduced  to  a  microfcopic 
regimen  *,  that  they  might  learn  better  to  efti- 
mate  the  fize  of  objeds,  and  if  poffible  of  them- 
felves.  But  I  have  faid  too  much  for  this  time* 
On  which  I  pray,  &c* 


LETTER      LXXXVI. 

From  M>  D'Alemberi* 

SIRE,  Paris,  March  3,  1772* 

1  H  E  letter  your  majefty  has  done  me 
the  honour  to  write,  dated  January  26,  I  did 
not  receive  till  the  21  ft  of  the  laft  month;  for1, 
your  majefty  having  unfortunately  been  attacked 
by  the  gout,  you  were  during  three  weeks  un*- 
able  to  fign  the  letter.  I  mould  immediately 
have  replied,  had  I  not  myfelf  been  attacked, -at 
the  time  when  it  came  to  hand,  by  a  kind  of 
gout  in  the  head  ;  or  more  properly  fpeaking 
by  the  rheumatifm,  which  equally  prevented 
fleep  and  application. 

*  The  king  feems  to  have  forgotten  tjiat  the  microfcope, 
like  the  telefcope,  magnifies  obje<9ts ;  and  that  its  ufe  is  to 
render  fmall  things  apparently  great.  T. 

The 
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The  charming  poetry  your  majefty  had  the 
goodnefs  to  fend  me  was  ill  calculated  -to  cure 
my  want  of  fleep.  The  two  new  cantos  do  not 
feem  to  me  inferior  to  the  two  former.  I  was 
particularly  delighted  by  the  picture  of  the  ca- 
tholic church,  in  the  third ;  and  by  the  alliance 
which  thence  refulted,  between  the  mod  catho- 
lic Confederates  and  the  mod  chriflian  Muftapha ; 
and,  in  the  fourth,  the  deliverance  which  the 
blefled  Virgin  Mary  procures  the  Confederates, 
when  befieged,  by  petitioning  her  fon,  is  ima- 
gined with  true  poetic  pleafantry.  I  am  parti- 
cularly pleafed,  in  the  work,  to  find  that  ima- 
gination never  leads  reafon  aftray ;  that  they 
never  were  in  any  place  better  friends;  and  that 
your  majefty  has  the  art  every  where  to  conform 
to  the  precept  of  Horace,  and  to  mingle  the 
ufeful  and  the  agreeable. 

I  know  not  what  my  brother  philofophers 
may  think  of  the.  Confederates.  I  can  well  be- 
lieve that  they  have  loft  nothing,  by  having 
been  feen  at  a  diftance ;  but  if  thefe  Confede- 
rates complain,  wright  or  wrong,  of  being  op- 
preffed  by  Ruffia,  I  likewife  hear  a  hundred 
thoufand  peafants,  and  more,  who  do  or  may 
complain,  not  wrongfully  but  with  very  good 
caufe,  of  having  been  from  time  immemorial 
oppreiTed  by  thefe  fame  Confederates;  and, 
3  while 
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while  the  latter  mall  remain  oppreflbrs,  I  only 
compare  their  enemy  to  a  mafter,  who  beftows 
on  his  valet  de  chambre  thofe  kicks  which  the 
valet  returns  to  the  fcullion. 

Such  is  the  picture  which  my  imagination 
.draws  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Poland ;  nor  am  I 
furprifed  that  your  majefty  mould  endeavour  to 
prevent,  if  poflible,  the  war  from  fpreading ;  and 
thofe  ills,  with  which  this  unfortunate  country  is 
already  overwhelmed,  from  being  increafed. 
Thefe  projects  and  thefe  views  are  well  worthy 
the  foul  of  your  majefty.  I  know  more ;  I  know 
you  have  made  propofals,  to  a  great  power  in 
Europe,  to  become  a  mediator ;  and  I  wifli,  for 
athoufand  reafons,  that  the  refpectable  efforts  of 
your  majefty  might  be  fuccefsful.  But  I  (hall 
abftain  as  I  ought  from  penetrating  into  the 
counfel  and  intentions  of  kings ;  and  (hall  fatisfy 
myfelf  with  petitioning,  at  the  gates  of  their 
palaces,  that  wifdom  and  the  love  of  humanity 
may  be  feated,  with  them,  on  the  throne.  Should 
there  be  any  place  of  retreat  for  the  ghofts  of 
fages,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  poor  Helvetius, 
be  he  where  he  will,  offers  up  prayers,  fimilar 
to  thofe  of  your  majefty  and  mine,  for  the  peace 
and  profperity  of  the  wretched  human  race.  I 
deeply  regret  the  lofs  of  this  worthy,  amiable, 
and  virtuous  philofopher ;  who  to  the  refpecl:- 

able 
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able  qualities  which  rendered  him  dear  to  me, 
added  one  which  more  particularly  attached  him 
to  my  affections ;  and  this  was  the  fentiments 
of  refpect  and  admiration  with  which  his  heart 
overflowed  for  your  majefty.  How  often  have 
you  been  the  fubjecT:  of  our  converfation  !  How 
often  while  fpeaking  of  you  have  our  hearts 
glowed,  and  melted  with  mutual  tendernefs ! 
How  often  have  we  delighted  to  repeat  the 
obligations,  of  every  kind,  which  letters  and 
philofophy  have  to  you,  in  this  unfortunate  age! 

I  expected,  fire,  that  the  pretended  work  of 
Pliny  was  a  chimsera.  Nor  could  I  doubt  of 
the  deception  of  the  wardrobe  woman,  who  af- 
fumed  the  name  of  her  miftrefs,  the  wife  of  the 
czarowitz.  Neither  will  I  further  infift  on  what 
relates  to  the  family  of  Mauleon,  for  I  refpect 
your  majefty's  manner  "of  thinking  on  this  fub- 
ject.  Not  but  I  fhould  have  been  better  pleafed 
if,  inftead  of  ridiculing  the  poor  Encyclopedifts 
for  their  wifhes,  real  or  pretended,  in  favour  of 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  you  had  been  kind 
enough  to  have  afforded  me  fome  information, 
•and  acquainted  me  with  what  your  thoughts  on 
this  great  queftion  are.  To  induce  you  fo  to 
do,  I  could  almoft  venture  to  hazard  fome  re- 
flexions myfelf,  on  the  fubjed.  I  know  not 
whether  it  be  a  liberty  that  ought  to  be  granted, 

VOL.  xi.  U  but 
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but  think  that*  if  it  be,  it  ought  to  be  indefinite, 
and  unlimited.  For  why  ftiould  any  one  be 
permitted  rather  to  infult  an  honeft  citizen,  to 
tell  him  he  is  a  knave,  or  if  you  pleafe  the  fon 
of  a  footman,  than  to  tell  the  man  in  office  he 
is  a  thief,  a  fool,  or  a  tyrant  ?  In  a  word,  if  per- 
fonal  fatire  be  permitted,  which  I  think  ought 
hot  to  be,  I  know  not  why  it  mould  be  confined 
to  the  feeble,  and  the  little ;  and  why  the  ftrong, 
and  the  great,  mould  not  have  their  mare. 

But  I  believe,  in  all  well-regulated  ftates, 
whether  monarchical  or  republican,  this  kind  of 
fatire  ought  to  be  prohibited,  from  the  loweft 
to  trie  moft  exalted  ranks  in  fociety  :  for  in  fine 
all  the  citizens  have  an  equal  right  to  protection, 
and  the  prefervation  of  that  moral  exiftence  of 
which  they  are,  or  are  endeavoured  to  be,  de- 
prived by  fatire. 

With  refpect  to  works  of  every  kind,  whether 
literary,  philofophic,  or  political,  I  think  men 
fliould  have  free  liberty  to  write  on  fuch  fub- 
jeds  ;  and  even  to  blame,  provided  that  fatire 
mould  have  no  part  in  them  :  for,  once  again, 
the  end  of  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  mould  be  to 
enlighten,  and  not  to  offend.  But  it  is  time  for 
me  to  check  the  liberty  of  my  pen,  and  I  con- 
clude with  wifliing  your  majefly  full  deliverance 
from  gout  and  war,  and  by  renewing  the  aflur- 

ances 


CORRESPONDENCE.          29! 

ances  of  admiration,  eternal  gratitude,  and  pro- 
found refpect,  with  which  I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      LXXXVII. 
From  tbt  King. 

April  7,    1772. 

I  KNOW  not  what  accident  continually 
happens  to  throw  impediments  in  my  way, 
whenever  I  mean  to  anfwer  your  letters.  Lately 
the  gout  confined  me  to  my  couch,  and  now 
the  vifit  of  the  queen  dowager  of  Sweden,  and 
the  dutchefs  of  Bnmfwick,  has  prevented  me 
from  writing  to  you.  But  you  have  fuffered  no 
great  lofs ;  on  the  contrary,  you  have  avoided 
afTamnation  by  a  vile  collection  of  rhimes;  I 
fend  you  another  canto  of  the  poem.  I  hope 
that,  full  of  narcotic  virtue,  it  will  fupply  the 
want  of  thofe  poppies  which  Morpheus  refufes 
to  beftow.  We  Germans,  as  good  father  Bou- 
hours  has  well  faid,  are  but  ill  adapted  to  poe- 
try, and  efpecially  to  epic  poetry ;  we  only  pof- 
fefs  the  heavy  inftinct  of  good  fenfe,  and  our 
Pegafus  has  no  wings.  I  muft  anfwer  you  as 
Van  Haren  did  Voltaire,  who  praifed  him  for 
U  2  bis 
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his  poem  of  Leonidas — <c  My  verfes  are  good," 
faid  he,  "  for  I  have  no  imagination." 

Helvetius  it  is  faid  has  left  a  poem  on  Hap- 
pinefs,  among  his  papers.  Let  me  requeft  you 
to  enquire.  I  confefs  I  fhould  be  glad  to  pofiefs 
it,  if  there  be  nothing  imprudent  in  fuch  a  with. 
I  have  much  regretted  this  philofopher,  who  has 
afforded  marks  of  being  peculiarly  difmterefted, 
and  whofe  heart  was  as  pure  as  his  mind  was 
eafily  led  aftray.  But  philofophers  are  not  lefs 
fubjecl:  to  the  eternal  laws  of  nature  than  other 
men ;  who,  wife  or  foolifh,  great  or  fmall,  are 
equally  obliged  to  pay  Nature's  debt ;  or  rather 
to  reftore  what  (he  for  a  time  has  lent. 

It  is  very  probable  that  the  good  Helvetius 
no  longer  reads  gazettes,  nor  ecclefiaftical  intel- 
ligence; and  that  confequently  he  does  not 
trouble  himfelf  much  concerning  the  wars  of 
the  Confederates,  or  the  Turks.  Should  however 
any  of  the  news-writers  of  Paris  fend  their  ga- 
zettes into  the  country  where  he  is,  they  may 
inform  him  that  thefe  troubles  are  foon  to  be 
appeafed,  and  that  a  general  peace  will  clofe 
the  wounds  which  paft  calamities  have  made; 
and  they  may  add  that  the  Confederates  no 
doubt  will  remain  cuckolds,  beaten,  and  con- 
tented *.  The  news- writers  will  be  the  only 

*  Cocu,  battuy  et  content— The  title  of  a  French  comedy 
Iky  Ralmond  Poffin,  T. 

people^ 
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people  who  will  be  dhTatisfied,  to  fee  an  end  to 
the  war,  for  there  will  be  then  an  end  to  their 
babbling,  and  conje&ures,  which  they  at  a  ven- 
ture make,  and  of  the  falfe  intelligence  which 
they  publifh  to-day,  that  they  may  contradict  it 
to-morrow. 

Such  is  my  confeffion  of  faith,  relative  to  ga- 
zette writers,  and  in  anfwer  to  what  you  have 
afked.  But,  if  you  wim  to  know  what  I  think 
of  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  and  of  thofe  fatirical 
works  which  are  the  inevitable  confequence,  I 
will  own  to  you,  without  intending  however  to 
fhock  the  gentlemen  Encyclopedifts,  whom  I 
refpect,  that,  knowing  men  as  I  do,  from  toler- 
ably long  experience,  I  am  well  perfuaded  they 
ftand  in  need  of  phyfick,  and  that  they  will  con- 
tinually abufe  the  freedom  they  enjoy ;  fo  that 
in  what  relates  to  books,  their  works  ought  to 
be  fubjecl:  to  examination  ;  not  rigoroufly  made, 
but  in  fuch  a  manner  however  as  to  fupprefs 
whatever  mail  be  difcovered  contrary  to  the 
public  tranquillity,  becaufe  fatire  is  injurious  to 
the  good  of  fociety.  But,  at  the  fame  time,  I 
will  not  diflemble  that  I  think  it  very  ridiculous 
for  the  family  of  a  petty  advocate  formally  to 
complain  of  a  genealogical  affront.  Your  ad- 
vocate, or  his  relations,  ought  rather  to  rejoice 
that  Loifeau  de  Mauleon  is  treated  like  the 
U  3  grandees 
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grandees  of  the  earth,  whofe  genealogies  are 
equally  inaccurate.  If  however  this  diftreffed 
family  muft  have  fatisfaction,  we  can  find  men 
of  erudition,  in  Germany,  who  will  mow  that 
the  defunct  is  a  defcendant,  in  a  right  line,  from 
the  ancient  kings  of  Leon  and  Caftile ;  and  I 
dare  venture  to  promife  that  this  excellent  dif- 
covery  mail  be  inferted  in  the  courier  of  the 
Lower  Rhine.  This  is  all  I  (hall  be  able  to 
effect  for  the  reconciliation  of  thefe  two  illuftri- 
ous  parties.  Nor  mail  I  be  a  little  vain  of  the 
aft  :  I  will  infert  in  my  memoirs  that,  having 
contributed  to  pacify  the  troubles  of  Poland 
and  Turkey,  I  was  likewife  fo  highly  favoured, 
by  fortune,  as  to  be  fuccefsful  in  eilablifhing 
peace  between  Mauleon  and  the  courier  of  the 
Lower  Rhine.  After  this,  my  dear  Anaxa- 
goras,  I  hope  your  philofophy  will  be  fatisfied 
with  mine.  I  labour  all  in  my  power  to  con- 
ciliate the  minds  of  men.  I  propofe  expedients, 
and  I  hope  the  family  of  Mauleon  will  not  be 
more  intractable  than  the  grand  fignor,  and 
his  divan.  Provided  with  full  powers,  you 
may  fign  this  important  act  for  the  welfare  of 
Europe,  and  thus  reftore  to  the  courier  of  the 
Lower  Rhine  all  the  tranquillity  and  freedom 
of  mind  of  which  he  {lands  in  need,  for  the  cir- 
culation of  his  ribaldry. 

After 
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After  having  difcufled  affairs  of  fuch  magni- 
tude, I  can  only  offer  up  prayers  for  your  pre- 
fervation,  recal  to  your  mind  the  frqall  philo- 
fophic  flock  that  is  to  be  found  on  the  mores  of 
the  Baltic,  and  afiure  you  of  my  perfonal  efteem,. 

On  which  I  pray,   &c. 


Lr  E  T  T  E  R    LXXXVIIL 

• 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  May  16,  1772. 

PERMIT  me  to  begin  my  letter  by  a 
compliment,  which  I  think  due  to  your  majefty, 
on  the  fuccefs  of  a  man  of  fcience,  whom  your 
goodnefs  has  made  known  to  Europe,  and  the 
glory  of  whofe  fuccefs  is  attributed  to  your  aca- 
demy, in  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  give 
him  a  diftinguifhed  feat.  This  is  the  fourth  or 
fifth  time  that  M.  de  la  Grange,  with  the  greateft 
and  beft  merited  euloginm,  has  obtained  the 
prize  of  our  academy  of  fciences  ;  and  I  believe 
I  may  venture  to  announce,  to  your  majefty, 
that  he  will  in  a  few  days,  be  elefted  a  foreign 
affociate  of  our  academy.  To  be  an  affociate  is 
U  4  very 
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very  honourable,  for  the  aflbciates  are  very  few. 
The  diftindtion  is  eagerly  fought  after,  and  only 
obtained  by  the  mod  celebrated  of  the  literati  of 
Europe;  and  that  generally  in  their  old  age, 
whereas  I  believe  that  M.  de  la  Grange  is  at 
prefent  but  five  and  thirty.     I   daily  rejoice, 
more  and  more,   that  I  was  fo  fortunate  as  to 
procure  your  academy  a  philofopher  who  is  fo 
eftimable  for  his  uncommon  talents,  his  pro- 
found  knowledge,   and  his  prudent  and   dif- 
interefted  character.      I  have  no  doubt  your 
majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  acquaint  him  with 
your  fatisfaction.     This  hope  is  founded  on  the 
cftccm  which  your  majefty  has  continually  enter- 
tained for  him,  as  you  have  more  than  once  done 
me  the  honour  to  inform  me,  and  on  the  excel- 
lent difcourfe  which  you  have  lately  read  to  your 
academy,  and  which  you  have  had  the  goodnefs 
to  fend  me.     This  difcourfe,  fire,  I  had  prer 
vioufly  read   in  a   literary    gazette,   which   is 
printed  at  Deux  Fonts,  and  had  admired  the 
found  philofophy  it  contains,  the  juft  views  it 
prefents,  worthy  of  a  great  king,  the  eloquence 
with  which  it  is  written,  and  the  thunder  which 
your  majefty  hurls  againft  thofe  empirics,  facred 
and  profane,  and  teachers  of  error,  who,  are  paid 
to  brutalize  human  nature;  and  likewife  againft 
detractors  of  the  fciences,  another  fpecies  of  em- 
pirics 
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pirics  and  hypocrites,  as  contemptible  as  the 
former. 

Nor  have  I  read  the  fifth  canto  of  the  poem, 
againft  the  Confederates,  with  lefs  pleafure  and 
admiration.  Yet  perhaps  I  ought  to  entreat 
mercy  of  your  majefty  for  my  poor  countrymen 
the  Gauls,  whofe  fame  and  exploits,  at  Rofbach, 
Crevelt,  and  elfevvhere,  you  have  fo  pleafantly 
celebrated.  But,  fire,  the  part  of  that  fame,  or 
that  mame,  which  appertains  to  me  is  fo  fmall 
that  I  lay  no  claim  to  it,  but  grant  it,  with  all  its 
honours,  to  any  perfon  who  mall  think  it  worthy 
their  acceptance.  As  I  have  not  the  advantage 
nor  the  misfortune  to  be  either  a  minifter  or  a 
general,  I  (hall  leave  them  to  enjoy  their  renown 
in  peace.  I  neither  afk  a  part  in  the  laurels  they 
gather,  nor  in  the  fcourges  they  may  receive; 
and,  happen  what  may,  I  mail  never  fay  to 
them — <c  I  cry  halves" — like  our  ftreet-beggars, 
when  one  of  their  own  order  is  raking  a  rag  out 
of  the  channel. 

Yet,  fire,  I  will  confefs,  the  pleafure  I  receive 
from  your  verfc  and  profe,  however  great  it  may 
be,  is  not  more  lively  than  that  which  I  feel  at 
one  paflage  in  the  letter,  which  your  majefty  has 
done  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me,  and  in  which 
you. announce  the  approach  of  peace.  This  great 
acl  will  be  attributed  to  your  majefty  by  all  Eu- 
rope; 
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rope ;  nor  will  it  be  the  leaft  glorious  circum-r 
fiance  of  your  life. 

The  poem  of  poor  Helvetius,  on  Happinefs, 
was  left  imperfect.  It  is  however  affirmed  that 
jt  will  be  printed,  even  in  its  ftate  of  imper- 
fection ;  and  indeed  I  hear  it  is  now  in  the  prefs, 
in  Holland;  the  truth  of  which  your  majefty 
may  eafily  learn. 

It  is  now  a  month,  fire,  fmce  I  acquired  a 
new  office.  I  am  appointed  fecretary  to  the 
French  academy ;  a  place  which  rather  demands 
affiduity  than  labour.  Its  emoluments  are  trifling, 
and  the  difguft  and  difagreea.ble  circumftances 
attending  it,  when  literature  is  more  than  ever 
opprefied  and  perfecuted,  in  France,  are  fuf- 
ficiently  great.  I  will  not  trouble  your  majefty 
with  a  detail  of  the  vexations,  of  every  kind, 
which  philofophy  and  literature  fuffer ;  fince, 
not  being  able  to  afforc}  any  remedy,  the  nar- 
rative would  but  afflict  you.  You  can  but  pro- 
tect the  arts  and  fciences  in  your  own  kingdom, 
weep  at  their  deftiny  in  other  parts,  and  by  your 
leffons  and  your  example  encourage  thofe  who. 
cultivate  them.  And  why  mould  fages  com- 
plain ?  They  will  read  that  charming  paflage, 
which  begins  the  fifth  canto  of  your  poem,  on  the 
misfortunes  common  to  all  kingdoms;  they  will 

caft 
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caft  their  eyes  on  (unrounding  objects,  and  wil\ 
repeat  this  beautiful  line  of  your  majefty's — 

C'e/l  m&mejote  et  cefont  memes pleurs* . 

I  am,  with  every  fentiment  of  profound  re- 
fpect,  gratitude,  and  admiration,  which  will  end 
only  with  life,  &c. 


LETTER     LXXXIX. 

From  M.  TfAlembert. 
SIRE,  Paris, June  i,  1772. 

A  YOUNG  officer,  full  of  ardour,  and 
poiTefTed  of  knowledge  and  understanding,  whofe 
name  is  M.  de  Guibert,  defires  to  lay  that  ho- 
mage at  your  majefty's  feet  which  all  military 
men,  and  all  philofophers,  owe  you.  He  en- 
treats your  majefty  would  kindly  receive  the 
work  which  accompanies  this,  and  of  which  he 
is  the  author ;  and,  as  he  knows  the  bounty  with 
which  your  majefty  honours  me,  he  has  entreat- 
ed me  to  prefent  you  his  book,  and  his  profound 
refpects. 

Quintilian  fays,   the  progrefs  made  in   elo- 
quence ought  to  be  eftimated  by  the  pleafure 

*  Thus  grief  and  joy  are  every  where  the  fame. 

received 
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received  in  the  reading  of  Cicero.  Were  we  to 
judge  of  the  progrefs  made  in  the  military  art 
by  a  like  rule,  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  fire, 
that  the  progrefs  of  M.  de  Guibert  is  great, 
from  the  profound  admiration  with  which  he  is 
penetrated  for  the  genius  which  your  majefty 
has  imparted  to  that  nectflary  but  fatal  art.  But 
of  this  the  Csefar  of  our  age  muft  judge ;  and, 
(hould  he  think  the  work  worthy  of  any  eftima- 
tion,  the  author  will  be  highly  delighted  with 
the  praife  Csefar  mall  pleafe  to  beftow,  which 
will  be  the  nobleft  recompenfe  his  labour  can 
receive. 

The  Academy  of  Sciences,  at  Paris,  has  elect- 
ed M.  de  la  Grange  a  foreign  aflbciate,  as  I  have 
previoufly  announced  to  your  majefty.  He  was 
indebted  for  a  unanimity  of  votes  to  his  own  fu- 
perior  merit,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  the  aflur- 
ance  I  gave  my  fellow  academicians  that  they 
would  perform  an  act  agreeable  to  your  majefty, 
whofe  name  is  fo  dear,  fo  precious,  to  the  fci- 
ences,  by  the  protection  you  grant  them,  and 
the  knowledge  with  which  they  are  enriched  by 
you. 

Europe  hopes  that  your  majefty  will  not  reft 

fatisfied  with  inftructing  her,  but  that  you  will 

procure  her  peace.     As  I  have  no  doubt  of  your 

majefty's  great  influence,  in  the  treaty  between 

4  the 
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ihe  Porte  and  Ruflia,  I  take  the  liberty  to  re- 
commend one  object,  which  I  continually  have 
at  heart;  and  that  is  to  obtain,  from  Sultan 
Muftapha,  the  rebuilding  of  the  temple  of  Jc- 
rufalem,  that  the  Sorbonne  may  be  embarrafled, 
and  philofophy  find  recreation.  Yet  I  ftill  more 
ardently  defire  that  the  Being,  whatever  he 
may  be,  who  prefides  over  the  univerfe,  mould 
long  preferve  your  majefty  for  the  good  of  that 
poor  philofophy  which  is  perfecuted,  or  vilified, 
almoft  every  where,  except  in  your  ftates. 
I  am,  with  the  utmoft  refpecl:,  &c. 


LETTER     XC. 

'3ilsl<,  bflfi  fv;r:^;i  r>;h  to  5?o] 

From  the  King. 

June  20,  1772. 

1  BEGIN  by  congratulating  you  on  your 
new  academical  dignity,  which  proves  that  merit 
ftill  meets  reward  in  France,  and  that  the  nation 
can  difcern  thofe  whofe  great  talents  are  worthy 
of  recompenfe.  You  know  that  Apollo  pro- 
mifes  his  difciples  nothing  more  than  a  few 
fprigs  of  laurel,  and  praife.  Thefe  you  at  pre- 
fent  enjoy,  in  the  moft  celebrated  academy  of 

Europe, 
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Europe,  whence  you  diftribute  honours  on  great 
men,  and  fuch  as  diftinguifh  themfelves  among 
foreign  nations.  I  am  glad  to  fee  our  La  Grange 
one  of  the  number.  I  am  too  ignorant  of  the 
mathematics  to  judge  of  his  fcientific  merit,  but 
I  have  fufficient  knowledge  to  do  juftice  to  his 
character,  which  is  mild  and  modeft. 

The  approbation  you  beftow  on  the  fhort 
academical  difcourfe,  read  in  the  prefence  of  the 
queen  of  Sweden,  renders  it  fupportable  to  me  : 
for,  in  reality,  fuch  fubjects  are  worn  thread- 
bare. Every  hearer  divines  what  can  be  faid  ; 
all  that  I  could  do  was  to  prefent  the  picture 
under  another  point  of  view,  relative  to  the 
good  of  the  ftate.  My  fuccefs  will  furpafs  my 
hopes,  mould  this  attempt  awaken,  in  the  rtfinds 
of  readers^the  love  of  the  fciences,  and  a  tafie 
for  the  fine  arts;  but  I  can  expect  no  fuch  mi* 
racles.  Provided  this  tafte  be  promoted  in  Pruf- 
fia,  and  all  my  efforts  are  that  it  mould  be,  I 
ought  to  be  fatisfied.  The  fciences  are  travel- 
lers ;  they  have  been  in  Greece,  Italy,  France^ 
and  England.  And  why  mould  they  not  make 
fome  ftay  in  Pruffia  ?  This  may  be  hoped,  and 
the  very  fuppofition  gives  me  great  pleafure. 

Do  you  know  that  you  have  made  me  very 

proud  ?  What !   One  of  the  forty  of  the  French 

academy  cite  my  Teutonic  poetry  !  1  really  be- 

7  Sin 
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gin  to  believe  myfelf  a  poet ;  and,  as  foon  as 
that  peace  which  you  do  me  the  honour  to  at- 
tribute to  me  fhall  be  concluded,  I  will  fend  you 
the  fixth  canto. 

I  have  written  to  Holland,  to  obtain  the  poft- 
bumous  works  of  poor  Helvetius,  but  have  not 
received  any  anfwer.  I  imagine  the  work  is 
not  yet  come  from  the  prefs.  He  was  a  wor* 
thy  man,  and  I  fhall  read  his  works  again  with 
pleafure. 

I  am  to  have  grand  company  in  a  few  days. 
The  queen  of  Sweden  is  coming  here,  with  a 
part  of  her  family,  and  I  fhall  have  Phedra  and 
Mahomet  performed,  for  her  entertainment. 
The  adlors  who  are  to  play  thefe  tragedies  are 
but  juft  arrived,  I  cannot  therefore  judge  oF 
their  talents. 

We  have  juft  loft  Touflaint,  and  I  am  in  want 
of  a  good  rhetorician  in  his  place.  I  have  thought 
of  De  Lille,  the  translator  of  Virgil,  to  whom 
I  beg  you  will  make  the  propofal.  Should  he 
refufe,  I  entreat  you  would  mention  fome  other 
perfon  of  merit,  and  who  may  become  eminent 
in  the  belles  tettres,  as  a  member  of  our  aca- 
demy. I  fend  you  commiffions,  but  who  is 
more  capable  of  executing  them  than  yourfelf? 
For  which  reafon  I  (hall  be  glad  if  you  will  take 
this  trouble. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c, 

1— <  lii  JL  - 
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LETTER     XCI. 

From  the  King. 

July  23,  1772. 

I  DID  not  exped  to  receive  a  work  on 
tactics  from  a  philofopher,  who  is  an  Encyclo- 
pedift.  This  is  as  if  the  pope  were  to  addrefs 
a  work  to  me  on  toleration.  I  have  not  entirely 
read  the  book  of  the  young  officer ;  but,  look- 
ing over  the  preface,  I  there  found  things  which 
certainly  deferve  to  be  corrected,  that  homage 
may  be  paid  to  truth.  The  young  author  in- 
confiderately  affirms  that  the  Pruflians  are  not 
brave ;  whereas  it  was  to  their  valour  that  I  was 
indebted  for  all  my  fuccefs  in  war.  This  young 
man  ought  to  have  known  that,  however  great 
may  be  the  addrefs  and  dexterity  of  troops,  they 
will  never  vanquifh  an  enemy,  except  by  driv- 
ing him  from  the  place  in  which  he  is  potted  ; 
and  that  this  cannot  be  executed  but  by  brave 
and  determined  men.  The  pafiage  deferving  of 
cenfure  ought  to  be  effaced ;  for,  by  reading  the 
titles  of  the  chapters,  I  perceive  it  to  be  the 
work  of  a  man  of  genius,  who  endeavours  to 
gain  information  himfelf  and  to  inform  others, 
and  who  is  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  diftin- 
guifh  himfelf.  You  will  have  the  kindnefs  to 

digeft 


CORRESPONDENCE.  305 

digefl  this  fhort  pafTage,  concerning  a  profe/Iion 
which  you  do  nor  love,  but  under  the  protection 
of  which  all  other  profeffions  are  exercifed. 

You  do  me  much  honour  to  fuppofe  my  in- 
fluence fo  great  with  Muftapha.  There  was 
but  little  difficulty  to  infpire  him  with  pacific 
fentiments,  becaufe  he  wanted  the  means  of 
continuing  the  war;  and,  by  prolonging  it, 
he  would  have  endangered  the  total  overthrow 
of  his  empire.  I  will  venture  to  foretel  that 
the  earth  will  not  open,  and  vomit  forth  flames, 
to  confume  the  workmen  who  (hall  rebuild  the 
temple  of  Jerufalem.  The  treafury  of  Muftapha 
is  too  empty,  after  the  enormous  expences  of 
the  war,  for  him  to  undertake  fuch  a  work ; 
nor  are  the  Jews  of  Conftantinople  fufficiently 
wealthy  for  the  enterprize;  therefore,  to  fuc- 
ceed,  the  Encyclopedifts  muft  make  a  collection 
over  the  whole  earth,  and  impofe  a  tax  on  free 
thinkers,  with  which  money  we  will  raife  the 
edifice,  in  defpite  of  fire  and  flames. 

Do  not  however  imagine  that,  when  the  tem- 
ple (hall  be  built,  the  gentlemen  of  the  Sor- 
bonne  will  be  unhorfed.  They  will  find  quib- 
bles, diftinctions,  and  fophtfms,  and  perfuade 
mankind  that  the  new  temple  will  not  (land 
upon  the  place  on  which  the  old  was  formerly 
built.  At  Paris,  they  will  draw. maps  of  Jerufa- 

VOL.  xi.  X  lem, 
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km,  without  ever  having  been  there,  and  ds- 
monftrate  to  the  devout  that  God,  by  a  miracle, 
laughing  at  the  incredulous,  fo  fafcinated  their 
eyes  that  they  chofe  a  fpot  very  diftant  from  that 
of  the  temple  of  Solomon,  for  the  foundation 
of  their  edifice.  Fanatics,  who  are  determined 
that  truth  (hall  always  be  on  their  fide,  although 
they  never  refpeft  truth,  but  are  in  the  habit  of 
lying  with  impunity,  will  never  be  found  with- 
out an  anfwer.  Thefe  good  gentlemen  however 
are  fo  reviled,  and  in  fo  much  difcredit,  among 
thinking  people,  that  they  cannot  become  more 
contemptible  than  they  already  are.  Let  us 
therefore  leave  to  doctor  Tamponet,  doflor  Ri- 
boulet,  and  to  the  modern  Garafles*,  the  feeble 

*  Carafe  was  a  Jefuit,  whofe  writings,  efpecialfy  againft 
t:;e  famous  advocate  Pafquier,  were  remarkable  for  their  viru- 
lence. Pafquier,  as  early  as  the  fixteenth  century,  pleading 
for  the  univerfity  of  Paris  againft  the  Jefuits,  enumerated  their 
v;ces  as  a  fociety,  and  afferted  they  deferved  to  be  exterminated 
out  of  France.  Garaffe,  among  other  paflages  not  lefs  amuf- 
ing  for  their  abfurd  acrimony,  has  the  following — -"  Adieu 
"  Mailer  Pafquier;  adieu  wormwood;  adieu  lawyer  without 
*'  conscience ;  adieu  head  without  brain  ;  adieu  man  without 
"  humanity ;  adieu  Chriftian  without  religion  ;  adieu  arch 
"  enemy  of  the  holy  fee ;  adieu  unnatural  fon,  that  pro- 
"  claimed  thy  mother's  fhame  ;  adieu  till  the  meeting.of  that 
<<  great  parliament  (the  refurreftion)  when  thou  {halt  plead 
"  no  more  for  tLe  univerfiiy."  This  was  written  after  the 
death  of  the  advocate,  and  addrefled — "  To  the  late  Stephen 
"  Pafquier,  'wherever  he  may  be."  1*. 

argument 
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Argument  of  Ammianus  Marcellinus  to   prop 
up  the  old  magic  palace,  which  is  falling  to  de* 

ta7-  .         ,    , 

Philofophers  and  divine  minds,  the  children  of 
univerfal  reafon,  have  taught  men  to  think,  and 
have  at  length  fwept  from  the  imagination  thetales 
of  the  Afs's  fldn  and  Blue-beard  -,  which  have 
fo  long  been  held  facred,  by  knaves  in  caffocks* 
For  this  reafon  it  is  that  I  love  thefe  philofo- 
phers,  and  that  all  men  of  fenfe  ought  to  erect 
altars  to  their  memory.  I  mail  dedicate  a  fmali' 
one  to  the  Anaxagoras  of  the  Encyclopedic,  and 
addrefling  him  mall  fay — "  My  common  fenfe 
"  blefles  thy  fuperior  reafon,  that  brumes 
(t  away  the  ruft  which  clogs  the  wheels  of  the 
"  machine  of  intelligence  j  that  teaches  men  to 
u  examine,  to  combine,  to  fufpect  themielvea 
c<  and  to  take  nothing  for  granted,  which  experi- 
"  ence  has  not  proved."  I  mall  then  offer  up  a 
(hort  prayer  to  the  fortunate  genius  of  France — - 
"  Oh  Genius,  if  ftill  thou  protected  the  empire 
f(  of  the  Gauls,  watch  over  the  days  of  Anaxa- 
r<  goras,  who  is  the  only  one  that  remains  of 
tc  their  great  men !  Suffer  not  the  fickle  of 
"  Death  to  cut  off  his  harveft,  when  but  half 
"  ripe  !  Confirm  his  health,  and  let  him  behold 
"  fcions  of  fcience  rifing  under  his  made,  that 
X  2  «  one 
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(f  one  day  Hull  be  capable  of  affording  equal 
"(belter!" 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


LETTER      XCII. 

From  M.  TfAlemlert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  Auguft  14, 

I  HAVE  not  been  negligent  in  my  endea- 
vours to  render  myfelf  worthy  of  the  confidence 
with  which  your  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to 
honour  me,  by  empowering  me  to  choofe  a 
profeffor  of  rhetoric  and  logic,  for  your  aca- 
demy*. After  the  moft  exact  enquiry,  I  be- 
lieve I  have  fucceeded,  and  have  the  honour  to 
fend  a  profeffor  to  your  majefty,  for  whofe  capa- 
city, character,  and  conduct,  I  think  I  may 
anfwer.  I  have  written  more  at  length  to  M. 
de  Catt,  who  will  inform  your  majefty. 

Not  as  a  philofopher  and  encyclopedift  did  I 
take  the  liberty  to  fend  your  majefty  the  Efiay 
on  Tactics,  by  M.  de  Guibert,  but,  with  all  Eu- 

*  Acadtm'ie  des  gentil/bommes — Founded  by  the  king,  for 
fifteen  of  the  young  nobility,  immediately  after  the  conclufion 
of  the  peace  of  1 763 .         T. 
3 
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rope,  as  an  admirer  of  the  great  and  rare  military 
talents  of  your  majefty,  did  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
inform  you  of  a  work  in  which  the  homage  due  to 
thofe  fublime  talents  is  paid ;  a  -work  of  which 
your  majefty  is  the  bed  j-..cige  the  author  can 
defire,  and  whole  approbation  would  be  the 
moll  honourable,  and  the  m  .ft  flattering,  he 
co:;ld  receive.  This  ai  probation,  fire,  fhould 
there  be  any  necdfity,  might  counterbalance 
the  judgment  of  all  Europe :  like  as  Lucan 
eftimated  the  fuffrage  of  Cato  equal  to  that  of 
the  gods. 

I  perceive,  with  pain,  your  majefty  is  not 
fatisfied  with  the  pafiage  in  the  preliminary  dif- 
courfe,  in  which  you  think  the  Pruflians  are 
accufed  of  want  of  valour.  I  have  not  the 
work  before  me,  to  juflify  the  author,  who  is 
departed  on  a  journey  of  fome  months,  and 
of  whom  I  cannot  demand  what  his  reafons 
could  be  for  fuch  a  reproach  :  yet  am  I  very 
certain  his  intention  could  not  have  been  to  ac- 
cufe  troops  that  have  gained  at  leaff  twelve  bat- 
tles with  the  want  of  courage.  I  am  perfuaded 
his  meaning  only  could  be  that  the  P ruffians 
would  not  have  been  Ib  fuccefsful,  had  they 
been  nothing  more  than  brave,  and  had  they 
not  poffelfed  a  general  of  fuch  confummate 
knowledge  in  military  manoeuvres,  which  are 
X  3  now 
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now  more  than  ever  necefiary.  This  aflertion, 
far  from  being  a  reproach,  appears  to  me  to  be 
additional  praife,  both  to  thefe  brave,  troops 
and,  particularly,  to  the  hero  by  whom  they 
were  commanded. 

Such,  fire,  is  the  anfwer  I  think  my  encyclo- 
pedic philofophy  may  return  to  your  majefty, 
in  juftification  of  a  young  officer,  with  whofe 
admiration  of  you,  and  efteem  for  your  troops, 
I  am  acquainted.  I  (hall  not  be  equally  eager 
to  juftify  myfelf,  concerning  your  majefty's  ac- 
cufation  that  I  do  not  love  war.  How  would 
this  be  poflible  to  a  philofophic  fovereign,  who 
in  his  works  has  fo  well  defcribed  the  evils 
which  war  brings  on  mankind;  who  never 
made  war,  except  when  forced  by  circum- 
ftances;  whofe  whole  endeavours,  during  four 
or  five  years,  feem  to  have  been  to  avoid  war; 
and  who,  to  obtain  his  purpofe,  has  acted  with 
prudence  and  equity  fuch  as,  at  this  moment, 
excites  the  admiration  of  all  Europe? 

I  have  no  doubt  that  Muftapha  has  the  beft  of 
reafons,  to  conform  to  the  pacific  fentiments  with 
which  he  has  been  infpired  by  your  majefty ;  a 
new  proof  that  you  are  as  little  in  love  with  war 
as  I  am.  But  I  am  not  quite  fatisfied  to  find 
your  majefty  has  not  faid  a  fingle  word  concern- 
ing the  temple  of  Jerufajem.  The  rebuilding 

of 
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of  this  temple,  fire,  is  my  paffion  ;  as  the  de.- 
ftruftion  of  the  Chriftian  religion  is  that  of  the 
patriarch  of  Ferney.  I  well  know  that,  did  the 
doctors  of  the  Sorbonne  behold  the  temple 
{landing,  they  would  find  fome  mode  of  ex- 
plaining away  the  prophecy.  God  be  thanked, 
they  have  anfwered  objections  equally  difficult. 
I  ftill  however  think  well  enough  of  them  to 
prefume  that,  at  lead  for  a  fhort  time,  and  at 
firft,  they  would  find  themfelves  under  fome 
little  embarraffment ;  and  I  very  much  wifh 
Muftapha  had  the  wit  to  play  them  this  knave's 
trick :  after  which  we  Oipuld  go  to  mafs,  as 
ufual,  and  mould  only  laugh  a  little  the  more  at 
thofe  by  whom  mafs  is  faid, 

I  know  not  whether  your  majefty  \yill  venture 
to  inform  the  RufGans,  your  dear  allies,  of  a 
little  accident  which  has  juft  happened,  at  Spa, 
fo  one  of  their  countrymen.  This  perfon  had 
patted  fome  mpnths  at  Paris,  where  he  had 
learnt  to  drefs  with  elegance.  Accordingly,  he 
had  ordered  a  green  coat,  made  in  the  height 
of  the  famion ;  but  a  horfe,  feeing  him  thus 
drelfed,  miftopk  him  for  a  bundle  of  green  fod- 
der, and  gave  him  fo  rude  a  bite  in  the  moulder, 
that  the  poor  green  man  is  ferioufly  ill.  I  be- 
lieve the  uniform  of  the  Ruffian  infantry  is 
X  4  green; 
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green ;  would  not  this,  fire,  be  a  good  reafon 
to  have  it  changed  ? 

I  endeavour  to  laugh,  fire,  when,  alas !  I  have 
no  great  inclination  ;  for,  if  the  horfes  at  Spa 
miflake  Ruffians  for  bundles  of  green  fodder,  fit. 
to  eat,  the  inquifitors  believe  philofophers  to  be. 
bundles  of  ftraw,  fit  for  nothing  but  to  make 
a  blaze.  I  am  difgufted  with  writing,  and,  not- 
withftanding  the  little  efteem  in  which  your  ma- 
jefty  holds  geometry,  I  mould  take  refuge  in  that 
afylum,  could  my  poor  head  fupport  the  necef- 
fary  application.  I  mean  however  to  attempt 
a  continuation  of  the  hiftory  of  the  French  aca- 
demy ;  but  how  great  will  be  my  fufferings, 
while  I  refrain  from  fpeaking  my  thoughts. 
I  (hall  even  be  happy  if,  while  concealing 
them,  I  can  but  lead  the  reader  to  imagine 
what  they  are. 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refpect,  moft 
lively  gratitude,  and  the  moft,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER       XCI1I. 

From  M.  jyAlemlert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  Augufl  22,  177?* 

1  HIS  letter  will  be  preferred  to  you  by 
M.  Borelli,  whom  1  have  the  honour  to  fend  to 
fill  up  the  double  poll  of  the  late  M.  Touflaint, 
in  the  Royal  Academy  of  the  Noble?,  and  the 
Royal  Academy  of  the  Sciences,  two  feminaries 
which  do  equal  honour  to  your  majefty  ;  the 
one  by  its  inftitution,  the  other  by  its  renewal, 
and  the  protection  which  is  granted  it  by  the 
philofopher  of  kings,  and  the  king  of  philofo- 
phers.  M.  de  Catt  inuft  already  have  rendered 
an  account  to  your  majefty,  of  the  minute  and 
numerous  enquiries  I  made,  relative  to  M. 
Borelli.  In  confequence  of  thefe,  and  what  I 
know  of  his  abilities  and  character,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  he  will  merit  the  bounties  with  which  I 
entreat  your  majefty  to  be  pleafed  to  honour 
him.  I  have  hitherto  been  tolerably  fuccefs- 
ful,  in  correfponding  to  the  confidence  placed 
in  me  by  your  majefty,  and  in  the  choice  of 
various  perfons,  which  choice  you  have  done 
me  .the  honour  to  commit  to  my  care ;  and  I 
have  every  reafon  to  hope  I  (hall  not,  on  the 
prefent  occaiion,  incur  reproach. 

M.  Borelli, 
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M.  Borelli.,  when  he  (hall  prefent  this  letter  to 
your  majefly,  is  at  the  fame  time  charged  to  de- 
liver you  a  work,  written  by  one  of  my  friends, 
who  has  commiffioned  me  to  prefent  his  perform- 
ance to  a  judge  fo  excellent.  The  author,  fire, 
is  M.  le  Chevalier  de  Chatellux  ;  a  man  of 
quality,  of  one  of  the  moft  ancient  families  in 
France ;  a  brigadier  in  the  royal  army,  pofTefled 
of  underftandirig  and  merit,  and  penetrated  with 
admiration  for  your  majefty.  The  conftant  ap- 
plipation  which  the  chevalier  de  Chatellux  has 
beftowed  on  his  profeffion,  has  not  prevented 
him,  after  your  majefty's  example,  from  fuccefs- 
fully  cultivating  letters  and  philofophy.  The 
work  he  has  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  ma- 
jefty will  prqve  that,  to  an  extenfive  knowledge 
of  hiftory,  philofophic  views,  and  the  love  of 
humanity,  he  adds  the  talent  of  a  writer. 

The  purpp.rt  of  his  work  is  to  prove  that  the 
human  fpecies  is  lefs  wretched  than  formerly ; 
and  that,  in  confequence  of  t;he  progrefs  of 
knowledge,  evil  will  continually  decreafe.  This 
1  rather  with  than  hope  ;  but,  be  your  majefty's 
thoughts  on  the  fubjed  what  they  may,  I  have 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  work  will  infpire  you 
with  efteem  for  the  author ;  by  which,  fhould 
your  majefty  be  pleafed  to  inform  him  of  it,  he 
will  be  infinitely  flattered  :  and  he,  fire,  is  the 

more 
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more  deferring  of  fo  foothing  a  mark  of  kind- 
nefs  by  being,  at  prefent,  alrnoft  the  only  perfon, 
of  diftinguifhed  birth,  in  this  unfortunate  king- 
dom, who  truly  loves  letters,  and  the  literati. 
Ah  !  fire,  how  much  need  has  this  wretched  lite- 
rature that  a  protedor  like  yourfelf  fhould  long 
be  preferved !  Dating  from  the  adrniniftration  of 
cardinal  de  Fleury,  and  even  farther  back,  how- 
many  years  have  paired  away,  in  France,  fines 
letters  have  remained  without  encouragement, 
and  deftitute  of  refpect !  Nay  they  are  even 
hated,  at  prefent;  nor  is  there  a  man  in  office  who 
is  not  their  open  or  their  fecret  enemy.  Your 
majefty,  who  has  had  the  goodnefs  to  denote 
your  fatisfaftion,  at  my  new  and  infignificant 
dignity  of  fecretary  of  the  French  academy,  can- 
not imagine  all  the  artifices  that  were  employed, 
to  deprive  me  of  the  place.  The  members  were 
far  from  unanimous  in  their  votes.  All  the  aca- 
demicians of  the  court  and  the  church,  that  is 
to  fay  near  one-third,  were  inimical  to  me.  But 
it  is  a  pleafure  to  be  judged  by  our  peers ;  and 
I  am  confoled  and  flattered  that  all  my  fellow 
members,  who  are  men  of  letters,  fupported  me; 
one  only  excepted,  who  is  a  pried,  and  a  bigot- 
ted  politician.  A  perfon  of  Verfailles  has  aflured 
me  that,  notwithstanding  the  plurality  of  votes, 
I  mould  have  been  excluded  by  the  court,  had 

not 
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not  thofe  marks  of  bounty  which  I  have  received 
from  foreigners,  and  efpecially  from  your  ma- 
jefly,  been  my  protection-  Nor  is  this  the  firft 
time  that  I  have  felt  how  much  I  am  indebted 
to  your  majefty's  bounty,  for  preferving  me  from* 
perfecntion  in  my  own  country.  Marfhal  de 
Richelieu,  the  moll  bitter  of  the  enemies  of  li- 
terature, philofophy,  and  every  kind  of  merit, 
the  man  fo  gratuitouily  celebrated  by  the  philofo- 
pher  of  Ferney,  was  at  the  head  of  the  cabal. 
Enraged  at  his  ill  fuccefs,  he  revenged  himfelf 
on  poor  De  Lille,  the  tranflator  of  the  Qeorgics, 
whom  he  has  caufed  to  be  excluded  from  the 
academy,  after  having  been  almoft  unanimoufly 
voted  one  of  its  members,  and  though  De  Lille 
is  as  eflimable  for  his  character  and  conduct  as 
he  is  for  talents. 

He  is  highly  flattered  and  honoured  by  the 
defire  your  majefty  has  teftified,  to  fee  an  entire 
tranflation  of  Virgil,  executed  by  him.  He  has 
already  finifhed  the  fourth  book,  which  appears 
to  me  excellent.  The  efforts  of  fuperftition  are 
vain ;  men  of  letters  are  ants,  and  rebuild  their 
city,  when  it  has  been  deftroyed. 

I  have  been  informed  that  the  poem  of  M. 
Helvetius,  on  Happinefs,  may  be  had  at  Deux 
Fonts,  and  that  it  is  preceded  by  a  very  well 
written  preface,  with  the  author  of  which  I  am 

unacquainted. 
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unacquainted.  I  am  likewife  affured  that  ano- 
ther work  by  Helvetius,  in  profe,  and  much 
more  confiderable,  is  now  in  the  prefs.  I  am 
ignorant  even  of  its  title,  but  it  is  faid  to  be  a 
kind  of  fupplement  to  his  book  on  the  under- 
ftanding*. 

I  am  with  the  moft  profound  refped:,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  take  the  liberty,  fire,  to  add  to  this 
prolix  and  dull  letter  a  portrait,  which  has  been 
engraved  here,  beneath  which  are  verfes  that 
my  mathematical  mufe  has  ventured  to  write 
on  your  majefty,  to  whom  I  believe,  bad  as  they 
are,  they  are  already  known.  It  is  to  me  a  pre- 
cious portrait,  becaufe  it  will  remain  a  monu- 
ment of  the  fentiments  with  which  I  have  long 
been  devoted  to  your  majefty.  I  wifh  the  lines 
were  better ;  however  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  with 
Boileau,  though  his  fubject  was  very  different, 

JVon,  «OH,  fur  cefujet,  pour  ecrire  avec  grace, 
II ne  faut  point  monter  aufommet  du  ParnaJJe  ; 
Et,  fans  aller  rdver  dans  le  double  vallont 
Lefentimentfuffit,  et  vaut  un  Apollon  f . 

I  have  hung  this  portrait  in  my  cabinet,  be- 

*  De  PEfprit — The  title  of  the  pofthumous  work  is— fie 
r Homme  fc?  defes  Facultes  :  or,  Of  Man  and  hh  Faculties.  T. 

•j-  To  write  on  fuch  a  fubjedl  well,  we  need  not  afcend  the 
Parnaflian  hill,  nor  dream  in  the  double  valley ;  to  feel  will 
be  fufficient,  and  equal  to  infpiration. 

tween 
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twecn  Defcartes,  Newton,  Henry  IV.  and  Vo'f- 
caire ;  and  I  hope  your  majefty  will  not  reproach 
me,  for  having  introduced  you  into  bad  com- 
pany. 1  conclude,  fire,  blufhing  at  the  wafte 
1  have  made  of  your  precious  tinie,  and  mail 
only  add  that,  mould  your  majefty  ftand  in  need 
of  proper  matters,  for  your  academy,  for  the 
young  nobility,  or  any  other  purpofe,  I  do  not 
defpair  but  that  fuch  I  (hall  be  able  to  procure'. 


LETTER      XCIV. 
Frm  the  King. 

September  17,  1772. 

1H  E  profeflbr  of  rhetoric,  whom  you 
have  procured  for  me,  adds  to  my  former  obli- 
gations, and  will  contribute  to  the  improve- 
ment of  an  academy  which  1  have  much  at  heart, 
and  the  progrefs  of  which  has  hitherto  tolerably 
well  anfwered  my  expectations.  The  care  of 
education  is  an  important  object  to  fovereigns* 
which  ought  riot  to  be  neglected,  and  which  t 
extend  to  the  provinces.  Such  are  the  amufe- 
ments  of  my  old  age.  I  in  a  manner  renounce 
that  fine  profeffion  on  which  M.  de  Guibert 
gives  fuch  eloquent  leffons.  War  demands  the 

f  ardour 
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ardour  of  youth,  and  ill  correfponds  with  my 
weight  of  years.  Not  to  mention  that,  in  con- 
formity to  the  fentiments  of  our  mafters,  the 
Encyclopedifts,  I  do  not  content  myfelf  with 
maintaining  my  fmall  domains  in  peace,  but 
preach  peace  to  others.  I  hope  the  Turk  will 
liften  to  me,  though  there  are  fome  who  addict 
themfelves  to  the  trade  *,  and  who  preach  war. 
However,  I  have  a  doling  period  in  my  pocket, 
which  I  hope  will  convince  more  effectually  than 
all  the  fine  phrafes.of  thefe  warlike  preachers, 
In  fine,  you  (hall  have  the  fixth  canto  of  the 
confederates,  that  you  may  be  in  poireffion  of 
all  the  follies  which  enter  my  imagination. 

In  quality  of  prophet,  I  foretel  peace;  al- 
though it  is  not  yet  concluded.  Were  the  dif- 
ficulties to  be  removed  not  fo  numerous,  the 
building  of  the  temple  of  Jerufalem  mould  be 
one  of.  the  articles ;  but  we  muft  not  at  prefent 
add  a  condition  which  would  but  embroil  the 
bufmefs.  This  may  become  the  fubject  of  a 
private  treaty.  Let  not  the  Sorbonne  however 
have  the  leail  intimation  of  the  matter,  or  you 
.will  fee  the  purfes  of  the  devout  emptied,  and 
the  purcft  of  your  gold  fent  into  Turkey,  to 

*  £>nlfe  mele  du  metier^— Alluding  I  imagine  to  the  Mufti 
and  the  Ulemats,  who  the  king  tells  us,  in  another  paflage, 
were  bribed  by  the  French  and  promoted  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  T. 

coun- 
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counteract  the  patrons  of  the  temple.  Were 
the  temple  however  to  be  built,  the  fquare  caps 
of  theSorbonne  would  maintain,  with  their  hack- 
nied  fophifms  and  a  moft  noble  effrontery,  that 
fact  is  falfehood.  So  hard,  fo  repulfive,  are  the 
fculls  of  priefts ;  efpecially  of  doctors.  We  have 
feen  them  fupport  their  opinions  in  defpite  of 
proof.  You  will  laugh  at  them,  and  they  will 
anathematize  you  ;  but  no  matter,  laugh  on. 

1  know  not  whether  the  horfes  of  Spa  do  or 
do  not  eat  Ruffians,  but  I  certainly  know  it  is  a 
food  the  JanilTaries  cannot  digeft.  I  hope  this 
adventure  will  not  be  inferted  in  the  hiftory  of 
your  academy,  of  which  you  will  acquit  your- 
felf  with  ability  equal  to  what  you  have  always 
hitherto  difcovered.  The  academy  certainly 
could  not  have  made  a  better  choice  of  a  per- 
petual fecretary ;  and,  now  that  Fontenelle  is 
no  more,  it  was  the  only  means  to  have  their 
memoirs  read.  I  mail  be  one  of  your  readers 
and  admirers,  and  among  thofe  who  intereft 
themfelves  in  whatever  concerns  your  happinefs 
and  preservation. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c, 


I   ET- 
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LETTER    xcv. 

From  the  King* 

O&ober  6t  1771. 

M.  BORELLI  is  juft  arrived,  and  has 
given  me  the  packet  ycru  committed  to  his 
charge.  As  far  as  I  can  judge>  he  appears  to 
be  able  and  exceedingly  willing.  I  immediately 
explained  to  him  the  nature  of  his  duties ;  and 
as,  in  the  plan  of  education  which  is  adopted 
by  the  academy,  there  are  methods  greatly  dif- 
ferent from  many  of  thofe  practifed  by  other 
fchools,  thefe  I  pointed  out  to  him,  and  have  no 
doubt  but  he  will  anfwer  the  expectation  which 
his  good  name,  and  particularly  your  approba- 
tion has  excited.  The  defire  I  have  to  fee  this 
my  little  inftitution  fucceed  renders  me  much 
the  more  grateful  for  all  fuch  aids  as  can  pro- 
mote it?  progrefs.  The  further  we  advance  in 
life,  the  more  we  are  convinced  of  the  wrong 
done  to  fociety,  by  the  neglect  of  education  in 
youth.  1  take  all  poffible  means  to  correct  this 
abufe,  and  reform  the  colleges,  univerfities,  and 
even  the  village  fchools.  But  the  fruits  of  fuch 
cares  cannot  be  gathered  in  lefs  than  thirty  years; 
they  are  not  to  be  enjoyed  by  me.  I  however 
VOL.  xi.  Y  (hall 
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fhall  confole  myfelf,  by  procuring  my  country 
an  advantage  of  which  it  was  deftitute. 

I  really  do  not  underfland  you  French  people. 
Does  your  nation  fuppofe  that  the  high  reputa- 
tion it  acquired,  in  the  time  of  Louis  XIV.  was 
founded  on  any  other  bails  than  the  advantages 
it  derived  from  the  fludy  of  the  arts  and  fciences, 
dignified  by  that  air  of  grandeur  which  the  mo- 
narch imparted  to  all  his  actions  ?  It  ought  to 
be  remembered,  at  Paris,  that  Athens  formerly 
drew  a  concourfe  of  people  from  all  nations, 
and  that  even  its  conquerors,  the  Romans,  re- 
paired thither  to  ftudy,  and  gain  information. 
Athens  at  prefent  is  become  defolate,  and  is 
vifited  by  no  man.  Paris  is  menaced  by  a  limi- 
lar  fate,  mould  it  not  better  know  how  to  preferve 
the  advantages  it  porTerTes.  Inclofed  is  a  letter  for 
the  chevalier  de  Chatellux.  His  equals  were 
formerly  numerous  in  France.  Nobility  defti- 
tute  of  knowledge  is  a  vain  title,  which  places 
an  ignorant  man  in  the  glare  of  day,  and  ex- 
pofes  him  to  the  irony  of  thofe  who  (hall  thus 
feek  amufement. 

By  what  you  have  written,  I  perceive  th« 
academy,  like  the  court,  has  its  intrigues.  '  Per- 
fons  of  reftlefs  minds  every  where  cabal ;  but 
true  merit  furmounts  all  fuch  obftacles.  It 
ftruggles,  makes  its  way  through  the  crowd, 

and 
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and  is  finally  triumphant.  This  has  happened 
to  you,  and  the  fame  cannot  fail  to  happen  to 
M.  de  Lille,  who  in  my  opinion  is  more  an 
academician  than  one  half  of  your  forty. 

From  your  poftfcript,  I  learn  you  have  very 
honourably  placed  an  engraving  of  me  in  the 
company  of  people  fuperior  to  what  I  am,  or 
can  ever  become, 

I  fend  you  a  medal  which  has  been  ftruck, 
in  confequence  of  an  event  that  interefts  the 
Sarmatians,  and  I  know  not  whom  *.  I  wifh 
it  had  been  ftruck  in  confequence  of  the  con- 
clufion  of  peace  ;  but,  in  defpite  of  artifice  and 
machinations,  this  peace  will  be  concluded ;  and, 
if  fo  it  fliall  pleafe  the  Fates,  in  a  fhort  time. 
I  then  flatter  myfelf,  according  to  the  hopes 
given  me  by  M.  Borelli,  I  (hall  have  the  plea- 
fure  to  fee  you,  and  perfonally  be  able  to  a.flurc 
you  of  the  efteem  I  have  for  you. 

On  which  1  pray,  &c. 

*  The  partition  of  Poland. 


LET* 
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LETTER      XCVI. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 
SIRE,    i  Paris,  Oaoberj,  1772. 

I  H  AV  E  received  the  new  diatribe  *  of 
your  majefty,  againft  the  poor  the  moft  poor 
Polifh  Confederates,  and  their  no  lefs  poor  allies, 
if  we  ought  to  beftow  the  mean  epithet  of  dia- 
tribe on  an  excellent  piece  of  poetry.  For 
though  thofe  who  are  the  fubject  of  this  hu- 
morous poem  may,  by  their  ridiculous  con- 
duct, well  merit  fuch  an  epithet,  the  humour 
itfelf  is  deferving'of  one  more  worthy,  from  the 
wit,  mirth,  and  levity  with  which  it  abounds. 
Permit  me,  however,  fire,  to  add,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  a  good  and  honeft  Frenchman,  that  I 
fhould  have  been  better  pleafed  not  to  have 
feen  my  dear  countrymen  partakers  of  this  ridi- 
cule. I  mail  neither  examine  their  deferts  nor 
the  part  they  have  acted,  in  the  bufmefs.  I  am 
only  forry  that  the  end  of  the  cudgel,  which 
your  majefty  has  laid  on  the  moulders  of  the 
Poles,  has  reached  the  chevaliers  by  whom  they 
have  been  aided.  But,  as  I  aflume  no  part  of 

*  The  word  here  played  upon  beft  correfponds  to  the  word 
cration  taken  in  4  colloquial  fenfe.         T. 

their 
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their  fame  to  myfelf,  neither  {hall  I  accept  of 
any  of  the  raps  which  have  been  beftowed  on 
their  knuckles :  they  may  do  as  they  pleafe. 

The  circumftance,  fire,  which  moil  delights 
me,  at  the  conclufion  of  this  charming  poem,  is 
the  peace  which  is  there  foretold.     For,  mathe- 
matician as  I  am,   though  I  pique  myfelf  in 
taking  fome  pleafure  in  good  poetry,  I  take  ftill 
greater  pleafure  to  fee  men  live  in  unity  and 
peace.     The  letter  your  majefty  has  done  me 
the  honour  to  write  to  me  confirms  this  fweet 
hope,  and  induces  me  to  look  forward  to  ap- 
proaching peace.   Yet  it  is  here  affirmed  that  the 
congrefs  is  broken  up;  but  I  believe  the  word 
of  your  majefty  to  be  truth  itfelf,  and  hope  that, 
if  it  be  broken  up,  it  will  foon  again  be  renewed; 
thanks  to  the  period  in  your  majefty's  pocket,  * 
of  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  fpeak,  and 
which,  if  I  am  able   to  divine,   mould  be  a 
period  of  great  efficacy.     Full  of  confidence, 
fire,  in  this  eloquent-  period,  I  have  been  in  hafte 
to  announce  the  news  to  my  brother  Encyclo- 
pedifts,  who  have  this  thing  and  this  only  in 
common  with  the  church,  that,  like  her,  they 
hold  blood  in  abhorrence. 

Pleafantry  apart,  this  peace  will  crown  your 

majefty  with  glory,  becaufe  of  the  worthy  and  high 

part  you  have  acted  in  it ;  and,  though  I  confefs 

Y  g  that 
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that  additional  glory  to  your  majefty  is,  according 
to  the  proverb,  like  carrying  water  to  the  ocean, 
jftill  the  water  is  excellent  that  flows  from  fo  pure 
afource.  To  the  title  of  hero  will  be  added  that 
of  pacificator. 

I  am  only  vexed,  and  my  Encyclopedic 
brethren  participate  my  grief,  to  find  that  the 
re-edification  of  the  edificatory  temple  of  Jerufalem 
cannot  be  included,  as  a  fecret  article,  in  the 
treaty.  Since  nothing  better  can  be  done,  the 
Jews  muft  have  patience,  till  they  can  fettle  on 
the  banks  of  the  Jordan.  I  hope  the  Turks 
will  be  beaten  once  more,  in  the  -firft  war  they 
(hall  undertake  againft  a  philofophic  monarch 
in  reality,  and  a  Chriftian  king  for  form's  fake ; 
and  that  this  philofophic  hero,  being  no  good 
Chriftian,  will  render  the  Jews  this  fmall  fervice ; 
from  which  good  intention  he  may  even  gain 
fome  ready  money,  for  favours  ought  to  be 
reciprocal  *. 

The  profeflbr  whom  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  fend  your  majefty,  I  imagine  is  now  arrived 
at  Berlin  :  I  hope  your  majefty  has  feen  him, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will,  by  his  afliduity 
and  conduct,  fulfil  all  I  have  predicted. 

*  D'Alembert  appears  to  have  entertained  hopes  in  favour 
of  the  Jews,  who  were  feverely  treated  by  Frederic,  in  Pome- 
rclia,  from  hints  thus  given  under  the  mafk  of  jocularity.  T. 

I  know 
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I  know  not  whether  your  majefty  be  informed 
that  M.  Thiriot,  who  is  here  charged  with  your 
literary  correfpondence,  draws  very  near  his 
end.  Should  your  majefty  not  have  fixed  on  a 
fucceflbr  to  his  office,  and  mould  you  be  pleafed 
to  confide  in  my  choice,  I  take  the  liberty  to 
recommend,  on  the  fame  conditions,  M.  Suard,  a 
man  of  understanding,  tafte,  and  probity,  who  has 
long  been  fucceflively  employed  in  the  Journal 
Etr  anger  ^  and  the  Gazette  Litteraire,  and  who  is 
the  author  of  an  excellent  French  tranflation  of 
Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  Charles  V.  I  venture  to 
aflure  your  majefty  you  cannot  find  a  perfon 
who,  in  every  refpeft,  will  be  a  better  fubftitute 
to  M.  Thiriot,  and  I  dare  flatter  myfelf  you  will 
the  more  readily  believe  me,  becaufe  of  my 
known  zeal  in  the  interefts  of  your  majefty,  and 
of  the  experience  you  have  already  had,  of  the 
fcrupulous  attention  I  have  continually  paid  to 
the  felection  of  perfons,  the  choice  of  whom 
you  have  done  me  the  honour  to  confide 
to  me. 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refpecl,  the 
moft  lively  gratitude,  and  the  moft  fmcere  ad- 
miration, &c. 


Y  4  LET. 
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LETTER      XCVII. 

From  the  King. 

O&ober  27,  1772, 

I  CONCEIVED  how  great  was  the  rafh- 
nefs  of  a  German,  who  Tent  French  poetry  to 
an  academician  at  Paris ;  and,  what  is  more,  to 
one  of  the  forty.  I  felt  the  impertinence  of  re- 
mitting, to  one  of  the  firft  of  the  French  literati, 
a  fatire  upon  French  adventurers.  But,  three  or 
four  perfons  of  merit  excepted,  the  majority  of 
thefe  adventurers  confided  of  the  dregs  of  the 
laft  reduction  of  your  troops;  and,  as  to  my 
poetry,  as  it  pretended  to  nothing  higher  than 
the  ballad  ,/lyle,  it  appeared  to  me  that  a  Teu- 
tonic bard,  well  flocked  with  effrontery,  might 
venture  its  appearance. 

The  peace  in  which  you  intereft  yourfelf  is 
making  rapid  progrefs;  the  congrefs  has  renewed 
the  negociations,  and  before  the  clofe  of  winter 
the  troubles  of  the  Eafl  will  be  calmed.  I  am 
fcut  a  feeble  inftrument,  in  the  hands  of  Provi- 
dence,  co-operating  to  a  falutary  work.  The 
pacific  difpofitions  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruflla  are 
all  effectual,  in  this  affair;  the  only  honour 
can  reyert  to  me  is  that  I  have  fupported 
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the  interefts  of  the  emprefs,  by  negociation,  at 
Constantinople,  and  iS  other  courts.  Peace,  no 
doubt,  is  the  end  which  all  politicians  ought  to 
endeavour  to  attain  ;  but  how  vaft  are  the  com- 
buftible's  difperfed  over  the  earth,  and  how 
many  new  conflagrations  are  to  be  feared  !  Not 
all  the  waters  of  the  ocean  will  perhaps  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  extinguifh  them  ;  even. though  all  the 
Encyclopedifts  were  armed  with  buckets,  and 
fyringes,  and  were  to  confume  their  lives  in  the 
rudeft  labours. 

I  fhould  willingly  fend  fome  of  the  Hebrew- 
vermin,  of  which  I  fhould  be  glad  to  be  rid,  to 
the  new  temple  of  Jerufalem,  if  good  Mr.  Muf- 
tapha  could  be  perfuaded  to  allow  it  to  be  re- 
built.     But  the  fultan  is  more  embarrafied  by 
the  difficulty  of  regaining  Egypt,  than  by  the 
affairs  of  Sion.     Should  fome  rich  Jew  of  Lon- 
don, or  Amfterdam,  offer  him  a  large  fum,  and 
propofe  to  rebuild  the  temple,   I  imagine  the 
fultan  would  grant  his  aflent ;  but  your  wealthy 
Jews  love  their  money  better  than  their  fyna- 
gogue;  and  feclaries  difcover  fo  little  zeal  that 
•  they  will  not  purchafe  thofe  privileges,  at  the 
vileft  price,  for  which  they  formerly  cut  each 
others'  throats.      The    zealots  of  Europe   are 
all  confined  to  France.     Amiens  and  Touloufe 
have  lately  furnilhed  examples.    Spain  becomes 

ice; 
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ice;  Vienna  daily  grows  lukewarm ;  and  the 
Englifh  have  even  affirmed,  in  their  newf- 
papers,  that  the  pope  is  turned  Calvinift.  I 
will  not  warrant  the  fad,  but  I  have  feen  it  in 
print. 

Your  profeflbr  is  arrived,  and  you  mud  be- 
fore this  have  received  my  thanks.  His  begin- 
ning is  good,  nor  have  I  any  doubt  of  the  excel- 
lence of  your  choice. 

And  is  poor  Thiriot  departing !  Forty  years 
have  I  known  him,  yet  never  faw  him  in  my 
life.  In  his  youth  he  was  called  the  hawker  of 
Voltaire.  His  decline  has  been  evident ;  his 
letters  are  barren,  and  contain  nothing  either 
amufing  or  poignant.  Let  the  perfon  you  pro- 
pofe  write  me  a  fpecimen,  that  I  may  judge  of 
his  manner,  and  let  him  be  careful  not  to  omit 
any  of  the  anecdotes  of  Paris,  if  they  are  plea- 
fant ;  for  good  books  become  fo  rare  that  one  in 
a  year  fcarcely  makes  its  appearance,  though 
gaiety  remains  the  charafteriftic  of  the  nation. 

What  intelligence  mail  I  fend  you  from  this 
place,  except  that  one  end  of  the  empire  of 
anarchy  has  been  given  me,  to  reduce  to  order  ?' 
I  am  fo  embarraffed  that  I  could  wifh  to  recur 
to  fome  Encyclopedic  legiilator,  who  might 
eflablifh  laws  in  this  country,  which  mould  ren- 
der the  people  all  equal,  beftow  underftanding 
J  ©n 
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on  the  foolifli,  erafe  intereft  and  ambition  from 
the  heart  of  every  citizen,  and  fhould  prefent 
only  the  phantom  of  a  fovereign,  whom  they 
might  difmifs  whenever  they  thought  proper, 
and  one  who  mould  impofe  no  taxes,  but  mould 
furnifti  his  own  fupplies.  Such  are  the  high  ideas 
which  at  prefent  employ  my  mind.  Beautiful 
as  fuch  a  government  might  be,  I  defpair  of 
my  want  of  capacity  for  eftablifliing  it,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  which  your  learned  legiilators 
(who  never  have  governed)  prefcribe.  In  fine, 
we  muft  do  as  well  as  we  can,  and  I  muft  have 
credit  given  to  me  for  my  good  intentions ;  like 
a  fcholar  who  is  defirous  of  teaching  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  his  matters,  and  who,  not  well  compre- 
hending his  rules,  explains  them  erroneoufly. 

Continue  in  good  health,  and  take  care  of 
yourfelf,  that  I  may  again  have  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  you. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XCVIII. 

From  M.  D'dlembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  November  20,  1772. 

1  HAVE  received  the  beautiful  medal, 
which  your  majefty  has  done  me  the  honour  to 
fend,  and  the  fubject  of  which  is  the  new  pro- 
vinces you  have  acquired.  The  legend,  Regno 
redintegratO)  proves  that  your  majefty  but  once 
more  takes  porTeffion  of  what  anciently  belonged 
to  your  houfe.  If  I  do  not  miftake,  you  are 
now  mafter  of  a  great  part  of  the  trade  of  the 
Baltic,  and  I  congratulate  this  fea,  which,  I  be- 
Jieve,  never  before  had  a  mafter  fo  renowned. 
I  hope  it  will  be  to  her  advantage,  and  to  that 
cf  Europe  likewife,  as  far  as  commerce  is  con- 
cerned \  and  I '  ardently  wifli  that  both  may 
long  continue  to  enjoy  the  glorious  reign  of 
your  majefty. 

I  ftrongly  fufpected  that  the  pocket  period, 
which  you  were  pleafed  to  mention  in  one  of 
your  laft  letters,  would  be  efficacious  in  perfuad- 
ing  Muftapha  to  peace ;  and,  for  the  good  of 
mankind,  I  rejoice  that  this  fo  much  wimed-for, 
and  fo  neceflary  peace,  is  at  length  certain,  and 
near,  as  your  majefty  has  given  me  to  hope. 
6  I  tremble, 
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I  tremble,  and  allow  there  is  indeed  much  com- 
buftible  matter,  and  fome  perhaps  which  is  near 
enough  to  your  ftates  ;  but  I  firmly  confide  that 
he  who  could  Co  efficaciously  throw  water  on  the 
fire,  which  has  been  four  years  raging,  will  be 
fortunate  enough  to  extinguifh  the  fmothered 
embers.  Your  majefty  will  be  better  employed 
in  the  progrefs  of  education,  which  you  have  fo 
fuccefsfully  attended  to,  than  by  engaging  in 
foreign  quarrels. 

I  hope  you  will  b'e  fatisfied  with  the  profeflbr 
I  have  done  myfelf  the  honour  to  fend  you. 

I  imagine  your  majefty  will  by  this  courier 
receive  a  literary  letter  from  M.  Suard,  whom 
I  propofed  as  the  fucceflbr  to  poor  Thiriot. 
The  latter  died  a  few  days  fmce,  and  I  have 
reafon  to  believe  your  majefty  will  not  be  dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  intelligence  fent  by  M.  Suard. 
He  will  conform,  wjth  equal  zeal  and  intellect, 
to  all  your  majefty's  wilhes  ;  and  I  take  the 
liberty  to  renew  my  moft  humble  prayers  to 
your  majefty,  and  requeft  the  fame  favours,  in 
behalf  of  M.  Suard,  which  you  were  pleafed  to 
beftow  on  M.  Thiriot.  I  wait  your  orders,  and 
venture  to  hope  they  will  be  favourable. 

I  have  fent  your  majefty's  letter  to  the  cheva- 
lier de  Chatellux,  who  at  prefent  is  not  at  Paris, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but .  he  will  immediately 

return 
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return  his  moft  humble  thatiks  to  your  majefly. 
He  is  worthy  of  your  bounty  and  efleem,  by 
his  knowledge,  character,  deflre  of  information, 
and  his  military  afliduity,  which  is  not  impeded 
by  his  other  ftudies.  Unfortunately  for  the 
French  nation,  it  is  but  too  true  that  the  fame 
praife  can  only  be  beflowed  on  a  very  fmall 
number  of  his  rank.  The  majority  of  our  cour- 
tiers are  more  than  indifferent  to  literature;  they 
are  its  declared  enemies ;  for  they  are  convinced, 
in  their  hearts,  that  they  are  defpifed  by  men  of 
underftanding ;  though  it  muft  be  owned  that, 
in  this,  the  men  of  underftanding  are  very 
wrong.  We  continue  to  exift  on  our  former 
literary  fame ;  but  exiftence  fo  precarious  can- 
not long  be  fupported,  and  we  mail  become  the 
bye- word  of  Europe.  This  is  a  pity,  for  we 
were  formed  to  be  amiable ! 

Your  majefty  then  will  not  give,  or  at  lead 
procure,  by  the  intervention  of  Muftapha,  the 
Sorbonne,  the  fmall  mortification  to  fee  that 
temple  rebuilt  which,  were  it  {landing,  would 
caufe  them  fome  embarraffment. — Well,  for  the 
glory  of  our  holy  religion,  which  is  become 
more  intolerant  and  peffecuting  than  ever,  I 
fubmit !  God  be  praifed,  I  (hall  not  long  be  a 
fpeclator  of  thefe  evils !  Almoft  continual  watch- 
jngs  forebode  an  inflammatory  propenfity,  the 

,  conclufion 


CORRESPONDENCE.  335 

•onclufion  of  whish  will  probably  be  that  I 
(hall  take  leave  of  this  beft  of  poflible  worlds. 
I  (hall  without  difficulty  confole  myfelf,  (hould 
the  Fates  deign  to  add,  to  the  precious  days  of 
your  majefty,  thofe  days  which  they  appear  wil- 
ling to  retrench  from  the  very  ufelefs,  but  moil 
fincere,  mod  devoted,  andmoft  grateful  of  your 
admirers. 

With  thefe  fentiments  I  (hall  all  my  life  re- 
main, &c. 


LETTER      XCIX. 

Frtm  the  King. 

December  4,  1774. 

I  OU  do  me  and  the  Baltic  too  much  ho- 
nour, by  interefting  yourfelf  in  our  behalf.  Not- 
withftanding  our  union,  I  have  no  inclination  to 
confummate  our  marriage  at  the  bottom  of  the 
fea  ;  nor,  like  the  Doge  of  Venice,  to  commit 
myfelf  often  to  its  waves.  Thefe  are  boifterous 
latitudes,  and  the  neighbourhood  fomething  re- 
fembles  your  Iroquois,  who  are  at  prefent  fub- 
jefted  to  the  Englifli.  I  know  not  what  thofe 
other  barbarians  who  inhabit  Byzantium  will  do ; 
or  whether  my  pocket  period  will  make  a  greater 

impreffion 
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impreflion  on  them  than  the  factious  harangues 
of  fome  of  their  pretended  friends ;  who  I  be- 
lieve wifli  to  fee  them  driven  out  of  Europe, 
provided  war  and  trouble  might  ftill  continue 
to  vex  the  North.  The  Sorbonne  would  ap- 
parently look  with  a  tranquil  eye  on  that  war; 
and,  mould  peace  be  concluded,  the  rebuilding 
of  the  temple  of  Jerufalem  will  be  as  little 
thought  of  as  the  rebuilding  of  the  tower  of 
Babel.  Amid  thefe  various  contentions,  tkc 
order  of  Jefuits  is  to  be  entirely  aboliflied,  and 
the  Pope,  after  long  hefitation,  cedes  at  length, 
as  he  fays,  to  the  importunities  of  the  eldeft 
fons  of  the  church.  I  have  received  an  ambaf- 
fador  from  the  general  of  the  order,  who  prefles 
me  openly  to  declare  myfelf  its  protector.  My 
anfwer  was  that,  when  Louis  XV.  thought  pro- 
per to  difband  the  regiment  of  Fitz-James,  I 
did  not  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  intercede 
for  the  corps ;  and  that  the  Pope  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  make  what  reform  he  thought  pro- 
per, without  the  interference  of  heretics. 

You  continually  complain  of  the  little  efteem 
jn  which  the  French,  at  prefent,  hold  literature. 
To  this  many  reafons  contribute.  The  nation, 
covetous  of  glory,  protected  the  firft  great  men 
who,  after  the  revival  of  letters,  by  their  writings, 
increafed  their  country's  luftre,  and  fome  of 

whom 


CORRESPONDENCE.  337 

"whom  are  not  inferioi  to  the  moft  famous  of  the 
ancients.     They  afterward  grew  weary  of  this 
perfe&ion ;   the  fucceffors  of  thefe  great  men 
were  not  their  equals ;  ftudy  was  lefs  profound, 
and  every  man  undertook  to  write,  and  appear 
in  print.     Moft  of  thefe  authors,  whofe  morals 
were  a  difcredit  to  them,  were  incapable  of  gain- 
ing the  public  efteem,  and  contempt  was  tranf- 
ferred  from  the  perfon  to  the  art.     To  thefe 
confiderations  be  it  added  that  Paris  is  ra.n  abyfs 
of  debauchery,  into  which  your  headlong  youth 
plunge:  many  there  perim,   or  lote  all  delire 
to  be  induftrious.     The  confequence  is  that,  as 
men  only  delight  in  what  prorriifes  fuc'cefs,  thefe 
frivolous  youth  are  acquainted  orily  with  the 
grofs  pleafures  of  the  fenfes,  arid  do  not  delight 
an  the  arts,  of  which  they  want  fufficieht  know- 
ledge to  judge;  and  it  is  more  eafy  to  defpife 
what  we  do  hot  underftand  than  to  confefs  dur 
ignorance.     What  time  has  a  man  of  fafhion 
at  Paris,    I   will  not   fay  for  ftudy,  but,  for 
thought?  Dreffing,  vifits,  dining,  the  theatre, 
gaming,  fupper  till  two  in  the  morning,  mif- 
trefles,  arid  to  bed  !  There  they  lie  till  eleven 
o'clock.      Thus  every   moment  is   employed, 
and  employed  in  doing  nothing. 

But  I  know  not  what  I  am  about.  It  certainly 

is  not  for  me  to  give  you  a  defcription  of  Paris, 

VOL.  xi.  Z  with 
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with  which  you  mud  be  better  acquainted  than 
I  am.  The  fplendour  of  France,  during  the 
reign  of  Louis  XIV,  was  too  great  to  be  long 
fuftained.  There  is  a  certain  point  of  elevation, 
beyond  which  we  cannot  poflibly  rife.  The 
mofl  interefting  fubjects  become  exhaufted; 
we  can  only  glean  after  thofe  who  have  reaped 
an  ample  harveft ;  and,  with  equal  genius,  we 
muft  remain  their  inferiors ;  becaufe  the  fuccefs 
of  a  work  depends  greatly  on  th«  judicious 
choice  of  a  (abject.  I  am  at  prefent  difgufted 
with  the  trifling  literary  correfpondence  which 
I  have  maintained  with  France ;  but  it  is  with 
the  want  of  materials,  and  not  with  the  writers 
themfelves.  When  Fontenelle,  Voltaire,  Mai- 
ran,  Crebillon,  and  even  the  author  of  Vert- Vert 
(Greflet)  wrote,  it  was  a  pleafure  to  hear  from 
France,  for  it  was  news  from  Parnaflus.  The 
works  of  thefe  authors  were  worthy  of  being 
univerfally  read;  but,  at  prefent,  nothing  but 
compilations  appear,  or  collections  of  the  twen- 
ty-three thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-three 
great  men,  and  eight  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
fixty-five  illuftrious  women,  whom  France  has 
produced. 

Nor  can  your  journals  keep  up  their  fpirit, 
butexift  by  extracts.  Who,  for  example,  would 
ftudy  the  new  art  of  ad  Jiiniftering  clyilers ;  or 

the 
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the  modern  mode  of  handling  the  rafor,  dedi- 
cated to  Louis  XV.  to  teach  him  to  (have  him- 
felf ;  or  the  Dictionaries,  and  Encyclopedies,  of 
every  kind,  which  appear  ?  Thefe  things 'excite 
my  difguft ;  and,  as  I  have  no  correfpondenu  at 
Athens,  now  it  is  become  Setines,  neither  do  I 
wifh  to  have  one  at  Paris,  now  that  the  mer- 
chandize in  which  I  take  pleafure  is  no  longer 
to  be  procured.  But  this  does  not  difturb  my 
reft,  and  I  would  have  you  remember  that  flecp 
and  hope  are  the  two  opiates  which  Nature 
has  deigned  to  grant  humanity,  to  enable  it  to 
endure  actual  evil.  Sleep  therefore  and  hope, 
and  all  will  be  well.  Live  for  the  mortification 
of  thofe  who  envy  you  ;  and  the  good  done  to 
your  enemies  will  be  greater,  by  your  exiftence, 
than  all  the  pleafure  they  will  derive  from  yout 
death.  Recoiled  that  Paris  does  not  contain 
the  whole  world ;  and  that,  if  in  your  OWH 
country  your  worth  be  not  known,  more  juftice 
is  done  you  elfewhere. 
On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


\ 
L.ET- 
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LETTER      C. 

From  M.  D'Akmlert. 

S  f  R  E,  Paris,  January  I,  1772. 

PENETRATED  as  I  am,  by  thofe  tender 
and  refpeclful  fentiments  which  your  majefty 
knows  I  have  long  entertained  for  your  perfon, 
let  me  requeft  permiffion  to  begin  my  letter 
nearly  as  Demofthenes  begins  his  oration  for  the 
crown.  I  firft  petition  all  the  gods  and  goddcfles 
to  preferve,  during  the  coming  year  as  during 
the  preceding,  a  monarch  fo  dear  to  philofophy, 
and  to  me,  infignificant  as  I  am,  in  particular. 
I  further  pray  that  the  fame  gods,  if  it  be  true 
that  the  hearts  of  kings  be  in  their  hands,  will 
be  pleafed  to  continue  the  favour  of  this  great 
and  worthy  monarch,  fuch  as  he  has  hitherto 
done  me  the  honour  to  confer  it ;  and  of  which 
I  hope,  by- the  warmth  of  my  gratitude,  my  at- 
tachment, and  my  admiration,  I  am  not  wholly 
unworthy.  "'.*•  '" 

This  admiration,  fire,  would  if  poflible  be 
increafed,  by  reading  the  charming  letter  which 
your  majefty  has  written  to  M.  de  Voltaire.  As 
he  is  acquainted  with  my  friendlhip  for  him, 
and  with  all  that  I  feel  for  your  majefty,  he  fup- 
pofes  he  has  been  guilty  of  no  indifcretion  in 

fending 
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fending  me  a  copy  «f  that  letter,  which  I  have 
given  him  a  promife  not  to  tranfcribe,  but  which 
I  wifh  all  men  of  letters  to  hear.,  that  they  may 
be  fenfible  how  much  they  are  indebted  to  you. 
The  efteem  you  teftify  for,  their  chief  merits  their 
whole  gratitude,  and  the  manner  in  which  you  ex-  . 
prefsthis  efteem  is  full  ofthofe  graces  and  charms 
which  breathe  through  all  your  majefty's  letters; 
The  paflage  on  the  Turks,  beaten  although  they 
have  no  philofophers,  is  peculiarly  pleafing;  as 
is  that  on  the  lyre  of  the  Henriade,  of  Amphion, 
of  the  dolphia  that  bore  him,  and  particularly 
that  in  which  your  majefty  adds — //  is  Jo  much 
the  "uuorfe  for  the  dolphins  *  if  they  do  not  love 
great  men. — rThis  faying  is  worthy  of  becoming* 
proverbial,  among  men  of  letters.  It  fhall  hence- 
forth be  the  burthen  of  my  fong ;  feeing  litera- 
ture opprefled  and  perfecuted  as  I  do. 

The  poor  children  of  Loyola  muft  be  very  ill 
indeed,  to  apply  to  a  phyhcian  like  your  ma- 
jefty, who  in  fad  fcarcely  can  have  any  effica- 
cious remedy  to  adminifter.  I  fufpecl  they  are 
not  fatisfted  with  your  majefty's  anfwer,  ancj  that 

*  The  letter  here  alluded  to  Is  number  CCCLXIV.  of  the 
correfpondence  between  the  King  and  Voltaire  ;  dated  PotC- 
dam,  December  4,  1772.  The  word  dauphin  in  the  French 
language  equally  fignifies  a  dolphin  or  the  heir-apparent  ^  and 
the  pun  is  confequently  loft,  if  lofs  it  be,  in  the  tranflation.  T. 

Z  3  they 
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they  will  not  do  you  the  honour  to  make  you  a 
brother  of  the  order,  as  they  did  our  Louis  XIV. 
who  might  have  bean  fatisfied  without  this  dig~ 
nity,  and  the  wretched  James  II.  of  England, 
who  was  better  formed  to  be  a  Jefuit  than  a  fo- 
vereign,  I  do  not  imagine  the  king  of  Spain, 
who  warmly  preffes  the  deftruction  of  this  brood, 
will  difcover  much  edification  in  the  embafly 
fent  to  your  majefty,  to  put  themfelves  under 
your  majefty's  fpecial  protection.  Nor  can  I 
doubt  but,  when  he  mail  learn  this  jefuitical 
artifice,  which  procured  them  fo  excellent  an 
ironical  anfwer  on  the  part  of  your  majefty,  he 
will  redouble  his  efforts  with  our  holy  father 
for  their  abolimment,  and  our  deliverance.  I 
know  indeed  that,  when  the  order  (hall  be  anni^ 
hilated,  philofophy  and  literature  will  derive  no 
great  advantage,  in  mod  parts  of  Europe.  Still 
we  mall  have  a  neft  of  caterpillars  the  lefs ;  and 
caterpillars  too  that  were  exceedingly  prolific, 
and  deftructive. 

The  judgment  of  your  majefty  on  the  poem 
of  Helvetius,  in  your  letter  to  M.  de  Voltaire, 
is  like  all  your  other  judgments,  exceedingly 
juft  and  precife.  I,  like  your  majefty,  am  per- 
fuaded  the  author  would  have  corrected  his  poem 
before  publication,  had  he  lived  long  enough  to 
prefent  it  to  the  world.  But  is  not  your  majefty 
6  delighted 
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delighted  with  the  pteface,  which  has  been  ad- 
ded ?  It  appears  to  be  full  of  tafte,  philofophy, 
and  feeling,  and  to  be  exceedingly  well  written. 
Our  priefts  are  not  fatisfied  with  it,  which  is  an 
additional  mark  of  merit. 

Your  majefty  no  longer  wifhes  to  have  a  lite- 
rary correfpondent.  I  confeis  our  literature  is 
on  the  decline ;  that  pur  thiftles  are  numerous, 
our  flowers  foon  out  of  bloom,  and  our  fruits 
few.  For  our  confolation,  however,  it  appears 
to  me  that  other  nations  are  in  no  better  a  (late ; 
and  that,  if  we  are  on  the  decay,  we  ftill  keep 
the  mod  diftinguiQied  place.  I  fear  we  mail  not 
long  preferve  this  advantage,  and  that  other 
nations,  whofe  tafte  our  writers  have  contributed 
to  form,  and  to  increafe  their  knowledge,  will 
foon  be  our  victors ;  like  a  boy  who  beats  his 
nurfe,  when  (he  has  no  more  milk  to  give.  I 
weep  in  filence  over  the  fate  with  which  our 
literature  is  threatened,  and  my  only  confolation 
is  to  recollect  that  there  is  ftill  a  philofophic 
hero,  in  the  north,  who  knows  the  value  of  fci- 
ence,  who  loves  and  protects  letters,  and  who 
is  at  once  the  chief  and  the  model  of  men  of 
literature. 

J  am,  with  the  mod  profound  refpect,  &c. 


Z  4  LET- 
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*»"V  n™i\_i    -*»il  ii_  •:•...  .     .  •,.••.,'<  -j'i  ^   '.;.i.     ,    ; 

LETTER      CI. 

T-.  7  T^- 

From  the  King. 

January  8,  1773^ 

INSTEAD  of  the  gods  to  whom  Demof- 
thenes  addrefled  himfelf,!  mall  implore  the  laws 
of  motion,  thofe  vivifying  principles  of  all  na- 
ture, the  effects  of  which  you  have  fo  learnedly 
calculated,  to  prolong  while  poflible  their  acti- 
vity in  you,  that  you  may  many  years  continue 
to  inftrucl:  your  cotemporaries,  and  we  who  are 
of  the  ignorant,  and  have  not  the  honour  to  be 
mathematicians.  I  wifli  at  the  fame  time  that 
Fortune,  a  goddefs  to  whom  you  do  not  often 
facnfice,'  would  med  her  happy  influence  over 
your  lengthened  life ;  for  without  happinefs  life 
is  but  a  load,  and  often  a  load  that  is  infupport- 
able.  If  you  afk  me  what  I  mean  by  Fortune, 
I  anfwer  whatever  you  pleafe ;  Deftiny ;  -the 
Fates;  Neceffity;  Predeftination ;  any  thing  that 
can  render  you  happy.  Such  are  my  withes, 
not  for  the  new  year  only,  but  for  numbers  of 
fucceeding  years.  j^biii 

I  was  flattered  by  your  approbation  of-  my 
opinion,    concerning  the  patriarch  of  Ferney. 
Enlightened  pofterity  will  envy  France  this  phe- 
nomenon 
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nomenon  of  literature,  and  blame  the  nation  for 
not  having  Efficiently  known  his  worth.  '  Meri 
of  fuch  genius  appear  but  feldom.  Grecian 
antiquity  afforded  one  Homer,  the  father  of 
epic  poetry ;  one  Ariftotle,  who,  though  occa- 
fionally  clouded  and  obfcure,  poffeffed  univerfal 
knowledge  ;  and  one  Epicurus,  to  whom  to  do 
juftice  a  commentator  like  Newton  was  necef- 
Tary.  The  Romans  have  furnifhed  us  with  one; 
Cicero,  whole  eloquence  equalled  that  of  De- 
mofthenes,  and  whpfe  erudition  was  vaft;  and 
one  Virgil,  whom  I  regard  as  the  greateft  of 
poets.  A  prodigious  gap  fucceeded,  till  the 
age  of  Bayle,  Leibnitz,  Newton,  and  Voltaire. 
For  an  infinite  number  of  wits  and:  men  of  ta- 
lents have  lived,  who  cannot  be  ranked  among 
this  firft  clafs.  Nature  perhaps  is  obliged  to 
make  efforts,  to  bring  forth  genius  fo  fublime ; 
perhaps  many  are  ftifled  by  the  accidents  of 
birth,  and  the  fports  of  fortune,  which  turn 
them  from  their  proper  path  ;  and  perhaps  fome 
years  are  as  barren,  in  the  production  of  mind, 
as  others  are  in  the  production  of  corn,  wine, 
"and  oil.  France,  as  you  fay,  (hews  token?  of 
this  fterility ;  talents  are  there  difcovered,  but 
-  not  much  genius  j  and,  though  her  neighbours 
perceive  the  dearth,  they  themfelves  are  but  ' 
little  better  proyided.  England  and  Italy  are 

in 
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in  a  languiming  ftate.  Hume  and  Metaftafio 
muft  not  be  compared  either  with  lord  Boling- 
broke  or  even  with  Ariofto ;  and  we  Germans 
have  twenty  dialects,  but  no  fixed  language  : 
this  eflential  inftrument  being  wanting,  the  cul- 
tivation of  letters  is  injured.  A  tafte  for  found 
criticifm  is  not  yet  become  fufficiently  familiar  to 
us.  I  endeavour  to  correct  the  fchools,  in  the 
eflential  part  of  the  belles-lettres ;  but  perhaps 
I  am  among  the  one-eyed,  who  point  out  the 
road  to  the  blind. 

We  do  not  want  experimental  philofophers, 
nor  mechanics ;  but  we  have  not  yet  acquired 
a  tafte  for  mathematics.  In  vain  do  I  tell  my 
countrymen  Leibnitz  ought  to  have  fucceffors ; 
none  are  to  be  found.  When  men  of  genius 
arife,  thefe  difcoveries  will  all  be  made;  and 
this  chance  I  think  fuperior  to  your  calculation. 
We  muft  leave  Nature,  who  is  free  in  her  ope- 
rations, freely  to  a&;  we  poor  creatures  can 
neither  forward  nor  prevent  her  efforts,  when 
fhe  (hall  be  difpofed  to  make  them,  for  the  pro- 
duction of  thofe  highly  delirable  beings.  We 
ftill  have  men  of  learning ;  yet  would  you  be- 
lieve that  I  am  obliged  to  encourage  the  ftudy 
of  the  Greek  language,  which,  were  it  not  for 
my  cares,  would  be  entirely  loft  ? 

From  this  faithful  iketch,  you  will  judge  that 

your 
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your  country  has  no  reafon  yet  to  fear  it  mall  be 
furpaiTed  by  other  nations.  I  thank  Heaven  that 
I  came  into  the  world  in  good  time.  I  have 
feen  the  remains  of  an  age  which  will  ever  be 
memorable,  in  the  annals  of  the  human  mind. 
The  fall  of  the  leaf  is  come;  but  the  next  gene- 
ration will  even  be  worfe  than  the  prefent.  It 
appears  the  decline  will  continue,  till  fome  fupe- 
rior  genius  {hall  arife,  awaken  the  world  from 
its  flumbers,  and  reftore  that  ftimulus  which  in- 
fpires  a  love  for  all  that  is  eftimable,  and  ufeful 
to  the  human  race. 

In  the  mean  time,  let  us  enjoy  the  prefent/ 
without  disturbing  ourfelves  concerning  the  paft, 
or  the  future.  Look  with  the  eye  of  a  ftoick  on 
whatever  can  give  you  pain,  and  eagerly  feize 
all  that  gives  pleafure.  Reflect  as  long  as  we 
will,  to  this  we  mud  come.  I  wim  with  all  my 
heart  agreeable  objects  may  be  predominant  with 
you,  or  that  you  would  delude  yourfelf ;  for, 
in  defpite  of  reafon,  it  is  better  to  be  happy  with 
error  than  unhappy  with  truth. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CII. 

From  M.  D'dlembert. 

<ti  r.         *fc    , 
SIRE,  Pans,  Good-Friday,  April  9,   1773, 

J.  H  E  public  papers  have  fo  frequently 
ipokeri  of  the  great  occupations  of  your  majefty 
that,  from,  motives  of  refpect  for  your  time,  I 
have  feared  left  I  fhould  importune  you  with  my 
philofophic  or  literary  trilling.  Not  that  I  have  not 
continually  thought  of  the  great  prince  who, 
after  having  fo  long  been  the  hero  of  the  north, 
feems  at  prefent  to  have  become  both  hero  and 
arbitrator.      But,  however  much  interefted  in 
your  majefty's  glory,  J  earneftly  defire,  for  your 
repofe  and  prefervation,  you  mould  be  the  arbi- 
trator only,  and  that  no  circumftances  may  force 
you,  once  again,  to  difplay  the  warrior.     We 
are  fo  much  threatened  with  this  fcourge,  of 
war,  that  I  who,  in  the  language  of  the  moufe 
of  La  Fontaine,  I  thank  God,  pique  myfelf  on 
my  courage,  am  half  dead  with  fear ;  not  for 
myfelf,  whom  bullets  will  not  fo  eafily  reach,  but 
for  your  majefty,  who  however  has  more  to  ap- 
prehend from  fatigue  than  from  the  foe,  if  any 
foes  you  have.     The  philofopher  Fontenelle, 
during  the  troubles  occafioned  by  the  fyftem  of 
3  Law 
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Law,  went  one  day  to  the  levee  of  the  Regent, 
who  loved  him,  and  faid,-— "  Permit  me  to  afk. 
"  your  grace,  with  all  humility,  whether  you 
*'  hope  to  free  yourfelf  from  your  difficulties." 
I  mall  not  put  the  fame  queflion  to  your  majefly, 
for  you  have  freed  yourfelf  from  difficulties  much 
greater.  I  mall  only  take  the  liberty  to  pray 
•God  to  blefs  you,  if  you  maintain  peace ;  and, 
if  you  are  obliged  to  go  to  war,  to  pray  that  he 
may  preferve  you. 

Were  I  to  judge  of  your  majefty's  occupations 
by  the  philofophic  and  intelligent  letter  which 
-you  have  done  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me, 
I  mould  imagine  you  wholly  addicted  to  litera- 
ture, and  the  fine  arts.  For  who  could  fufpedt 
-that  fubjects  on  which  you  fpeak  fo  well,  and 
with  fuch  minute  depth,  were  nothing  more 
than  your  recreation  ;  and  the  recreation  too  of 
a  few  moments  ftolen  from  affairs  of  the  utmoft 
importance  ?  Your  majefly  mufl  ever  be  ad- 
mired, but  this  admiration  will  ever  be  accom- 
panied with  pain  in  me,  while  I  have  any  fears 
for  your  fafety.  Look  with  companion  on  phi- 
lofophy  and  letters,  that  cry  to  your  majefly  as 
'David  does  to  the  Lord  in  his  pfalms — O  my 
God,  I  truft  in  thee ;  let  me  not  be  ajhamed ;  let 
not  mine  enemies  triumph  over  me. 

The  faid  poor  philofophy  has  been  hotly 

alarmed 


350  POSTHUMOUS      WORKS. 

alarmed  this  winter.  We  feared  we  fhould  have 
loft  the  patriarch  of  Ferney,  who  has  been  feri- 
oufly  ill,  and  for  whofe  damnation  pious  fouls 
have  offered  up  the  moft  pathetic  prayers.  He 
is  better,  and  I  hope  he  ftill  may,  as  he  himfelf 
fays,  labour  in  tloe  Lord's  vineyard.  Literature 
and  the  nation  would  fuffer  an  irreparable  and 
an  immenfe  lofs,  by  his  death ;  which  would  be 
additionally  cruel,  under  the  prefcnt  circum- 
ftances,  for  our  poor  literature  is  more  than  ever 
abandoned  to  bears  and  baboons.  Your  majefty 
cannot  imagine  the  deteftable  inquifition  which 
is  exercifed  over  all  works,  and  the  intolerable 
mutilations  which  thofe  undergo  that  are  fup- 
pofed  capable  of  publiming  fome  ufeful  truths. 
This  rigor  feems  to  me  ill  imagined ;  for  thofc 
who,  from  complaifance  and  a  defire  of  peace, 
would  have  fobmitted  to  be  half  caftrated,  per- 
ceiving they  mufl  be  wholly,  determine  to  take 
nothing  away,  but  deliver  themfelves  up  to 
Mark  Michael  Rey,  or  to  Gabriel  Cramer  *, 
fuch  as  God  made  them,  with  all  their  virility. 
I  know  not  whether  it  be  the  cuftom  in  Pruffia, 
as  in  France,  to  give  cats  to  be  fpayed  by  tinkers; 
but  here  men  of  letters  are  treated  like  cats,  and 

*  Bookfellers  famous  for  publifhing  works  freely  written, 
on  philofophical,  political,  or  religious  fubje&s.    T. 

are 
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are  delivered  up  to  be  mutilated  by  the  tinkers 
of  literature.  Notwithstanding  the  little  plea- 
fure  your  majefty  takes  in  geometry,  did  my 
poor  head  permit  me,  I  mould  wholly  confine 
myfelf  to  that  ftudy.  The  calculation  of  inte- 
grals, and  the  preceffion  of  the  equinoxes,  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  tinkers. 

Obliged  to  renounce  this  peaceable  but  fatigu- 
ing ftudy,  1  amufe  myfelf  in  writing  the  hiftory 
of  the  French  Academy,  of  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  fecretary ;  and,  for  my  misfor- 
tune, am  obliged  to  fpeak  of  a  crowd  of  aca- 
demicians, wliofe  abilities  did  not  furpafs  medio- 
crity, and  who  have  died  fmce  the  commence- 
ment of  this  century.  I  know  not  whether  the 
work  will  ever  be  finiflied,  and  flill  lefs  whether 
it  will  appear  during  my  life.  Did  all  the  per- 
fons  I  have  to  mention  referable  your  majefty, 
the  writer  would  then  be  fupported  by  his  fub- 
jeft ;  but  when  I  recollect  that,  on  one  hand, 
I  have  bad  authors  to  diflect,  and,  on  the  other, 
foolifh  cenfors  to  fatisfy,  my  pen  at  every  mo- 
.  ment  is  ready  to  drop  from  my  hand.  May  your 
majefty  continue  to  hold  yours,  as  you  hold 
your  fvvord;  and  may  you  efpecially  continue 
to  honour  me  with  your  bounty,  of  which  I 
flatter  myfelf  I  am  not  wholly  unworthy,  from 

the 
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the  tender  and  profound  veneration  with  which 
I  am,  &c. 

'      '    "  ..:  .     •     •    *     •     ;•-.-•    • 

LET    t    E    R      eill. 
From  the  King; 

'"^V  April  27,  1773"' 

BETWEEN  you,  to  whom  I  write,  and 
the  clerks  of  the  poft-office,  who  open  packets, 
I  divide  my  letter.  To  thofe  clerks  I  fend  two 
pieces  in  verfe,  at  which  perhaps  they  may 
take  offence,  though  this  troubles  me  little,  and 
which  may  amufe  the  Encyclopedias,  a  thing 
that  will  give  me  pleafure.  From  tliefe  verfe's, 
which  perhaps  are  not  fo  critically  exact  as  to 
endure  the  revifion  of  Vaugelas,  or  d 'Olivet, 
you  .will  perceive  that  our  Teutonic  tinkers  do 
not  fpay  the  cats  that  determine  to  think  ;  and 
as,  God  be  thanked,  we  have  no  Sorbon-ne,  nor 
bigots  poiiefled  of  fufficient  authority  to  dare  to 
interfere,  and  cenfure  our  thoughts,  you  will 
difcover  that  I  and  the  Pruffians  think  aloud.- 
Yet  I  muft  hot  conceal  from  you  that  me  per- 
petual fecretary  of  our  academy  has  thought  pro- 
per to  print  I  know  not  .what  confeffion,  of  an; 

infidel- 
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infidel  who,  as  might  be  expected,  was  con- 
verted in  his  dying  moments,  by  the  fear  of  the 
devil,  from  his  debaucheries.  This  induced  me 
to  addrefs  the  epiftle  here  added  to  you ;  nor 
Was  any  thing  wanting  for  fuch  materials,,  but  a 
better  poet. 

You  fee,  my  dear  D'Alembert,  that,  while  I 
•  thus  fool  away  time,  I  am  not  much  overloaded 
with  the  burthen  of  Europe,  which  you  imagine 
I  bear.  How  could  you  fuppofe  that  a  king  of 
the  ancient  Obotrites  mould  emancipate  himfelf 
fo  far  as  to  become  one  of  the  actors  of  Europe  ? 
I  am  but  a  beggarly  politician,  who  am  fatisfied 
with  keeping  my  little  corner  to  myfelf,  and  de- 
fending it  againft  the  cupidity  and  envy  of  the 
great  powers.  I  own  I  have  taken  upon  me  to 
endeavo'ur  to  re-eftablifh  peace,  in  Europe ;  but 
the  money  of  the  Gauls  has  prevailed,  at  Con- 
flantinople,  with  the  Ulemats,  againft  reafons 
more  weighty  than  gold ;  though  I  can  aflure  you 
that  the  rhodomontade  tales  of  your  country- 
men, and  the  pretended  motions  which  the  news- 
writers  fay  they  will  make,  in  the  north,. are  the 
fubjects  of  ridicule,  alike  at  Berlin,  Peterfburg, 
and  Copenhagen.  We  remain  exceedingly  pa- 
cific, no  man  thinks  of  whetting  his  knife  here, 
and  thofe  who  thoughtlefsly  mould  moulder  us 
would  find  to  whom  they  are  talking.  Take 

VOL.  xi.  A  a  the 
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the  half  of  what  I  have  written  to  yourfelf,  and 
cede  the  reft  to  thofe  who,  no  doubt,  admiring 
my  beautiful  ftyle,  are  defirous  of  infpecting  it 
clandeftinely.  They  may  publilh  this  like  other 
letters,  which  they  have  difperfed  wherever  they 
thought  proper;  and,  if  it  mould  not  fatisfy 
them,  I  have  leifure  enough  to  write  one  which 
they  would  not  publim. 

Without  further  fpeech  of  fuch  knaves,  who 
weary  me,  I  afTure  you  I  greatly  intereft  myfelf 
in  the  prefervation  of  Voltaire.  He  is  the  only 
man  of  great  genius  the  age  has  produced.  He 
is  old  it  is  true,  but  there  ftill  are  fine  remains. 
He  recals  to  mind  the  age  of  Louis  XIV,  which 
ours  is  far  behind.  His  manners  are  polite,  and 
he  poflefles  thofe  captivating  qualities  in  which 
the  pretended  wits  of  this  age  are  deficient.  He 
has  fixed  his  abode  on  the  confines  of  a  republic, 
and  writes  freely ;  ftill  obferving  that  decorum 
which  I  think  every  writer  ought  to  obferve, 
left  neceflary  freedom  mould  degenerate  into 
cynical  infolence. 

I  think  you  are  to  be  pitied,  for  being  at  pre- 
fent  obliged  to  tread  in  the  fteps  of  Fontenelle, 
and  to  tranfmit  the  high  deeds  of  your  academi- 
cians to  pofterity.  Fontenelle  had  fometimes 
to  fpeak  of  academicians  who  were  ridiculous 
enough ;  but  at  others  of  great  men.  The  mix- 
ture 
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ture  pleafed  and  excited  the  curiofity  of  the  rea- 
der; whereas  you  will  neither  have  great  dif- 
coveries  to  publifh.  nor  great  talents  to  praife ; 
and,  being  occupied  in  writing  the  lives  of  men 
of  mediocrity,  no  one  will  be  eager  to  know 
what  you  have  to  fay.  The  deficiency  is  in  the 
fubject,  and  not  in  yourfelf;  the  difference  is 
however  great. 

Who  would  not  with  avidity  read  the  life  of 
Newton,  of  Peter  the  Great,  or  of  Caffini  ?  But 
who  would  make  any  enquiries  into  the  notable 
acts  and  feats  of  the  abbe  Coyer,  of  Marmontel, 
of  De  la  Harpe,  and  people  of  their  fpecies  ? 
Believe  me,  all  depends  on  the  time  in  which 
we  live.  Alexander  the  Great,  born  in  Mace- 
don  at  prefent,  would,  be  no  better  than  a  ruf- 
fian ;  and  were  your  Louis  XIV  the  grandfon 
of  Louis  XV,  he  would  begin  his  reign  by  a 
general  bankruptcy,  which  would  not  greatly 
conduce  to  his  celebrity.  To  poflefs  talents  is 
not  fufficient ;  means  for  their  exertion  are  ne- 
ceffary.  Had  the  great  Conde  been  a  capuchin 
friar  his  name  would  never  have  been  known 
in  Europe ;  and  had  Voltaire  been  born  a  pea- 
fant,  in  Burgundy,  he  would  never  have  written 
the  Henriade.  Were  Caefar  now  to  come  into 
the  world  he  would  perhaps  become  one  of  the 
wonfignori,  who  dance  attendance  in  the  anti- 
i  A  a  2  chamber 
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chamber  of  the  cordelier  Ganganelli,  &c. — This 
is  for  the  clerks  of  the  poft-office  •,  and,  foould  they 
think  proper,  they  may  -print  it  for  the  edification, 
of  the  faithful. 

You  fee  I  neglect  none  of  my  correfpondents, 
but  that  thefe  gentlemen  have  their  part  in  my 
letter.  Since  they  have  been  impertinent  enough 
to  open  fome  of  my  packets,  it  is  but  right  I 
mould  addrefs  them  perfonally ;  them,  and  their 
no  lefs  infolent  fuperiors,  at  the  inftigation  of 
whom  they  act. 

Grimm  is  to  vifit  Berlin ;  he  accompanies  the 
hereditary  prince  of  Darmftadt  j  I  hope  to  hear 
of  you  when  he  arrives.  In  the  mean  time,  you 
may  be  wholly  at  your  eafe  refpecting  me.  While 
recommending  you  to  the  protection  of  Urania 
and  Minerva,  I  offer  up  a  thoufand  prayers'  for 
your  profperity. 

On  which,  &c. 


LETTER      CIV. 

From  M.  TfAlemlert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  May  14,  1773 

I1  ROM  the  two  pieces  which  your  majefty 
has  done  me  the  honour  to  fend  me,  it  is  evident 
you  ftand  in  no  fear  of  Teutonic  tinkers,  as  we 

in 
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in  France  fear  the  Gallic  tinkers ;  for  certainly, 
in  thefe  two  charming  pieces,  the  cat  does  not, 
according  to  the  proverb,  prefent  a  velvet  paw*. 
This  fearlefs  Teutonic  cat  does  not  fhun  the 
facred  knife  of  the  Druids  of  Gaul ;  but  the  cat 
is  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
jnaftiffs,  that  will  not  fuffer  the  paring  of  claws, 
nor  caftrations  of  a  more  precious  kind  from 
his  writings.  In  proof  of  this,  among  a  thou- 
fand others,  fire,  I  only  afk  the  two  pieces  you 
have  fent,  which  are  full  of  wit,  reafon,  and 
philofophy  as  found  as  it  is  eloquent.  The  lines 
are  excellent !  I  humbly  thank  your  majefty  for 
having  thought  me  worthy  to  have  truths  fo 
ufeful,  and  fo  happily  exprefied,  addrefled  to 
me.  I  was  particularly  enchanted,  as  a  good 
mathematician  ought  to  be,  at  the  eflimate  of 
three  hundred  and  thirty  crowns  paid  inftead  of 
one  thoufand ;  and  I  like  your  majefty  think, 
mould  our  Druids  be  fubjeded  to  a  fimilar  de- 
duction, it  would  be  the  beft  means  of  difguft- 
ing  them  with  the  follies  which  they  retail. 

The  epiftle  to  the  marquis  D'Argens,  or 
rather  to  his  ghoft,  is  eafy,  fanciful,  and  poetic  ; 
and  Philofophy,  which  is  obliged  elfewhere  to 
hold  Truth  captive,  is  a  fine  wax-candle  -j~  in-. 

*  Patte  de  velours  :  faid  of  a  cat  that  does  not  fcratch.    T. 
f  Alluding  to  the  wax-candles  that  are  offered  at  catholic 
altars.         T. 

A  a  3  debted 
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debted  to  Providence,  for  enjoying  a  fupport 
like  yonr  majaly,  in  the  hero  of  the  age,  and 
for  being  able  to  exprefs  herfelf  with  fuch  force, 
freedom,  and  dignity,  under  the  fhade  of  your 
throne,  and  the  protection  of  yonr  arms.  Nor 
has  fhe  lefs  obligation  to  your  majefty,  for  the 
aflurances  you  give  her  that  the  north,  and  con- 
fequently  Europe,  will  remain  at  peace.  She 
would  lefs  be  afraid  of  war,  fire,  if  Druids  only 
were  the  combatants.  While  they  (hould  be 
deftroying  each  other  (he  would  recover  breath. 
But,  among  the  various  tricks  which  thefe 
Druids  have  played  the  human  race,  they  have 
found  the  fecret  of  abfenting  themfelves  from 
the  field  of  battle.  They  certainly  are  fo  dear 
to  mankind  that  they  cannot  be  too  carefully  pre- 
ferved.  However,  fire,  it  is  at  leaft  fame  con- 
folation  for  philofophy,  to  know  that  the  poor 
multitude  will  remain  fatisfied  with  being  de- 
ceived by  the  Druids.  They  have  proclaimed 
a  truce  to  cutting  of  throats.  May  God  and 
Frederic  preferve  them  in  this  good  difpofi- 
tion ! 

Thank  Heaven  and  you,  fire,  I  therefore  (hall 
have  no  melancholy  thoughts  to  trouble  me, 
while  1  mix  up  the  hiftory  of  the  French  aca- 
demy. I  ufe  the  phrafe  mix  up  becaufe  I  re- 
gard this  hiftory  as  a  kind  of  dofe,  which  the 

fecretary 
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fecretary  is  obliged  tpth  to  prepare  and  fwallow. 
I  will  however  endeavour  to  gild  the  pill,,  to  the 
heft  of  my  ability,  for  my  own  fake,  and  for  the 
fake  of  thofe  who  {hall  chew  it  after  me.  I  will 
do  like  Simonides,  who,  finding  nothing  to  fay 
in  praife  of  I  know  not  what  Olympic  prize- 
fighter, began  an  eulogium  on  Caftor  and 
Pollux. 

What  your  majefty  fays  concerning  our  litera- 
ture is  very  true.  Voltaire,  though  feebly,  ftill 
fupports  its  honour;  but  he  leaves  his  followers 
far  in  the  rear.  As  your  majefty  remarks, 
much  muft  be  attributed  to  circumftances.  We 
are  fated  with  perfection,  and  re-produdion  is 
difficult ;  not  to  mention  that  literary  inquifi- 
tion,  which  is  more  than  ever  atrocious,  fhackles 
all  minds.  Your  majefty  has  no  idea  of  the 
general  enmity  of  hypocrites,  and  fanatics,  to 
unfortunate  philofophy.  Seeing  their  houfe 
every  where  on  fire,  they  hurl  the  flaming 
brands  at  paffengers.  The  lower  rank  of  writers 
are  all  at  their  command,  and  in  pamphlets, 
dictionaries,  and  fermons,  religion  is  the  incef- 
fant  cry.  Moft  of  them  are  men  of  licentious 
morals,  and  fome  of  them  thieves.  But,  no  mat- 
ter ;  our  holy  mother  church  employs  all  fhe  can' 
meet  in  her  defence;  and  philofophy,  feeing 
A  a  4  this 
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this  army  of  Cartouchians  *  commanded  by 
priefts,  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  may  well  ad- 
drefs  the  Deity  like  Joad — 

Vo'ila  done  quels  vengeurs  s'arment  pour  ta  querelle •{-. 

This  will  be  no  great  misfortune,  fo  long  as 
it  mail  pleafe  the  Supreme  Being,  who  hitherto 
has  protected  philofophy  amid  fuch  multitudes  of 
banditti,  to  preferve  your  majefly,  whofe  name, 
renown,  arguments,  and  poetry,  are  fo  eflential 
to  the  good  caufe. 

I  know  not  whether  pott-office  clerks  open 
letters.  I  fcarcely  can  believe  fuch  an  infult 
to  public  faith  can  any  where  be  committed. 
But,  be  it  fuppofed  that  they  have  taken  copies 
of  your  majefty's  two  epiftles,  and  remitted  them 
to  the  grand  almoner,  I  fufpecl:  this  difcreet 
Flamen  will  not  circulate  them  among  the  devo- 
tees of  the  court  of  Verfailles.  For  my  own 
part,  fire,  I  (hall  only  communicate  them  to 
fome  of  the  elect,  who,  while  reading  them, 
will  pray  for  their  chief,  their  protector,  and 
their  example.  I  anticipate  the  petitions  they 
will  offer  up  for  your  majefly's  precious  health, 
and  add  to  thefe  my  own,  with  that  tender 

.*  From  Cartouche  a  famous  robber.         T. 
•J-  Behold  what  avengers  arm  in  thy  caufe  ! 

veneration 
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veneration  with  which  your  bounties  fo  long 
have  infpired  my  heart :  and  in  thefe  fenti- 
oients  I  (hall  all  my  life,  &c. 


LETTER       CV. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  May  17,  1773. 

M.  DE  GUIBERT,  colonel  of  the  Cor- 
lican  legion,  who  will  have  the  honour  to  prefent 
this  letter  to  your  majefty,  is  the  author  of  the 
Effay  on  Tactics,  which  work  I,  an  unworthy 
philofopher,  took  the  liberty  laft  year  to  fend, 
from  its  author,  to  the  illuflrious  founder  of 
modern  tactics,  and  which  this  great  matter 
feemed  to  honour  with  his  approbation.  The 
author,  after  having  depofited  his  military  pro- 
ductions at  the  feet  of  the  hero  of  our  age,  has 
wimed  perfonally  to  kneel  to  the  greatefl  prince 
of  Europe,  to  be  the  fpectator  of  the  fublimc 
qualities  of  Frederic  the  Great,  and  to  be  able 
to  fay  1  havejeen  him !  I  dare  allure  your  ma- 
jefty that  M.  de  Guibert  is  every  way  worthy  of 
paying  you  homage,  by  the  profound  veneration 
he  has  for  you,  by  the  extent  and  variety  of  bis 
knowledge,  by  the  defire  he  has  to  increafe  that 

knowledge 
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knowledge  from  the  fuperior  intelligence  of  yotif 
majefty,  and  in  fine,  by  the  poffeffion  of  virtues 
\vhich  your  majefty  prefers  to  genius  itfelf ;  by 
candour,  moral  fimplicity,  and  the  worth  and 
dignity  of  his  mind. 

Though  he  makes,  as  is  his  duty,  the  ftudy 
of  his  profeffion  his  particular  and  deareft  occu- 
pation, he  has  applied  thofe  moments  which  he 
could  fteal  from  this  ftudy  to  letters,  and  philo- 
fophy,  with  the  utmoft  fuccefs.  He  comes  in 
fearch  of  the  model  and  arbitrator  of  all  thofe 
talents  which  nature  ufually  diftributes  among 
various  great  men,  and  he  is  worthy,  fire,  to 
admire  in  you  the  general,  the  writer,  the  mo- 
narch, and  the  philofopher.  After  having  fub- 
mitted  his  military  eflfays  to  your  majefty's  in- 
fpection,  he  would  venture,  did  he  not  fear  in- 
truding upon  time  fo  precious,  to  make  you  the 
judge  of  eflays  of  a  different  kind,  but  in  which 
your  majefty's  leflbns  would  be  equally  inftruc- 
tive.  He  has  written  a  tragedy,  the  fubjecl:  .of 
which  is  the  Conftable  Bourbon ;  and  he  would 
think  himfelf  highly  flattered,  mould  the  author 
of  the  poem  on  the  Art  of  War  be  pleafed  to 
hear  it  read.  It  is  not,  fire,  for  a  humble  and 
timid  mathematician  to  anticipate  your  majefty's 
judgment,  on  this  tragedy ;  but  I  own  I  have 
been  much  deceived  in  the  pleafure  it  has  given 

me, 
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me,  mould  not  thofe  great  and  virtuous  fenti- 
ments  with  which  it  abounds  acquire  M.  de 
Guibert  the  efteem,  and  favour,  of  your  majefly. 

One  of  the  mod  flattering  marks  of  bounty 
your  majefty  can  beftow  on  him  will  be  to  per- 
mit him  to  be  a  fpeclator  of  thofe  learned  ma- 
noeuvres which  render  the  Pruffians  fo  formi- 
dable, and  fo  famous.  I  have  read,  I  know  not 
where,  that  an  officer  of  the  army  of  Darius, 
fome  years  after  the  battle  of  Arbela,  repaired 
to  the  court  of  Alexander,  and  requefted  that 
great  prince  would  fuffer  him  to  fee  the  Mace- 
donian troops  manoeuvre  that  had  taught  his 
mafter  repentance ;  and  that  the  victor  at  Ar- 
bela made  the  officer  of  Darius  *  fuch  an  anfwer 
as  Alexander  the  Great  ought  to  have  made — 
"  Come,  and  fee."  The  officer,  after  having  ad- 
mired the  beautiful  and  grand  machine,  taking 
leave  of  the  monarch,  faid — "  I  have  feen  the 
"  fprings  and  wheels ;  but  the  art  of  fetting 
"  them  in  motion  is  a  fecret  known  only  to  ge- 
"  nius.  Here  only  (hall  1  find  him  to  whom 
"  Nature  has  imparted  this  fecret ;  and,  unfor- 
"  tunately  for  the  king  of  Perfia,  my  mafter, 
tl  he  cannot  obtain  him  for  a  general." 

I  ought  not  to  forget  to  inform  your  majefty 

*  M.  D'Alembert  related  an  anecdote- from  memory,  and 
did  not.  trouble  himfelf  concerning  ftrid  accuracy.  Darius 
died  the  year  after  the  battle  of  Arbela.  T. 

that 
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that  M.  de  Guibert,  while  coming  to  Pruffia  to 
admire  and  to  be  informed,  is  particularly  de- 
firous  that  every  minute  trace  of  reproach,  which 
a  phrafe  in  his  book  merited  from  your  majefty, 
may  be  effaced.  He  declares  all  Europe  ren- 
ders juftice  to  the  generally  acknowledged  va- 
lour of  the  Pruffian  troops ;  and,  were  he  to 
think  otherwife,  his  mame  would  be  the  greater 
becaufe  of  its  fmgularity.  Yet  he  will  venture 
to  tell  your  majefty,  were  he  even  in  danger  of 
contradiction,  that  it  is  his  opinion  the  fuccefs 
of  thefe  brave  troops  is  lefs  due  to  their  courage 
than  to  the  fuperior  talents  by  which  it  has  been 
directed.  He  will  even  venture  to  add,  once 
again  perhaps  at  the  rifk  of  your  difpleafure,  he 
is  perfuaded  our  poor  Gauls,  however  wretched 
their  appearance  at  Rofbach,  would  rvive  been 
victors,  had  they  only  exchanged  generals  with 
the  Pruflians.  Mathematics,  fire,  which  uhder- 
flands  nothing  of  the  manoeuvres  of  war,  but 
which  is  well  acquainted  with  calculation,  wilj 
be  free  enough  to  wager  on  the  fide  of  M.  de 
Guibert.  After  having  won,  as  (he  flatters  her- 
felf  fhe  mould,  (lie  would  repeat  to  thofe  gene- 
rals the  faying  of  Louis  XIV,  to  the  duke  de 
Vendome,  the  victor  at  Villa  Viciofa — "  We 
*{  had  only  one  man  too  many  for  them." 
I  am,'&c. 

LET- 
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LETTER     CVI. 

From  M.  D'Akmbert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  July  30,  1773. 

M.  DE  GUIBERT  is  penetrated  with 
gratitude,  by  the  bounty  with  which  he  has  been 
received  by  your  majefty.  This  bounty  will,  if 
poffible,  increafe  the  fentiments  he  fo  long  has 
felt  for  your  perfon,  and  will  in  his  eyes  crown 
thofe  virtues  and  talents  he  fo  much  admires.  I 
warmly  participate  in  the  gratitude  of  M.  de 
Guibert,  however  perfuaded  I  may  be  that,  fince 
your  majefty  has  feen  him,  he  is  in  no  farther 
need  of  recommendation.  Yet  is  he  far  from 
being  as  well  fatisfied  with  himfelf  as  your  ma- 
jefty appears  to  be  with  him,  which  does  but 
add  to  his  merit.  "  Though  this  hero  (thus 
"  he  writes  to  me)  received  me  with  kind- 
**  nefs  fufficient  to  have  infpired  me  with  cou- 
<{  rage,  I  could  not,  when  I  faw  him,  make  off 
"  an  agitation  which  would  not  fuffer  me  to 
"  reply,  as  I  wifhed,  to  the  queftions  he  was 
"  pleafed  to  afk.  A  kind  of  magic  cloud  came 
"  over  my  eyes.  This  is,  I  imagine,  what  is 
"  called  the  glory,  round  the  heads  of  our  calen- 
"  dar  faints,  and  the  radiance  of  a  great  man/' 

I  am 
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I  am  perfuaded  that  your  majefty,  when  you 
fliall  again  feeM.  de  Guibert,  will  be  confirmed 
in  the  good  opinion  you  have  conceived  of  him, 
and  which  I  was  very  certain  you  would  con- 
ceive. 1  am  very  defirous  to  know  your  ma- 
jefty's  thoughts,  concerning  his  tragedy ;  and  I 
own  I  mail  be  greatly  deceived  if  you  do  not 
liften  to  the  work  with  pleafure,  and  with  efteem 
for  the  author. 

I  wait  with  ftill  greater  impatience  to  hear 
of  your  majefty's  health,  which  appears  to 
flrengthen  by  your  increafing  fuccefs  and  fame. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  you  will  foon  crown  this 
immortal  glory,  by  beftowing  on  Ruffia  and 
Poland,  and  on  the  Turks  themfelves,  Turks 
though  they  are,  that  peace  of  which  they  have 
fo  much  need,  and  which  it  was  not  your  fault 
that  they  did  not  fooner  enjoy.  Your  majefty 
will  then  add  to  the  title  of  hero,  which  you  fo 
long  have  merited,  that  of  pacificator,  which 
you  will  obtain,  in  defpite  of  the  efforts  of  envy- 
to  deprive  you  of  this  honour. 

The  pleafantry  of  the  laft  letter  your  majefty 
was  pleafed  to  write  to  me  is  a  precious  proof  of 
your  health,  which  is  fo  dear  to  me  and  multi- 
tudes. When  I  feel  myfelf  tempted  to  quarrel 
with  Nature,  for  having  given  me  fo  frail  and 
gloomy  a  habitation,  I  pardon  her  by  recol- 
lecting 
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Ic&ing  that  me  preferves  your  majefty  ;  and  in  a 
whifperto  myfelf,  exclaim — "  Silence  !  Be  con- 
"  tented ;  the  hero  is  in  good  health !"  May 
you,  fire,  long  write  fuch  verfes  as  thofe  you 
have  had  the  goodnefs  to  fend  me,  even  though 
the  impertinently  curious,  that  have  incited 
your  majefty's  anger,  mould  think  them  fo  ex- 
cellent as  to  take  copies  !  Nor  can  I  think  thcfe 
infolent  people,  though  they  themfelves  may 
refemble  M.  von  Haren,  and  like  him  vaunt 
they  have  no  imagination,  are  fuch  blockheads 
as  not  to  admire  the  imagination  fo  evident  in  this 
poetry.  Your  majefty  never  can  beftovv  that  eulo- 
gitim  on  your  verfes  which  the  Dutch  poet  did 
on  his,  nor  fay  of  your  works,  like  one  Hardion, 
a  ftupid  tutor  to  very  refpectable  princefles, 
when  fpeaking  of  fome  wretched  performance 
of  his  own — Tou  will  find  no  wit  in  it.  The 
poor  man  was  more  literally  true  than  he  ima- 
gined, and  one  -might  have  been  tempted  to 
have  anfwered  him — Of  that  I  am  convinced — 
were  there  not  danger  that,  by  the  fuperabun- 
dant  heat  of  his  imagination,  he  might  have 
underftood  fuch  an  anfvver  as  a  compliment. 

I  know  not  where  this  letter  will  find  your 
majefty,  yet  I  hope  it  will  come  to  hand  before 
the  return  of  M.  tie  Guibert,  that  your  majefty 
may,  if  poffible,  reprefs  that  radiance  which 
will  but  excite  agitation  anew,  at  his  next  audt- 
i  ence. 
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cnce.  I  envy  him  the  happinefs  he  will 
even  though  I  myfelf,  at  again  feeing  your  ma- 
jefty,  Ihould  be  equally  agitated.  True  it  is, 
my  feelings  would  be  greatly  tempered  by  a 
fofter  fenfation,  by  gratitude,  and  that  tender 
veneration  with  which  I  am  penetrated  for  your 
majefty. 

With  feelings  like  thefe,  I  (hall,  to  the  end  of 
life,  &c. 


LETTER      CVII. 

- 

From  M.  D'dlembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  September  27,  1773. 

I  DO  not  fear  abufing  the  bounty  with, 
which  your  majefty  honours  me,  by  taking  the 
liberty  occafionally  to  requeft  you  would  be- 
ftow  the  like  favours,  on  perfons  worthy  to  be 
introduced  to  you.  Of  the  number  of  thefe  .is 
"the  comte  de  Crillon,  a  colonel  in  the  fervice  of 
France,  who  will  have  the  honour  to  prefent 
this  letter  to  your  majefty.  The  admiration 
and  reverence  with  which  he  is  penetrated  fpr 
great  men,  and  the  high  value  he  fets  on  the 
happinefs  of  approaching  them,  make  him  d'e- 
firous  of  rendering  his  refpeftful  homage  to 
Frederic  the  Great ;  not  to  fatisfy  a  vain  curio- 

fity, 
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f>ty,  but  to  liften,  gain  ihftructibn,  and  derive 
knowledge  from  that  fource  to  which  all  Europe 
repairs  for  information.  The  honourable  name 
he  bears,  a  name  dear  to  all  worthy  and  noble 
minds,  would  be  a  fufficient  recommendation  t6 
the  hero  whofe  kindnefs  he  hopes  to  obtain ;  but 
to  this  eftimable  name  the  comte  de  Crillon 
adds  other  merits,  which  are  perfonal,  and  fuch 
as  are  better  calculated  to  gain  the  approbation 
of  a  philofophic  monarch.  His  knowledge  is 
uncommon,  for  a  perfon  of  his  age.  His  love 
for  the  fciences,  literature,  and  ftudy,  is  ardent. 
He  has  a  profound  contempt  for  the  trifles  which 
occupy,  and  fo  greatly  degrade,  rnofi  of  the 
higher  order  of  French  nobility.  His  manners 
are  polite,  his  fimplicity  of  morals  finds  few 
equals,  in  people  of  his  rank ;  and  to  his  can- 
dour and  virtues  are  added  a  jufi,  prudent,  and 
cultivated  mind. 

Such,  fire,  is  the  comte  de  Crillon,  who  I 
have  no  doubt  will  be  received  as  gracioufly  as 
he  hopes  to  be,  will  be  permitted  to  pay  his 
court  to  you,  during  his  abode  in  Pruflia,  and 
will  juftify  all  I  have  written.  Your  majefty  will 
perceive  in  him  a  defcendant  worthy  of  his  illuf- 
trious  anceftors,  and  deftined  to  tread  in  their 
fteps.  Henry  IV.  beftowed  the  epithet  of  brave, 
on  one  of  the  Crillons,  and  this  is  become,  as  it 

VOL.  xi.  B  b  were, 
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were,  his  proper  name.  I  hope  your  majeftyy 
when  acquainted  with  the  gentleman  I  have 
the  honour  to  mention,  will  call  him  the 
fage  and  virtuous  Crillon.  Such  epithets  will 
be  inferior  to  none;  efpecially  if  beftowed  by 
you. 

The  comte  de  Crillon  might  perhaps  enume- 
rate other  titles  to  refpect,  derived  from  his  fa- 
mily, in  which  courageous  and  virtuous  actions 
are  hereditary.  His  father,  the  duke  de  Crillon, 
it  was  who  commanded  feventeen  companies  of 
French  grenadiers,  at  the  bridge  of  Weiflenfells, 
whofe  valour  merited  the  praifes  of  your  ma- 
jefty.  The  duke  de  Crillon  perfonally  deferved, 
on  this  occafion,  the  gratitude  of  all  who  intereft 
themfelves  in  the  prefervation  of  great  men,  by 
an  action  worthy  of  his  anceftors.  He  had  placed 
two  officers  in  a  fmall  ifland,  who  obferved  your 
army,  while  the  bridge  was  burning.  One  of 
the  two,  to  whom  it  had  been  recommended  to 
remain  concealed,  came  from  his  hiding  place 
to  inform  the  duke  that,  if  he  pleafed,  he  could 
kill  a  general,  whom  he  believed  to  be  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  from  the  refpect  which  was  paid 
him  by  the  officers.  This  the  duke  forbade,'  but 
he  knew  not  that  he  was  preparing  an  honour 
for  his  fon,  which  he  now  hopes  to  receive,  of 
beholding  the  greateft  king  in  Europe,  and 

perhaps 
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perhaps  the  happinefs  of  meeting  a  favourable 
reception. 

M.  de  Guibert,  penetrated  with  admiration 
for  all  which  you  have  permitted  him  to  fee, 
and  efpecially  for  what  he  has  feen  in  your  ma- 
jefty, informs  me  in  his  letter  that  he  mall,  dur- 
ing life,  preferve  the  moft  lively  gratitude  for  the 
kindnefs  with  which  you  have  deigned  to  receive 
him,  and  the  fignal  favours  you  have  been  pleafed 
to  beftow.  The  comte  de  Crillon  ventures  to  flat- 
ter hirhfelf  he  (hall  meet  with  equal  favour.  Af- 
ter having  admired  the  great  chief  of  the  Pruf- 
fian  army,  he  is  defirous  of  feeing  and  admiring 
this  celebrated  army  itfelf,  which  is  indebted  to 
your  majefty  for  all  its  worth,  and  which  under 
your  command  has  acquired  immortal  fame. 
This  is  a  kindnefs  I  requeft  your  majefty  to 
grant,  as  I  before  did  for  M.  de  Guibert ;  and 
I  will  pledge  myfelf  for  an  equal  return  of  grati- 
tude. 

The  firft  wifh  of  my  heart,  on  their  return,  is 
that  M.  de  Guibert  and  the  comte  de  Crillon 
fhould  bring  me  fuch  news  as  I  expecl,  and 
hope,  and  fuch  as  will  be  fatisfa&ory  to  the 
tender  and  profound  intereft  I  take  in  your  pre- 
fcrvation,  happinefs,  and  renown.  This  will 
confole  and  encourage  philofophy,  which*  in 
the  various  obftacles  it  has  to  encounter,  has 
B  b  2  more 
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more  than  eyer  need  of  your  majefty,  who,  by 
your  writings  and  knowledge,  are  become  its 
chief,  its  fupport,  and  its  example. 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refpedt,  &c. 


LETTER    CVIIL 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  December  10,  1773. 

A.BOVE  two  months  iince,  I  had  the 
honour  to  write  a  letter  to  your  majefty,  which 
I  expected  you  would  long  Iince  have  received, 
and  the  bearer  of  which  was  the  comte  de  Cril- 
lon,  a  young  French  officer  of  great  merit. 
This  he  hoped  he  mould  have  prefented  to  your 
majefty  in  the  month  of  October,  but  unforefeen 
circumftances  have  retarded  his  arrival.  I  ex- 
pect he  will  now  foon  be  at  Berlin,  and  I  pre* 
vioufly  take  the  liberty  to  requeft  a  favourable 
reception  from  your  majefty,  for  this  young  gen- 
tleman, whofe  name,  talents,  and  virtues,  con- 
ftitute  his  worth. 

The  unforefeen  delay  of  the  arrival  of  that 
letter  has  been  the  reafon  why  I  have  not,  for 
fome  months,  written  to  your  majefty ;  not  be- 
ing 
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ing  willing  too  often  to  intrude,  occupied  as 
you  are,  by  great  and  little  affairs.  Among  the 
latter,  I  rank  the  trick  your  majefty  has  played 
the  cordelier,  Ganganelli,  by  receiving  his  preT 
torian  band,  the  Jefuits,  whom  he  has  had  the 
folly  to  difmifs.  I  know  not  whether  this  little 
trick  will  not  breed  a  quarrel  in  Paradife,  and  I 
fear  left  Francis  of  Affife  and  Ignatius  Loyola 
fliould  come  to  fifty-cuffs,  like  the  heroes  of 
Scarron's  comic  romance.  I  very  ferioufly  hope, 
however,  that  neither  your  majefty  nor  your 
fuccefTbrs  will  have  caufe  to  repent,  of  the 
afylum  you  have  granted  thefe  eaballers;  that 
they  will  be  more  faithful,  in  future,  than  they 
were  during  the  laft  war  of  Silefia,  as  your  ma- 
jefty did  me  the  honour  yourfelf  to  inform,  me ; 
and  that,  by  their  worthy  and  fage  conduct,  they 
will  no  longer  merit  the  epithet  of  malevolent 
vermin,  which  your  majefty  beftowed  on  them, 
four  or  five  years  ago,  in  one  of  the  letters  you 
did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me. 

I  mould  be  glad,  at  prefeat,  to  aft.  the  Je- 
fuits what  they  think  of  philofophy,  and  tolera- 
tion, againft  which  they  have  been  &>  violent? 
What  would  have  become  of  them,  when  their 
order  was  in  the  agonies  of  death,  had  not  Eu- 
rope poflerTed  a  philofophic  and  tolerant  fove- 
^eign  >  I  laughed  heartily  at  the  excelled  letter 
B  b  3  of 
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of  your  majefty^  to  the  abbe  Colombini ;  and, 
among  the  reft,  at  the  juftice  you  did  the  good 
fathers,  by  affirming  you  knew  riot  men  who 
could,  in  every  refpect,  better  merit  the  title  of 
yriefts.     This  reminds  me  of  a  certain  very  in- 
credulous  philofopher,  in  whofe  prefence  the 
company  turned  to  ridicule  I  know  not  what 
proof,  of  what  Voltaire  calls  *  *  *,   "  You  are 
"  very  difficult,"  replied  the  philofopher;  "for 
t(  my  part,  I  am  acquainted  with  no  better  proofs 
"  than  thefe."   Nor  was  my  laughter  lefs  at  the 
paffage  in  which  your  majefty  adds  that,  being 
in  the  heretical  clafs,  the  holy  father  could  not 
grant  you  any  difpenfation  for  a  breach  of  pro- 
mife.     Yet  cannot  I  forbear  owning  to  your 
majefty.  that,  while  laughing,  philofophy  felt  a 
momentary  alarm,  to  fee  fuch  tares  preferved. 
Fortunately  (he  foon  recovered  from 'her  fears, 
by  confidering  that  the  ferpent  at  prefent  is  with- 
out a  head,  which  the  apothecary  Ganganelli 
himfelf  has  cut  away;  and  that,  by  means  of 
this  amputation,  the-  body  may  fupply  a  moft 
excellent  and  medicinal  viper  broth,   by  which 
your  majefty  no  doubt  will  profit. — Therefore, 
fo  be  it. 

The  marquis  de  Puyfegur  is  not  at  Paris,- but 
I  have  written  to  inform  him  of  your  majefty's 
remarks.  I  know  not  what  anfwer  he  can  make, 

to 
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to  the  well  founded  obje&ion  of  your  majefty, 
on  the  pretended  difference  between  ancient  and 
modern  foldiers.  Unworthy  as  I  am  to  judge 
on  fuch  fubjefts,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the 
foldiers  even  of  the  cordelier  would  become  the 
foldiers  of  Paulus  Emilius,  were  a  Frederic  at 
their  head ;  and  that  our  fuperftitious  reverence 
for  antiquity  is  not  better  founded,  when  we 
fuppofe  the  ancients  fuperior  to  the  moderns,  in 
ftrength  of  body,  than  it  is  when  we  fuppofe 
them  fuperior  in  talents  and  genius. 

M.  de  Guibert  has  returned  full  of  gratitude) 
for  the  kindnefs  with  which  he  has  been  honour- 
ed by  your  majefty.  He  fpeaks  in  raptures  of 
your  perfon,  and  of  all  he  has  feen.  He  has 
but  one  regret,  and  this  is  a  great  one.  He  has 
been  unable  to  profit  by  the  advice  your  majefty 
might  have  given  him,  concerning  his  tragedy ; 
for  he  rather  expected  advice  than  praife.  On 
his  paffage,  he  vifited  the  patriarch  of  Ferney, 
who  like  me  has  laughed  heartily  at  the  expence 
of  the  pope,  and  the  trifling  perplexity  into 
which  he  has  been  thrown  by  your  majefty ;  for, 
an  honeft  pope  as  he  is,  he  ought  to  excommu- 
nicate the  Jefuits,  mould,  they  obey  you ;  and 
mould  he  excommunicate  them  Philofophy 
hopes  to  fee  fine  diverfion.  Your  majefty  per- 
haps remembers  a  certain  battle  fought  in  Para- 
B  b  4  guay, 
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guay,  by  the  king-jefuit  Nicholas,  in  which  the 
field-marfhal  had  three  capuchins  killed  under 
him  *.  I  have  told  the  philofopher  of  Ferney 
that  your  majefty  ?  when  raifing  this  new  regi- 
ment, fcarcely  could  avoid  recruiting  for  capu- 
chins, to  remount  the  corps.  I  only  requeft 
your  majefty  would  deprive  thefe  new  foldiers 
of  carabines ;  for  of  this  difeafe  it  is  faid  the 
king  of  Portugal  fell  ill. 

As  there  is  no.  fear  your  majefty  mould  ever 
make  a  Jefuit  your  confeffor,  your  general,  your 
prime-minifter,  or  ypur  miftrefs,  I  think  Phi- 
lofophy  may  be  wholly  at  her  eafe,  concerning 
the  ufe  to  which  your  majefty  will  put  thefe  good 
people ;  for  you  will  render  them  of  utility  by 
difabling  them  from  being  dangerous.  Such  is 
the  refult  of  my  reflexions,  after  having  indulg- 
ed in  momentary  mirth  at  their  expence,  and 
at  feeing  them  difperfed  by  and  fcourged  with 
the  cord  of  St.  Francis. 

It  is  not  many  days  fmce  I  have  been  inform- 
ed of  the  excellent  infcriptiqn,  which  you  have 
put  \}p  in  the  catholic  church  of  Berlin,  and 

*  Tues  fous  lut.  Whether  there  be  any  jocular  anecdote 
alluded  to,  or  any  quibble,  is  more  than  can  be  known  from 
the  text ;  but  D'Alembert  means  to  defcribe  the  Jefuit-gene- 
ral  aftride  on  thefe  capuchins  who  were  killed  under  him  like 
horfes.  T. 

which 
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which  is  truly  admirable,  truly  precious,  to  phi- 

lofophy,  and  truly  worthy  of  your  majefty- ? 

FREDERIC,  qui  ne  bait  pas  ceux  qni  fervent  Dieu. 
autrement  que  lui  *.  This  is  one  of  the  greateft  and 
moft  ufefu).  leflbns  your  majefty  ever  afforded 
to  your  brother  kings,  of  the  prefent  or  of  a  fu- 
ture age ;  a  leflbn  by  which  they  will  certainly 
one  day  profit,  whether  from  a  principle  of  ju£- 
tice  or  of  vanity,  that  they  may  in  fome  mari- 
ner referable  the  hero  of  the  prefent  century. 
This  is  an  infcription  that  well  deferves  to  be 
preferved  by  a  medal ;  the  figures  and  legend 
for  which  no  perfon  can  better  imagine  than, 
your  majefty. 

Let  me  requeft  your  majefty  to  accept  my 
moft  humble  congratulations,  on  the  birth  of  the 
prince  who  is  added  to  your  auguft  houfe ;  the 
perpetuation  and  extent  of  which  is  always  a 
moft  interefting  object  to  me ;  and  of  this,  I 
dare  believe,  your  majefty  is  well  perfuaded. 

One  of  the  moft  eftimable  members  of  your 
academy,  M.  Bitaube,  has  fent  me  the  poem  of 
WILLIAM,  of  which  he  is  the  author.  I  think 
the  work  interefting ;  the  reading  of  it  gave  me 
pleafure.  The  author  is  defirous  of  rendering 
it  more  perfect,  in  the  fecond  edition,  and  has 

*  Frederic,  who  hates  not  thofe  who  worfhi'p  God  in  a 
manner  different  from  himfelf. 

acquainted 
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acquainted  me  with  the  wifli,  which  he  has  fig* 
nified  to  your  majefty,  of  making  a  tour  to 
France,  that  he  may  profit  by  the  advice  of  our 
principal  men  of  letters.  I  imagine,  fire,  the 
work  might  be  greatly  benefited  •,  and  perhaps 
a  new  edition  which  he  has  undertaken  of  his 
tranflation  of  the  Iliad  ftill  more  fo.  His  defire 
to  impart  all  poflible  perfection  to  the  work  is 
increafed,  becaufe  it  has  been  dedicated  to,  and 
has  had  the  good  fortune  to  pleafe,  your  ma- 
jefty. The  enterprife  is  fo  difficult  that  he  dares 
not  confide  wholly  in  himfelf.  By  attempting 
to  give  a  more  faithful  tranflation,  he  fears  left 
he  mould  injure  a  work  that  has  met  with  ap- 
plaufe ;  and,  that  he  may  avoid  this  rock,  he 
thinks  it  necefiary  to  confult  the  true  judges  of 
the  language.  Such,  fire,  are  the  motives  that 
make  him  defirows  to  undertake  this  journey, 
though  he  is  the  reverfe  of  being  in  love  with  a 
wandering  life  ;  and  he  ventures  to  flafter  him- 
felf your  majefty  will  cede  to  thefe  reafons. 

May  that  deftiny  which  watches  over  great 
men  preferve  your  majefty,  during  the  enfuing 
year,  and  thofe  which  (hall  fucceed  !  May  you, 
by  pacifying  the  north,  be  crowned  with  fuccefs, 
and  perfect  glory  !  Such  are  the  prayers  of  one 
who  will  ever  remain,  with  the  moft  lively  gra- 
titude, the  tendered  veneration,  &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER    CIX. 

From  the  King. 

December  16,  1775.. 

±H  E  comte  dc  Crillon  has  delivered  me 
your  Crillonade,  from  which  I  have  learned  the 
hiftory  of  all  the  Crillons  of  the  diftrift  of  Avig- 
non. He  makes  no  flay  here,  but  continues  his 
journey  to  Ruffia,  fo  that  I  muft  take  him  at 
your  word,  and  fuppofe  him  the  moil  fage  of 
the  Crillons ;  well  perfuaded  that  you  have  fa- 
thomed and  calculated  all  his  curves,  as  well  as 
his  angles  of  incidence.  He  will  meet  with 
Diderot  and  Grimm  in  Ruffia;  both  full  of  .the 
favourable  reception  granted  them  by  the  em- 
prefs,  and  the  admirable  things  they  have  feen. 
Grimm  it  is  faid  will  remain  in  that  country, 
which  will  become  the  afylum  of  the  Encyclo- 
pedifts  and  men  like  Chaumeix. 

A  dialogue  of  the  dead  has  appeared  here, 
the  interlocutors  of  which  are  the  Virgin  Mary 
and  Madame  la  Pompadour.  It  is  attributed  to 
various  authors.  If  you  have  no  copy,  I  will 
fend  you  one ;  however,  I  am  prevented  from 
venturing  to  remit  fuch  a  packet,  becaufe  of  the 
fear  of  offending  your  letter-vifitors,  or  your 
illuflrious  poll-office  clerks. 

7  M.  dc 
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M.  de  Guibert  has  pafled  by  Ferney,  where 
it  is  affirmed  he  has  been  converted  by  Voltaire; 
that  is  to  fay,  he  has  renounced  the  errors  of 
ambition,  and  has  abjured  the  dreadful  trade 
of  mercenary  executioner,  to  become  a  capu- 
chin, or  a  philofopher ;  infomuch  that  he  has 
already  publimed  a  declaration,  like   Greflet, 
informing   the   public    that,    having   ha,d   the 
misfortune  to  write  a  work  on   tactics,   he  is 
a  penitent  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  and 
protefts  he  will  never  give  rules  for  murder, 
afTaflination,  fpoil,  ftratagem,  and  like  abomi- 
nations.    For  my  own  part,  as  my  converiion  is 
not  far  advanced,  I  beg  you  circumftantially  to 
relate  that  of  Guibert,  that  my  heart  may  be 
mollified,  and  I  may  haye  fome  bowels  of  com- 
pafifion. 

The  landgravine  of  Darmftadt  is  here,  on. 
hex  return  from  Peterfburg,  where  fhe  has 
married  her  daughter,  and  is  unwearied  in  her 
praifes  of  the  emprefs,  and  of  the  excellent  in- 
ftitutions  of  that  fovereign,  in  Ruffia.  You  fee 
what  it  is  to  travel !  We  who  live  like  rats,  in 
pur  holes,  can  only  hear  of  thefe  things ;  and 
the  fenfe  of  hearing  is  very  inferior  to  that  of 
feeing.  In  the  mean  time,  I  (hall  offer  up 
prayers  for  the  fage  Anaxagoras  to  Urania,  and 
fay — "  It  is  for  thee  to  fupport  the  firft  of  thy 

«  apoftl.cs, 


CORRESPONDENCE.  38* 

"  apoftles,  and  keep  that  light  mining,  deprived 
"  of  which  a  great  kingdom  would  fall  into 
<c  darknefs."  To  the  great  Demiourgos  I  (hall 
add, — "  May  eft  thou  always  take  the  good 
"  D'Alembert  into  thy  holy  keeping  I" 

--J3,  ' 
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From  tie  King. 

iff' Jlf^-lrr 

January  7,  1774. 

YOU  need  entertain  no  fears  for  my  per- 
fon.  There  is  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the 
Jefuits.  The  cordelier,  Ganganelli,  has  pared 
their  nails,  drawn  their  eye-teeth,  and  difabled 
them  from  fcratchirg  and  biting;  but  they  may 
become  fchooL  matters,  of  which  they  are  more 
capable  than  the  whole  brood  of  the  Cuculati. 
I  own  they  were  guilty  of  tergiverfations,  during 
the  laft  war ;  but  reflect  on  the  nature  of  cle- 
mency, which  admirable  virtue  cannot  be  ex- 
ercifed,  till  we  have  firft  been  offended.  You 
philofophers  will  certainly  not  reproach  me,  for 
having  treated  men  mercifully,  and  exercifed 
humanity,  indifferently  toward  all  thofe  of  my 
own  fpecies,  be  their  religion  or  country  what 
they  may.  Believe  me^  we  ought  to  practife  phi- 

lofophy, 
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lofophy,  and  trouble  ourfelves  lefs  concerning 
metaphyfics.  Good  actions  are  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  public  than  the  mod  fubtle  fyf- 
tems,  or  the  moft  acute  difcoveries,  in  which 
the  mind  is  generally  loft,  and  the  truth  remains 
undifcoveredi  I  am  not  however  the  only  per- 
fon  who,  has  admitted  the  Jefuits.  The  Eng- 
lifli  and  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  have  done  the 
fame,  and  London  is  of  the  party.  So  much 
for  the  Jefuits. 

I  imagined  M.  de  Guibert  had  abjured  his 
inhuman  art,  in  prefence  of  Voltaire.  I  had 
not  time  to  hear  his  tragedy.  He  told  me  he 
intended  to  make  a  tour  to  the  north  next  year, 
that  he  would  pafs  this  way,  and  would  then 
read  his  piece  to  me.  I  can  only  admire,  and 
not  criticife,  thofe  who  are  more  learned  than 
myfelf.  Some  rhymes  written  for  rrly  amufe- 
ment,  in  a  foreign  language,  ought  not  to  ren- 
der me  prefumptuous  enough  to  make  me  fup- 
pofe  myfelf  a  mailer  of  the  art  of  poetry.  The 
compofition  of  tragedy  has  to  me  appeared 
particularly  difficult.  I  have  not  had  courage1 
enough  to  make  any  attempt  of  this  kind,  iii 
which  mediocrity  is  infufferable ;  and  fuccefs 
could  not  be  expected,  unlefs  the  mind  was 
more  free  from  bufinefs,  and  interruption,  than 
mine  can  be. 

1  have 


CORRESPONDENCE;  3 

I  have  read  the  work  of  Helvetius,  and  for 
his  fake  am  forry  it  has  been  printed*  His  book 
is  deftitute  of  logic,  and  contains  nothing  but 
paralogifms,  reafoning  in  a  circle,  paradoxes, 
and  complete  abfurdities,  at  the  head  of  which 
the  project  of  a  French  republic  muft  be  placed. 
Helvetius  was  a  worthy  man,  but  he  ought  not 
to  talk  of  what  he  does  not  underftand.  Bayle 
would  have  fent  him  to  fchool,  to  ftudy  the  ru- 
diments of  logic.  Yet  he  was  one  of  our  phi- 
lofophers !  Yes ;  one  of  thofe  whom  Lucian  has 
ridiculed.  The  fterility  of  our  poor  age,  in 
great  men  and  good  works,  is  terrible.  Nothing 
but  the  lees  of  what  did  honour  to  the  human 
mind,  in  the  time  of  Louis  XIV,  remain ;  and 
they  will  foon  difappear  *« 

Diderot  is  at  Peterfburg,  where  the  emprefs 
has  heaped  favours  upon  him ;  yet  however  it 
is  faid  the  Ruffians  think  him  a  tireibme  rea* 
foner,  who  is  continually  reiterating  the  fame 

*.I  have,  though  frequently  wifh  much  difficulty  I  own, 
abftained  from  combating  any  of  the  erroneous  opinions  which 
(among  many  that  are  true  and  efientialto  human  happinefs) 
'I  have  to  my  great  afm'&ion  £een  obliged  to  tranflate  :  but; 
left  young  minds  mould  be  milled,  I  cannot  in  this  place  for- 
bear obferving,  as  a  general  remark,  that,  when  the  king  ceri* 
fure's  the  efforts  that  were  made  by  Helvetius,  and  the  beft 
and  greateft  writers  of  France,  in  favour  of  liberty,  it  is  geA 
aerally  with  infinite  injuftice.  T. 

things. 
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things.  Intrepid  though  I  am  as  a  reader;  1 
cannot  read  any  of  his  works  through.  There 
is  a  tone  of  felf-fufliciency,  and  arrogance  in 
them,  at  which  my  inftinclive  liberty  revolts* 
Ariftotle,  Cicero,  Lucretius,  Locke,  Gaffendi, 
Bayle,  and  Newton  did  not  write  thus.  Modefty 
is  always  pleafmg,  and  is  the  firft  merit  of  the 
fage.  He  mould  reafon  forcibly,  but  mould 
not  imperiously  decide.  This  is  the  confe-' 
quence  of  being  dogmatical.  To  fpeak  with 
felf-fufficiency  it  is  fuppofed  is  to  convince. 
The  manner  may  be  good  in  declamation,  but 
is  infupportable  to  a  reader.  With  the  book 
in  hand,  we  judge  of  the  reafons  and  laugh  at 
the  emphafis.  In  vain  will  the  author  aflume 
falfe  confequence ;  his  arguments  are  appre- , 
ciated,  and  reduced  to  their  juft  value. 

I  perceive  my  letter  is  very  long;  I  am  afham* 
ed  of  it,  and  I  aik  pardon.  I  (hall  add  only  a 
word ;  my  bed  wifhes  for  the  prefervation  and 
profperity  of  Anaxagoras  for  a  long  fucceflion 
of  years. 

On  which  I  pray  that  Nature,  and  the  Spirit 
which  prefides  over  the  great  whole,,  may  take 
you  into  their  holy  keeping.  w\&t 

P.  S.  Your  Crillon  is  gone  to  hawk,his  wares 
in  Ruffia ;  we  have  heard  nothing  of  him  for 

this  month  paft. 

LET- 
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LETTER      CXI. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  February  14,  1774* 

I  RESEMBLE  the  teacher  of  philofophy 
of  the  Bourgeois  Gentilhomme  of  Moliere  :  I,  like 
this  great  philofopher,  have  read  the  learned 
treatife  of  Seneca  on  anger,  and  I  grant,  refer- 
ring to  the  Jefuits,  of  whom  your  majefty  is  be- 
come the  general,  were  there  no  culprits  there 
could  be  no  clemency.  It  is  befide  affirmed 
that  the  Jefuits  of  Poland  have,  by  their  fidelity, 
repaired  the  wrong  formerly  done  to  your  majefty 
by  the  Jefuits  of  Silefia.  Nor  can  your  ma- 
jefty do  better  than  to  referable  the  Deity,  who 
it  is  faid  wimes  not  the  death  of  the  finner,  that 
would  fave  himfelf  by  fmcere  repentance.  I 
really  believe  they  are  very  repentant ;  that  is, 
they  are  very  much  vexed;  efpecially  as  your 
majefty,  having  the  honour  and  the  happinefs  to 
be  a  heretic,  will  not,  as  you  well  obferve,  per- 
mit them  to  be  otherwife  than  ufeful,  and  never 
dangerous,  as  they  have  been,  more  than  once, 
to  princes  who  went  to  hear  mafs,  and  to  con- 
feffion. 

Your  majefty  has  no  high  opinion  of  Diderot, 
and  I  will  not  venture  to  contradict  you.  Yet, 

VOL.  XT.  C  c  mould 
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(hould  he  pafs  through  Berlin,  I  hope  your  ma* 
jefty  will  permit  him  to  approach  your  perfon. 
I  *dare  affirm  you  will  judge  more  favourably  of 
the  man  than  of  his  works ;  and  that,  with  a 
fruitful  imagination  and  much  knowledge,  you 
will  difcover  in  him  mild  ardour,  and  great 
amenity. 

I  allow,  with  your  majefty,  that  there  are 
many  falfe  and  hazarded  opinions,  many  things 
to  be  retrenched,  and  much  prolixity,  in  the 
work  of  Helvetius.  It  may  better  be  faid  to  con- 
tain materials  than  to  be  a  work ;  and  many 
of  the  materials  ought  not  to  be  employed. 
Still  I  cannot  but  think  there  are  fome  ufeful 
and  well-explained  truths  in  it;  and  it  would 
befide  acquire  additional  value,  in  my  eyes, 
were  it  only  for  the  juftice  which  it  renders  to 
your  majefty. 

I  grant  our  age  is  very  inferior  to  the  age  of 
Louis  XIV,  intafteand  genius;  but,  if  I  do  not 
miflake,  it  is  fuperior  in  knowledge,  the  horror 
in  which  fuperftition  and  fanaticifrn  arc  held, 
and  the  love  of  ufeful  fcience ;  which  things  in 
my  opinion  have  their  merits. 

M.  de  Guibert  has  not  abjured  his  trade  to 
Voltaire,  leflbns  of  which  he  has  been  taught 
by  the  works  and  in  the  provinces  of  your  ma- 
jefty. He  hopes  your  majefty  will  ptrmit  him. 

again 
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again  to  return  and  admire,  when  circumftances 
(hall  be  favourable,  and  allow  him  to  receive 
advice  from  you,  concerning  his  tragedy;  a 
work  proper  to  be  judged  by  princes  like  your- 
felf. 

I  have  no  doubt  of  all  the  fine  things  which 
Diderot  and  Grimm  write  of  the  Semiramis  of 
the  north.  Yet  it  feems  to  me  that  thefe  Ruf- 
fians, who,  as  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  your 
majefty  fome  time  ago,  were  the  food  of  horfes 
at  Spa,  begin  at  prefent  to  be  the  food  of  Janif- 
faries.  If  your  majefty  mould  not  interfere, 
and  drive  both  Turks  and  Ruffians  home,  I 
doubt  that  at  length  neither  Turks  nor  Ruffians 
will  be  to  be  found ;  which  would  be  a  great 
pity.  I  recollect,  after  the  battle  of  Zorndorff, 
at  which  your  majefty  difpatched  thirty  thou- 
fand  Ruffians,  a  fat  Dane  very  coolly  told  me — • 
u  There  was  no  harm  done ;  it  was  fo  eafy  for 
(<  God  to  make  Ruffians." 

I  very  much  wim  to  read  the  dialogue  your 
majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  mention,  one  of  the 
interlocutors  of  which  is  the  bleffed  Virgin 
Mary.  Perhaps  you  might  find  fome  oppor- 
tunity of  fending  it  me,  without  fuffering  it  to 
pafs  the  infpection  of  thefe  Cerberean  curs. 

The  comte  de  Crillon  is  worthy  the  favour 

and  efteem  of  your  majefty,  by  his  ardour  to 

C  c  2  gain 
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gain  information,  his  virtues,  and  the  refpect  in 
which  he  holds  great  men.  Such  are  the  fenti- 
ments  you  infpire,  with  which  I  mall  all  my 
life,  with  the  moft  lively  gratitude,  &c. 


LETTER      CXII. 

From  the  King. 

March  ii,   1774. 

YOU  may  be  perfectly  pacified,  refpedt- 
ing  the  Jefuits,  who  are  no  longer  Jefuits,  in 
Pruffia.  They  are  more  necefiary  than  you 
fuppofe,  in  France,  for  the  education  of  youth, 
in  a  country  in  which  teachers  are  fcarce,  and 
in  which  they  would  with  difficulty  be  found 
among  the  laymen,  efpecially  in  Weft  Pruffia. 
I  am  very  glad  to  hear  you  are  of  my  opinion, 
that  clemency  can  only  be  exercifed  by  offence 
having  been  firft  given. 

I  am  very  much  aftonifhed  at  the  remedies 
employed  by  the  king  of  Sardinia  for  his  flux*, 
and  imagine  it  to  be  an  invented  tale.  I  have 
had  the  gout,  of  which  I  have  cured  myfelf  by 
regimen,  without  invoking  St.  Anthony  of  Pa- 

*  Fluxions.  Perhaps  the  dyfentery  ;  perhaps  a  diforder  in 
the  eyes.  T. 

dua. 
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dua.  A  man  who  has  employed  remedies  like 
thofe  which  it  is  faid  the  king  of*  *  *  has  taken, 
certainly  is  not  formed  for  the  fociety  of  M. 
D'Alembert  and  La  Grange.  Our  academy  has 
fo  little  to  lofe  that  it  is  our  duty  to  preferve 
the  good  members  we  have,  and  not  to  part 
with  them, 

We  are  informed  by  letter  that  Diderot  and 
Grimm  are  foon  to  leave  Peterfburg.  They  intend 
to  pafs  through  Warfaw,  before  they  come  hither. 
I  imagine  they  may  arrive  about  the  beginning 
of  April,  and  I  certainly  (hall  fee  them  on  their 
paflage,  and  write  to  you  concerning  Diderot, 
when  I  have  converfed  with  him,  with  all  that 
fincerity  which  you  know  me  to  poflefs.  I  could 
have  wimed,  for  the  honour  of  Helvetius,  he 
could  have  confulted  fome  of  his  friends,  previous 
to  the  publication  of  his  work.  It  feems  to  me 
he  formed  a  fyftem,  while  writing  his  book  on  the 
Underftanding,  which  he  wimed  to  maintain  in 
his  laft  work,  and  which  has  been  productive  of 
thofe  errors  which  fyftematic  works  eafily  occa- 
fion.  All  endeavours  to  impart  the  character  of 
truth  to  paradox  are  ineffectual.  When  Grimm  !, 
paries  this  way,  I  (hall  fee  whether  he  will  take 
charge  of  the  dialogue,  in  which  the  Virgin 
Mary  acts  fo  confpicuous  a  part.  I  am  afraid, 
when  you  read  it,  you  will  exclaim — "  Is  this 
Cc  3  "all!" 
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"  all!"  It  can  only  afford  a  moment's  amufe- 
ment. 

A  new  pamphlet,  by  Voltaire,  has  appeared 
here,  intitled  Le  Taureau  Blanc*,  written  with 
all  the  pleafantry  and  vivacity  of  youth.  The 
conclufion  is  edificatory.  The  bull  becomes  a 
man,  and  even  a  monarch.  Whenever  he  re- 
pairs the  follies  of  which  he  has  been  guilty,  the 
people  affemble  round  his  palace,  and  cry— 
(t  Long  live  our  great  king,  who  is  no  more  a 
<(  bull !" — If  you  have  not  the  work  at  Paris,  it 
may  be  fent  you  by  the  fame  channel. 

I  expect  the  unconverted  De  Guibert,  who  a$ 
well  as  his  tragedy  will  be  well  received ;  nor 
do  I  doubt  but  the  work,  of  which  fome  people 
have  fpoken  to  me,  is  worthy  of  approbation. 

The  comte  de  Crillon  has  had  his  nofe  frozen 
at  Peterfburg,  but  by  the  aid  of  fnovv  it  has  for- 
tunately been  faved.  He  is  to  return  this  way 
in  the  fpring,  taking  his  route  through  Lapland, 
Sweden,  and  Denmark.  He  and  the  prince  of 
Salm  may  both  happen  to  arrive  all  ice ;  but  we 
will  take  every  care  in  thawing  them,  and  if 
poflible  will  reftore  them  to  their  natural  ftate. 
J,  whofe  temperament  is  not  frofty,  and  \vho 
cfteem  you  with  great  warmth,  offer  up  my 

*  The  White  Bu& 

prayers 


prayers  that  the  great  Demiourgos  may  proteft 
•Anaxagoras. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


LETTER     CXIlt. 

From  M. 


SIRE,  Paris,  Apr3  25,  1774. 

I  H  AV  E  no  fear  that  the  heretofore  Jelf- 
Jaid  Jejuits,  as  they  were  called  by  the  late  par- 
liament of  Paris,  Qiould  by  their  re-eftablilhment 
endanger  your  majefty.  For  what  ill  could  they 
do  the  monarch  whom  the  Auftrians,  Imperi- 
alifts,  French,  and  Swedes,  united,  could  not  dif- 
poflefs  of  a  fmgle  village  ?  But  I  dread  left  other 
princes,  who  are  not  equally  able  to  oppofe  all 
Europe,  and  who  have  weeded  this  hemlock 
out  of  their  gardens,  mould  one  day  take  a  fancy 
to  borrow  a  little  feed,  again  to  propagate  the 
plant.  My  deli  re  is  that  your  majefty  mould, 
by  an  edict,  prohibit  the  exportation  of  Jefuit- 
feed,  which  never  can  come  to  good,  except  in 
Pruffia. 

I  know  not  whether  M.  de  Guibert  has  been 

forbidden  to  tranfport  his  body  to  the  North, 

but  I  am  informed  he  will  not  have  the  honour 

C  c  4  this 
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this  year  of  paying  his  court  to  your  majefty, 
as  he  defired  and  hoped.  His  ardent  with  was 
again  to  fee  the  admirable  manoeuvres  of  your 
troops,  again  to  contemplate  the  Deity  that 
gives  motion  to  the  grand  machine,  and  to  fub- 
mit  his  tragedy  of  the  Conftable  Bourbon  to  the 
judgment  of  the  monarch,  who  combines  the 
genius  of  Apollo  and  of  Mars. 

The  comte  de  Crillon  will  be  more  fortunate. 
He  will  once  more  vifit  your  majefty,  and  bring 
•you  intelligence  of  thofe  Ruffians  who  ought  to 
make  peace,  and  thofe  Swedes  who  will  do  well 
:not  to  make  war  :  and,  what  infinitely  more  in- 
terests me,  he  will  bring  me  news  from  your  ma- 
jefty, and  will  agam,  on  my  behalf,  pay  that  ho- 
mage of  refpecl,  gratitude,  and  admiration,  which 
1  owe.  I  once  more  take  the  liberty  to  recom- 
mend the  comte  de  Crillon  to  your  majefty's 
favour,  and  venture  to  repeat  that  the  more  you 
know  him  the  more  you  will  think  him  worthy 
to  be  diftinguifhed  from  that  herd  of  young 
French  nobility,  which  has  fo  juftly  given  you 
an  ill  opinion  of  the  reft. 

Tarn  informed  that  Diderot  is  at  the  Hague, 
The  vr.aladie  du  pays*  haftened  his  return 'to 

*  La  maladie  du  pays  is  a  proverbial  expreflion,  that  figni- 
fics  much  the  fame  mfick  of  the  mother,  T. 

France. 
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France.  I  much  wHh  your  majefty  could  have 
feen  and  pafled  judgment  on  him,  for  I  am  per- 
fuaded  he  would  have  pleafed  you.,  by  the  mild 
ardour  of  his  converfation,  and  the  urbanity  of 
his  character. 

I  am  charged  to  prefent  a  requeft  to  your  ma- 
jefty, in  behalf  of  a  young  man  of  the  greateft 
merit,  named  Villoifon,  whofe  profound  know- 
ledge has  caufed  him  to  be  received  a  member 
of  the  Academy  of  Belles  Lettres,  at  Paris,  be- 
fore the  age  of  twenty.  He  is  at  this  age  what 
Grotius,  Petau,  and  Scaliger  were  at  fifty  ;  but 
with  more  tafte  and  underftanding.  He  will 
be  exceedingly  flattered,  mould  he  obtain  the 
rank  of  foreign  aflbciate  in  the  academy,  which 
is  rendered  fo  flouriming  by  your  majefty's  pro- 
tection. He  has  lately  publifhed  a  work  on  Ho- 
mer, which  all  the  learned  regard  as  a  miraculous 
effort  of  knowledge  and  labour,  and  which  he 
would  take  the  liberty  to  prefent  to  your  majefty, 
did  he  not  fear  that  the  Greek,  with  the  ftrange 
characters  of  which  it  is  every  where  disfigured, 
mould  make  your  majefty  ftart  back  at  opening 
the  book.  I  venture  to  affure  your  majefty  that 
the  name  of  this  uncommon  young  man  will  not 
diflionour  your  academical  lift;  and  I  requeft 
this  favour  in  behalf  of  M.  de  Villoifon. 

I  know  not  whether  I  have  done  myfelf  the 

honour 
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honour  to  mention  the  poem  of  WILLIAM  to 
your  majefty,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  intereft- 
ing  and  well  written.  The  author  is  defirous  of 
rendering  it  more  perfect,  by  the  aid  of  men  of 
letters  in  France,  who  may  be  of  great  ufe  to  him, 
and  he  confequently  wifties  to  make  a  journey 
to  Paris.  I  am  perfuaded  this  journey  will  be 
very  advantageous  to  M.  Bitaube,  that  his  poem 
will  profit  greatly  by  it,  as  will  the  other  works 
he  intends  to  publifh,  and  that  he  will  collect 
literary  wealth,  in  this  city,  which  he  will  turn  to 
excellent  account,  in  his  academical  labours. 

J  impatiently  expect  the  edificatory  dialogue 
of  the  Virgin  Mary,  whom,  as  your  majefty 
knows,  I  have  ever  held  in  the  greateft  devotion. 

I  have  read  the  I'aureau  Blanc,  which  your 
majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  mention,  and  which 
has  excited  much  laughter.  The  king  who  is 
no  longer  a  bull,  the  prophets  metamorphofed 
into  magpies  which  fpeak  better  after  the  change, 
and  a  thoufand  other  fallies  of  humour,  are  in- 
conceivable from  a  man  of  eighty,  and  who  has 
written  the  Henriade  and  Alzire.  We  muft  ex* 
claim  with  Terence,  Homo  homini  quid  prtftat! 
What  difference  between  man  and  man  !  This 
proverb  is  more  applicable, to  your  majefty  than 
any  perfon.  Men,  who  like  me  are  in  the 
common  clafs,  cannot  hope  to  rife  fuperior  to 

this 
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this  clafs ;  not  even  by  paying  you  homage,  for 
that  is  a  fentiment  which  they  do  but  partake  in. 
common  with  the  reft  of  their  unfortunate  and 
petty  fpecies.  It  is  fome  confolation  that  they 
may  find  their  equals,  even  amongft  thofe  whofe 
crefts  are  higheft.  The  devotion  of  a  certain 
Italian  prince  to  St.  Anthony  of  Padua,  which  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  mention  to  your  majefty, 
is  very  true ;  unfortunately  for  this  prince  it  is 
indeed  too  true.  The  academy  of  Berlin  is 
happy  enough  to  have  attained  M.  de  la  Grange, 
and  finds  no  want  of  St.  Anthony  of  Padua. 

Your  majefty  no  doubt  has  been  informed 
that  M.  de  la  Grange  has  again,  for  the  fifth 
or  fixth  time,  for  I  have  loft  my  reckoning, 
gained  the  prize  of  our  Academy  of  Sciences, 
at  Paris.  I  cannot  too  often  congratulate  my- 
felf  for  having  procured  the  academy  of  Berlin 
a  man  of  fuch  eminent  and  uncommon  talents; 
and  who  is  even  of  greater  eftimation,  for  the 
modefty  and  mildnefs  of  his  character,  than  for 
his  knowledge  and  genius. 

I  always  too  late  perceive  I  abufe  the  precious 
time  of  your  majefty,  and  I  conclude  by  renew- 
ing my  moft  humble  aflurances  of  the  profound 
yeneration,  and  inviolable  attachment,  with 
which  I  am,  &c. 
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LETTER      CXIV. 

From  the  King. 

May  15,  1774. 

"CAN  gall  fo  great  poffefs  a fage's  heart!" 
the  poor  Jefuits  would  exclaim,  did  they  know 
the  contents  of  your  letter.  While  they  were 
powerful,  I  did  not  protect  them ;  and  in  their 
downfal  I  only  confidered  them  as  men  of  let- 
ters, whofe  equals,  for  the  education  of  youth, 
k  would  be  difficult  to  find.  This  great  ob- 
jeft  renders  them  neceffary  to  me;  becaufe,  of 
all  the  catholic  clergy  of  the  country,  they  alone 
have  applied  themfelves  to  letters :  for  which 
reafon,  let  who  will  afk,  he  (hall  have  no  Jefuit 
from  me,  I  being  interefted  in  keeping  them  to 
myfelf. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you,  a  vaft  encyclopedic 
phenomenon,  defcribing  an  ellipfis,  has  fcorched 
the  edge  of  our  horizon.  The  rays  of  his  light 
have  not  reached  us.  The  aftronomers  of  Stet- 
tin have  obferved  and  calculated  his  motion,  the 
diredion  of  which  was  toward  Hamburg.  He 
has  been  feen  by  the  ftar-gazers  of  the  Hague, 
whence  his  benign  influence  has  been  fhed  on 
the  Dutch  bookfellers.  Pompey  was  fortunate 

enough 
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enough  to  fee  and  hear  Pofidonius,  though  the 
philofopher  had  the  gout.  For  my  part,  I  have 
neither  heard  nor  feen  the  great  Diderot,  though 
he  was  in  full  health.  But  every  man  is  not  al- 
lowed to  vifit  Athens ;  and  that  encyclopedic 
neceflity,  which  determines  the  fate  of  men,  ap- 
parently, has  not  fmiled  on  me,  becaufe  I  pro- 
tect the  Jefuits. 

Your  brave  Crillon,  after  having  exhibited 
himfelf  in  Rufila,  Finland,  Lapland,  Sweden, 
and  Denmark,  arrived  at  Berlin.  I  imagine  he 
muft  well  warm  himfelf,  before  he  can  thaw  all  the 
congealed  air  which  he  has  inhaled  on  the  road. 
He  travels  in  company  with  a  prince  of  Salm, 
who  is  very  amiable,  and  has  met  the  approba- 
tion of  all  the  courts  at  which  he  has  appeared. 
Your  *  *  -j-  may  have  very  admirable  occult 
qualities,  but  he  is  thought  fomewhat  dull,  and 
yawners  only  can  find  amufement  in  his  fociety. 
I  do  not  fpeak  fqr  myfelf,  for  judgment  cannot 
be  panned  by  having  been  once  in  a  man's  com- 
pany ;  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  public,  of  which  I 
am  but  the  echo. 

I  (hall  wait  with  intrepidity  forM.  de  Guibert, 

f  The  affe&ed  lenity  of  omitting  the  name  of  the  count, 
in  this  place,  after  inferting  it  fo  often,  is  ftrange.  The  good 
opinion  of  him  whofe  penetration  is  unequal  to  the  difcovery 
js  fcarcely  worth  acquiring,  or  preferving.  T. 

and 
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and  his  tragedy,  as  long  as  Heaven  (hall  grant 
me  life,  pre-difpofed  to  applaud  both,  with  all 
the  ejaculations  of  admiration  that  can  be  ex- 
haled from  a  Teutonic  foul.  You  know  father 
Bouhours  has  told  us  that  our  form  is  rnoft  hea- 
vily encumbered  with  matter.  Our  grofs  fibres 
muft  be  well  fliaken,  before  they  can  vibrate ; 
and,  when  they  do,  it  is  not  with  a  twentieth 
part  of  the  ftrength,  the  tranfport,  the  ecftafy, 
and  the  convulfions,  which  are  felt  by  the  foul, 
of  a  French  petit-maitre.  His  blood  is  the 
fparkling  champaigne,  his  nerves  are  more  fine 
than  a  fpider's  web,  and  his  fenforium  is  put  in 
motion  with  as  much  eafe  as  a  weather-cock 
by  the  breath  of  zephyr.  To  fuch  judgments 
ftiould  the  beautiful,  the  elegant,  and  the  per- 
fect, be  prefented;  and  not  to  half-animated 
lumpsnrf  clay. 

Our  academy  muft  not  come  under  this  de- 
fcription.  It  is  compofed  of  foreigners,  who 
have  a  right  to  think,  and  may  have  fome  mo- 
deft  pretenfions  to  underftanding.  Your  M.  de 
la  Grange  (hines  in  a  very  admirable  manner,  by 
a  plus  by  which  to  me  is  as  totally  unintelligible 
as  it  is  to  the  king  of  *  *  *  -f-.  I  know  not  \vhe- 

•j-  In  thJfc,  as  in  the  former  inftance,  it  is  impoffible  to  con- 
je&ure  why  the  name  of  the  king  of  Sardinia  fhould  be  twice 
omitted,  after  having  beep  inferted.  T. 

ther 
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ther  the  latter,  at  prefent,  addicts  himfelf  to  tran- 
fcendent  and  myftic  devotion  ;  but  while  duke 
of  Savoy,  he  had  no  fuch  thoughts.  I  am  forty 
for  him,  but  that  is  all  I  can  do ;  for  exoeffive 
devotion  and  delirium  are,  in  my  opinion,  fyno- 
nymous :  except  indeed  that  devotion  may  be 
the  worfl;  for  that  remains,  and  the  delirium 
difappears  with  the  fever. 

But,  to  return  to  our  academy,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  the  new  member  you  mention  will 
with  pleafure  be  accepted.  He  mall  be  propofed 
to  the  academicians.,  provided  with  your  recom- 
mendation; and,  were  they  to  refufe  him,  it  would 
be  with  as  ill  a  grace  as  Charles  XIL  would  have 
rejected  an  officer,  furnimed  with  the  approbation 
of  the  great  Conde.  This  is  all  you  will  at  pre- 
fent receive  from  a  valetudinarian,  who,  while 
life  fliall  remain,  will  intereft  himfelf  in  the  for- 
tune and  profperity  of  the  modern  Anaxagoras. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 

• 
; 


f 


LET- 
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LETTER      CXV. 

From  M.  WAlembert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  July  I,  1774. 

1  H  E  laft  letter  your  majefty  did  me  the 
honour  to  write,  you  were  on  the  eve  of  depar- 
ture for  your  reviews,  which  I  now  fuppofe  are 
ended,  and  your  majefty  is   returned  to  your 
philofophic  retreat,  into  which  for  a  moment  I 
mall  obtrude,  to  renew  my  profound  refpecl:, 
and  lively  gratitude. 

A  great  event  has  happened  among  us,  fince 
the  laft  letter  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  your 
majefty,  of  great  confequences  from  which,  po- 
litical, civil,  moral,  literary,  philofophic,  and 
efpecially  ceconomical,  we  are  in  expectation. 
Much  is  proinifed,  and  much  is  wanted.  This 
event  is  the  inoculation  of  the  king  and  the  royal 
family,  which  a  month  fmce  we  were  far  from 
hoping,  and  which  proves  that  the  voice  of  rea- 
tbn  is  heard.  This  at  once  affords  us  happy  pro- 
fpccts  and  good  example.  Heaven  preferve  us 
from  wars,  fanatics,  and  knaves,  and  all  will  do 
well ! 

I  do  not  think  France  will  ever  fend  to  aik 
Jefuits  from  your  majefty.  I  very  much  pity 

2  catholic 
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Catholic  Germany,  that  it  fliould  poflefs  no  better 
perfons,  for  the  inftru&ion  of  youth,  than  thofe 
ignorant  caballers.  Your  majefly  does  not  do 
me  juftice,  if  you  imagine  I  have  any  gall  in 
my  heart  againft  them.  On  the  contrary,  no 
voice  was  heard  louder  than  mine,  exclaiming 
againft  the  barbarity  with  which  fome  individuals 
among  them  were  treated,  in  France.  But  it  is 
my  wifh  that,  while  rendering  individual  Jefuits 
as  happy  as  they  can  be  in  retirement,  the  means 
fliould  never  be  fuppl'ied  them  to  revive  in  a 
body ;  efpecially  in  a  country  where  fuch  rovival 
inuft  be  dangerous,  and  where  they  never  were 
any  thing  but  dangerous.  Were  each  fovereign 
a  Frederic,  I  mould  behold  Europe  paved  with 
Jefuits,  without  apprehenfion,  or  care.  But 
Frederics  pafs  away,  and  Jefuits  remain. 

1  am  forry  that  the  encyclopedic  phenomenon, 
which  your  rriajefty  has  done  me  the  honour  to 
mention,  has  only  grazed  the  horizon  of  Berlin. 
I  am  perfuaded,  had  your  majefty  obferved  it  at 
a  lefs  diftance,  you  would  have  found  it  worthy 
fome  attention.  My  earned  exhortation  was 
that  it  mould  fuflfer  itfelf  to  be  feen,  by  the 
greateft  aflronomer  of  our  age ;  and  I  affirmed 
that  the  Jens  of  this  aftronomer  were  very  be- 
nignant, though  very  exa6t.  It  was  in  awe  of 
the  aftronorrief,  and  I  am  forry ;  for  1  am  con- 

Vot.  xi.  D  d  vinced 
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vinced  the  aftronomer  would  not  have  been  dif- 
fatisfied  with  his  obfervations,  and  that  he  would 
have  done  me  the  honour  to  have  faid — "  I  find 
"  all  that  you  told  me  of  the  encyclopedic  phe- 
"  nomenon  true." 

Young  Crillon  is  not  fo  great  a  phenomenon, 
but  I  dare  aflure  yourmajefty  he  has  his  worth  ; 
and  I  could  have  very  much  defired  your  ma- 
jefty  fliould  have  judged  for  yourfelf.  If  the 
Ruffians  thought  him  dull,  fo  much  the  worfe 
for  them  that  they  were  Ruffians.  I  wifh  it  were 
proper  for  me  to  impart  the  contents  of  a  letter, 
which  he  has  written  to  me,  to  your  majefty, 
and  in  which  he  has  given  a  detail  of  all  he  ob- 
ferved  in  your  ftates.  Not  that  I  would  anfvver 
the  Ruffians  mould  be  as  well  fatisfied  with  this 
letter;  for  he  certainly  does  not  think  or  fpeak 
of  them  as  he  does  of  your  majefty. 

Your  majefty  will  neither  liften  to  M.  de  Gui- 
bert  nor  to  his  tragedy  this  year;  and  it  appears 
to  me,  from  the  manner  in  which  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  mention  him,  that  you  will  wait  with 
great  refignation  for  both.  I  thought  you  did 
not  feem  diflatisfied  with  this  gentleman,  at 
leaft  perfonally ;  and  I  imagined  your  majefty 
would  think  as  favourably  of  his  piece.  I  per- 
ceive with  a  kind  of  affliction  that,  for  fome 
time  paft,  your  majefty  has  been  but  little  fa- 
vourable 
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vourable  to  the  French  nation.  I  allow  that,  in 
many  refpects,  the  difgrace  is  not  unmerited;  and 
no  perfon  fees  more  clearly  than  I  do  the  atrocities, 
and  abfurdities,  of  every  kind,  which  dimonour 
my  dear  country.  But  God  faid  he  would  par- 
don Sodom,  could  only  ten  juft  men  be  found 
in  it ;  -and  I  do  not  think  France  is  yet  reduced 
to  this  degree  of  indigence,  and  dearth.  Though 
father  Bouhours  may  have  faid  a  foolifh  thing, 
this  may  well  be  pardoned  :  we  take  as  little 
pleafure  as  your  majefty,  in  the  decifions  and 
writings  of  father  Bouhours. 

M.  de  Villoifon  commiflions  me  to  lay  his 
profound  refpect,  and  lively  gratitude,  at  your 
majefty's  feet.  He,  like  me,  impatiently  waits 
the  new  honour  your  majefty  is  pleafed  to  con- 
fer on  him,  in  admitting  him  of  your  academy. 

I  am,  with  every  fentiment  of  refpect,  grati- 
tude, and  admiration,  which  will  end  only  with 
life,  &c. 


• 
. 


D  d  2  LET- 


404  POSTHUMOUS    WORKS, 

LETTER      CXVI. 

From  the  King. 

July  28,  1774* 

I  OU  have  well  divined;  I  have  been 
returned  thefe  three  weeks  from  my  peregrina- 
tions, and  have  enjoyed  the  pleafure  of  the  com- 
pany of  the  dutchefs  of  Brunfwick,  to  whom  I 
have  caufed  the  Due  de  Foix  and  Mithridate  to 
be  read,  by  Aufrene*.  I  was  informed,  before 
my  departure,  of  the  death  of  Louis  XV.  by 
which  I  was  fmcerely  affected.  He  was  a  good 
prince,  and  a  worthy  man ;  his  only  defect  was 
that  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  nation  the 
fovereign  of  which  ought  to"  pofTefs  more  activity 
than  he  had  received  from  nature.  If  fome 
errors  were  committed,  during  his  reign,  they 
rnuft  rather  be  attributed  to  liis  miniflers,  than 
to  himfelf.  At  prefent,  public  malevolence  is 
unbridled,  againft  this  good  prince.  Let  the 
reftleflhefs  of  the  French  beware,  left  it  fhould 
bring  on  them  the  punimment  of  the  frogs  in 
the  fable.  This  however  is  not  what  they  have  to 

*  A  kqueHefaifait  entendrt  le  Due  de  Foix  et  MitJirldatet, 
Reclames  par  Aufrene.  Perhaps,  and  moft  probably,  Aufrene 
played  the  two  characters.  T. 

fear. 
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fear.  Miracles  are  related  of  Louis  XVL  The 
whole  empire  of  the  Gauls  is  chanting  his  praife. 
The  fecret  to  find  approbation  in  France  is  no- 
velty. Weary  of  Louis  XIV.  the  nation  was 
prone  to  infult  his  funeral  obfequies  ;  and 
Louis  XV.  in  like  manner,  has  lived  too  long. 
The  duke  of  Burgundy  acquired  a  good  cha- 
racter, becaufe  he  died  before  he  afcended  the 
throne  ;  as  did  the  late  dauphin,  for  the  fame 
reafon.  To  fatisfy  the  French,  they  ought  to 
have  a  new  king  once  in  two  years.  Novelty 
is  the  goddefs  of  your  nation  ;  and,  be  the  fo- 
vereign  as  good  as  he  will,  the  Gauls  will  en- 
deavour to  difcover  his  defects,  and  abfurdities; 
as  if  a  king  were  not  a  man  ! 

"  What  man  is  without  error  ;  and  what  king 
*<  without  foibles?"  Were  I  M.  de  Sartines,,  I 
{hould  pafte  up  this  fentence  in  all  public  places, 
and  at  the  corner  of  every  ftreet.  The  princes 
who  were  our  predeceffors,  we  ourfelves,  and 
thole  who  (hall  fucceed  us,  are  imperfect  ;  each 
is  a  mixture  of  good  and  ill  qualities.  None 
but  your  Lord's  vicegerent,  feated  on  the  city  of 
the  Seven  Hills,  is  infallible  ;  and-  fo  fuppofed 
to  be  by  thofe  of  robuft  faith.  For  my  parr, 
whofe  faith  is  frail  and  flight  of  make,  like  the 
duke  de  Nivernois,  when  I  contemplate  a  ty- 
rant, a  barbarian,  and  an  inceftuous  hypocrite, 
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like  Alexander  VI.  I  find  it  difficult  to  acknow- 
ledge his  infallibility ;  and  I  rank  your  porters 
of  Paradife  on  a  level  with  other  men,  and  a 
hundred  degrees  below  philofophers. 

Reflections  like  thefe,  drawn  from  a  know- 
ledge of  the  human  heart,  are  productive  of 
indulgence,  and  of  that  fupport  which  men 
mutually  owe  each  other,  and  -which  leads  to- 
ward toleration.  For  thefe  reafons,  your  ene- 
mies, the  Jefuits,  are  tolerated  by  me.  They* 
have  made  no  ufe  of  their  daggers,  in  the  pro- 
vinces where  I  afford  them  protection;  but 
have  confined  themfelves  to  their  colleges,  in 
which  they  have  taught  the  belles  lettres.  And 
is  this  a  reafon  for  perfecution  ?  Shall  I  be  ac- 
cufed  for  not  having  exterminated  a  ibciety  of 
men  of  letters,  becaufe  fome  individuals  of  that 
fociety  have  been  guilty  of  crimes,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  hundred  leagues  from  my  king- 
dom? The  laws  condemn  the  guilty  to  punifh- 
ment;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  they  condemn 
that  atrocious  and  blind  rage  which,  in  its  ven- 
geance, confounds  the  guilty  and  the  innocent. 
Accufe  me  of  too  much  toleration,  and  I  mail 
glory  in  the  defect.  It  were  to  be  wifhed  fove- 
reigns  could  not  be  reproached  with  any  other 
errors. 

So  much  for  the  Jefuits.    As  to  the  comte 

de 
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de  Criilon,  do  not  vex  yourfelf  concerning  what 
I  have  written  of  him ;  I  believe  him  to  be  ex- 
ceedingly virtuous,  and  fuch  as  you  have  de- 
fcribed.  I  am  not  ram  enough  to  judge  of  the 
merit  of  a  foreigner,  of  whom  I  have  no  know- 
ledge. I  did  but  repeat  the  public  opinion, 
and  what  has  been  written  of  him  from  Peterf- 
burg,  Denmark,  and  other  places,  which  he  vi- 
fhed  on  his  journey. 

I  am  far  alfo  from  conceiving  M.  de  Guibert 
to  be  one  of  the  herd  of  men.  He  is  a  fprout- 
ing  hero,  who  perhaps  may  one  day  be  the  fa- 
viour  of  France,  and  make  the  world  refound 
with  his  exploits.  Thefe  are  among  poffibili- 
ties,  and  confequently  may  be.  As  to  his  tra- 
gedy, I  have  not  heard  a  word  of  it ;  though  I 
think  it  moft  excellent,  on  the  faith  of  a  chrif- 
tian.  D'Alembert  has  tafte,  he  has  approved 
the  drama,  and  I  ought  not  to  deviate  from  his 
creed. 

I  know  not  what  to  fay  of  the  invifible  Dide- 
rot. He  refembles  thofe  celeftial  beings  of 
which  we  continually  fpeak,  but  never  fee.  I 
lately  happened  to  open  one  of  his  books,  and 
caft  my  eye  on  thefe  words — "  Young  man, 
"  take,  and  read." — On  which  I  immediately 
fhut  it  again,  well  comprehending  tjiat  it  was 
not  written  for  me,  I  being  more  than  lixty 
D  d  4  years 
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years  of  age.  Letters  from  Petersburg  tell  us 
that  the  emprefs  ordered  him  a  coat  and  a  wig, 
becaufe  he  was  drefled  in  fo  ftrange  a  manner 
that,  till  he  was  thus  adorned,  he  could  not  ap- 
pear at  court. 

Should  this  apology  be  ftill  inefficient,  to 
make  you  believe  me  a  good  Frenchman,  I  mall 
add,  for  my  own  justification,  that  I  greatly  ad- 
mire the  Gauls,  when  they  have  common  fenfe, 
and  underftanding ;  that  I  have  a  very  high 
opinion  of  Turenne,  Conde,  Luxemburg,  Gaf- 
fendi,  Bayle,  Boileau,  Racine,  Boffuet,  and  even 
Demoufieres,  who  are  gone;  and  of  Voltaire, 
and  D'Alembert,  who  are  living.  But,  my  ad- 
miring faculties  being  confined  to  certain  limits, 
it  is  impoflible  1  mould  comprife,  among  thefe 
my  acts  of  veneration,  the  abortions  of  Parnaffus, 
the  philofophers  of  paradoxes  and  fophifms, 
would-be  wits,  generals  continually  vanquimed 
and  never  victorious,  painters  without  colouring, 
minifters  without  probity,  &c.  &c. — Having, 
made  my  confeffion,  condemn  me  if  you  can  ^ 
in  which  cafe  I  will  obtain  absolution  from 
Aretine,  who  far  from  admiring  pafled  his 
whole  life  in  finding  fault. 

I  know  not  whether  Paris  may  be  compared 
to  Sodom,  or  Sodom  to  Paris ;  but  it  is  very 
certain  I  mail  never  have  any  inclination  to 

burn' 
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jburn  either  pfrace.  I  (hall  fay,  with  the  angel 
Ithuriel,  if  all  be  not  well,  all  is  paffable. 

Live  happy  and  contented,  under  the  reign, 
of  the  fixteenth  Louis.  Let  philofophy  contri-? 
bute  to  your  mirth.  This  is  the  greateft  gooti 
you  can  expect  from  it,  and  this  i$  what  I  {in- 
cerely  wifh  you. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


LETTER       CXVIL 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  September  12,  1774, 

I  IMAGINE  your  majefty  is  at  this  mo- 
ment more  than  ever  occupied ;  and  I  fear  be- 
ipg  an  intruder,  by  writing  this  letter.  The 
peace  which  is  lately  concluded,  between  Ruffia 
and  the  moft  fublime  and  moil  contemptible 
Porte,  muft  involve  your  majefty  in  more  than 
one  important  affair.  However  pacific  Philofo- 
phy may  be,  I  know  not  whether  me  have  yet 
•  any  caufe  to  rejoice  at  the  peace,  till  me  be  well 
allured  that  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  will  not 
be  difturbed  by  it ;  for,  if  war  there  muft  be, 
{he  would  be  better  pleafed  to  fee  war  between 
the  Turks  and  Ruffians,  than  between  nations 

more 
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more  worthy  to  profit  by  the  advantages  of 
peace. 

It  is  affirmed  our  young  monarch  is  no  more 
a  friend  to  war  than  his  grandfather  was,  whom 
he  in  that  refembles ;  and  all  France  blefles  this 
propenfity  in  the  king,  neceffary  as  it  is  to  the 
people.  Your  majefly  is  an  example  of  this 
propenfity,  whatever  may  be  faid  by  thofe  who 
are  unacquainted  with  you,  and  who  will  not 
underftanel  that,  the  more  a  monarch  hates  war, 
the  better  prepared  is  he  to  make  war  with  fupe- 
riority.  put  not  fo  the  king  whom  we  have 
loft,  and  concerning  whom  your  majefty  thinks 
with  fo  much  truth  and  juftice.  He  wanted 
fortitude,  which  defed  was  the  caufe  of  the  mif- 
fortunes  of  his  reign  :  had  he  poffeffed  that 
virtue,  he  would  have  been  an  excellent  prince. 

His  fuccetfor,  who  has  only  been  four  months 
on  the  throne,  difcovers  a  decided  intention  to 
do  good,  and  to  have  none  but  honefh  men*  for 
his  minifters.  This  appears  from  every  choice 
lie  has  hitherto  made.  He  has  in  particular 
appointed  one  of  the  mod  enlightened  and  moft 
virtuous  men  in  the  kingdom  his  comptroller 
general  * ;  and,  if  good  fliould  not  be  the  re- 
fult,  we  muft  conclude  good  is  an  impoffibility. 
The  miniilers  he  has  ^ifmiffed  were  held  in 
*  The  truly  great  and  good  M.  Turgot.  T. 

horror, 
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horror,  by  the  nation;  and  their  removal  has 
occafioned  univerfal  joy.  Other  great  knaves, 
though  in  a  fubaltern  ftation,  but  poffefled  of 
important  places,  have  been  expelled  from  office* 
and,  as  fome  ftill  remain,  the  hopes  of  the  pub- 
lic are  that  the  king  will  make  a  clear  houfe.  I 
am  neither  an  enthufiaft  nor  a  parafite,  yet  do  I 
join  all  France  in  good  wifhes,  for  a  prince  who 
begins  in  fo  defirable  a  manner. 

I  mail  fpeak  no  more  of  the  Jefuits.  I  hope 
your  majefty's  conduct  to  them  will  teach  them 
that  toleration  which  they  have  fo  little  practifed. 
But,  averfe  as  I  am  to  wifh  them- any  harm,  as 
citizens  and  as  men,  I  mould  be  exceedingly 
afflicted  to  fee  them,  as  Jefuits,  in  kingdoms 
\rhere  they  might  eafily  be  guilty  of  all  that 
mifchief  which  they  dare  not  attempt,  in  your 
majefly's  dominions. 

Whatever  may  have  been  written  from  Ruf- 
fia,  Denmark, -Lapland,  or  Iceland,  concerning 
the  comte  de  Crillon,  I  take  the  liberty,  fire, 
to  perfift  in  my  former  opinion  of  him ;  and  I 
am  only  forry  that  the  great  Frederic  has  not 
feen  enough  of  him,  to  render  him  that  juftice 
which  perfons  whofe  judgments  are  of  fo  little 
worth  have  refufed. 

Your  majefty  is  acquainted  with  M.  de  Gui- 
bert ;  and,  as  the  Ruffians  and  Icelanders  have 

not 
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not  written  any  thing  to  his  difadvantage,  I  am 
the  more  tranquil,  refpeding  the  opinion  I  gav$ 
of  him,  after  knowing  that  which  your  majefiy 
has  been  pleafed  to  give.  He  was  very  dtfirous 
of  returning  to  gain  inftruction,  in  Pruffia  ;  but 
the  duke  d'Aiguillon,  for  the  beft  or  worft  of 
poffible  reafons,  has  not  thought  proper  to  grant 
permiflion. 

I  fliall  fay  little  concerning  the  Gauls,  for  I . 
allow  that  the  remarks  of  your  majefty  are  but 
too  true.  Yet  do  I  believe  that  our  follies,  and 
frivolity,  are  more  the  confequences  of  govern- 
ment than  of  national  character.  What  per- 
haps will  aftonifh  your  majefty  is  that,  during 
the  fix  weeks  which  the  theatres  were  (hut  up 
in  Paris,  from  the  beginning  of  May  to  the  fif- 
teenth of  June,  no  one  regretted  them,  nor  even 
thought  of  them;  becaufe  the  public  were  oc- 
cupied by  great  hopes,  from  the  new  reign, 
which  the  king  begins  to  realife.  So  true  is  it, 
if  I  am  not  miftajten,  that  the  Gauls  only  want 
great  objecls  on  which  they  may  fix  their  atten- 
tion with  more  gravity  than  they  ufually  feem 
capable  of,  in  order  to  render  them  lefs  frivo- 
lous, and  more  rationale 

I  conclude  with  reproaching  myfelf  for  the 

moments  of  which  I  have  robbed  your  majefty ; 

\yilhing  you  health,  peace,  and  hap.pinefs  ;  fox, 

7  as 
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as  to  glory,  you  have  as  much  as  you  can  defire 
of  every  kind,  and  enough  to  render  a  crowd  of 
kings  famous. 

M.  de  Gate  will  give  your  majefty  an  account 
of  what  I  have  done,  respecting  the  ftatuary, 
who  defires  to  enter  your  fervice ;  and  I  will  not 
weary  your  majefty  with  the  fubject. 

I  am,  with  the  moft  profound  refpect,  &c. 


LETTER      CXVIII. 

From  the  King. 

Oftober,  1774. 

jVlY  occupations  are  not  fo  confiderable 
as  you  fuppofe.  They  are  diminimed,  in  part, 
by  the  conclufion  of  peace  with  the  Turks.  And, 
after  all,  man  is  born  for  labour  ;  indolence  not 
only  renders  him  miferable  but  often  criminal. 
You  have  no  caufe  to  fear  new  troubles  mould 
arife  in  the  north,  or  in  the  weft  of  Europe. 
Thofe  who  envy  us  believe  ail  their  reveries  to 
be  realities,  and  publifh  their  abfurdities ;  but 
it  is  as  necefiary  to  be  on  our  guard  againrr,  po- 
litical as  againft  theological  folly.  If  your  mo- 
narch love  peace  as  much  as  you  fuppofe,  he 
may  afford  proofs,  by  tranquillizing  his  neigh- 
bours, 
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hours,  and  pacifying  the  diflenfions  which  are 
fomenting  in  the  fouth  of  Europe.  He  appears 
to  be  cautious  and  fage  in  his  proceedings  :  and 
to  poflefs  qualities  which  are  only  the  refult  of 
long  experience  at  his  age  is  a  thing  very  un- 
common. 

A  poem  has  appeared  here  entitled  Louis  in 
ihe  Elyjian  Fields,  which  you  may  have  already 
feen  at  Paris,  and  in  which  Louis  is  equitably 
judged  by  Minos.  It  is  a  fport  of  the  imagina- 
tion, and  perhaps  it  is  againft  the  etiquette  to 
fport  on  the  death  of  a  great  monarch ;  but  every 
opportunity  is  caught  at,  by  thofe  who  feek  their 
own  amufement. 

I  mail  fay  no  more  of  the  comte  de  Crillon, 
whom  I  refpecl:  and  honour  as  a  valiant  knight. 
Confefs  however  that  a  man  may  poflefs  good 
qualities  and  yet  be  tinctured  with  dulnefs.  He 
travelled  in  company  with  the  prince  of  Salm, 
who  is  really  amiable.  The  prince  attracted  every 
perfon's  notice,  and  his  converfation  was  fought, 
while  the  other  was  left  to  his  profound  medita- 
tions. It  was  neceflary  to  dig  to  find  the  hid- 
den treafures  of  your  Crillon,  and  it  is  not  every 
body  who  loves  to  dig ;  efpecially  when  it  -is  a 
bird  of  paflage  *.  All  the  harm  that  can  hap- 
pen 

*  Dig  and  bird  ofpaffagt  is  one  of  the  disjointed  metaphors 

which 
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pen  to  me  will  be,  I  (hall  have  only  imperfectly 
known  the  comte  de  Crillon. 

I  have  heard  the  praifes  of  M.  Turgot,  who 
is  faid  to  be  an  honed,  an  affiduous,  and  a  fage 
man.  So  much  the  better  for  your  poor  pea- 
fants,  whofe  burthens,  if  he  have  any  compaf- 
fion,  he  will  lighten.  A  proper  choice  of  mi- 
nifters  is  no  doubt  the  mod  important  duty  of 
the  fovereign  ;  but  the  reign  of  a  monarch  muft 
not  be  eftimated  by  fo  fhort  a  period  as  three 
months.  I  collect  the  ads  of  your  fixteenth 
Louis,  and,  fhould  I  live  two  or  three  years 
longer,  I  may  then  be  able  to  fay  what  I  augur 
of  his  reign.  I  recoiled  the  prophecies  of  Vol- 
taire, concerning  the  king  of  Denmark,  which 
did  not  happen  to  be  very -fortunate.  The  beft 
way  is  to  prophefy  after  your  hero  is  dead. 

I  here  fend  you  the  atteftation  of  the  conduct 
of  a  young  officer,  which  Voltaire  has  afked.  I 
know  not  what  ufe'is  intended  to  be  made  of  it, 
but  it  is  given  by  the  governor  of  Wefel;  and, 
as  it  is  in  German,  I  fend  a  tranilation,  authenti- 
cated according  to  the  original.  Catt  is  afflicted 
with  cholic,  laffitude,  dyfentery,  quinfey,  hx- 
morrhoides,  fpafms  in  the  bladder,  and  I  know 

which  occafionally  occur,  to  perplex  a  tranflator  ;  and  render 
him  unable  to  decide,  whether  he  ought  to  prefer  good  taftc 
or  rigid  veracity,  in  his  verfion. 

6  not 
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hot  how  many  more  difeafes.     He  has  not!  faid 
a  word  to  me  of  the  flatuary,  I  am  therefore 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  fubject.     My  willies  ar€f 
For  your  health,  profperity,  and  prefervationi 
On  which  I  pray,  &c* 


LETTER    cxix< 

From  M.  D'Akmbert. 
SIRE,  Oftobcrsi,  17741 

M.  GRIMM*  who  has  been  returned  a 
few  days,  has  remitted  me  a  dialogue,  on  the 
part  of  your  majefty,  between  two  ladies  who, 
each  in  turn,  made  her  fortune  in  a  very  grand 
and  unexpected  flyle ;  who  both  were  virgins, 
one  as  good  as  the  other ;  as  good  maids  as  the 
maid  of  Orleans  herfelf.  I  was  much  diverted 
by  the  dialogue  ;  and  this  has  incited  a  defire  in 
me  to  read  another  dialogue,  in  verfe,  which 
your  majefty  did  me  the  honour  to  mention,  in 
a  letter  you  wrote  to  me.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
the  grand  fignor  plays  his  part  in  it,  and. the 
grand  queen  (for  fuch  me  had  the  honour  to 
be,  and  who  has  enjoyed  the  dignity  ftill  more; 
grand  of  having  her  name  inferted  in  the  high 
genealogy,  the  authority  of  which  indeed  is" 

•  fomewhat 
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fomewhat  fufpecled)  I  have  no  doubt,  I  fay, 
that  thefe  two  illuftrious  interlocutors  will  fpeak 
entirely  in  character. 

I  Qiould  be  much  better  pleated  to  read  this 
dialogue,  than  to  be  ruminating  as  I  am,  at  this 
moment,  concerning  diffenfions  fomenting  in 
the  fouth  of  Europe,  which  your  majefty  has 
been  pleafed  to  mention.  I  in  my  retreat  am 
ignorant  of  the  quarrels  of  kings.  I  wifh  they 
were  all  as  pacific  as  your  majefty,  and  at  the 
fame  time  as  well  prepared  for  war,  by  which 
preparation  it  may  beft  be  avoided.  God  pre- 
ferve  us  from  this  fcourge !  May  he  at  leaft  give 
M.  Turgot,  our  new  comptroller-general,  time 
to  repair  the  evils  under  which  we  long  have 
groaned.  With  good  reafon  has  he  been  praifed 
to  your  majefty,  for  he  certainly  is  one  of  the 
beft  informed,  mod  laborious,  andjuft  men  in 
the  kingdom;  whofe  probity  is  incorruptible, 
and  whofe  virtue  can  withftand  all  temptation  ; 
of  which  he  has  afforded  more  than  one  proof, 
during  the  two  months  that  he  has  adminiftered 
our  finances.  As  the  king  appears  to  love 
juftice,  truth,  and  worthy  people,  and  to  de- 
teft  priefts,  knaves,  and  hypocrites,  I  hope  he 
will  daily  acquire  more  confidence  in  that  en- 
lightened and  virtuous  man.  This  is  the  wilh 
VOL.  xi,  E  e  of 
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of  all  France  ;  for  the  happinefs  of  the  people, 
and  the  glory  of  the  king. 

It  is  faid  our  monarch  means  to  recal  the  par- 
liament, which  his  predeceffor  had  banifhed. 
That  which  had  been  fubftituted  was  far  from 
being  fufficiently  felect,  to  obtain  the  confidence 
and  public  refpect  which  magiftrates  ought  to 
enjoy.  The  former  parliament  was  open  to 
very  ferious  reproach ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  difgrace  in  which  it  has  been,  for  four  years, 
will  render  it  reafonable  and  fage.  The  fanatics 
groan  to  hear  of  its  return  ;  and  this  is  a  reafori 
why  it  mould  no  longer  be  fuperftitious  and  fa- 
natic, as  it  has  but  too  often  been. 

I  have  written  to  inform  M.  de  Voltaire  that 
your  majefty  has  been  kindly  pleafed  to  fend  a 
certificate,  favourable  to  M.  d'Etallonde,  for 
which  he  feemed  to  wait  with  impatience.  To 
render  juftice  to  the  conduct  of  this  young  man, 
•who  has  been  fo  cruelly  perfecuted,  is  an  ^act 
worthy  of  your  majefty ;  and  I  do  not  defpair 
but  that  fuch  a  certificate  may,  at  length,  procure 
him  happinefs. 

All  our  letters,  from  Rome  and  Italy,  affirm 
that  the  death  of  the  pope  is  a  mafter-piece  of 
jefuitical  pharmacy.  Could  not  your  majefty 
found  a  profeflbrmip  for  thefe  honeft  people,  in 
their  college,  at  Breflau,  to  teach  an  art  in  which 

they 
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they  appear  to  be  fo  well  fkilled  ?  The  election 
of  the  fucceffor  to  Clement  XIV.  will  to  them 
be  an  event  of  the  utmoft  importance ;  but  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  the  catholic  princes,  who 
are  fo  well  aware  of  the  fcientific  art  of  the  fo- 
ciety,  will  combine  to  induce  the  pope  to  be- 
flow  this  treafure  on  princes  who  do  not  go  to 
mafs,  and  who,  in  taking  the  facrament,  need 
not  fear  the  fate  of  the  poor  emperor,  to  whom 
brother  Sebaftian,  of  Montepulciano,  gave  fo 
fatisfaclory  a  repaft. 

I  am  afflicted  to  hear  of  the  ill  ftate  of  health 
of  poor  De  Catt,  who  is  a  faithful  fervant  to 
your  majefty,  and  well  worthy  of  that  intereft 
you  take  in  his  misfortunes.  I  wrote  to  him 
circumftantially,  relative  to  the  ftatuary,  that  I 
might  not  importune  your  majefty.  This  artift 
has  determined  to  go  to  Berlin,  at  his  own  ex- 
pence  and  rifk,  that  he  may  have  the  honour  of 
offering  his  fervices  to  your  majefty,  and  of 
making  thofe  propofals  which  he  is  defirous  to 
obtain,  at  entering  your  fervice.  He  will  be  on 
the  road  when  your  majefty  (hall  receive  this 
letter,  and  will  foon  after  arrive. 

I  am,  with  moft  profound  refpect,  &Q, 


E  e  2  LET- 
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LETTER      CXX. 

From  the  King. 

November  15,  1774. 

I  H  AV  E  been  the  more  forry  for  the  ill- 
nefs  of  De  Catt  becaufe  his  difeafe  is  of  fo  fingu- 
lar  a  kind.  The  hzemorrhoides  would  npt  flow, 
and  reduced  him  to  the  condition  of  Tirefias, 
without  the  interference  of  any  goddefs.  The 
furgeops,  who  contemn  difeafes  as  they  do  god- 
deffes,  pretend  they  can  cure  him  by  the  ap- 
plication of  cantharides,  and  he  again  begins  to 
fee ;  but  his  cure  is  not  yet  complete.  Perhaps 
the  virgin  has  puniflied  him,  for  having  copied 
a  certain  dialogue  ;  in  which  cafe  I  am,  in  part, 
the  caufe  of  his  difafter.  The  nonfenfe  which  I 
occafionally  fend  you  has  no  other  merit  than 
that  of  amufing  the  writer,  and  making  the  rea- 
der laugh.  This  is  the  hobby-  horfe  of  my  old 
age,  on  which  I  fometimes  merrily  mount. 

I  know  not  what  I  may  have  written  to  you, 
concerning  the  troubles  that  threaten  the  South  ; 
but  I  muft  leave  prediction  to  Tirefias.  A  poor 
hermit  as  I  am,  in  a  corner  of  the  North,  I  know 
not  what  will  happen  to-morrow,  much  lefs  at  a 
more  diflant  period. 

Your 
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Your  young  monarch  ads  fagely,  and  T  parti- 
cularly admire  his  defire  to  do  good,  which  is 
all  that  can  at  prefent  be  expected.     He  has  an 
arduous  tafk  to  accomplifli,  nor  can  he  perform 
his  duties  but  by  making  himfelf  well  acquainted 
with  things,  and  ftudying  minutiae,  which  will 
appear  to  him  foreign  and  novel,  confidering 
the  education  he  has  received.     Whether  the 
old  parliament  return,  or  the  new  remain,  I  fhall 
continue  neuter,  and  (hall  not  decide  till  I  have 
firft  feen  the  fum  total  of  good,  or  ill,  which  fhall 
be  the  ref  ult.  We  acataleptics  are  not  hafty  in  our 
judgments.     We  are  convinced  that  our  reafon- 
ings  are  often  deceitful,  and  that  no  fubject  can 
be  fully  difcufled.     As  a  deduction  from  this 
reafoning,  I  requeft  you  not  too  fuddenly  to  give 
faith  to  the  calumnies  which  are  rumoured  againft 
our  good  fathers.     Nothing  can  be  more  falfe 
than  the  current  report  of  the  poifoning  of  the 
pope.       He  was  exceedingly  chagrined  that, 
when  announcing  the  reftitution  of  Avignon  to 
the  cardinals,  he  received  no  congratulations; 
and  that  intelligence  fo  interefting,  to  the  holy 
fee,  mould  be  heard  with  fo  much  coolnefs.     A 
girl  prophefied  that  he  fhould  be  poifoned,  on 
fuch  a  day.     But  do  you  believe  this  girl  was 
infpired  ?    The  pope  did  not  die  in  confequence 
of  this  prophecy,  but  becaufe  the  juices  were  en- 
E  c  3  tirely 
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tirely  exhaufted.  He  was  opened,  and  not 
the  leaft  indication  of  poifon  difcovered.  But 
he  reproached  himfelf  with  his  weaknefs,  in 
having  facrificed  an  order,  like  that  of  the  Je- 
fuits,  to  the  caprices  of  his  rebellious  children. 
During  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  his  temper  was 
morofe  and  hafty;  which,  with  the  debaucheries 
he  was  guilty  of,  contributed  to  fhorten  his 
days.  Thus  are  the  Jefuits  juftified  ;  and  what 
remains  of  them  will  have  no  need  of  an  arfenal 
for  poniards,  nor  of  pharmacy  for  deadly  po- 
tions. 

After  having  offered  an  apology  for  the  inno- 
cence of  thefe  priefts,  I  may  well  be  permitted 
to  add  that  of  the  poor  officer,  which  I  have  ad- 
drefled  to  you.  I  do  not  expect  any  attention 
will  be  paid  to  it,  but  we  muft  neverthelefs  do 
our  duty.  Abominable  fuperftition  is  more 
rooted  in  France  than  in  any  other  country  of 
Europe.  Your  bifhops  and  priefts  do  not 
ufually  forego  their  gripe,  nor  will  they  be 
converted  by  reafon.  That  necefllty  which 
obliges  them  not  to  perfecute  is  the  only  mode 
of  reducing  them  to  toleration.  I  fmcerely  with 
my  letter  might  be  opened,  and  read,  by  your 
archbimop.  He  would  blefs  God  that  Provi- 
dence had  not  thought  proper  to  place  me  on 
the  throne  of  the  Gauls,  and  his  love  for  Louis 
XVI.  would  increafe. 

Our 
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Our  tranquillity  here  is  perfect,  and  I  flatter 
myfelf  this  happy  date  may  continue,  provided 
men  are  prudent.  Peace  is  the  mother  of  arts, 
to  cultivate  which  the  temple  of  Janus  ought  to 
be  (hut.  This  is  the  period  at  which  your  fta- 
tuary  (liould  come  hither.  The  works  which  I 
have  feen  by  him  are  elegant,  and  in  a  good 
tafte.  He  will  immediately  find  employment, 
on  his  arrival ;  and,  provided  his  head  be  as 
fage  as  his  hands  are  intelligent,  we  (hall  agree 
very  well. 

If  you  want  poetry,  here  is  fbme  for  you  5  a 
new-year's  gift,  which  may  amufe  you  for-  a  mo- 
ment, and  no  more.  I  hear  nothing  concern- 
ing your  health,  whence  I  conclude  it  is  good  : 
preferve  it  carefully,  for  it  is  the  only  true 
wealth  we  can  enjoy.  No  man  interefts  himfelf 
more  for  the  prefervation  of  Protagoras  than  the 
philofopher  of  Sans  Souci. 

On  which  I  pray,  &'c, 


- 
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LETTER      CXXI. 

From  tbe  King. 

December  14,  1774. 

THE  ftatuary  is  arrived,  with  a  letter 
which  he  brings  from  you.  We  fhall  make  our 
bargain,  and  he  will  not  want  work.  I  am, 
obliged  to.  you  for  the  choice.  Such  perform- 
ances of  his  as  I  have  feen  are  excellent ;  and, 
from  what  you  fay,  I  will  believe  his  brain  to 
be  better  organized  than  that  of  his  predeceflbr. 
If  obliged  to  choofe,  I  mould  prefer  a  tranquil 
jnind,  with  inferior  abilities,  to  a  more  able 
artift,  with  a  perpetually  reftlefs  fpirit,  which  dif- 
turbsall  with  whom  it  has  any  intercourfe.  Peace 
is  at  my  age  the  thing  moft  defirable.  At  this 
period  of  life  we  feel  a  diilike  for  whatever 
troubles  our  repofe. 

Grimm,  who  is  young,  thinks  otherwife.  I 
imagine  he  is  determined  to  feek  great  adven- 
tures. I  did  not  expect  he  poffefled  my  portrait 
;n  porcelain  ;  I  was  even  ignorant  that  any  fuch 
exifted.  To  be  painted,  we  ought  to  be  either 
Apollo,  Mars,  or  Adonis;  and,  as  I  have  not 
the  honour  to  be  any  one  of  the  three,  I  have 
concealed  my  face  from  the  brufh  as  much  as  I 

could. 
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could.  If  however  you  with  to  have  this  porce- 
lain, I  will  caufe  a  fmall  parcel  to  be  made  up, 
at  Berlin,  and  will  lend  it  you  in  the  beft  con- 
dition  poffible. 

Tirefias  begins  to  recover  his  fight.  His  or- 
gans have  not  been  vitiated.  His  difeafe  was 
occafioned  by  the  ardour  of  his  blood,  which 
was  thrown  with  impetuofity  into  the  head,  by 
the  fuppreffion  of  the  hasmorrhoides.  Such  are 
the  accidents  to  which  unhappy  man  is  fubjecl:. 
Who  Ihall  tell  us  then  that  philofophy  is  unne- 
ceflary,  in  one  of  the  worft  of  worlds  of  this 
fyftem  ?  It  is  exceedingly  necefiary,  but  rather 
in  practice  than  fpeculation.  The  firft  is  a  want, 
the  fecond  a  luxury.  Pardon  me  this  afTertion, 
my  dear  Pythagoras,  remembering  the  efteem  I 
have  for  you. 

On  which  I  pray,  &ct 


LETTER      CXXII, 

From  M.  D'Alembert, 

e  T  t>  -p  Paris,  December  15  ;  the  anniverfary 

of  the  Battle  of  KefTelfdorf. 

1 T  muft  have  been,  nor  have  I  any  diffi- 
culty in  believing  it,  that  all  the  clerks  of  all 
the  poft-offices  of  Germany,  exclufive  of  thofe 

of 
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of  France,  have  had  the  curiofity  to  read  the 
verfes  which  your  majefty  did  me  the  honour 
ro  fend  me ;  for  the  packet  which  contained 
thofe  verfes,  ancj  the  letter  of  the  i5th  of  No- 
vember which  accompanied  them,  did  not  ar- 
rive till  three  weeks  after  their  date.  This  de- 
lay, added  to  the  rheumatifm,  which  for  fome 
days  has  deprived  me  of  the  ufe  of  my  right 
arm,  prevented  me  from  returning  my  mod 
humble  and  fmcere  thanks  to  your  majefty,  for 
the  charming  lines  you  have  been  pleafed  to 
fend.  They  are  full  of  poetry,  imagination-, 
and  poignant,  philofophic  fatire,  on  all  the  dif- 
orders  of  which  we  unfortunate  Gauls  have  been 
the  fpedtators,  and  the  victims.  This  fatire  has 
a  merit  very  uncommon,  in  works  of  fuch  a 
kind.  It  does  not  exaggerate ;  it  neither  pafles 
the  bounds  of  juftice,  nor  of  truth.  I  have  read 
and  mall  read  it,  again  and  again,  with  the 
greateft  pleafure.  To  give  fuch  leflbns  to  your 
equals  is  an  honour  which  appertains,  only  to 
your  majefty. 

I  am  enchanted  at  the  good  opinion  which 
your  majefty  appears  to  have  entertained  for  our 
young  king;  which  he  daily juftifies  by  new 
ads  of  equity  and  benevolence.  I  probably 
never  fhall  approach,  him,  nor  certainly  mail  I 
ever  have  any  favour  to  afk ;  but  I  fhall  offer 

up 
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up  my  prayers  for  his  prefervation.  Nor  can 
I  forbear  to  remark  how  fortunate  it  is  for  hu- 
manity that,  of  all  the  family  of  the  Bourbons, 
the  two  princes  moft  worthy  to  reign,  are  pre- 
cifely  thofe  who  at  prefent  hold  the  fceptre; 
the  kings  of  France  and  Spain.  The  heart  of 
our  king  is  upright,  and  virtuous ;  nor  do  we 
fear  he  mould  be  feduced  by  priefts,  or  knaves; 
we  are  only  in  dread  of  hypocrites,  who  may 
aflume  the  mafk  of  virtue.  But  fortunately 
thefe  hypocrites  fo  foolimly  difcovered  theni- 
felves,  by  their  fcandalous  conduct,  during  the 
illnefs  of  the  late  king,  that  we  are  perfuaded  the 
young  prince  is  well  acquainted  with  them,  and 
will  not  be  entangled  in  their  fnares.  Nothing 
can  equal  the  indignation  of  all  France,  againft 
thofe  tutors  who  have  educated  our  monarch, 
with  negligence  fo  great  that  it  is  with  himfelf 
a  fubject  of  complaint !  It  is  to  be  hoped  he 
never  will  grant  them  his  confidence. 

We  are  in  expectation  of  a  pope,  aiid  we 
hope  he  will  leave  no  Jefuits,  except  in  the 
ftates  of  your  majefty,  fince  you  are  pleafed  to 
fuffer  them  there  to  remain.  I  am  not  aftonifhed 
that  your  majefty  will  not  believe  the  poor  pon- 
tiff has*  been-poifoned,  for  you  certainly  would 
not  keep  fuch  able  apothecaries  a  moment ;  but 
all  our  news  from  Italy  is  fo  pofitive,  and  fo 

circum- 


428  POSTHUMOUS    WORKS. 

circumftantial,  on  the  fubjec*r,,  as  not  to  leave  a 
poffibility  of  doubt.  Your  majefty  does  me  the 
honour  to  aik  if  I  believe  the  girl  infpired.  I 
flatter  myfelf  you  know  me  well  enough  not  to 
fufpcct  1  fliould  give  faith  to  fuch  infpiration ; 
but  I  can  very  voluntarily  believe  that  the 
knaves,  who  caufed  her  to  predict  the  death  of 
the  pope,  had  previously  raken  their  meafures,  or 
were  well  determined  to  take  them,  that  the  pre- 
diction might  be  verified.  Therefore,  with  your 
majefty's  permiffion,  I  (hall  continue  to  exclaim, 
like  Cato,  "  Let  Carthage  be  deftroyed  !"  Yet 
I  (hall  add,  the  poifoners  if  difcovered  excepted, 
it  would  be  barbarous  to  reduce  to  wretchednefs 
and  defpair  the  people  who  inhabited  Carthage ; 
and  that  it  is  a  duty  to  render  men,  who  would 
have  been  ambitious  and  intriguing  Jefuits, 
good  and  worthy  citizens. 

I  hope  the  ftatuary  will  be  arrived  when  your 
majefty  (hall  receive  the  letter  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  write.  I  have  every  reafon  to  believe 
your  majefty  will  be  as  well  fatisfied  with  him, 
perfonally,  as  you  appear  to  be  with  his  talents, 
and  works.  He  is  a  good  honeft  Fleming, 
whofe  greateft  paffion  will  be  to  render  himfelf 
worthy  of  your  majefty 's  favours.  He  mould 
by  this  have  delivered  a  letter  to  your  majefty, 
in  which  I  have  earneftly  requefted  a  favour 
7  which 
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•which  I  entreat  you  not  to  refufe.  This  is  that 
you  would  be  pleafed  to  grant  me  your  portrait 
in  porcelain,  of  your  fine  Berlin  manufacture, 
fimilar  to  the  fmall  portrait,  which  is  exceed- 
ingly beautiful  and  an  excellent  likenefs,  that 
I  have  feen  in  the  poffeffion  of  M.  Grimm. 
This  portrait  will  be  to  me  the  mod  precious 
new-year's  gift  I  ever  during  life  received,  and 
the  deareft  prefent  with  which  your  .majeily 
can  gratify  and  honour  me. 

I  labour  with  all  poffible.zeal  to  obtain  juftice 
for  the  officer,  concerning  whom  'your  majefly 
interefts  yourfelf.  In  conjunction  with  fome 
worthy  friends,  as  zealous  as  myfelf  but  with 
greater  influence,  I  have  already  taken  fleps 
which  I  hope  will  not  be  ineffectual ;  but  time 
and  prudence  are  neceffary  to  bring  the  affair 
to  a  happy  conclufion.  When  this  time  (hall 
come,  I  fhall  plead,  if  I  think  it  neceffary,  the 
intereft  which  your  majefty  is  pleafed  to  take  in 
it ;  and  I  hope  your  name  will  be  of  fome  weight 
in  the  fcale. 

Permit  me,  fire,  with  your  ufual  goodnefs,  to 
prefent  my  beft  wimes  at  the  beginning  of  the 
coming  year  in  your  behalf.  This,  if  I  do  not 
miftake,  is  the  thirty- lixth  of  your  glorious 
reign,  and  which  increafes  the  fentiments  of 
admiration,  gratitude,  and  profound  refpecl, 

with  which  I  am,  $cc. 

LET- 
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LETTER      CXXIII. 

From  the  King. 

January  6,  1775. 

ISHOULDbe  much  flattered,  were  I 
certain  that  my  bad  verfes  had  for  a  moment 
amufed  you.     I  imagine  they  have  been  read 
by  the  clerks  of  the  poft-office,  becaufe  they  are 
in  the  habit  of  opening  letters.     The  prefent 
will  not  be  opened,  for  TafTart,  with  whom  the 
contract  is  figned,  will  deliver  this,  and  another 
of  older  date,  of  which  he  is  the  bearer,  to  you. 
I  congratulate  the  French,  at  having  reafon  to 
be  fatisfied  with  their  king,  and  with  they  may 
always  have  fuch  kings.     The  poft  of  this  mo- 
narch is  a  difficult  one,  for  he  has  to  counteract 
thoufands  of  men,  whofe  purpofe  it  is  to  dupe 
and  pervert.     Should  he  efcape  fome,  it  will  be 
ftrange  mould  he  not  be  intrapped  by  others. . 
But,  when  the  intentions  of  the  fovereign  are 
juft  and  the  heart   good,   greater   indulgence 
(hould  be  granted  kings  than  other  men,  who, 
being  lefs  expofed  to  fnares,  may  with  more  eafe 
avoid  them. 

You  infift  upon  it  that  the  pope  has  been  poi- 
foned,  but  I  am  certain  that  all  the  letters  which 
are  written  to  Pruflia  proteft  againft  poifon,  and 

do 
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do  not  fuppofe  there  is  any  thing  extraordinary 
in  the  death  of  Ganganelli.  Perhaps  indeed 
thefe  Italians  keep  falfe  weights  and  fcales,  and 
write  what  will  be  mod  agreeable  to  France  and 
what  may  beft  fuit  Pruffia.  I  do  not  understand 
any  thing  of  the  affair,  except  that  I  am  certain 
my  good  Silefian  and  Pruflian  fathers  have  not 
fteeped  their  hands  in.,fuch  horror.  I  give  up 
Carthage  to  your  mercy ;  I  mean  that  which 
Calvin  called  Babylon ;  the  hierarchy,  and  all 
its  combined  fuperftitions.  To  deliver  the  world 
from  this  would  be  doing  good  to  mankind ; 
but  neither  you  nor  I  mail  fee  that  happy  day, 
for  the  coming  of  which  ages  are  neceflary. 
.And  perhaps  old  fuperftition  (hall  but  be  ba- 
mmed by  new ;  for  I  am  perfuaded  that  a  pro- 
peniity  to  fuperftition  is  born  with  man. 

You  (hall  have  the  portrait,  which  certainly 
is  not  worth  the  carriage,  and  in  the  workman- 
Ihip  of  which  confifts  its  whole  value. 

.1  fear  with  reafon  left  philofophy,  while  pro- 
tecting innocence,  mould  be  wrecked  againft 
your  prefidents  a  mortier  who  are  walled  in 
with  formalities,  and  too  obftinately  attached  to 
ancient  prejudices  flexibly  to  relax  their  feve- 
rky.  It  feems  that  poor  d'Etallonde  muft  re- 
main difmherited,  for  not  having  had  the  wit 
to  make  a  bow  to  a  dirty  bit  of  dough,  which 

was 
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was  carried  in  proceflion  by  a  prieft,  in  the 
ftreets  of  Amiens.  Dreadful  is  it  indeed  when 
the  life  of  man  depends  on  fuch  abfurdides ! 

I  not  only  wim  you  a  good  new  year,  my 
dear  Anaxagoras,  but  in  addition  every  pro- 
fperity  you  could  wifh  yourfelf ;  and  efpecially 
health,  without  which  all  the  reft  are  non-end* 
ties. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


LETTER     CXXIV. 

From  M.  D'Ahmbert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  February  7,  177^ 

I  PROSTRATE  myfelf  at  your  majefty's 
feet.  I  want  expreffions  to  teftify  my  ardent 
and  tender  gratitude.  M.  Taflart  has  brought 
me  the  fuperb  porcelain  which  your  majefty  has 
done  me  the  honour  to  fend.  I  was  before  but 
too  happy  and  too  much  honoured  by  the  ink- 
fland  which,  fifteen  years  ago,  you  were  pleafed 
to  beftow,  that  very  day  on  which  you  were  co- 
vered with  glory  on  the  plains  of  Lignitz.  But 
it  is  no  doubt  your  majefty's  pleafure,  and  in 
which  you  have  committed  noviolence  on  me, 
that  I  mould  not  only  think  of  you,  while  writ- 
ing* 
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ing,  but  that,  every  morning,  while  taking  my 
frugal  repaft,  it  mould  be  accompanied  by 
rendering  thanks,  after  having  written  on  the 
charming  box  that  inclofes  the  porcelain  the  two 
words  fo  dear  to  my  heart — Dedit  Fredericus. 

But,  if  I  am  unable  to  exprefs  my  feelings 
for  fo  fine  a  prefent,  how  mail  I  paint  my  grati- 
tude for  the  portrait,  which  your  rriajefty  has 
had  the  goodnefs  to  add  ?  I  (hall  bear  it  incef- 
fantly  about  me,  and  at  night  mall  place  it  be- 
fide  my  pillow,  where  the  devout  place  their 
•crucifix  and  their  holy  water.  I  moft  carefully 
preferve  the  portrait  your  majefty  was  pleafed 
to  give  me  almoft  twelve  years  ago,  and  which 
reprefents  you  at  the  head  of  your  armies.  This 
which  I  have  juft  received  mows  you  in  your 
cabinet,  as  the  mod  amiable  of  philofophers, 
with  the  moft  auguft  and  noble  countenance. 
The  firft  I  (hall  ever  admire ;  the  fecond  I  mail 
adore  !  All  my  friends,  whom  I  have  informed 
how  great  the  refemblance  of  this  new  portrait 
is,  have  already  paid  it  their  moft  tender  ho- 
mage, and  have  requefted  copies,  that  they  may 
participate  my  pleafure,  and  my  happinefs. 

M.  de  Voltaire  has  fent  me  the  tragedy  of 
Don  Pedro,  in  which  are  paiTages,  and  even 
fcenes,  worthy  of  himfelf.  To  this  he  has  added 
an  eulogium  on  reafon,  which  in  my  opinion  is 

VOL.  xi.  F  f  one 
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one  of  the  rrioft  charming  things  he  has  written. 
1  imagine  he  has  fent  it  to  your  majefty.  What 
a  man  !  And  at  the  age  of  eighty  !  But  he  is 
moft  occupied  by  the  atrocious  yet  ridiculous 
affair  of  the  young  man  for  whom  your  majefty 
interefts  yourfelf,  and  who  appears  highly  wor- 
thy of  your  protection,  from  what  M.  de  Vol- 
taire has  written  to  me  of  his  character  and  in- 
duftry.  A  great  number  of  worthy  people  arc 
now  bufied  concerning  this  abominable  affair, 
which  renders  our  Gallic  judges  alike  odious 
and  contemptible.  Your  majefty  may  depend 
on  my  zeal  and  efforts,  to  wafli  away  the  affront 
•with  which  we  have  been  difgraced,  by  that 
infamous  fentence. 

Our  young  king  continues  to  make  himfelf 
beloved,  to  act  well,  and  in  fine  to  afford  us  the 
moft  happy  of  profpects.  His  worthy  acts  are 
continually  cited,  as  are  his  remarks,  full  of 
good  fenfe  and  reafon.  He  has  chofen  virtuous 
men  for  his  minifters,  and  one  efpecially,  our 
comptroller  general,  who  will  re-eftablilh  our 
finances,  if  avarice,  envy,  and  calumny,  will 
fuffer  him  to  act. 

I  am  exceedingly  afflicted  for  the  fituatioh  of 
poor  M.  de  Catt,  whofe  fervices,  from  the  ten- 
der veneration  which  I  know  he  entertains  for 
your  majefty,  tnuft  be  greatly  miffed. 

"M.  Taffart 
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M.  TafTart  is  delighted  to  enter  your  majefty's 
fervice,  and  wifhes  already  to  be  at  Berlin,  where 
he  would  have  remained  had  not  indifpen- 
fable  bufinefs  called  him  back  to  France.  He 
is  determined  to  repair  to  your  majefty's  feet, 
according  to  his  promife,  toward  the  end  of 
July  at  the  lateft.  I  believe  1  may  allure  your 
majefty  you  will  be  well  fatisfied  with  his  capa- 
city, his  works,  and  his  character ;  and  that  you 
will  find  him  more  prudent,  and  more  worthy, 
than  moft  of  the  French  artifts,  with  whom  you 
have  had  fo  little  reafon  to  be  pleafed.  To 
complete  his  happinefs,  he  has  a  favour  to  de- 
mand of  your  majefty;  which  is  that,  befide 
the  work-mop  which  has  been  provided  for  him, 
you  would  be  pleafed  to  grant  him  a  houfe  or 
apartments  for  himfelf  and  his  family.  I  have 
led  him  to  hope  your  majefty  will  not  refufe 
him  this  favour,  not  doubting  but  you  have 
fome  fuch  apartments  at  your  own  difpofal,  in 
your  capital.  This  will  complete  the  benefac- 
tions conferred  by  your  majefty,  and  increafe 
the  gratitude  of  M.  Taflart;  to  which  mine 
may  be  added,  from  the  intereft  I  take  in  his 
welfare,  and  the  certitude  in  which  I  am  that 
your  majefty  will  never  repent  having  rendered 
the  fituation  of  this  artift  agreeable,  and  fortu- 
nate. 

Ffz  lam, 
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I  am,  with  the  moft  tender  gratitude,  and  the 
moft  profound  refpedt,  &c. 


LETTER      CXXV. 

From  tbc  King. 

February  2 2,' 1 7 75-, 

I  AM  glad  you  are  pleafed  with  the  trifles 
I  have  fent  you  j  they  will  at  leaft  remind  you 
of  me  when  you  take  your  coffee ;  and  it  will 
always  be  a  great  pleafure  to  me  that  my  name 
may  for  a  moment  engage  the  attention  of 
Anaxagoras,  whofe  mind  is  occupied  with  the 
profound  meditations  of  philofophy.  I  mail 
order  it  to  be  noticed,  in  my  funeral  oration, 
that  the  remembrance  of  me  robbed  infinitefi- 
mals  of  a  minute;  and  this  will  be  the  moft 
flattering  thing  that  can  be  faid  of  me. 

I  have  been  in  company  with  comte  Czer- 
nicheff,  with  whom  I  have  converfed  much  of 
you,  and  of  Louis  XVI ;  but  more  however  of 
the  philofopher  than  of  the  monarch ;  becaufe 
the  one  has  eftablifhed  his  reputation,  and  the 
other  has  his  reputation  to  make. 

The  king  is  faid  to  be  angry  with  his  par- 
liament, and  fo  am  I  j  for  I  by  no  means  love 

afts 
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a&s  of  atrocity  added  to  injuftice ;  and,  I  not 
only  think  thefe  long-robed  gentlemen  ought 
to  repair  the  wrong  they  have  done  d'Etallonde, 
but,  I  (hould  condemn  them  to  raife  the  unfor- 
tunate La  Barr'e  from  the  dead.  All  the  letters 
I  receive  from  Paris  affirm  Voltaire  is  foon  to 
vifit  the  metropolis,  that  the  queen  wimes  to  fee 
him,  and  that  the  nation  is  to  reward  him  for 
the  honour  which,  by  his  writings,  it  has  ac- 
quired. I  have  not  feen  the  new  works  by  him, 
which  you  mention  ;  they  are  worthy  to  be  fent 
into  modern  Greece,  to  that  Athens  called  Paris, 
but  neither  to  the  Vandals  nor  the  Oftrogoths. 
"  I  (hall  receive  them  however  from  Holland. 
We  have  nothing  here  except  an  admirable 
tranflation  of  Taflb,  with  a  very  fingular  pre- 
face. Voltaire  fupports  his  exiftence  in  a  mar-p 
vellous  manner ;  and,  though  his  body  denotes 
age,  his  mind  has  all  the  freftmefs  and  the  graces 
of  youth.  But  every  man  is  not  allowed,  like 
him,  to  poffefs  an -immortal  foul. 

We  have  the  duke  de  Lauzun  here,  and 
Montmorency-  Laval,  the  moil  ancient  baron  in, 
Europe.  Thefe  are  flambeaux,  that  come  to 
flied  light  amid  our  Teutonic  darknefs.  They 
will  pafs  rapidly  away,  like  comets,  to  return  to 
thofe  happy  fpheres  in  which  they  are  fixed  by 
F  f  3  fate, 
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fate,  and  again  plunge  us  into  our  native  ob- 
fcurity. 

You  Parifians  will  once  more  put  on  your 
doublets*,  will  have  your  holy  vials,  your  con- 
fecrations,  your  coronation  cavalcades,  your  fef- 
tivals  and  admirable  (hews,  your  hair  frized 
two  and  twenty  inches  high ;  and  we  (ball  only 
have  the  flatuary  Taflart,  for  whom  we  cannot 
find  fo  much  as  a  lodging  ;  for  I  have  long  fince 
given  every  inhabitable  place  to  one  or  another. 
We  mail  find  expedients  however.  We  muft 
build ;  but  ground  to  build  on  will  be  the  dif- 
ficulty. This  is  my  affair,  and  I  will  do  my 
beft.  In  the  mean  time,  take  care  of  your  health, 
and  have  a  noble  emulation  to  wreflle  with  Vol- 
taire ;  when  you  have  paffed  your  eightieth  year, 
prefent  the  world  with  a  folution  of  fome  fine 
mathematical  problem.  Such  are  the  wimes  of 
the  hermit  of  Sans  Souci,  for  his  dear  Anaxa- 
goras. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 

.'•".",  •'•••>  •        '.  V';'  - 

*  Alluding  to  the  ancient  drefies,  ftill  preferred  in  the 
public  ceremony  of  the  coronation.        T. 
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LETTER      CXXVI, 

From  the  King 


March  16,  1775. 

IT  Teeming  that  the  porcelain  of  Berlin 
was  to  your  tafte,  I  have  fent  you  a  china  buft 
of  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  men  in  Europe, 
the  merit  and  value  of  which  confift  in  its  re- 
femblance.  By  this  effay  you  will  perceive  that 
even  our  artifts  honour  the  talents  of  great  men, 
each  in  their  kind  ;  and  that,  heavy  as  our  good 
Germans  are,  they  are  yet  fufficiently  enlighten- 
ed to  render  homage,  where  homage  is  due* 

Whole  tribes  of  Ruffians  have  pafled  through 
Berlin,  who  pretend  they  are  on  their  travels, 
to  form  both  heart  'and  mind.  The  duke  de 
Lauzun,  who  made  a  coniiderable  flay  here,  is 
gone  to  drive  away  'dulnefs,  and  make  love 
at  Warfaw.  I  fear,  unlefs  Paris,  making  a  gene- 
rous effort,  mould  fend  fome  one  to  polifh  us, 
we  mall  ;nceffantly  grow  rufty.  The  frozen 
fliores  of  the  Baltic  render  the  mind  as  frigid  as 
the  body;  and  we  mould  be  fo  many  icicles, 
were  not  fome  Gallic  Prometheus  occasionally 
to  bring  fire  from  Heaven,  to  reanimate  us,k  I 
know  one  \yho  might  do  us  this  ferviee,  vet  will 
Ff4  do 
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do  no  fuch  thing ;  for  it  is  faid  he  is  the  perpe- 
tual fecretary  to  an  academy,  and  has  lately 
been  appointed  intendant  of  the  lakes  and  rivers. 
Should  you  meet  fuch  a  perfon,  give  my  com- 
pliments to  him,  and  aflure  him  that  no  man  is 
more  interefted  in  his  welfare  than  the  ancho- 
rite of  Sans  Souci.  Vale. 
On  which  I  pray,  &c. 


LETTER      CXXVII. 

From  M.  D'Alembert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  April  12,  1775, 

I  DID  not  till  this  day,  April  12,  receive 
the  letter  your  majefty  did  me  the  honour  to 
write,  dated  March  i6th,  in  which  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  inform  me  of  the  porcelain  buft, 
which  you  have  had  the  goodnefs  to  fend,  after 
having  preyioufly  beftowed  the  richeft  prefents 
of  the  fame  kind ;  and  efpecially  after  having 
beftowed  your  own  portrait,  which  left  me  no- 
thing to  with,  and  which  I  have  had  fet  in  a 
manner  almoft  unbecoming  a  philofopher,  that 
I  might  always  wear  it  without  fear  that  it  mould 
be  injured. 

Your  majefty  has  done  me  the  honour  to  in- 
form 
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form  me  that  the  buft  you  have  teen  pleafed  -to 
give  me  is  of  one  of  the  mofl  celebrated  men  in  Eu- 
rope. I  ardently  wi(h  it  were  the  buft  of  your 
majefty  ;  but  you  would  not  fpeak  thus  of  your- 
felf ;  nor  does  Europe  wi(h  you  fo  to  fpeak ; 
for  the  qualifying  praife  of  one  of  the  mod  cele- 
brated when  applied  to  the  greateft  and  moil 
illuftrious  prince  of  the  age,  whom  the  few 
famous  men  now  exifting  regard  as  their  exam- 
ple and  their  chief,  would  "be  very  modeft.  If 
it  be  the  buft  of  Voltaire,  ~as  I  fnppofe  it  to  be, 
I  (hall  write  beneath  it — The  portrait  of  a  great 
man,  given  by  a  man  more  great.  In  fine,  I  wait 
with  much  impatience  for  this  new  proof  of  your 
majefty's  bounty ;  nor  (hall  I  fail,  when  I  receive 
it,  again  to  teftify  my  ardent  and  refpeclful  grati- 
tude, the  expreffion  of  which  I  was  unwilling  to 
delay.  Let  me  entreat  your  majefty  to  accept 
this  gratitude  with  your  ufual  goodnefs,  and 
efpecially  to  believe  that  words  are  very  incapa- 
ble of  conveying  the  fentiments  of  my  heart. 

The  comte  de  Czernicheff,  whom  your  ma- 
jefty did  me  the  honour  to  mention  in  your  laft 
letter,  and  with  whom  I  have  often  converted 
of  the  glory,  the  fupreme  talents,  and  the  virtues 
of  your  majefty,  and  particularly  of  my  own  ad- 
miration and  devotednefs,  will  no  doubt  have 
done  thefe  feelings  juftice,  fmce  he  has  been 
7  kind 
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kind  enough  to  fpeak  of  me  to  your  majefty, 
for  whom  he,  like  all  Europe,  appeared  to  en- 
tertain the  higheft  veneration. 

I  do  not  think  we  mall  fee  Voltaire  at  Paris, 
I  doubt  whether  his  health  will  permit  him  to 
undertake  the  journey ;  and  Hill  more  whether 
the  court  be  in  any  hafte  to  enjoy  his  company. 
He  will  find  us  what  he  five  and  twenty  years 
ago  left  us,  doing  and  uttering  much  folly ;  one 
of  the  mod  ferious  acts  of  which,  becaufe  its 
confequences  have  been  execrable,  is  the  af- 
fair of  the  unfortunate  d'Etallonde,  concerning 
which  many  worthy  people  continue  bufied. 
But  we  have  to  contend  with  a  body  of  men, 
which  (as  a  body)  is  ftill  very  abfurd  and  bar- 
barous. Juftice  and  reafon  muft  wreflle  with 
fuperftition,  atrocity,  and  pride  united  ;  and  the 
conteft  is  unequal. 

The  fieur  Tafiart,  whom  I  occafionally  fee, 
never  fails  to  teflify  how  enraptured  he  is  to 
enter  the  fervice  of  the  great  man,  who  is  the. 
moft  enlightened  judge  of  talents.  He  is  fo 
eager  to  perform  his  duty  that  he  will  greatly 
haften  his  departure.  He  thinks  to  fet  off  in  a 
month,  and  to  arrive  at  the  beginning  of  June; 
that  is  to  fay,  about  fix  weeks  fooner  than  he 
imagined  he  mould  arrive.  I  once  more  take 
t;he  liberty  to  recommend  the  affair  of  lodging 

him 
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him  to  your  majefty,  which  will  complete  his 
happinefs,  and  if  poffible  increafe  his  ardour 
and  zeal,  for  the  fervice  of  your  majefty. 

I  am  little  interefted,  fire,  in  behalf  of  my 
countrymen  who  travel  to  mine,  and  who  gene- 
rally render  the  nation  ridiculous.  It  is  fufE- 
ciently  fo  at  home,  and  need  not  export  its  folly 
and  frivolity. 

I  am  much  affected  by  the  intereft  which  your 
'majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  betoken  for  M.  de 
Catt,  who  appears  to  be  moft  grateful  for  your 
bounty.  This  is  the  fubject  of  all  his  letters, 
and  I  venture  to  fay  he  deferves  your  kindnefs, 
by  being  wholly  devoted  to  your  majefty,  and 
by  his  inviolable  fidelity.  Such  are  the  fenti- 
ments  which  every  virtuous  man*  who  ap- 
proaches your  majefty,  ought  to  feel.  Thofe 
who  are  not  virtuous  may  think  otherwife,  but 
their  complaints  will  be  your  praife.  Yet  am 
I  bold  enough  to  claim  your  kindnefs,  in  behalf 
of  an  unfortunate  man,  who  affirms  detraction 
has  injured  him  with  your  majefty.  I  fpeak  of 
the  fieur  E  *  *  *,  who  conjures  your  majefty  to 
liften  to  the  proofs  which  he  is  defirous  to  pre- 
fent  of  his  innocence.  I  occafionally  faw  him, 
during  his  ftay  at  Paris.  His  conduct  appeared 
to  me  prudent  and  good ;  nor  have  I  heard  any 
thing  of  him  which  could  infpire  unfavourable 

ideas, 
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ideas.  All  he  requefts  of  your  majefty  is  the 
permifllon  of  felf-j unification.  A  thoufand  times 
do  I  alk  pardon  for  the  freedom  I  have  taken, 
to  prefent  the  requeft  of  the  unfortunate ;  of 
whom  I  had  not  dared  to  fpeak,  had  I  thought 
him  culpable. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER     CXXVIII. 
From  the  King, 

May  8,  1775. 

YOU  have  well  divined  :  the  buft  which 
I  have  fent  is  that  of  Voltaire.  Its  merit  con- 
lifts  in  its  refemblance;  it  is  Voltaire  himfelf, 
and  wants  nothing  but  fpeech.  You  will  anfwer 
that  is  the  greatefl  want  it  could  have :  but 
fculpture  and  porcelain  have  not  this  gift.  And, 
that  perfection  may  be  obtained,  you  muft  look 
on  the  buft,  and  read  the  Henriade.  Were  you 
here,  our  artifts  would  not  be  idle ;  and  I  am 
certain  your  buft  would  foon  ftand  by  the  fide  of 
that  of  Voltaire.  But  we  have  dukes,  and  the 
moft  ancient  barons  of  France,  for  vifitors ;  while 
thofe  whom  we  fliould  highly  prefer  will  not 

condefcend 
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condefcend  to  bear  their  torch  hither,  that  our 
horizon  may  be  enlightened. 

I  fufpect  you  underftand  the  eulogiums  I  have 
written  on  thefe  lords,  who  have  not  difdained 
to  vifit  our  ruftic  abodes,  to  be  ironical.  They 
are  modern  Columbuies,  who  have  traverfed 
Hercynian  forefts,  to  examine  the  favages  who 
inhabit  the  mores  of  the  Baltic.  They  were 
aftoniflied  to  fee  us  walk  on  our  two  hind  feet ; 
but  we  have  candidly  confelTed  we  are  indebted 
for  this  to  the  zeal  of  Louis  XIV,  who  fent  us  a 
colony  of  Huguenots,  from  whom  we  have  de- 
rived as  many  benefits  as  have  been  beftowed 
by  the  fons  of  Ignatius  on  the  Iroquois.  Still 
however  are  we  in  a  rude  ftate  ;  we  are  ignorant 
of  a  multitude  of  new  fangled  phrafes,  with  which 
the  fertile  and  elegant  fancies  of  your  men  of 
famion  have  enriched  the  French  tongue.  We 
wifli  to  learn  the  language  of  the  toilette,  and  to 
be  able  to  harangue  on  trinkets,  and  plumes  of 
feathers ;  to  keep  up  an  interefling  converfa- 
tion  on  the  beft  manner  of  placing  patches,  and 
laying  on  rouge,  and  a  hundred  things  of  the 
like  gravity,  to  which  our  ftupidity  cannot 
bend.  We  are  fo  humbled,  when  we  hear  them 
declaim  on  court- days,  and  levees,  private  au- 
diences, and  the  honour  of  bidding  his  majefly 
good  morning,  that  we  fink  into  abfolute  non-, 

entity 
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entity  in  the  prefence  of  thefe  men  of  the  firfl 
fafhion,  who  give  us  defcriptions  fo  awful.  We 
cannot,  like  the  Grecian  philofopher,  thank  the 
gods  for  having  created  us  man,  rather  than 
beaft ;  for  having  been  born  in  Athens,  rather 
than  in  Boeotia ;  and  in  an  enlightened  rather 
than  in  an  ignorant  age.  We  are  not  fo  much 
even  as  Boeotians ;  nay,  we  are  worfe  than  guide- 
pods,  fet  up  in  a  crofsway,  in  the  north  of  Ger- 
many, on  the  banks  of  the  Baltic.  Ovid,  ba- 
nimed  into  Pontus,  never  flbivered  fo  much  in 
thofe  abodes,  where  the  Danube  with  its  feven 
mouths  falls  into  the  Euxine,  as  we  do  annually 
here.  Imagine  then  what  mult  be  the  impref- 
fion,  on  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  fo  ill  treated 
by  Nature,  at  the  arrival  of  modern  Athenians, 
fparkling  with  grace,  wit,  and  gentility.  Let  this 
at  leaft  be  my  apology ;  and  no  longer  let  the 
citizen  of  a  nation  celebrated  among  the  an- 
cient Romans  themfelves,  for  its  candour  and 
good  faith,  be  fufpedled  of  malignity. 

Your  recommendation  will  certainly  not  be 
ufelefs  to  the  fieur  Taflart.  I  have  no  houfe 
at  my  own  difpofal,  and  have  no  other  refource 
than  that  of  building  a  new  one.  Taflart  too  will 
defcribe  the  coronation  at  Rheims ;  the  hoftages 
for  the  holy  phial ;  the  proceflion  and  the  trium- 
phal cars,  -worth  fix  hundred  thoufand  livres ;  at 

which 
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\vhichwefhallbe  in  ecftafies,  admiring  miracles 
fuch  as  we  could  not  even  fo  much  as  imagine. 
This  holy  phial,  which  a  dove  brought  from  hea- 
ven to  anoint  a  king  of  France,  and  which  is  ne- 
ver empty,  will  occafion  our  good  people,  hearing 
of  it,  to  exclaim — "  Alas !  when  our  Proven9al 
*f  oil  is  all  gone,  we  are  obliged  to  buy  more!" 
But  there  is  only  one  moft  chriftian  king  in  the 
tvorld,  and  we  are  far  from  being  this  king. 

You  Parifians,  who  live  in  one  continued  round 
of  opulence  and  grandeur,  treat  thofe  things  as 
.  common,  which  to  us  feem  extraordinary  ;  nor 
can  yoii  conceive  the  impreflion  which,  at  this 
diftance,  they  make  on  the  fmiplicity  of  our  man- 
ners. But  here  I  flop,  left  I  fhould  give  offence 
to  Infidels.  Sufpect  me  of  all  you  pleafe,  yet  at 
leaft  do  juftice  to  the  intereft  which  I  perfonally 
take  in  you,  the  admiration  in  which  I  hold  your 
talents,  and  the  prayers  J  put  up  for  your  wel- 
fare. 

On  which,  &c. 


LET- 


44-8  POSTHUMOUS     WORKSi' 

i 

LETTER     CXXIX, 

From  M.  WAlembert. 
SIRE,  Paris,  May  17,  1775 

1  HAVE  received  the  hew  prefent  with 
which  your  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  honour 
me,  and  do  not  lofe  a  moment  to  teftify  my 
lively  gratitude.     The  buft  of  M.  de  Voltaire 
is  of  greater  worth,  by  being  received  from  your 
auguft  and  cherifhed  hand,  than  even  by  being 
that  of  an  old  and  illuftrious  friend,  whofe  image 
it  fo  well  recals  to  mind.     The  refemblance  is 
perfect,  and  the  workmanmip  is  equal  to  the 
higheft  expectation.     The  infcription,   Immor- 
talis,  from  its  truth,  fimplicity,  and  dignity*  is 
worthy  of  the  great  man  to  whom  it  is  confe- 
crated;  and  of  the  flill  greater  man  by  whom 
it  has  been  imagined.     Three  words  only  are 
wanting  which,  with  your  majefty 's  permiflion, 
I  (hall  take  the  liberty  to  add  ;  fignifying  that 
this  immortal  man  has  been  given  me,  by  an- 
other immortal  man.     Immortalis — ab  immortali 
datus. 

May  this  immortal  man,  to  his  other  fo  well 
merited  titles  to  renown,  add  that  of  being  the 
pacificator  of  the  North,  and  of  Europe!  May 
he,  by  his  afcendancy  and  influence,  drive  far 

.    *•      off 
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off  that  war  with  which  the  bulls  threaten  us 
frogs !  The  poor  Gauls  in  particular,  fire,  Gauls 
though  they  be,  have  no  need  of  new  misfor- 
tunes. Your  majefty  is  no  doubt  informed  of 
the  troubles,  excited  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  by  the  dearnefs  of  bread ;  which  has 
only  been  made  a  pretext,  for  bread  was  much 
dearer  under  the  preceding  miniftry,  yet  no  per- 
fon  complained.  But  the  knaves  who,  pro- 
tected by  this  miniftry,  traded  in  corn,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  people,  cannot  endure  a  minifter 
who  will  not  allow  them  to  cheat;  and  they  have 
been  prodigal  of  gold,  of  perfidious  manoeuvres, 
and  infamy  of  every  kind,  to  overthrow,  if  they 
can,  the  moft  worthy  and  moft  virtuous  man 
who  ever  was  at  the  head  of  the  finances.  For- 
tunately our  young  king,  who  loves  virtue^ 
and  on  whom  knaves  cannot  impofe,  knows  the 
fource  of  thefe  troubles,  and  has  reftored  order 
with  a  degree  of  calm  fortitude  which  cannot  be 
mentioned,  by  good  citizens,  but  in  terms  of 
gratitude,  and  affection. 

What  may  appear  ftrange,  yet  will  not  fo  ap- 
pear to  your  majefty,  who  is  well  acquainted 
with  mankind,  and  efpecially  with  priefts,  is 
that  not  one  of  the  bifhops,  who  are  continually 
feen  at  Verfailles,  and  whofe  diocefes  have  fuf- 
fered  by  thefe  troubles,  have  addrefled  the  peo- 

VOL.  xi.  G  g  pie 
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pie  that  they  might  be  appeafed.  The  arch- 
bifhop  of  Paris  gave  an  example  of  this  edifying 
filence;  though  his  paftoral  letters  are  iffued  on 
the  moft  trifling  occafions.  Would  your  majefty 
believe  it!  The  king  himfelf  has  been  obliged 
to  do  the  duty  of  this  gentleman,  and  to  fend 
inftructions  to  the  parifli  priefts,  to  inform  them 
how  they  were  to  a6t ;  fuch  inftruclions  as  Ihoulct 
have  been  fent  by  the  bifliops.  True  it  is^  thefe 
inftructions  are  a  mafter-piece  of  wifdom  and 
goodnefs;  which,  it  is  very  certain,  neither  the 
archbimop  of  Paris,  the  grand -almoner,  the  firft 
almoner,  nor  all  the  almoners  at  court  were  ca- 
pable of  writing.  All  thefe  grand  and  firft  zea- 
lots, who  fo  loudly  declaim  at  court  againft  phi- 
lofophers,  becaufe  philofophers  know  and  have 
pronounced  fentence  on  them,  had  before,  by 
their  folly  and  impudence,  unmafked  themfelves, 
during  the  illneis  of  the  late  king,  whom  they 
would  have  fuffered  to  expire  without  the  facra- 
ments!  This  adventure  completely  difplayed 
the  men.  It  is  for  the  promotion  of  reafon  and 
virtue  that  they  fliould  perfecute. 

This  prolixity  can  but  little  intereft  your  ma- 
jefty. I  am  better  pleafed  to  fpeak  of  the  fieur 
Taflart,  who  is  eager  to  repair  to  his  duty,  and 
who  has  haftened  his  departure  nearly  a  month, 
that  he  may  enter  the  fervice  of  your  majefty, 

to 
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to  whom  to  dedicate  his  life  and  labours  appears 
to  be  his  higheft  happinefs.  I  am  convinced 
your  majefty  will  be  better  fatisfied  with  the  in- 
duftry,  the  worth,  and  prudence,  of  this  good 
Fleming,  than  with  our  turbulent  French  artifts. 
He  recommends  himfelf  to  your  majefty's  bounty 
relative  to  the  houfe,  hopes  of  which  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  give,  in  the  letter  you  have  done 
me  the  honour  to  write.  This  will  crown  his 
happinefs,  and  complete  that  gratitude  with 
which  he  feems  penetrated,  in  return  for  your 
majefty's  kindnefs. 

After  having  fo  long  detained  your  majefty 
with  our  atrocious  follies,  I  will  not  mention 
thofe  which  are  only  ridiculous ;  our  bad  poe- 
try, vile  books,  and  the  height  of  our  caps.  I 
would  rather  fpeak  to  you  of  the  rife  of  the  pub- 
lic funds,  which,  fince  the  entrance  of  our  new 
comptroller-general  into  office,  has  been  incre- 
dible. Nor  have  the  prefent  troubles  occafion- 
ed  any  alteration;  for  the  probity  of  the  mini- 
-fter,  and  the  virtues  of  the  king,  have  acquired 
the  full  confidence  of  the  people. 

I  am,  with  all  the  fentiments  of  refpeft,  gra- 
titude, and  admiration,  which  will  never  end 
but  with  life,  &c. 


G  g  2  LET- 
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LETTER      GXXX. 

From  the  King. 

June  19,  1775. 

A  SHORT  journey,  equal  to  three  hun- 
dred French  leagues,  has  prevented  me  from 
anfvvering  you  fooner,  my  dear  Anaxagoras.  I 
am  glad  you  are  pleafed  with  the  bu(L  Each, 
to  the  beft  of  his  ability,  wiflies  to  fpread  and 
perpetuate  the  fame  of  Voltaire ;  but  brittle 
porcelain  is  not  fufficiently  durable,  for  the  man 
it  reprefents.  Our  artifts,  however,  zealous  for 
the  merit  of  the  original,  have  laboured  with 
all  their  powers  to  immortalize  him  ;  and  I  was 
very  well  pleafed  to  find  due  tribute  had  been 
paid  to  fuperior  talents,  at  Berlin. 

You  fuppofe  me  to  be  in  the  clouds,  occupied 
in  governing  Europe,  but  you  are  greatly  mif- 
taken.  I  live  retired,  like  the  moft  pacific  of 
men.  Tranquillity  reigns  in  the  eaft.  The 
north  refpires,  after  having  fuftained  a  cruel 
war ;  and  the  Gauls,  as  far  as  I  am  informed, 
have  no  troubles  to  fear. 

I  have  admired  the  conduct  of  your  young 
monarch,  who  has  not  been  maken  by  thofe  fe- 
ditions  which  the  cabals  of  bad  fubje&s  have 
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excited,  nor  has  ceded  to  the  pernicious  defigns 
of  fome  malecontents.  This  fortitude  will  con- 
firm his  future  adminiftration.  People  eager 
after  change  have  made  the  experiment ;  he  has 
refilled,  and  fupported  his  miniiters,  and  they 
will  no  more  hazard  fimilar  attempts.  The 
conduct  of  your  bilhops  and  priefts  incites  no 
aftoniiliment  in  me.  What  good  can  be  ex- 
pected, from  fuch  a  race  ?  They  have  but  two 
gods;  intereft,  and  pride.  It  is  proper  that 
your  young  king  fhould  be  taught,  by  his  own 
^experience,  what  thofe  prejudices  are  in  which 
he  has  been  educated,  by  facred  empirics.  How 
happy  are  the  Penfylvanians,  who  live  wholly 
without  them ! 

I  have  feen  a  M.  de  Laval  Montmorency, 
and  a  M.  Clermont  Gallerande  here,  who  feem 
to  me  to  be  amiable  and  modeft  young  men, 
and  without  foppery.  They  have  been  with  me 
into  that  country  which  I  call  our  Canada ;  I 
mean  Pomerelia,  of  which,  I  imagine,  at  their 
return,  they  will  give  a  fine  defcription,  to  the 
Parifians.  Taylors  and  moemakers  are  artifts 
in  great  repute,  in  this  country.  I  am  at  pre- 
fent  appointing  a  hundred  and  eighty  fcho.ols, 
proteftant  and  catholic  ;  and  I  regard  myfeif  as 
the  Lycurgus,  or  Solon,  of  thefe  barbarians. 
Imagine  what  they  were,  when  I  tell  you,  the 
G  g  3  right 
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right  of  property  was  unknown,  in  this  wretched 
land  !  The  ftrong,  with  impunity,  opprefled  the 
weak.  But  this  is  ended,  and  order  will  here- 
after be  introduced.  The  Auftrians  and  Ruf- 
fians find  like  confufion,  in  their  diftricts ;  nor 
can  thefe  Iroquois  be  civilifed,  but  by  length 
of  time  and  education. 

Taffart  is  arrived,  and  I  will  do  every  thing 
in  my  power  to  fatisfy  him  ;  particularly  in  con- 
fequence  of  your  recommendation. 

Now  that  my  journeys  are  partly  over,  I  (hall 
return,  with  increafe  of  appetite,  to  letters ;  the 
only  aliment  of  the  underftanding,  and  the  fole 
amufement  worthy  of  beings  who  lay  claim  to 
reafon,  of  which  in  reality  it  feems  to  me  that 
we  have  very  little.  Adieu,  my  dear  Anaxa- 
goras  !  You  will  do  a  very  meritorious  work, 
mould  you  fome  time  determine  to  come  and 
vifit  the  hermit  of  Sans  Souci.  However  I  do 
not  prefs  you.  You  live  in  a  country  in  which 
fo  many  things  are  to  be  confidered,  and  recon- 
fidered,  that  the  perpetual  fecretary  of  the  aca^ 
demy  cannot  do  all  he  vviflies. 

Qn  which  1  -pray,  &c, 


JLET, 
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LETTER      CXXXI. 

From  M.  D'Alemlert. 

SIRE,  Paris,  July  10,  1775. 

IN  OT  long  fince  I  was  greatly  alarmed  for 
the  health  of  your  majefty.  I  immediately  haf- 
tened  to  baron  von  Goltz,  who  removed  my 
fears  by  the  letters  he  had  recently  received  ; 
and,  by  the  laft  letter  which  your  majefty  has 
had  the  kindnefs  to  write,  they  have  been  wholly 
diffipated.  This  has  proved,  not  only  that  your 
majefty  enjoys  perfecl  health,  but,  that  cheerful- 
nefs,  which  is  the  general  attendant  on  health, 
is  yours.  This,  fire,  may  you  long  enjoy,  as 
well  for  your  own  glory  as  for  the  good  of  phi- 
lofophy,  to  which  you  are  fo  neceffary  ! 

The  praifes  you  beftow,  on  the  condudl  of 
our  young  monarch,  are  well  founded.  He 
wimes  to  do  good,  and  for  this  end  he  leaves 
nothing  unattempted.  The  choice  of  his  fer- 
vants  is  the  beft  poffible.  He  has  lately  ap- 
pointed a  fucceflbr  to  the  duke  de  la  Vrilliere, 
who  at  length  goes  out  of  office,  to  the  general 
fatisfaction.  His  fucceflbr  is  M.  de  Malefherbes, 
the  man  who,  perhaps,  with  the  moft  juftice,  is 
the  moft  refpedled  of  any  man  in  the  nation, 
G  g  4  and 


456  POSTHUMOUS     WORKS. 

and  who  will  concur  with  M.  Turgot,  every* 
where  to  introduce  order,  and  oeconomy,  which 
fo  long  have  been  banifhed.  Great  is  the  alarm, 
in  knaves-camp  !  They  will  meet  with  no  quar- 
ter from  thefe  men.  The  whole  nation  is  en- 
chanted, and  offers  up  prayers  for  the  health  and 
profperity  of  the  king  ! 

I  fpeak  of  thefe  two  virtuous  minifters  with 
the  more  undifguife,  becaufe  I  neither  hope  nor 
will  accept  any  thing  from  them.  The  compr 
troller- general,  to  whom  I  offered  my  fervices, 
on  condition  they  mould  be  gratuitous,  told  me, 
a  few  days  ago,  he  mould  be  glad  to  do  fome- 
thing  for  me — "  Beware  of  that !"  was  my  re? 
ply.  "  I  have  no  need  of  any  thing;  and  it  is 
"  my  wifh  that  my  attachment  to  you  mould 
"  not  be  liable  to  fufpicion."— In  fine,  fire,  the 
people  all  exclaim  in  chorus — "  Tbe  day  more 
*'  bright  appears"— and  hope  their  prayers  will 
be  heard. 

The  priefts  alone  (land  aloof,  anl  filendy 
murmur,  without  daring  to  be  too  loud.  But  the 
king  knows  priefts  to  be  what  they  are,  from 
the  care  which  they  have  not  takep  of  his  edu- 
cation. He  has  lately  beftowed  a  blue  riband, 
upon  the  only  honeft  man  among  his  tutors; 
and  he  will  no  doubt  do  juftice  to  the  others, 
5  by 
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by  being  deaf  to  their  advice,  mould  they  think 
proper  to  advife. 

It  is  faid  an  account  of  the  ceremonies  of  the 
coronation  has  been  fent  to  your  majefty,  and 
you  no  doubt  will  have  felt  your  indignation 
rife  at  the  affectation,  and  I  may  add  the  impu- 
dence, with  which  the  priefts  have  made  the 
king  take  oaths  to  them,  and  them  only.  It  i$ 
affirmed  they  acted  better  flill,  on  this  occafion; 
and  that  they  fuppreffed  that  part  of  the  cere- 
mony at  which  two  affiftant  biihops  fliould  have 
afked  the  people,  whether  they  acknowledged 
Louis  XVI.  for  their  king.  Thefe  good  citi- 
zens would,  had  they  the  power,  break  thofe 
facred  ties  which  unite  the  king  and  the  fubject 
— obedience  infpired  by  love.  I  am  very  angry 
with  the  author  of  the  Syftcme  de  la  Nature,  con- 
cerning the  pretended  compact  which  he  ima- 
gines kings  and  priefls  have  entered  into,  that 
they  may  opprefs  the  people.  Had  this  dan- 
gerous writer  only  opened  an  eccleiiaftical  hif- 
tory,  he  would  have  feen  that,  in  all  times,  and 
on  all  occafions,  priefts  have  been  the  greateft 
enemies  of  kings.  May  all  fovereigns  hereafter 
think  of  this  race  like  you,  fire  !  A  race  that,  as 
you  ib  well  have  faid,  are  only  acquainted  with 
two  gods,  interefl  and  pride. 

I  am  very  certain  Pomerelia  will  feel  the  effects 

of 
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of  your  majefty's  government ;  that  the  reign 
of  knowledge  and  juftice  will  begin  ;  and  that 
you  will  contribute  to  the  happinefs,  and  infor- 
mation, of  thefe  Efquimaux  Indians. 

I  once  more  take  the  liberty. to  recommend 
the  fieur  Taflart  to  your  majefty's  kindnefs ;  of 
which,  by  his  labours  and  behaviour,  I  hope  he 
will  be  found  worthy. 

It  is  to  me  a  pleafing  fpeftacle  to  fee  your 
majefty,  in  the  midft  of  fo  many  occupa- 
tions, find  time  notwithstanding  to  beftow  on 
letters.  They  will  derive  advantage,  as  well 
from  your  works  as  from  the  protection  you 
afford ;  and  a  medal  might  be  ftruck,  with 
Frederic  on  one  fide  and  Minerva  on  the  other, 
the  legend  of  which  mould  be  Ditat  et  Defendil. 
What  you  enrich  you  defend.  For  my  own 
part,  I  can  be  little  more  than  a  fpedator  of  the 
fuccefs  of  philofophy.  My  health  will  not  al- 
low me  to  labour  much ;  it  begins  however  to 
ftrengthen ;  and  I  wifli  it  might  fo  far  be  con- 
firmed as  to  permit  me  to  travel,  and  prefent 
that  juft  homage,  profound  refpeft,  admiration, 
and  lively  gratitude,  which  I  am  indebted  to 
you,  for  all  your  bounty. 

With  thefe  fentiments  I  (hall  ail  my  life  re- 
main, &c, 

LET, 
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LETTER     CXXXII. 

From  the  King. 

Auguft  5,  i77j. 

YOU  have  been  needlefsly  alarmed,  my 
dear  Anaxagoras !  I  had  only  fome  attacks  of 
fever  and  cold,  of  which  my  journey  into  Pruffia 
has  entirely  cured  me.  Believe  me  there  can. 
be  no  health  without  exercife,  A  journey  is  a 
more  efficacious  remedy  than  ipecacuanha,  or 
the  bark.  Should  you  come  to  Pruffia,  you 
will  recover  your  ftrength.  An  old  man,  tole- 
rably cheerful  for  his  age,  will  communicate  his 
good  humour  to  you,  and  you  will  return  to 
Paris  ten  years  younger.  An  Englifh  lord  *,  with 
a  hard  name  and  an  amiable  mind,  has  brought 
me  a  letter  from  you.  My  firft  queftions  were 
— "  How  is  the  prince  of  philofophers  ?  Is  he 
"  merry?  Does  he  work?  Have  you  often  been 
"  in  his  company?" — "  I  !  Oh  no,  fir;  I  come 
"  from  London."  ""Why  D'Alembert  is  at 
*c  Paris?" — "  Yes,  but  he  fent  me  a  letter  for 
"  me  to  deliver  to  you." — Thus,  from  explana- 
tion to  explanation,  I  learned,  at  laft,  he  had 
formerly  been  at  Paris,  where  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  you,  and  that  the  firft  thing  that 
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ftruck  him  was  that,  in  order  to  be  well  received 
here,  he  muft  obtain  a  paffport  from  Anaxago- 
ras.  He  was  not  deceived;  and  I  own  he  is 
one  of  the  moft  amiable  Englishmen  I  have  met, 
I  except  nothing  but  his  name,  which  I  fhall 
neyer  remember.  He  ought  to  be  rebaptifed, 
and  tq  be  chriflened  Stair,  which  would  be  juft 
as  well. 

Thanks  to  levity,  we  are  no  more  told  of  the 
celeftial  pigeon,  the  holy  vial,  the  coronation, 
nor  of  all  thofe  wretched  things  which  call  tq 
mind  the  ages  of  ignorance  and  barbarifm.  I 
hear  much  good  of  your  new  king,,  and  am, 
charmed  to  hear  it ;  dill  with  the  prqvifo  that 
lie  perfevere,  and  that  he  do  not  cede  to  the. 
arts  of  courtiers,  and  thofe  fucceflive  aflaults 
which  are  made  on  kings,  that  they  may  be- 
come the  partakers  of  guilt  and  folly.  Much  is. 
faid  of  his  excellent  choice  of  minifters ;  but 
I  am  neither  a  monkey,  that  mimics,  nor  a  par- 
rot,' that  repeats:  I  wait  awhile,  that  I  may 
judge  of  men  by  their  actions.  I  am  neither  ac- 
quainted with  Turgot  nor  Maleflierbes,  though 
very  well  with  one  Malefieux,  a  man  of  infor- 
mation and  amiable  manners,  who  parTed  -his 
life  with  madame  du  Maine,  at  Seaux.  Your 
financiers  and  lawyers  are  known  only  to  thofe 
to  whom  they  give  bills  payable  on  fight,  and  to 
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fuch  as  gain  their  caufes  by  the  exertion  of  their 
talents.     Their  fame  does  not  crofs  the  Rhine, 
unlefs  in  fome  well  written  brief  on  a  celebrated 
caufe.     Foreigners  love  thofe  who  afford  plea- 
lure,  and  not  the  dull.     The  author  of  a  good 
tragedy  will  be  more  generally  known  than  the 
firft  prefident  of  a  court  of  inquefts,  or  the  chan-> 
cellor  himfelf.     Not  to  mention  that  thefe  mi- 
nifters  pafs  away :   the  pedeftal  on  which  they 
(land  is  fo  unftable  that  the  leaft  mock  tumbles 
them  down,  and  we  regret  having  been  of  their 
acquaintance.     I,  who  am  only  fixty-three,  have 
fecn  above  eighty  miniflers  in  France.     Thefe 
iports  of  favour,  or  intrigue,  feldom  intereft  us, 
unlefs  fome  fuperior  man  happen  to  arife.    ,1 
keep  to  Voltaire,  and  to  Anaxagoras,  who  arc 
in  no  need  of  exterior  decoration.     They  de- 
corate themfelves.     I  prefer  them  to  fuch  men 
as  La  Vrilliere,    Amelot,   La  Verdie,  Terrai, 
Rouille,  and  all  their  tribe.     Not  that  an  able 
and  honeft  minifter  is  not  eftimable;   but  he 
ought  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  approbation  of 
that  people  to  whom  he  does  good.     Men  of 
letters  inftrud  and  afford  pleafure  and  amufe- 
ment  to  all  Europe ;   it  is  but  therefore  juft  that 
they  (hould  receive  the  applaufe  of  all  Europe. 

I  leave  your  bimops  to  play  their  tricks  at 
their  own  good  pleafure..     They  are  moulds  in 

which 
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which  to  caft  folly;  nor  can  any  thing  better 
be  expected  from  them  :  I  abandon  them  to  the 
anathemas  of  the  Encyclopedifts,  and  devote 
them  and  their  whole  race  to  the  infernal  gods, 
if  fuch  there  be.  But  not  fo  my  good  Jefuits. 
They  are  my  pet  lambs ;  not  as  monks,  but  as 
tutors  for  youth,  and  men  of  letters,  to  preferve* 
whom  is  ufeful  to  fociety. 

I  have  feen  Le  Kain  aft,  and  have  admired 
his  playing.  Were  he  lefs  violent  he  would  be 
the  Rofcius  of  his  age.  I  delight  to  fee  the  paf- 
iions  reprefented  naturally,  as  they  are.  The 
heart  is  then  affected ;  but  I  immediately  be- 
come cold  when  art  hides  and  ftifles  nature. 
You  will  exclaim — tf  Thefe  are  your  Germans, 
"  with  their  icy  paffions !  They  take  offence  al 
"  flrength  of  expreffion,  which  they  are  inca- 
"  pable  of  feeling  f "  It  may  be  fo.  I  will  not 
venture  to  write  a  panegyric  on  my  countrymen. 
True  it  is,  they  neither  pull  down  mills  nor 
fpoil  the  feed  wheat,  while  complaining  of  the 
dearnefs  of  corn.  They  have  hitherto  neither 
had  any  maffacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  nor  wars 
of  the  Fronde.  But,  as  the  world  progreffively 
grows  wifer,  our  wits  hope  all  this  may  in  good  ' 
time  come  to  pafs  ;  efpecially  if  the  Gauls  would 
but  honour  us  with  a  little  mental  friction. 
Mentioning  the  Gauls,  I  always  except  men* 

like 
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like  Voltaire  and  D'Alembert,  whom  I  {hall  ad- 
mire till  the  very  moment  when  Nature  mall  re- 
turn me  to  the  clay  of  which  (lie  formed  me 
firft. 

On  which  I  pray,  &c. 
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